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Tips FBI Who's Pro-Nazi in Wisconsin 








By HARRY E. BILLINGS 
Milwaukee, Dec. 30. 


Orchestra leaders whose activities 
cover a wide radius outside Mil- 
waukee assert that wartime has 
brought them many strange requests 
from committees in charge of the 
dances for which they play, one of 
the most frequent being to watch the 
crowds as much as possible for any 
sign of disrespect when patriotic airs 
are used and later report their ob- 
servations to the management. Most 
of the bands play “The Star Spangled 
Banner’ at least once during their 
programs, under union instructions, 
and some have added the oath of al- 
legiance to the flag, but several 
other patriotic mumbers are _ in- 
variably included. 

Bandmen’s confidential reports on 
some of the audience reactions have 
served to confirm suspicions of local 
authorities that persons identified as 
bundsmen and members of other 
subversive groups are entirely out of 
Sympathy with the land to which 
they outwardly profess to be loyal. 
Information gathered on those who 
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greet sneeringly any of the patriotic | 


numbers is relayed to the FBI for 
further checking. 


10 Top Film Grossers 





‘Sergeant York’ 

*The Dictator’ 

‘Honky Tonk’ 

‘A Yank in the R.A.F.’ 
‘Philadelphia Story’ 

‘Dive Bomber’ 

‘Caught in the Draft’ 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ 

‘Men of Bcys Town’ 

‘Andy Hardy’s Pvt. Secretary’ 


Sot York’ Film's 


Influence On 








War Objectors' 





San Antonio, Dec. 30. 
Since America’s formal entry into 


the war, two registrants of Board 





GARY COOPER'S 
~ STANDOUT YEAR 


No. 1 Boxoffice Star in No. 1 
Picture, ‘Sgt. York’—Ab- 
bott & Costello Second— 
Arthur Lubin Leads Direc- 
tors—His 4 A. & C. Slap- 
stickers Will Gross Over 
$6,000,000 


rs 


MONEY APPRAISAL 








By ARTHUR UNGAR 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

With war the so-called predomi- 
nant opposition and almost world- 
wide, and virtually all foreign in- 
come frozen, American film distribu- 
tors and producers as a whole had 
a more healthy year during 1941, so 
far as the basic United States mar- 
ket was concerned, than they ever 
had, The income and returns were 
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10 Top Money Stars 





Gary Cooper 
Abbott and Costello 
Clark Gable 
Mickey Rooney 
Bob Hope 

Charlie Chaplin 
Dorothy Lamour 
Spencer Tracy 
Jack Benny 

Bing Crosby 


Variety Chb’s 
V Drive For 
- Buy-a-Bomber 











more than healthy, even with the 
consent decree operative since last | 
September. 

A number garnered } 


of pictures 


Detroit, Dec. 30. 
‘Vv’ can stand for Variety as well 
as Victory. With that in mind, the 
Detroit Variety Club is planning to 


Telltale Sneers As Anthem Is Played Jury Still Out Whether to Go Bullish 


~ On War or Escapist Film Scenarios 





With more than three weeks passed 
since the United States entered the 
war, film companies are still con- 
fused as:to how much war stuff and 
how much straight escapist material 
should be blended into future pro- 
duction programs. There are two 
schools of thought on the subject 
now, although the problem finally 
will be resolved by results at the b.o. 
of war subjects soon coming up. 

As far as can be seen, neither 
those in favor of the anti-Axis and 
military backgrounded stuff, nor 
those who like the completely es- 
capist properties, are too vociferous 
in insisting they are on the right 
track, It’s plain to both groups that 
there is plenty to be said on either 
side. 

Story departments of major com- 
panies, which reflect the plans of the 
studios by sending out feelers and 
foraging for certain types of books, 
plays and originals, are almost at a 
stall currently. With no definite tip- 
off from their producers as to the 
type of material desired, story eds 
have acquired virtually no new prop- 

(Continued on page 53) 





Promoters of many dances ask | No. 7 here of the Selective Servicé | around $1,500,000 during the year, | launch a national drive to have Training Ushers To 
the orchestra leaders to guard | Board, have called in person and | and quite a number went into the |show business start drives, similar 
against playing German tunes and in | withdrawn previously stated objec- | $2,060,000 and over income class. to those in vogue in England, to buy Spot or Head Off An 
one instance ‘The Blue Danube’ | tions to combat duty Both were ‘Sergeant York’ was the top coin bombers for the United States. y 
waltz was eliminated by request, ministers. One of the men came (Continued on page 20) Initial plan is that the clubs Would-Be Saboteurs 


aiter it had been listed on a printed 
(Continued on page 53) 





Rollerskating Revue 
Draws Attention; Set - 


As Ice Show Competish| 








| 


directly from the Texas theatre here, 
where he had seen ‘Sergeant York.’ 
Motion picture was shown for one 
week at the Majestic and two weeks 
at the Texas. 

It has also been noticed that other 
objectors here have withdrawn their 
objections and have been classified 
for service after having viewed the 
epic of ‘Sergeant York.’ 








Chevalier, Mistinguett 
Are Faint Reminders 





Of a Pre-Nazi Paris 


Paris, Dec. 1 (Delayed). | 
The Paris of the old order may be 


throughout this country could set 
the ball rolling by raising $250,000 
for the purchase of a bomber. It is 
believed that with show business 
setting the style in buying bombers 
it will provide a pattern for other 
organizations throughout the coun- 
try. The club’s plane would be} 
decorated with ‘V’ to mean both tke | 
donor and the objective. 

Similar plans have been popular | 
in Canada for the past year, with | 
Windsor, Ont., across the river from 





Major circuits are training ushers 
to act anti-sabotage squads by 
keeping suspicious characters enter- 


as 





ing theatres under close surveillance. 
Boys will act as junior G-men and 
are getting detailed info on how to 
spot and forestall actions of trouble- 
makers. 

Biggest potential headache is fore- 


| seen from panic-mongers, either in- 
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Cluding Madison Square Garden. 

Fanchon & Marco is in charge of 
Production with Gae Foster direct- 
ing the ensembles. Among the fea- 
ture Performers are Buster West and 
Gloria Nord. Others include Teddy 
Socko, Lucille Page, Finnegan and 
Hughes, Lightning and Monroe and 
Grant. 

Group of Minneapolis businessmen 
S angeling ‘Follies,’ first pro roller 
Skating show, which tees off a tour 
in Baltimore next Wednesday (7). 
It's being sponsored by Harold Stein- 


Fazola and Thornhill on Saturday 
(3) are abrogating a year’s pact 
signed only five weeks ago. His spot 
with Thornhill is being taken by 
Danny Polo, from Jack Teagarden’s 
ba: ~ 





Me No Moto 


Hollywood, Dec. 39. 


There are thousands of Japanese 
aliens in southern California but Sol 





and Minstinguett’s erstwhile $1,000,- 
000 legs have lost a few zeros in the 
process. 

For all that, reports have it that 
the Casino is playing to full houses 
and the turnstiles are clicking away. 
Mistinguett sings ‘Les Fleurs de 
Paris’ (‘The Flowers of Paris’) and 
such old favorites as ‘My Man,’ ‘I’m 


(Continued on page 53) 








Headline Now Song 





|defense work, has taken a 90-day 


Witchita, Kan., Dec. 30. 

Aircraft factory employees in 
these parts now earn so much coin 
they’re operating a nitery to pro- 
vide their own entertainment, 

Boeing Employees’ Assn., com- 
prised. of employees of the large 
aircraft concern here engaged in 


lease, with option, on the Troca- 
dero, effective Jan. 5. Club, owned 
by H. D. Mosley, Jr., accommodates 
2,000. 





U of Penn’s Varsity Show 
Profits to U.S. Treasury 





Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 
Officials of the University of Penn- 
sylvania’s Mask and Wig Club, which 
began a 4,000 mile tour Thursday 
(25) with its 54th annual production, 
‘Out of This World’, announced that 
all profits for the tour will be turned 


man over to the U.S. Treasury to aid the 
tiga 3 «de managed boxers | Wurtzel can’t find one of them to SCUTTLE FUND war effort. 
Levinsky ayeheck and Kingfish | »jay a heavy role in the forthcoming Lead headline of last week’s Hollywood, Dec. 30. Among the cities covered in the 


Nut on the show is $11,000 a week. 





It has a chorus of 36. Only act not 


on wheels is Monroe and Grant, | 
trampoline turn. 


‘Secret Agent of Japan’ at 20th-Fox. 
American-born actors of Nipponese 
descent are side-stepping the idea 





and Chinese players won’t even dis- | 


cuss it. 


‘Variety’ (24), ‘Lose the Blackout 


Prop men at Paramount formed a 





Blues,’ has become the title of a 
song. 
Edwin H. Morris & Co. 


publisher. 


is the 


‘Bottoms Up’ club. Members toss a 


tour will be Hartford, Albany, Bos- 





| coin into the pool everytime a Jap 
| boat is scuttled. 


Navy lads get proceeds. 


ton, Syracuse, Rochester, Buffalo, 
| Clevelavd, Louisville and Montclair, 
|N.J., where the tour ends Jamuary 
10. 
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Theatre Defense Bureau to Coordinate | Y Dyke's Philanthropy 


War Measures in Coast Amus. Center 


+ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 30. 

First amusement defense organiza- 
tion to be set up in the country with | 
the blessing and backing of city au- | 
dhorities has been established in Los | 
Angeles. Operating as a separate 
entity under the legalize? Los An- | 
gxeles Defense Council, the Theatre | 
Defense Bureau will function as co- | 
ordinating body between all places | 
of amusement within the city limits. 

Following adoption of the plan for 
getting up a special council vested | 
with authority to promulgate rules | 
and regulations governing all places | 
of amusement within the city area, 
Mayor Bowron, on the recommenda- | 
tion of Charles P. Skouras of Fox- | 
West Coast, appointed B. V. Stur- | 
divant to head the amusement bu- | 
reau, with 15 councilmen selected to 
represent every branch of amuse- 
ment coming under the Bureau's 
jurisdiction. The TDB councilmen 
include Tom W. Baily, L. E. Behy- 
mer, Benjamin Decker, Maurice M. 
Cohen, Sherrill C. Cohen, Marco 
Wolf, Louis J. Halper, Charles 
Prickeit, Nat Holt, Clayton T. Lynch, 
Rodney Pantages, S. D. Perkins, 
Robert H. Poole, Charlies P. Skouras 
and Gene Towne. 

After two speedy organization 
meetings last week, the Theatre De- 
fense Council formulated a bulletin 
for immediate dispatch to all opera- 
tors of amusement enterprises in the 
city, listing initial group of 26 basic 
regulations for operation under the | 
wa. emergency, 

The Theatre Defense Bureau, in| 
addition to closely working with 
the city authorities and departments | 
for uniform cooperation of amuse- | 








ment establishments under the war 
emergency, is also closely associated 
with the military leadership of the! 
district. Sub-committees are being | 
organized to oversee details for vari- | 
ous types of operation, with chair- | 

} 


men of these committees being 





Dot’s Dash 





Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Round trip from coast to coast 
for a filmi test is the job designed 
for Dorothy McGuire, star of the 
Broadway show, ‘Claudia.’ Pro- 
gram calls for a weekend hop, a 
few emotions before David O. 
Selznick’s camera and a hasty air 
flight back to New York to pre- 
vent a break inher legit per- 
formances. 

Selznick’s screen version of 
‘Claudia’ is slated as the second 
of his productions for United 
Artists release, 





Gunther, Riskin 


Among ‘Refugees 
To Reach U.S. 


When the Excambion, possibly the 
last American passenger ship to cross 
the Atlantic for the duration of the 
war, arrived in New York iast week 
it brought over a number of film and 
newspaper people. The voyage had 








| its dramatic implications for those on 


board in view of the ship’s blackout 
all the way over and the jitters at- 
tendant to a possible encounter with 
a submarine. 

Author John Gunther and Robert 
Riskin, screen scenarist, were among 
the last group of Americans and ref- 
ugees to leave Europe in normal fa- 
shion 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Check for $10,000 was handed over 
to the Motion Picture Relief Fund by 
W. S. Van Dyke, 2d, largest single 
| donation since the will of Douglas 
Fairbanks, Sr., was probated. 
Money may be used to build a 
medical clinic for the Motion Picture 
Country House in Woodland Hills. 





MULL HOTFOOT 
FOR SHOW BIZ 
ECCENTRICS 


By GEORGE FROST 

After the ‘hush’ that character- 
ized the first and second weeks of 
America at war, the skyfronts in- 
haled a bit of jive this last week of 
1941, and the populace of both the 
east and west coast sectors of Tin- 
seltown again began their periodic 
flights between Hollywood : and 
Broadway and all the points in be- 
tween the two centers of the amuse- 
ment world. 

As the tumult of 1942’s arrival be- 
gins to soften early tomorrow (1) 
morning Xavier Cugat’s orchestra 
will be boarding a United Air Lines 
Mainliner at New York’s LaGuardia 
Field for a flight to Chicago. The 
crew will knock off its New Year’s 
Eve chores as early as possible and 
race like the dickens to grab a 3:30 
a.m. departure, according to the 
present schedule. 

Paulette Goddard and her ma, 
who pulled into the Airport-on-the- 
Parkway Satdee morn (27) are 
skedded to board a TWA stratoliner 
this Saturday (3) for the West Coast 
again. 

Lieut.-Commander Robert Mont- 
gomery, U.S.N., was off Friday (26) 
for Washingtory D. C., where he 
will do some office work for a short 





rrr So? 
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+o hs A, 


buy 500 pairs of shoes cheap? 


one as a Christmas gift—a fin. 


pictures himself. 


miles. ‘ 


going. 
Blackouts are nothing new 


awake. 


guns, 
saw made out in mills. 


of 1942.’ 


count sheep—ke counts amateurs. 


Bob Hope: Joke-Bloke . .. 


Foot. 


for a Santa Claus. 





A lot of things happened to me in 1941. 
Boston and it was a very profitable engagement. Does anybody want to 





THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milten Berle 


a 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
I played a shoe convention in 


Bought a beautiful car at the start of 1941 that’s been working like a 

charm. Next year I’m buying a car that works like a car. ’ 
My mother did all right for 1941. 
started playing cards with ermine poker chips. 
Broadway Department 


Jay C. Flippen wires that he knows an absent-minded Broadway gag 
man who was drafted and got in trouble with his commanding officer, 
Seems the fellow got caught trying to gag up the Army Rule Book. 

Leo Lindy was very nice to his herrings this Yuletide. He gave each 


She introduced a new trend—she 


Jack (Baldy) Zero was ordered to keep off the streets during all alerts 
—unless ke painted his gleaming pate black. 

Joe Frisco wires that he knows a certain actor who ate so many sand- 
wiches named after Humphrey Bogart, he wound up playing in prison 


Hollywoodiana 


Maxie Rosenbloom had a little trouble with his cauliflower ear so he 
went to a doctor who told him to change the salad oil on it every thousand 


It rained so hard out here the other day, 600 glowworms had windshield 
wipers installed on their headlights so they could see where they were 


to the patrons of Ciro’s. They're used to 
going into one—whenever they receive their check. 
After all these years at Metro, Garbo is now going to freelance. 
that time she’s always wanted to be alone—and, never a loanout. 
Saw a picture at’ Grauman’s Chinese that was so dull when I walked 
out I noticed the footprints in the forecourt kicking each other to keep 


In all 


Music Department 
My new song, ‘Would It Make Any Difference to You?’, is going great 
Got my first royalty check from my publisher—first one I ever 


Radio Department 
My 16th Bailantine broadcast was a very eventful affair for me. 
100 sailors in the audience as my guests and they voted me ‘Mr. Sea-Legs 


I had 


Whenever Major Bowes suffers from insomnia and can’t sleep, he doesn’t 


Bill Goodwin says he knows a gag writer who has so many files in his 
room he sleeps between the mother-in-law and father-in-law jokes. 
Hangnail Descriptions 

Mischa Auer: Gushin-Russian . 
Rose: Gnome Sweet Gnome. . . Japan: Nippon-Struck . . . Torch: Heart- 


. Billy 


Observation Department 
Now that Xmas is over all the unemployed Santa Clauses are looking 


Due to the shortage of rubber I'm saving all the elastic checks I've re- 




















members of a general steering com- : ’ 3 : 
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Indie theatre ops are uniting with 
chains in drawing up regulations for 
wartime operation of their houses. 
Rules set up by both the east 
and west coasts are being used as | 


paper and magazine writer, and Mor- 
ris Welch, American writer, also 
were aboard. 

Robert McCall, Australian broad- 


the Pilgrim’s landing to the present 

war. 
Sidney 

Herbert 


Franklin produces and 
Stothart is creating the 








The Flaring Flicker 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


GO FOR OPERA 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., Dec. 30 





casting executive, lent to BBC for | score. Events will be sketched by 


Angels from Hollywood, 19 of 
the last 14 months, also caught the | two principal characters, played by ’ . 


a model for the local system to be 
used throughout Wisconsin and 


Large groups of soldiers pile into 





Upper Michigan, 








|last ship to the United States and 
| may work with NBC for sometime. 


en Hepburn 
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racy. 
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and Spencer | 


them in a mass flight, are reaping 
their angelic and mundane rewards 
in ‘Angel Street.” Once a modest 
legit, practically asphyxiated under 


the Replacement Center theatre here 
every Saturday afternoon to form an 
‘audience’ for the regular Metropoli- 
tan Opera broadcasts. Start of each 


















































MORE H’ WOOD JOINERS the title of ‘Gaslight’ in the Holly-| opera is preceded by a 40-minute 
wood Playhouse, the play was suc- | talk giving highlights and background 
UNDER COMMDR FORD cored by 19 succors (correct spell-|of each opera and _ biographical 
a ing) who tossed in $500 apiece to| sketches of the stars. 
gamble on a Broadway production. Talks are given by Pvt. John Oli- ‘ 
Hollywoodites, anxious to do their | Shep Traube, a Broadwayite who | Ver, Who spent several years in Hol- Fi 
part in the nation’s war effort, have had shifted to pictures without fully lywood doing musical work and has on 
been joining the armed forces and recovering from the legit virus, dis- | Played me ere ee Se ane -” ca 
poe ang Government agencies in ee Pew Spe 7 Vine | Tesearch in operatic history. a 
roves during the past couple weeks. s ree , an ad a hunch to transplant 2 ‘ J 
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film staff of the Coordinator of In- gelic donors. vessel se a . rena to beage & mora . 
) i ; illi , P . tin picture for home con- 
arama (Col, William J. Donovan). In its first week it drew $11,000 sumption *. England. Tagged ‘A-1 filr 
eee wee Lieut. Gregg To- and high encomiums from the critics, Priority” it will show the British its 
a aooten teak for Samuel Gold- | with assurances of a profitable run, | people what is being done in the U. Us 
jd Perey.“ Ralph Hogue, Toland’s a good prospect for a simple drama|S, to provide England with lend- tra 
- — e; Lieut. Sol Helprin, chief requiring one set, a cast of five and lease aid me 
ve thot Een et a weekly nut of about $4,500. Among] Shooting will start Jan. 12 in Fil 
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i hi the Technicolor staff ae financial wings are Allen Rivkin, |lease administration. Crew will then mii 
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; fe to operate his theatre business here _  eLeice “oe or n the show there Feb. 10.| merly had a directo tract at 
: p € Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN Settings are being built in New York RKO. ere wee —_ 
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~ Britain’s 10 Biggest War Mistakes 





Ten principal mistakes which the British man on the street feels 
were made by his people and government in fighting the war were 


turned last week into 10 bits of advice to Americans. 


Mistakes were 


compiled in a poll by the British Institute of Public Opinion and re- 
leased in the United States by its American affiliate, Dr. George 
Gallup’s organization in Princeton, N. J. 

Foliowing are the 10 chief warnings given, in order of mention: 

Make sure that before men go into action they are completely 
equipped, particularly with tanks and airplanes. 

Don’t make our mistake of underrating the power of the enemy. 


We were too complacent. 


Take the initiative whenever you can—don’t leave it with the enemy. 
Organize your man power and woman power efficiently and at once. 


Don’t take half-way measures, 


Eliminate all red tape—don’t put up with inefficient administration. 


We lost valuable time that way. 


Get set immediately for air raids, and pay special attention to fire- 
fighting and civilian watching service. . 

Be sure your commanders are thoroughly schooled in modern fight- 
ing techniques—this war is different from the last one. 

Make sure all branches of the fighting forces cooperate completely 
with each other. Remember Norway and Crete. 

Deal drastically with fifth columnists now—don’t wait. he 

Insure government control of war materials and industry, and elimi- 


mate profiteering. 








US. to Call on H'wood to Produce 
10-12 Civilian Defense Pictures 





Hollywood shortly will be called 
upon by the Government to make 
a series of 10 to 12 shorts on civilian 
rotection, all on such vital subjects 
s ‘How to Extinguish an Incendiary 

mb’ and ‘Protection from Ajr 
aids’. Obviously required in a great 
hurry, it was decided at a meeting 
in Washington last Friday (26) of 
execs of the Office of Emergency 
anagement and of its film unit that 
the unit wasn’t presently equipped 
to handle the order and Hollywood 
should be called upon. 

Scripts for the subject? are already 
being prepared by top name writers, 
including George S. Kaufman and 
Ben Hecht. They were lined up by 


Garson Kanin, consultant and pro- 
ducer on the staff of the OEM film 
unit. 


Unit will be in general charge of 
the pictures and is aiming to work 
through the organization set up 


in 
| 


+ 








Hollywood to make soldier-training | 


pix for the Signal Corps. That’s the 


Motion Picture Research Council of | 
the Motion Picture Academy of Arts | 


and Sciences. Darryl F. Zanuck is 


chairman of the Council and in 
charge of the Signal Corps pix. 
Contact has been made by the 


OEM—of which the Office of Civil- 
fan Defense is a part—with the 


Army. Latter has agreed to delay | 


the making of further training films 
until the civilian protection reels are 
made in the event’ studios are 
rushed to handle both jobs at once. 
Studios make these pix at cost. 
Offshoot of Lorentz Unit 
OEM unit, virtually a reincarna- 
tion of Pare Lorentz’s United States 
Film Service, which folded 18 
months ago when Congress failed to 


appropriate further funds, has just 
completed two new pictures. They 
are ‘Tanks’, with a commentary 
spoken by Orson Welles, and 
‘Women in Defense’, with the com- 
mentary written by Eleanor Roose- 


velt and spoken by Katharine Hep- 
burn, 


That brings to a total of 16 the 
films made by the OEM unit and 
its predecessor—a group of former 
US. Film Service men who con- 


tracted independently with Govern- 
ment agencies to make pictures. 
Films are distributed by the indus- 
try’s War Activities Committee, ad- 
ministered by Francis Harmon, for- 
mer assistant to Will Hays. 


Films, running from seven to 22 
Minutes, get distribution in as many 
@s 12,000 theatres. OEM merely sup- 
Plies prints (about 600 of them in 
¢rder to speed playoff to four months 
or less) to the WAC. Theatre ops 


too 





And Social Graces, Too 


Boston, Dec. 30. 

Soldiers who can’t dance would 
be taught under a plan of Mrs. 
Anna M. Greene, president of 
the Dancing Masters of Amer- 
ica, and Leroy H. Thayer, 
former president and secretary- 
treasurer of the association. 
They went. to Washington to 
confer with government officials. 


Linda Ware, 17, Par 
Starlet, May Again Be 
Involved in Custody Suit 








Detroit, Dec. 30. 
Possibility of another custody fight 


| 
| 


| America 
' 


over Linda Ware, 17-year-old pic- | 
ture player, loomed here with the 
death in Hollywood last week of | 


Anna Catherine Still- 


lengthy litigation 


her aunt, Mrs 
wagon, who after 
had been named the girl’s 

Probability that George Stillwagon, 


father of the young actress, will re- | 


sume his fight for her custody came 
with the announcement of the aunt’s 
death. Latter’s right to be named 
guardian had been challenged both in 
the Michigan and California courts. 
To head off the possibility of Still- 
wagon obtaining a court order for 


the girl’s custody immediately, word 


was received from California 
following the death of the aunt, her 
Hollywood attorney was named tem- 
porary guardian 


But with the legal guardian dead, 


Stillwagon indicated that he felt 
there now were no other claims su- 
perior to his and that he wv ld be- 
gin action. Miss Ware had been with 
iher aunt several years ana, along 
with his suits for custody, Stillwago1 

whose home is here, had brought ac- 
tion against Para int because of 
publicity blurbs sent out which im- 
plied that the child had been aban- 
doned in an orphanage before round- 


who have signed cards pledging their | 


help to the nation’s war effort are 
notified of availability, and obtain 
prints from a designated exchange 
in their territory. They are free. 


Pro Rata Costs 


| 


ing into Hollywood. 





RKO Grooming Legit 
Director, Jas. Nielson 


James Nielson, until recently stage 
manager for Katharine Cornell, has 
been inked to a director pact at RKO 
He is now at the studio for a stretch 
of breaking-in prior to a picture as- 
signment. 

Nielson was spotted by RKO’s east- 
ern talent chief, Arthur Willi, at the 
Chapel Playhouse, strawhat in Guil- 
ford, Conn. He ‘directed two shows 


WAC has arranged for the nine top| there which Willi caught and liked. 


Companies (including Republic) 


Share the work of handling the Gov-| San Francisco 


efnment product by designating 
(Continued on page 55) 


| 


to He went to Hollywood directly from 


Cornell's 
folded 


after Miss 


tour in ‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ 


there. 


guardian. | 





that | 


| business 
welfare 


| 
| 


| 


LATIN WOOING FLIVS SO FAR 





0.0. GHIDES PIX, 
RADIO METHODS 


Italians, Japs and Also the 
British Eclipse Yanks’ 
Goodwill Technique in 
South America Via Air, 
Pix, Press, Etc. 


RIGHT AND WRONG 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

Despite all the drum-beating of 
recent years, the United States’ ef- 
fort to promote Good Neighbor spirit 
among nations of the Western Hemi- 
sphere via radio, films and other 
arts is pretty much a flop in the eyes 
of a Congressional investigating 
group which has just turned in its 
findings on a 25,000-mile inspection 
of American diplomatic agencies in 
Latin America. 


Cultivation of the Latins with 
cinematic and microphonic propa- 
ganda so far has missed the goal be- 


ooo a 


Give ‘National Morale’ Argument, 
Where Screen Stars Fear They're 
Being Seen in ‘Too Many Pictures 





F.D.R. on Wax 





Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 

RCA-Victor next week is re- 
leasing a platter of President 
Roosevelt’s war message to Con- 
gress made December 8. 

Recorded from the actual 
broadcast and released by per- 
mission of the White House, the 
disc runs on both sides and in- 
cludes Congressional color and 
background. 








Gene Tierney, in Spades, 
On B’way Xmas Week, 
But Gets Bad Press Break 


Unusual 





for any  player—but 


little more than a year, and includes 





cause Americans do not appreciate 
the tastes, interests and conditions 
in countries below the Rio Grande, 
according to the members of the 
House Appropriations committee 
handling fiscal affairs of the State 
Department. 


No recommendation was 
that the U. S. should drop its cam- 
paign. On the contrary, the law- 


nels. Results so far are by no means 

satisfactory, the report said. 
Particular criticism was made of 

the way the United States missed 


various _Western Hemisphere coun-| 


tries closer through entertainment. | 





Agreeing that better understanding | 
and friendship can be achieved | 
through reciprocal artistic activities, | 
the lawmakers felt ‘we have been| 
considerably remiss in keeping up| 
with the pace set by other countries | 
in acquainting citizens of Latin 
with our national plans, 
procedures, purposes, culture, back- 
ground and related facts.’ Onus falls 
(Continued on page 54) 


Again, Planning Special 
B’way Council to Meet 
The War Emergency 





Broadway showmen are siateatiiad 
the formation of a permanent coun- | 
cil to be composed of representa- 
tives from all organizations within 
the theatre. Idea was proposed some 
years ago as the result of the de- 
9) ) and has been 1! be- 

| t | tl { € { ency tl | { - 

e U.S " ibrup 
piunge O 4 
In to participate é 
nove P en Tame 
I Re \ ro! Le r 
York Theatre ind ind 
tnat at -in¢ 1\ bod} 
gers, actors, authors, stagehands, 
musicians and other unions will 


okay the idea. Previous attempts to 
form such a council were close to 
fruition, but one or two groups, in- 
cluding the authors, were not re- 
sponsive. Figured that the present 
situation will tend to weld show 
together for the general 
of the theatre. 

There is a similar council opera- 
tive in London and it is understood 
concerted action there has produced 
effective results. It is credited to a 
considerable extent in making it 
possible for a number of theatres to 
successfully operate under condi- 
tions far more arduous than are ex- 
pected to eventuate over here. 


In the meantime, any number of 
meetings are being held almost daily | 
in show circles for the purpose of 
readying theatres 1i0ould the me- 
tropolis be raided from the air. j 


made | 


makers want the energies increased, | 
but steered in more productive chan-|; 


the boat in the attempts to draw the | 


|Male Animal,’ 


Only about half-a-dozen roles—is 
| Gene Tierney’s experience in finding 
| herself starred in two pictures on 
| Broadway simultaneously during the 
| bullish Christmas holiday week. An- 
| other curious angle is that the thea- 
| tres happen to be right across the 
street from each other; the Astor, 


| where ‘Shanghai Gesture’ is playing, 


|} and the Criterion, with ‘Sundown.’ 

Miss Tierney, under contract to 
| 20th -Fox, was loaned out for both the 
; films, one made by Arnold Press- 
| burger and one by Walter Wanger, 
and both released by United Artists. 


and probably detrimental to 
future, was the generally unfavor- 
able criticism in the New York and 
trade press. 


beyond those merited by her meager 
experience. 

Femme was copped out of the cast 
of Herman Shumlin’s legiter, ‘The 
in 1940 for her first 
Hollywood part. 


stage experience was in the short-| 
lived ‘Mrs. O’Brien Entertains,’ for 
which she was recommended to pro- 
ducer George Abbott by a talent 
scout for a major film company 


Talent departments of all the com- 
panies had eyes on her while she 
was in the two legiters, seeing great 
potentialities but feeling she needed 
more stage experience. It was in the 
midst of this watehful waiting and 
tentative offers that 20th-Fox snapped 
her up. 

Initial ‘The 


fol- 


screen role was in 
Return of Frank James.’ Then 
lowed ‘Hudson’s Bay’ and “Tobacco 
Road,’ all for 20th, prior to her loan- 


out for ‘Sundown’ and ‘Gesture.’ 


SCREEN WRITERS PITCH 
IN FOR HOME DEFENSE 


Hollywood, D 30 


inction in ¢ with govern- 
ment, municipal and motion picture 
officials for national defense. 
Committee consists of Ralph Block, 
chairman; Sheridan Gibney, vice 
chairman:.Sidney Buchman, Charles 
Brackett, John Larkin, Mary Mc- 
Call, Jr., Allen Rivkin, Robert Ros- 
son and Harry Tugend. Jack Junge- 
meyer, Jr., is liaison between the 


“ooperation 


' Guild and the Los Angeles Civilian 
| Defense Committee. 


CAPT. KAPLAN YENS ACTION 


A. T. Kaplan, formerly operator of 
the Fifth Avenue Playhouse, now a 


captain in an infantry company (ma- | 


chine gun division), has applied for 
more active duty since Japan entered 
the war. 


Because of his experience in the 
show busine he has been in charge 
of operating three camp theatres at 


Camp Croft, N. C. 


a 
+. —_——— 


especially so for a 21-year-old whose | 
entire Hollywood career dates back | 


| b.o. 
| Unfortunately for the young star, | 
her | 


| ABBOTT-COSTELLO’S 1ST DISK 


Feeling was that Miss | 
Tierney was being pushed into roles | 


| ‘Laugh, 


Her only previous | 





Couple of major producers are 
burning over unwillingness of some 
name stars to accept picture engage- 
ments for sundry reasons. Pyro- 
ducers contend that important stars 
now loafing, regardless of the reason, 
should make pictures if for no other 
reason than that popular faces on 
screen would be a further stimulant 
to public morale. Studio heads think 
that money and tax matters should 
not be considered at a time like this 
and that some of the individual sit< 
downers, enormously wealthy, could 
set a fine example by becoming more 
active and turning over proceeds 
from one picture each to the Governe 
ment for use in the national emere 
gency. 

Tiffs with studios are variously re- 
ported as involving selection of vehi- 
| cles, salaries, and in some cases be- 





| cause stars figure they'll be worse 


| Off making more pictures due to high 
income tax levies. 

One studio is_ particuluarly 
wrought up over a star who is now 
‘very unhappy’ with a net salary of 
$4,000 a week. Same player got first 
chance on this lot, starting with 
salary of $150 weekly. 

Importance of familiar faces on 
screen in maintaining morale is also 
stressed from angle that in keeping 
theatre business healthy, important 
names would also be contributing to 
welfare of industry as a whole. 

Several major lots have iong been 
concerned over inability to get 
enough top names to appear more 
| frequently in pictures, with clamor 
|from exhibs for more established 
draws another disconcerting 
factor. 





Bud Abbott and Lou Costello’s 
initial recording for RCA-Victor will 
be released this week (2). Titled 
Laugh, Laugh’ the duo is ac- 
companied on it by the Sportsmen, 
quartet, and a band batonned by 
Lou Bring. 

Sides were made in Hollywood. 
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XMAS BIZ 10-15% BETTER THAN SAME 
PERIOD 1940, DESPITE WAR JITTERS 





Reduced Prices for Service Men No Militating Factor. 
Vs. General Upswing as Boxoffices Get Into 
Stride—Other Amusements Perk | 


Although some situations were not, ally is the building of the new 1,124- 
as good this Christmas as a year ago,| seat Admiral by Osran Amusement 
notably in cities where the at- Co. a subsid of Evergreen Theatres 
tractions were of below par value on | Corp. The Admiral beat the gun on 
first-run downtown bookings as well} priorities, all the necessary materials 
as in neighborhoods, the mean aver-| having been purchased beforehand, 
age for the whole country shows a| and is scheduled to open March 15. | 
strong rise in grosses. 


| 
According to figures so far reported aq 4s 
Christmas day ran from 10 to 15‘: Bowling Competition, 
Weather No Mpls. Snags 


better than for the same holiday in| 
Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 


1940, while comparisons would indi- 

cate that an even better lift has been 

recorded since. including on Friday Even in the face of increasingly 

(26) and over the past weekend. severe bowling alley opposition and | 
unfavorable weather conditions, the- | 
atre business in the Northwest has 


Result is that the month of De- 
cember will add up well ahead of the 

been able to stage a speedy come- 
back from the brief tailspin into 


same month a year ago in spite of| 
war and the boxoffice depression that 
was felt immediately after the yel-| which it was thrown by the United 
low peril touched Hawaii and the States’ entry into the war, accord- 
Philippines, fastening people to their! ing to John J. Friedl, president of 
radios and newspapers. The third) the Minnesota Amusement Co. 
week of December prior to Christ-| (Paramount chain). 
mas, when shopping is at its zenith, Speaking of operations in his own 
was substantially ahead of the cor-} ¢j;euit of nearly 100 Minnesota, 
responding week in 1940, which} North and South Dakota and west- 
means that recovery from the wal/ ern Wisconsin theatres—the terri- 
scare was quicker, though not all-/ tory’s largest chain by far—Friedl 
out, than had been anticipated. says that the manner in which the 
Among other things to be taken| public has flocked back to the 
into consideration this year is the| ghowhouses after the initial war 
large number of service men who | shock should dissipate any doubt as 
are being admitted to theatres at half | to films’ firm and permanent en- 
price or less for a larger attendance} trenchment in the entertainment 
but a lesser gross than otherwise | sphere. 
would be attained. | On Christmas day, for example, 
In a statement issued Monday (29), | ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ playing day- 
Barney Balaban, president of Par-| snq-date at ihe Minnesota Amuse- 
amount, stated that there has been a | ment company’s leading Minneapolis 
decided recovery from war jitters, | and St. Paul houses, the State and 


























with reports ‘from Paramount the- 
atre associates throughout the nation 
showing a decided upswing in box- 
office business within the past few 
days.’ According to Balaban, the 
business increase has been general | 
regardless of whether the theatres | 
are on Coast lines or in the interior. | 

In New York grosses during the 
past week have been running neck- 
and-neck with a year ago. 





Coast Bounces Back 
San Francisco, Dec. 30. 

Business bounced back to near nor- 
mal for the holiday season, with 
houses which had shuttered follow- | 
ing outbreak of war gencrally re- 
lighted Christmas Day. 

Golden States circuit closed its 19 
city houses Dec. 24, following deci- 
sion not to risk Christmas eve, and 
Dan McLean’s Embassy was probably 
hardest hit among the downtown 
subsequents, having been running 
under notice. The Downtown wasn't 
able to get ready for its opening on 
time and postponed relighting until 
Jan. 1. 

First runs otherwise faund holiday 
traffic as good as could.be expected. 
the worst handicap being the stay- 
home-nights civilian defense 
paign which slows business after 8 
p.m. 


teresa 


Radio business is good, time sales | 
going along much as usual, accounts ! 


cooperating 100° on making up time 
lost during blackout silences. 
business is not terrific at unstruck 


spois, but there are few squawks. 
Picketed situations are rocking along 
to normal business. Key niteries are | 


tisfactory. 


Less Fear in Portland 
Portland, Ore., Dec. 30 
Town’s coming back to normal 


siowly, blackout fears diminish. 
Most theatres and night spots report 
good business. Neon and display 
lights are permitted on condition 


they can be turned off on 60-second 
notice. 

KOIN (CBS outlet) is the official 
station for this district, and is on 24 
hours a day. 

Navy Town OK 
Bremerton, Wash., Dec. 30. 

Though recent blackouts hit the 
b. o. plenty, picture house patrons 
in this naval town quickly became 
reconciled to the idea. There are no 
jitters. and indications are for rap- 
idly increasing grosses since there is 
much Government coin in circulation 
through the navy yards and per- 
sonnel, 

Population has jumped from 15,000 
to 30,000 in past year and chances are 


that figure will reach 50,000 by | Several board members believe they | picture, ‘In This Our Life.’ 
In keeping with increased | acted too hastily in ordering post- | was 


spring. 


cam-} 


Hotel | 








Paramount, turned in a gross 40% 
in excess of the two theatres’ takings 


Never Saw a Play 


First thing that USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., has learned about its 
initial legit effort, ‘Out of the 
Frying Pan,’ is that an explana- 
tion must be given to the audi- 
ence before the show as to what 
the intermissions are. Most sol- 
diers, it was discovered, have 
never seen a legiter before and 
are confused by the blank space 
between acts. 

Most of the boys begin to leave 
after the first act, thinking that’s 
the end of the show, unless they 
get the advance’ explanation. 
Others, it was discovered, 
thought they were seeing three 
different shows. 


Bert Lytell Seeks 
Full-Time Morale 
Post With Army 








Bert Lytell has offered his services 
to the army and would enter the 
service as a commissioned officer in 
the morale division to actively 
handle camp entertainment. He ifs 
willing to devote full time to that 
work and, should his proposal be 
accepted, the Equity president will 
be the first prominent actor to enter 
the service im such capacity. 

Communications between Lytell 
and the morale division have been 
exchanged. Understood that the 
army bureau has expressed appre- 


on the same day a year ago when | ciation of his offer, but so far the 


weather conditions were more favor- 
able. The Christmas day gross of 
the Bob Hepe musical film ‘he’s 
boxoffice tops here) at the Minne- 
apolis State are known to have been 


approximately $3,000, real stage- 
show figures in this town. LElse- 
where over the circuit, too, the 


Christmas day gain was substantial, 
if not nearly so sharp, however, ac- 
cording to Friedl. 
Bowling a Big Bother 

Friedl still regards bowling as a 
source of terrific competition for 
the film houses and the ability of 
grosses to attain normal proportions, 





| was financed by 


regardless, encourages him particu- | 


larly. Right here in Minneapolis two 
new large alleys have sprung up 
within the last month and the game 
is getting as big a play as ever 
making false prophets out of those 
who predicted its vogue would be 
shortlived. But with good pictures 


, (and Friedl has much praise for. re- 
| cent 
| circulation, 


and 
due to 
and 


product ) more money in 
increased em- 


ployment higher farm prices. 


regulations are limited to officers 
from various divisions, men ~who 
have been in service for some time. 
Lytell, however, has pointed out that 
no practical showmen are in the 
morale branch and, by using people 
of theatre experience, camp enter- 
tainment would be placed on an ef- 
ficient level. 

On Christmas day Lytell headed a 
group of professionals which gave a 
performance at the Paramount the- 
atre, Newport, R. I., to an audience 
principally composed of sailors. It 
USO, with whom 
Lytell is active in arranging other 
service entertainment. 





LANGE’S FIRST XMAS 
IN N.Y. IN 7 YEARS 


Fred Lange, formerly European 
manager for Paramount, now home- 
office representative in the foreign 


| department under John W. Hicks, Jr., 


i spent his 


there’s plenty of room—and always | 


will be—for film houses; and they’! 
(Continued on page 16) 


first Christmas in New 
York in seven years last week. 

Previously, he had been stationed 
in Paris. 


Bette Davis’ Ideas on Oscar Awards — 
Spurned, She Resigns Academy Prez 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Refusal of other officials of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences to accept her plan for a 
substitute for the cancelled annual 
Oscar dinner was reportedly the 
cause of Bette Davis’ resignation as 
prez last week. Actress’ idea was to 
make the awards in a theatre, with 
a nation-wide broadcast, and turn 
proceeds over to War Relief. 

First femme prexy of the academy 
also is said to have had an idea for 
| wooden Oscars to save metal. These 


| would be redeemed for the mccoy 
at the end of the war. 
Awards banquet may be _ held 


after all, however. Meeting tonight 
| (Tues.) of the board of governors is 
expected to rescind an earlier order 
cancelling the event and substituting 
|; one more in keeping with the times. 


; the event as originally scheduled for 

Feb. 27 with all trimmings of former 
years. 

Miss Davis’ resignation will be ac- 
cepted by the board of governors at 
a meeting Jan. 7. Walter Wanger, 
first v.p., automatically moves up to 
the presidency in accordance with 
the academy's constitution. 

Edward Arnold, second v.p.; Rosa- 
lind Russell, third v.p., and James 
Hilton, fourth v.p. advance one 
notch, leaving a vacancy to be filled 
at the meeting when a new fourth 
will be named. 
| In a note accompanying her resig- 
nation, Miss Davis expressed her 
opinion that the presidency of the 
Academy is a full time job and that 
|she could not fulfill it efficiently in 
,addition to her film work at War- 
jners. She has not been in the best 


Anticipated action is motivated by |of health and has been ordered by 


| advices that the President’s Ball and 
_ Similar festivities around the coun- 
| try are to be held as in former years. 


oe Physician to take a few months’ 
rest on her New Hampshire farm. 
following completion of her current 
Wanger 


Academy for the 


president 


population and faster tempo gener- ponement and now favor holding | 1940-41 season. 


Fats’ Carnegie Jive 


Fats Waller, pianist and organist, 
will give a serious concert on both 
instruments in Carnegie Hall, New 
York, Jan. 14 He'll work without 
his band and do a straight musical 
show—no singing. 

For the last half hour or so of 
the concert a group of outstanding 
name instrumentalists will combine 
with Waller in a jam session. Artie 
Shaw and Gene Krupa are so far 
set to participate. 


99% OF PAR’S BD PFD. 
CONVERTED THUS FAR 


With 2,500 to $5,000 shares of Para- 
mount second preferred stock com- 
ing into the conversion agency daily 
for converting into common, check 
this week reveals that more than 59°- 
of these shares presently outstanding, 
or 380,510 shares, have been switched 
into Par common stock. Reason for 
this rush to convert into common is 
that Paramount has called for the re- 
demption of the second preferred 
shares on Feb. 3, and set Jan. 20 as 
the deadline when this preference 
issue can be changed into common. 

Par management is understood to 
fee] that nearly all of the second 
preferred currently outstanding will 
have been converted into common 
by the January date. Last check on 
the amount not yet converted (Dec. 
23) revealed that less than 242,000 
second preferred remained to be 
swapped. 

If the full total of shares outstand- 
ing had to be redeemed, it would 
cost Paramount about $4,146,000. 
Even with the conversions to date, 
it’s figured that the redemption 
would cost approximately $646,000, 


Lightman’s $20,000 
Bonuses in U.S. Bonds 


Memphis, Dec. 30. 














Christmas bonus of approximately 
$20,000 to employees of the 70 houses 
scattered over Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Tennessee and Kentucky. 


M. A. Lightman had the money 
sent in U. 8. defense stamps and 
bonds rather than cash, 





CORIO’S COMIC DEFI 


Ribs Her Own Pic, But Hosts Press 
Cocktailery 








} 


With distribs of every pic on 
Broadway last week busily claiming 
one opening day record or another, 


Producers Releasing Corp. found it | 


also had one. Company's ‘Swamp 
Woman,’ starring Ann Corio, at the 
Central, achieved the distinction of 
‘No stars’ under the N. Y. News’ sys- 
tem of rating pix and shows. That's 
a record hit only once before, by 


Paramounts ‘Story of Temple 
Drake’ back in 1933. 
Fully cognizant of the inauspi- 


ciousness of her film debut, Stripeuse 
Corio took some of the sting out of 
it with an opening day telegram to 
the critics. It read: 





‘After 15 minutes of ‘Swamp 


vitation to come over and have a 
drink with me at ‘White Cargo’ re- 
hearsal, 110 W. 48th st. (11 to 6). But 


. hope the Hoboken chief of police | 


| sits through the picture twice. Afte1 
| this Swamp sojourn, am |] happy the 
next stop is Africa. Ann Tondeleyo 
Corio.’ 


Miss Corio is rehearsing to tow 
as “Tondeleyo’ in the legiter. ‘White 
| Cargo,’ localed in Africa. Play was 
| banned la‘t week by police in Hobo- 


ken. ‘Swamp Woman’ is reviewed in| 


current ‘Variety.’ 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Elisabeth Bergner. 
Charles Coburn, 
Jack Dunnings. 
Paulette Goddard. 
June Havoc. 

Mrs. Alfred Hitchcock. 
Patricia Hitchcock. 
Lois Andrews Jessel. 
Harry Leedy. 

Al Lichtman. 
Edmond O’Brien, 
Hal Roach. 

Jack Runyon. 

Leon Schiesinger. 
Charles Smith. 

Sam Ward. 

Buddy Westmore. 





OMAHA’S CUTS 
FOR ARMY MEN 
APPLAUDED 


Omaha, Dec. 30. 
Town is cheering local theatres for 
a deep cut in admission for ail sery. 
ice men. Top houses made a 25¢., 


;}maximum including tax, and this 
goes no matter whether prices are 
upped for stage shows or not. Houses 
that charged 35c. dropped to 20c. and 
those charging 20 went to 15, while 
the 22 houses dropped to llc. An- 
nouncement was made in big news- 
paper ads and flashes in front of the 
theatres. 

Reaction was extremely favorable, 
announcements on screen being re- 
ceived with cheers. Business, pro. 
fessional and working sections have 
written many letters commending 
| theatres. 


100 DEFENSE 
STAMP MATS 


Cleveland, Dec. 30. 


About 100 nabe houses are getting 
together Jan. 2 to put across first 
‘Defense Stamp Matinees’ which are 
being coordinated by M. B. Horwitz, 
operator of Washington Theatre Cir- 
cuit. 

Youngsters buying 10c defense 
stamps, instead of regular admish 
tickets, to be admitted free. Ex- 

















Malco Theatres, Inc., distributed a | 


Woman’ you may appreciate the in- | 


| changes not charging film rentals 
|for special patriotic matinees, and 
| projectionists also contributing serv- 
| ices. 


'25c Defense Stamp 
As Admish to Films 


Nashville, Dec. 30. 


As aid to promotion of sale of U. S. 
Defense Bonds and Stamps, Crescent 
Amus, Co. begins Wednesday (3i) 
the first of weekly defense rallies to 
be held in various theatres owned 
by the chain. The first will be held 
in Madison and will include in ad- 
dition to a feature picture a patriotic 
program, price of admission being 
purchase of a 25c Defense Stamp. 

Idea was worked out by Lioyd 
Lawrence, Madison manager, and 
Tim Sanders, director of Crescent’s 
radio publicity. If first rally is suc- 
| cessful, then weekly rallies will be 
held at other affiliates indefinitely. 





; 
| 
| 
| 


Tony Martin Cleared Of 
Draft-Evasion Charges 


Hollywood, Dec. 30 
Tony Martin has been cleared by 
| U.S. attorney William Fleet Palmer 
| of draft evasion charges ‘mistakenly 
| issued’ according to his statement. 
| Palmél said the complaint was dis- 
| missed with ‘regrets at having caused 
| temporary discomfort to Martin. 
| Actor-singer in Chicago said he 
had received deferment by the draft 
board and had applied for enlist- 
ment in the Navy. 


Martin Werried Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec. 30 

The story of Tony Martin's diffi- 
culty with the draft board gave 
Warners officials here severa] bad 
hours until word was received that 
everything had been finally straight- 
ened out. 

Martin is scheduled to appear at 
a speciai New Year's Eve show (to- 
morrow night at the Earle. Prices 
had been hiked to $1.71 top on 
strength of his appearance and the 
show was widely advertised. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Neil F. Agnew. 
Phyllis Brooks. 
Dick Condon. 
Thornton Delehanty. 
Homer Fickett. 
Errol Flynn. 
Robert Gillham. 
Hal Horne. 
Jeffrey Lynn. 
John Millin, 
Everett Sloane. 
Elihu Winer. 
Bill von Zehle. 
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FILM CHECKING TIGHTENS 





_- ¥ 


SAFETY MINUS HYSTERIA 


Show business is vitally interested in the orders of U. S. Army 
commanders which have resulted in calling off West Coast Bowl 
football games and other sports events which attract large 
crowds. Reason for the action is obvious, and no doubt essen- 
tial until such time as the military and local authorities have 
perfected adequate patrol and regulations to guarantee safety 
of civilians. 


For the moment, the strict regulations apply only to the 
Pacific area. It is to the credit of the highly efficient police 
department in New York and other eastern cities that the 
Army has decided it is not necessary to curtail amateur or pro- 
fessional sporting events in the east. The Chicago Bears and 
a picked team of professional football players will meet in the 
Polo Grounds on Jan. 4, when half the receipts will go to war 
relief organizations. And New York’s New ‘’ear’s hoopla, with 
its traditional 1,000,000 or more merrymakers jampacking 
Times Square, continues per usual, 


No one possibly can take exception to every action by the 
military authorities to insure safety of civilians. The lurking 
threat to show business, which lies behind actions already 
taken, is that municipal authorities in scattered sections, in 
their eagerness to cooperate with Army chiefs, may extend the 
prohibitions unwisely, perhaps hysterically, and discourage 
theatre attendance, 


Such action seems as unwise as it is unnecessary. It should 
be borne in mind that theatre structures in all first class cities 
are buildings which have been designed to meet the highest 
requirements of safety for audiences, They are not only fire- 
proof, in conformance with the most modern standards, but 
they are subject to constant examination by local fire depart- 
ments. In an emergency, according to instructions issued by 
the Organization of Civilian Defense, the standard theatre is 
an excellent place for refuge. 


Theatre operators everywhere are active in community 
affairs. 


In this highly sensitive situation theatre men will render 
additional important service to their communities by being on 
the alert for all suggestions, from whatever source, which might 
lead to unwise regulations not in the interest of public service 
or safety. 


Pension Plan to Be Extended by Par 
To Take in 20 More; May Add All Later 





land Griffis are 60, while for the 
The Paramount pension plan,|others it is 65. Annual insurance 
evolved in 1937 for 10 top execu-|premium to carry the pensioning is 


tives of the company, will be ex- understood to be $131,159. 


tended to include at least 20 other 
individuals, probably more, and ulti- 
mately may be placed in force for 
everybody in Par’s employ. 

Additional 20 or more _ persons 
who will be benefited by the Par 
pension-insurance have not been 
officially determined but they will 
embrace higher-bracket executives 
in the theatre, distribution and pro- 
duction departments who have been 
with the company 10 years or longer, 
i is understood. 


Under the Par pension system the 
equivalent of 20% of the total salary | 
earned is set aside in the form of 


Par’s Quarterly 
Bonus System 





; : | 
Paramount will declare a special 


l'bonus for all its employees every 


retirement insurance, for which of * Py 
course insurance premiums are quarter irom now on, accoraing Oo 
paid. On reaching the age of 65,/Barney Balahan, president, who 
: ® ' ° 
the pension in effect becomes an ladds that the amount to be paid 


annuity I * may c i » | a 
re but the holder may continue lwill be based on Governmental sta- 
orking for Par if desiring. Should | 


re; he 
: . 1 tistics covering the increase in the 
the employee die meantime, then the | ' Ad aha § = 
widow . ‘ : leost of living due to war. 
Ow or other heirs receive the | cic ean: laa 
. Saalri y © « > 1gnest 
money in the form of an annuity. | Seeking to maintain the g 


Among other things, the Par plan | possible morale among its personnel, 
serves as insurance against its man-|Par at Christmas time declared a 
bower and is designed to protect the bonus based on salaries paid from 
company from desertion of execu- |July 7 last through to the end of 
tives for whom the pension is set the year. The percentage was 4% 
aside. At the same time protection a 
ls furnished the families of the exe- | Of $100, and 2% on the remainder 
Cutives and probable, if at some |UP to an additional $100, while over 
later date the pension plan is ex-|and above this an extra 
tended to all Par personnel or most | 52 
of it, that it will represent an im- | paid to all employees earning 
portant investment in loyalty and |to $75. 
geod will, Also, on Wednesday (24) the com- 
@ 10 Par executives for wrom |pany alloted several hundred dollars 
Pensioning system was set up in |to provide all its home office and 





up 


the 


1987 are Barney Balaban, Stanton |N.Y. exchange personnel a Christ- 
Griffis, Y. Frank Freeman, Neil F.|mas party, including refreshments 
Agnew, Austin C. Keough, Walter B.|and food, plus the raffling of tur- 
Gokell, Fred Mohnhardt, John W.|keys to lucky ticket holders. 


- Jr., Russell Holman and Paul | 
+ albourn, {tained sepal 


4@ retirement ages for Balaban | outsiders invited as guests 


Executives of the company enter- 


itely as well, with some 


To Meet H.C. L. 


on the salary paid up to a limit | 


: | 
week’s | 
lary up to a maximum of $50 was | 


WWaPICIOU: 


$100 Daily Average, For Ex- 
ample, Found to Be Much 
Under Real Takings — On 
Downward Revisions, Also, 
It’s Favored Distribs 
Where Exhibs Outsmarted 
Themselves 








UP TO 45-50% 





By checking hundreds of theatres 
on percentage which heretofore were 
not on the checker lists, distributors 


are obtaining added rentals that 
were not looked for when they made 
their deals. This includes houses 
that have played percentage in the 
past as well as from accounts which 
in prior years have bought their 
film flat at figures which apparently 
have been lower than justified by 
the grosses. 

As result of the policy to check 
virtually all accounts on this sea- 
son’s (1941-42) film, excepting those 
known to be reliable, the collec- 
tions on many engagements are run- 
ning the distributor share up to as 
high as 45 and 50%. Sources say 
that the payoff to the distrib in a 
representative number of cases has 
been this high even on some ordin- 
ary pictures, because gypping ex- 
hibs have outsmarted themselves. 

Such accounts, many of which ap- 
parently keep two sets of books, did 
not expect that their boxoffice would 
be clocked when they made deals 
and gave figures to the distribs as a 
basis for percentage contracts that 
were not in line with business they 
did last season. 

Last Year’s Average 

In setting up deals on pictures 
sold this season, the distribs in most 
instances have used gross figures 
supplied by the account on compar- 


sliding scales and plits. Where the 
distribs has supplied a $100 a day 
gross on a last year’s film (which 
probably did $200, as judged by what 
(Continued on page 54) 





Columbia and United 
exchanging general 


Artists are 


of Canada, Ltd. 

And Dave Coplan, whom 
replaces, moves te Glazer’s 
spot as g.m. of Canadian UA. 





former 


able pictures last year as a basis for | 


COLUMBIA AND UA SWAP 
CANADIAN GEN’L MGRS. 


managers in| 
Canada this week. Sam Glazer, with | 
UA for 19 years, leaves the company | 
to become g.m. of Columbia Pictures | 


Glazer | 





nISTR Inc Pry ‘Hal Wallis-Murray Silverstone 
Talk Indie Unit Setup for UA 
Distribution; Also Partnership 





Roach East for Parley 


Hal Roach has arrived in New 
York for a huddle on his 1942 pro- 
duction schedule with United Art- 
ists execs, 

Producer recently completed the 
10 streamlined features promised for 
this season. 


Detroit Sees 


OPM Assist To 
Kayo Dual Pix 


Detroit, Dec. 30. 
Maybe the Government can end 
the double-feature bane of Detroit. 
Exhibitors here for years have 
been seeking some way of breaking 
away from the solid duo-billing of 











attempts in the past washed out be- 
cause of a lack of solidarity. Now 
it is figured that the war could bring 
down an edict which would force 
everybody to revert to single pic- 
tures and make it stick. 


which could simply restore Detroit 
to the single standard. Idea is that 
this city is a major defense indus- 
try center and the ruling could be 
put through on a basis of conserving 
power, electricity and even the 
energy of the workers who would go 
home to bed instead of sitting 
through four hours of picture bills. 
The approach to OPM wouldn’t be 
too difficult for the local groups 
since one of the top figures of the 
board is William §8. Knudsen, a 
Detroiter. 

Other idea is that if the Office of 
Production Management didn’t want 
to come right out with an edict 
aimed directly at picture houses by 
|calling for single features, the same 
end could be achieved by setting 
an earljer closing hour whick would 
|force the shortening of the present 
lengthy bills. 








A. Indies Vote Vs. Duals 
Los Angeles, Dec. 30. 

Indie exhibitors Monday (29) night 
went on record as favoring elimi- 
nation of duals for return to sin- 
gles policy. Figured apropos at this 
| time as emergency measure. 
Maximum running time of two 
| hours, 30 minutes is suggested as 
exemplary. 


ne 
| 








| 





uit by a film company 
t William Bioff and George B. 
| Browne for the return of $100,000 
milked from it by the convicted labor 
leaders was filed yesterday (Tues- 
day) in N. Y. federal court by Para- 


First s 
agaln 


| 
j 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 


mount. This action is undoubtedly 
the forerunner of similar suits by} 
|Loew’s, 20th Century-Fox and! 


| Warner Bros. which can be expected 
to follow. Browne and Bioff were 
convicted of obtaining at least $100,- 
000 from each of the four majors 
through threats of calling a strike in 
| the International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees. 


under ‘duress’ and that no labor dis- 
| pute was involved. 
Stockholders of the four companies 
| have filed some 30 suits in the federal 


and supreme courts of N. Y. against 
fficials of the companies seeking a 
irn of the monies paid. There are 


£ 


Par Sues to Recover 1006 From 
Browne-Bioff; Others to Follow? 


vv 


the city, from first to last runs, with | Douglas Fairbanks. 


It is felt that OPM is the agency | 


Imminent departure of Hal Wallis 
as exec producer at Warner Bros., is 
seen in negotiations with Murray 
Silverstone to become a_ partner 


with the former United Artists chief 
in a production unit. Wallis and 
Silverstone have in turn held con- 
versations with UA execs on their 
proposed unit’s acquisition of stock 
ownership in UA. 

Silverstone, who recently returned 
to New York from the Coast after 
several months there, said he had 
‘no comment’ on the reported part- 
nership with Wallis. A financial in- 
terest in the unit, it has been learn- 
ed. will be taken by Mary Pickford. 

Deal between Silverstone and 
Wallis is understood to be virtually 
set if the UA end can be concluded, 
Silverstone is said to have the nec- 
essary financing. He’d handle the 
business angles and Wallis the pro- 
duction side of the unit. 

Wallis for some months has been 
reported considering leaving WB. 

There’s a one-fifth interest in UA 
available. Company in the past two 
years acquired the 20% blocks held 
by Samuel Goldwyn and the late 
With David O, 
Selznick’s entry into the firm, he 
got one block while tke other re- 
rnains open. 


KELLY STARTS ON HIS - 
SPLIT SCHEDULE FOR UA 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Arthur Kelly starts his new 50-50 
time schedule this week as United 
Artists exec between home office 
duties in New York and studio con- 
nections in Hollywood. 

Newly organized product commit- 
tee is shopping for offices near the 
Samuel Goldwyn studios to be near 
operations. 


Harley Clarke’s Film 








Harley L. Clarke, Chicago utilities 
magnate who was president of Fox 
for several years before it became 
20th Century-Fox, is becoming a 
producer in the making of a film 
based on the life of Woodrow Wilson. 
The title will be ‘Unknown Sol- 
dier,’ with the treatment covering 
the late World War I president from 
a different angle. 





Griffis Defers Mexico 
Trip for Son’s Furlough 


S Griffis, chairman of Para- 
mount’s executive committee, 





planned to spend New Year’s day 
in Mexico City and was scheduled to 
leave N. Y. last Friday (26) night 
until he learned that his son, Nixon, 


| had been given a 10-day furlough 


seven against 20th-Fox, 10 against 
Warner 
and five against Paramount. 
Suits vs, 20th-Fox 
Twentieth-Century Fox Film Corp 
applied to N.Y. supreme court Mon- 
i\day (29) asking that seven stock- 
holder actions against it be consoli- 
dated and that the plaintiffs be 
stayed from all proceedings until 
such time as they are consolidated. 
Suits all seek the return of $100,000 


paid by 20th-Fox officers and direc- 


1 

i 
tors to William Bioff and George E.| York yesterday (Tuesday) by 
Browne, former west Coast repre-| for a tour of 


| these 


| from active army duty. He cancelled 


plans to spend the vacation 


Bros., eight against Loew's} with his son. 


Nixon Griffis is a private with 
Squadron A of the 101 Cavalry 
(Mechanized) which has been at Ft. 
Devon, Mass. 


Pallos’ Latin Tour 











rep for Alexander Korda, left New 
plane 
South America. He'll 


| sentative and president of the Inter-| be away six weeks, covering as 
Paramount claims it paid $100,000) national Alliance of Theatrical Stage | much territory as possible by air. 


| Employees, Inc., to prevent a strike 
jin the IATSE, 

| The film company also wants a 
|general counsel to be appointed for 
the plaintiffs. 
McLaughlin will 
tion on Jan. 5, 


hear the 


Justice Charles B, | 
applica- | 


Pallos 


will make a general in- 
| vestigation for the Korda unit of 
| the Latin American market. He'll 
specifically look into feasibility of 
| making a Spanish version of ‘Juns 
| gle Book, Korda film, which will 
| be released in U. S. shortly. 
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Loew's $11,134,593 Net Profit in 4] 


Best Since 1937, Then $14,426,002 


i 


| 





+ 





pany’s fiscal year ending last Aug. 31 
amounted to $11,134,593, best showing 
since 1937 when net profit totalled 
$14,426,062. It also is slightly better 
than the 1936 earnings. Profit com-| 
pares with $8,908,469 reported for the | 
fiscal year ending in August, 1940. — | 

Loew’s profit is equivalent to $6.15 
per common share as compared with | 
$4.82 on the common in the preceding 
year. Net income before taxes was! 
reported as $15,301,188, income taxes | 
including prior year’s adjustments, | 
amounting to $3,722,875 and excess 
profits taxes (partly owned corpora- 
tirns only) totalling $24,422. 

Unlike many previous years, 
L-ew’s ~ fourth quarter business 
spurted almost sensationally to $3,-| 
9° 8.127, contrasted with only $912,075 | 
in the final quarter of the fiscal year 
concluded in 1940. Showing was made 
despite the fact that the company’s 
final quarter covers the dull months 
of June, July and August. 

Gross income for the recently con-| 
cluded fiscal year was $128,409,879, of 
which theatre receipts, rentals and 
s-’es of films and accessories are 
listed as accounting for $124,213,557. 

Company reported it paid out $5,- 
881,227 in dividends on two classes of 
stock, large amount of this going to 
common sharehelders. Loew’s cash 
on hand including U. S. government 
bonds and foreign government se- 
curities at cost totalled $39,298,052 as 
of Aug. 31 last. 

Earned surplus is shown as $59,- | 
017,813. Company lists 136,022 shares 
of $6.50 comulative preferred as out- 
stending and entitled to redemption 
at $105 per share, an aggregate of| 
$14,282,310, plus accrued dividends. | 
Company has elected to call these) 


| 








| share star spots in ‘Love Me Not,’ 


— v 


Loew’s, Inc., net profit for the com-| Hall Setting ‘His Capt.’ 


John Hall, producer of ‘The Cap- 
tain of Koepenick’, an independent 
film costing $200,000 and starring Al- 
bert Basserman, Herman Bing, Eric 
Blore and Mary Brian, is in N. Y. 
arranging for distribution. Film was 
completed early this month at the 
Fine Arts Studios in Los Angeles. 

Hall is making his headquarters 
with his attorney, H. William Fitel- 
son, in N. Y. Latter is arranging 
distribution. 


SHEARER, TAYLOR SHARE: 
LEADS IN M-G FARCE 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Norma Shearer and Robert Taylor 








a polite comedy adapted by Metro 
from a Jacques Deval stage play. 

J. Walter Ruben produces and 
George Cukor directs. 


U’s Annual Sales Drive 
On Nat’l Basis This Yr. 


Bill Scully’s annual sales drive at 
Universal, starting last week and 
ending May 9, is being conducted on 
a national instead of the divisional 
basis which was set last year. Total 
cash award of $15,000 to various | 
winners is same as last year but first | 











shares in on Feb. 15, 1942. Also re-|Prize of $2,500 to branch turning in | 
vealed that the company investments | largest volume of business is bigger 


the Yokohama Specie Bank, San|the 1940-41 drive, and largest in 











include $138,032 in Fixed Deposits in| than the No. 1 award given oorng | 


Francisco, due in 1941-42, probably 
representing final payments on funds | 
obtained from distribution in Japan | 
three years ago. 

Loew’s (Metro) Earnings, 1930-41 


ee Pree $14,600,332 
WDSL. oc ccciesecsocve 11,829,993 
BOGS... cc coesccecevecs 7,961,314 
RBBB. vostcccccsccces 4,034,290 
1934... cccccvescorere 7,479,897 
WG ce cccsecesevesese 7,579,744 
TRIO. cc cctescesepecse 11,076,823 
1937... .cccccscccccces 14,426,062 
1938... wscrccvccsccccce 9,924,934 
TESS. ccccseccccesene 9 841,531 
1940... cccccoccscces 8,908,469 
|) reer e ores eer 11,134,593 


(1940 by Quarters) 


First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$1,393,456 $5,396,372 $1,206,566 $912,075 
(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 


$1.936,245 $3,204,890 $2,065,331 $3,928.127 

(Second quarter in both 1940 and 
1941 cover 15 weeks instead of normal 
period of 13 weeks.) 


NEWSREELS TOUGHEN 
UP ON RENTAL COIN 


Distributors are tightening up on 
Trental-concessions hitherto granted 
on newsreels. Non-consent distribs 
refuse to throw newsreels into pack- 
age deals at a lower scale, in order 
to swing contracts on features, while 
consent sellers are also holding out 
for prices fixed at the beginning of 
the season. 

Newsreel houses in some sectors 
have reportedly been most flagrant 
chiselers. War has changed the pic- 
ture for newsreelers in particular 
and distribs feel that since the war 
clips are upping attendance that 








newsreel theatres should be prepared | 


to pay the price. In addition, there’s 
the increased cost of getting war 
clips which distribs now figure into 
rentals. 

Calls and wires to distribs last 
week from newsreelers asking for 
special prices on product were 
brusquely turned down. Sales forces 
hold that most of the newsreel 
houses operate with a turnstile and 
a cashier, have no great overhead 
and have been getting film for coffce- 
and-cake money right along. 





Albany’s Open House 
Albany, Dec. 30. 
Variety Club Tent No. 9 will hold 
open house in the new Ten Eyck 
Hotel quarters New Year’s Eve. 
Chief Barker L.-R. Golding is Fabian 


years. 
All revenues from distribution of | 
. S. Army Motion Pictures Service 
product will be eliminated from cal- 


number of exchanges handle this 
service. 


Marcus Adds 2 More 


fort Wayne, Ind., Dec. 30. 

Two picture houses have been 
added to the theatre chain operated 
by Mannie Marcus, Fort Wayne, who 
operates the Capitol and Eastern in 
this city. The new ones recently 
taken over are the Chevwood and 
Chevron in a suburb of Cincinnati. 

The chain includes houses in In- 
dianapolis, Dayton, Cincinnati, and 
Fort Wayne. 











DOUG NETTER ENLISTS 


Douglas Netter, son of Leon Netter, 
theatre executive in Paramount’s 





home office contacting all the south- { 
ern and southwestern partners, is en- 
listing in the U. S. naval service. | 

A senior at present in Holy Cross | 
college, young Netter during the 
summer was assistant to Eddie Hy- 
man at the Par h.o. and the prior | 
year worked for the Paramount the- 
atre, N.Y. 





Farewell to Dictation 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


Ella Boros, two months ago a 
secretary in the Paramount publicity 
department, is a femme lead now, 
ready to gallop along with Bill Boyd 
in the next Hopalong. Cassidy west- 
ern. . 





Bill Pine and Bill Thomas gave the | 
'secretary a small role in ‘Torpedo 
‘Boat. largely as a publicity stunt. 


She did so well that Harry Sherman 
handed her a job on a cow pony. 





COL. GETS PROD. 


JUMP ON 1942 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Columbia is oiling its production 
machinery for a burst of speed dur- 
ing the early months of 1942 to keep 
up with the demand for product, 
which has broken all previous com- 
pany records during the past year. 

Slated to roll the second week in 
January are ‘The Gentlemen Mis- 
behave’ and ‘Highly Irregular.’ In 
various stages of preparation and 
production are ‘He Kissed the Bride,’ 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ ‘Salute to Tobruk,’ 
‘Pal Joey,’ ‘Miss Grant Takes Rich- 
mond,’ ‘Destroyer Men,’ ‘Burma 
Road,’ ‘Let the Eagle Scream,’ “The 
Pioneers, ‘The Rumplehearts of 
Rampler Ave.,’ ‘Something Bor- 
rowed,’ ‘Tonight’s Our Night,’ ‘Trini- 
dad’ and ‘Adventures’ of Martin 
Eden.’ 

Paramount has 51 writers working 
on 38 future pictures, with 17 slated 
to start between Jan. 15 and March 
1, with seven currently before the 
cameras. This does not include the 
four in preparation by Harry Sher- 





i'man and the Bill Pine-Bill Thomas 


outfit. 

20th-Fox has 45 pictures completed 
or in the last stages of production 
but is still stepping on the gas. 
Darryl F. Zanuck has postponed his 
winter vacation to supervise two 
productions, ‘To the Shores of 


culations inasmuch as only a limited | Tripoli’ and ‘This Above All,’ and to 


help out with other pictures. Work 
is being kept up at high speed dur- 
ing the holidays with the start of 
‘My Gal Sal’ and ‘Ten Gentlemen 
from West Point.’ 





Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


Barbara Lynn’s option picked up 
by 20th-Fox. 

Jane Frazee drew an option lift 
at Universal. 

Muriel Roy Bolton handed writing 
contract by Paramount. 

Don DeFore inked actor ticket at 
Warners. 

Phil Terry’s player contract re- 
newed by Paramount. 

Betty Hutton’s option hoisted by 
Paramount. 

John Payne drew a new contract 
at 20th-Fox. 


Joel Friede’s junior writer option | 


picked up by Paramount. 

Jimmy Lydon inked new player 
act at Paramount. 

James Gleason signed an exclu- 
sive contract with 20th-Fox. 





With gross revenue up sharply in 
the fourth quarter ending this | 
month, financial circles now are es- 
timating that 20th-Fox net profit for | 


1941 may run six times as large as 
the reported in the previous year. 
Net revenue could hit $4,000,000 if 
the corporation should decide to 
figure in its April remittance of 
British coin unfrozen by a pact last 
October. This would give 20th-Fox 
around $1,600,000 additional, and an 
extra net profit of about $1,000,000. 

Final quarter of 1941 already has 
been helped by the usual year-end 
dividend from National Theatres. 
20th-Fox received $693,000 as its 
42% interest in the theatre company 
or the same as in 1940. Chase Bank 
got 58% or the remainder of the 
year-end divvy melon cutting of 
$1,650,000. Actual net profit of Na- 
tional Theatres is expected to run 


] 





division manager. 





a little higher than $2,037,000 shown 


Fourth Quarter Spurt May Give 
20th-Fox $4,000,000 Net for 1941 


in 1940, but may not reach the $2,- 
311,000 figure for 1939. 

National’s revenue is running con- 
siderably ahead of 1940, but higher 
taxes will wipe out all but a small 
amount of this improvement, leaving 
only a slightly better net profit than 
the previous year. Blackouts on the 
Coast early in December also cut 
deeply into the gross income for the 
final month of the theatre company’s 
year. 

The net profit showing for 20th- 
Fox already has been aided by the 
addition of around $1,700,000 re- 
ceived from Great Britain, its share 
of coin unfrozen there. This will 
show up in the final quarter earn- 
ings statement. However, so many 
year-end adjustments have yet to 
be made that actual net profit is 
figured as from $2,500,000 to $4,- 
000,000. Even $3,000,000 would be 
approximately six times as great as 
the 1940 showing. 





Lefty and Aggie Recall Xmas in Old _ 
Trouping Days and Great Family Acts 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Dec. 30, 





Dear Joe: 

Well, here it is Christmas again and me and Aggie are talking things 
over a bottle of Scotch, in our own little home, sitting in front of the tr 
and watching Junior playing with his toy trains. We're talking about the 
different Christmases we spent together while trouping in vaudeville, the 
different towns we were in, some good and some bad, and so were the 
Christmases we spent, too 

Christmas on the road wasn’t so bad at that, especially when you got a 
good gangeon ithe bill with you, and usually everybody was good for 
Christmas week anyway. There‘s something about Christmas that kinda 
brings things outta a guy that no other week in the year does. I’ve seen 
guys ‘buy’ on Christmas that never opened their grouch bag all season: 
I've seen dames that hate each other all year kinda soften up their ‘Meows’: 
I've seen managers send in a good report on a bad act Christmas week; 
I've seen bookers give a guy Christmas Week to kinda make up for the 
weeks he didn’t get during the year. It seems everybody gets a case of 
enlargement of the heart Christmas week. It’s too bad they can’t stay in 
that spirit all year. 

Aggie sez, we have Apple Week, Scout Week, Mattress Week, Mother's 
Day, Father’s Day, etc., etc. She figures we oughta have a ‘Hate Week’ 
so you can get all the hate outta your system during the week and spend 
the rest of the year loving everybody like you do on Christmas week. 

Great Family Acts 

It’s tough on a lot of troupers being away from their home and families, 
especially on Christmas week, I don’t know why that week should make 
you feel it more than any other week, but you do. Me and Aggie were 
talking about how nice it must have been for ‘Family Acts’ to be together, 
especially that one week. We had plenty of ‘family acts’ in vaudeville— 
acts that had ‘tray kids,’ which means that their kids were raised in a 
Taylor trunk tray. When the old man and old lady were hoppin’ the buck 
or giving out belly laughs, the kid was in the tray in the dressing room 
inhaling the smell of grease paint and spirit gum. 

Great vaudeville familys were the Cohans (Jerry, Helen, George and 
Josephine) and The Foy Family (Brynie, Charlie, Dick, Mary, Madeline, 
Eddie and Irving)—what a gang to have around a tree! The Four Mortons, 
Sam, Kitty, Paul and Clara and afterwards Joe and Martha; the Marx 
Brothers and their mother, who always traveled with them; Pat and Marion 
Rooney and young Pat; the Four Keltons and the Five Columbians, which 
is the name Marilyn Miller and her folks traveled under. Duffy, Sawtelle 
and Duffy (Yeh, that was Jimmy Duffy’s Mom and Pop with him); The 
Musical Cuttys, Norman Phillips and his Dad and Ma; the Four Diamonds 
(the boys were just babies when their dad and ma did a hoofing act); 
the Mosconi Family, Louis, Charlie, Bill and Verna, and the old man 
could outdance any of them, which is something. The O’Reillys; Pop and 
Mom Cameron and their boy, Keno and Green and little Mitzi. 

James C. Morton and his talented flock; Mr. and Mrs, Gordon Wilde and 
daughter, they did a shadowgraph act, remember? May Wirth and family; 
Joseph Adelman and Family who played the ‘Toy Maker of Nuremberg.’ 
Ida May Chadwick and her Dad, what a wow they were; William Morris 
and Family, yeah, that was little Chester, the big pic star now. Their skit 
was called ‘Horrors of Home.’ The Shields Family; the Hanneford Family 
with Poodles; Harvey Family of acrobats and the Lorch Family, also acro- 
bats. Lots of acrobatic acts were billed ‘Family,’ but weren't related; just 
a bunch of apprentices. 

Herman Timberg and his talented son, Herman, Jr.;.Arthur Byron and 
his wife and daughter in “Tea for Two.’ Ed Blondell with little Joan in 
the ‘tray’ while he did ‘The Lost Boy.’ Hyams and McIntyre—we were on 
the bill when their beautiful daughter, Leila, first went on the stage. The 
Sully Family, plenty talented. Buster West with his Dad and Ma. Do 
you remember how that kid would goal that audience? Yep, we had 
plenty of families in vaudeville and many of the ‘tray kids’ are now carry- 
ing on. It was great to be on a bill with them during Christmas week, it 
kinda gave us all a touch of home life. 

No Nationalities Then 

Then me and Aggie got gabbing about all this war stuff, where it seems 
everybody is sore at somebody else, worse than a rehearsal morning when 
another guy beat you to rehearsing your ace song. In the old days of 
vaudeville we played with all kinds of nationalities and everybody got 
along swell. Nobody cared what your nationality was; it was just a case 
of did you do a good act and were you a good guy. Vaudeville had more 
nationalities in it than any form of entertainment outside of circuses, be- 
cause it didn’t matter what you were if you had talent, and talent is always 
in style. 

Me and Aggie started thinking up the different nationalities we played 
with on bills, like the Kitamura Japs, The Miaykos, Harry Tsuda, all 
fine Japanese artists. And then there was Long Tack Sam, Ching Lee Foo, 
Anna May Wong, Chu Quan Taii, all great Chinese artists. Then there 
were the Australian Woodchoppers; Fred Lindsay the whipcracker, who 
was also from Australia. Germany gave us great clowns like Brock, The 
Briants, and risley artists like the Seven Bracks. Italy gave us Fragoli, 
the protean artist, and General Pisano, the sharpshooter. We had an Indian 
mystic, Princess Wahletka. 

Toto was from Austria and Pepito was from Spain, two magnificent 
artists. The Six Hassans were Turks; Les Marco Belli did French magic; 
Alex Patty, the guy that walked down steps on his head, also was French. 
England gave us a_ big bunch of great artists like Chaplin, Alice Lloyd, 
The McNaughtons, Vesta Victoria, Wilkie Bard and hundreds of others. 
Emma Francis and Her Arabs were from Arabia; the Wayne Trio were 
real American Indians; The Three Athletas were Belgians. Doc Cook, if 
you remember, even kad two Eskimos with him at Hammerstein’s, even 
though one spoke with a Bronx accent. Everybody got along swell. 

We had newspapermen like Broun, Winchell, Ed Sullivan, Louis Sobol, 
Harry Hershfield playing with real actors whom they used to criticize in 
their columns, buf everything was hunky dory on the bills. We had 
Republicans, Democrats, Socialists, Jews, Catholics, Episcopalians, Method- 
ists, Baptists, Christian Scientists and atheists, but it was a case of “you 
go to your church and [f’ll go to mine.’ 

We had southerners, northerners, westerners and easterners. We had 
giants like Captain Auger, and midgets like Master Gabriel. There were 
White Rats, Lambs, Friars, Players, Greenroomers and Equity members 
and everything was hotsy totsy. There were monkey acts like Anita Diaz 
and Consul; Meehan’s Dogs; Raymo’s Bulldogs; Dutton’s Horses; Howard's 
Ponies; Carl Emmy and his dogs; Sylvia Loyal and her troupe of 70 
pigeons; La Mints Cockatoos; Powers’ Elephants; Huling’s seals; Valleciata 
Leopards; Torcat’s Roosters; Edgie and her Lions and Max Gruben’s 
Oddities of the Jungle. And everybody got along swell. 

There were fakers and on the level guys; folks from the right side of the 
tracks and from the wrong side of the tracks; chorus girls who became 
ladies and ladies who went into the chorus. It was not a case of where you 
were from, it was a case of where were you going? 

Funny that all these different people can get along swell and that nations 
can’t, After all, the world’s a vaudeville show. The little nations open the 
show and take the deuce spot, while the big ones are next-to-closing and 
cop all the gravy in applause and dough. After they all get through 
fightin’ it turns out to be a benefit... and a phony benefit, where nobody 
gets paid off and even the charity ends up in the red. Well, let’s hope that 
when the curtain comes down this time it won’t read ‘Asbestos,’ but ‘Peace 
on Earth, Good Will Towards Men.’ Sez 

Your Pal, 
LEFTY. 
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US. Filmers Lose 


First Round 


In Argentine Anti-Trust Case 








Buenos Aires, Dec. 30. 

United States film companies today 
(Tuesday) lost the first round in the 
highly important anti-trust suit, 
pending for several years in Argen- 
tina, when Judge Elizalde handed 
down a verdict of 113,000 pesos ($26,- 
000) as indemnity against them. The 
action, charging a violation of the 
anti-trust laws, was immediately ap- 
pealed, with a final decision in the 
upper courts unlikely for another 
year. 

Original case was brought five 
years ago by Hector Bini, an inde- 
pendent exhibitor, and his partner, 
alleging price fixing of such a nature 
that it constituted an anti-trust vio- 
lation. The court threw out the 
charge that there was any associa- 
tion with anti-trust statute but held 
that Bini had proved the other counts 
and therefore was entitled to dam- 
ages. He also placed fines of 20,000 
pesos ($4,600) against 20 defendants 
but ruled that these would be held 
in suspense. This means that they 
do not have to be paid unless a fresh 
violation is uncovered. 

The suit was brought 
American distributors and local sales 
managers as individvals under the 
Argentine law. During the prolonged 
case all parties were heard, with 
written testimony being offered by 
U. S. companies. These denied all 
the allegations, declaring that there 
Was no price fixing. 

Defendants are liable to jail sen- 


tences if the indemnity is not paid| : 
| their 


|shorter distance than the downtown 
| showhouses. 
| It will add still another advantage 


within 10 days. Exception to this is 
if the upper court sets the appeal 
for special hearing. 





Razing of Tenements 
Kayoing Film Business 


Razing of many blocks of tene- 
ments near the Navy Yard in Brook- 
lyn and in the upper Hell’s Kitchen 
territory of New York is seriously 
affecting business in cheaper film 
theatres in both areas, according to 
operators. The tenements are being 
torn down to make way for new 
housing developments. 

In Brooklyn in the poorer section 
around the Navy Yard, from which 
several downtown houses draw busi- 
ness, a total of 28 blocks are being 
torn down, while in N.Y. in the west 


60's six blocks are under the ham- | 


mer. 
Claimed that this has decreased | 
Brosses in some houses in the af- 


fected zones as much as 30%. 


Ritchey Back From Trek 


Norton V. Ritchey, Monogram v.p. 








in charge of foreign distribution, re- | 


turned to the U. S. this week from 
Latin-American’ trek. He had been 
absent from his N. Y. headquarters 
about three months. 
Ritchey signatured 
with Latin-American 


several deals 


product. 


Off With ‘The Creeps’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


New indie company, Motion Pic- | 


ture Associates, was incorporated 
with Lester Cutler as head, to make 
Pictures for distribution through 
Producers Releasing Corp. First film 
will be ‘The Creeps.’ 

Corporation has acquired screen 
Tights to all the ‘Anthony Abbott’ 
tales by Fulton Oursler. 





PRIMING HAYS BANQUET 
Special committee of the Motion 
Picture Producers 
Assn. met this week to map prelim 
details on the industry banquet to 
be tendered Will Hays next March 


to celebrate his 20 years in the film 
business. 


It will be held at the Waldorf-As- | 


toria, 


against | 


Save Paper—’n’ How 


oo 


Hollywood, Dee. 30. 


Paper conservation campaign 
has spurred inventive minds at 
Republic to design an inter -office 
envelope that can be used 153 
times. 


Envelope has that many squares 
on which to write names. 











Ban on Auto 


Tires Seen As 
Boon to Nabes 


Minneapolis, Dec, 30. 
Twin City neighborhood and su- 





/burban houses anticipate immediate 


boxoffice benefit from the govern- 
ment’s ban on automotile tire pur- 
chases. It will be, of course, at the 
expense of the downtown first runs. 





| loop 
| houses will want to start at once 
'to conserve their tires as much as 


The way it’s doped out here many 
people accustomed to drive to the 
to patronize the first-run 


possible. So they’ll get into the 


|habit of going to their neighbor- 
| hood theatres which, in most cases, 


within walking distance from 
homes or, at least, a much 


are 


to those now enjoyed by the neigh- 


'borhood houses over the loop first- 


jruns, including lower admission, 
cash and other giveaways and free 
jautomobile parking service, branch 
|}managers here believe. 


Root, M-G Director 


Hollywood, Dec. 80. 
Halfway through his first tentative 











distributors | 
whereby they will represent Mono | 


& Distributors | 


chore as pilot on ‘Mokey Delano,’ 
| Wells Root was handed a full-fledged 
directorial contract by Metro. 

Root had been upped from the 
| writing mill after collaborating with 
Jan Fortune on the ‘Mokey’ script. 
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LOEW'S, PAR GET 
EASY REFUNDING 


Confidence of Financial In- 





LL FAVOR PIX 


Distribs Make Token Film Rental 


Concessions, Under ‘Act of War, 





terests Tipped by Deben- 
ture, Preferred Deals of 
Two Companies — Money 
Plentiful Despite Extra 
Financing Needed by Sev- 
eral Majors Because of 
Decree Setup 


Hearts Are Trumps 





Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


If Darryl Zanuck turns up a 
heart on the last card he will 
have a flush in the game of pro- 
duction poker. 

With four pictures dealt, in 
completion and in work, 20th- 
Fox 1s holding ‘Straight From 
the Heart,’ ‘Right To the Heart,’ 
‘Right From the Heart’ and 
‘Roxie Hart.’ 


Hughes Appeals 
N.Y. Censor Nix 





NO DIFFICULTIES YET 





Readiness with which insurance 
companies and banks rushed in to 


participate in refunding operations of 
two majors, recently, Loew’s Inc., 
last week and Paramount previously, 
is regarded as ample _ indication, 
within the trade, that neither bank- 
ing nor private investment interests 
have lost confidence in the picture 
industry as an investment medium. 
Only a few weeks ago much appre- 
hension was expressed in various 
film company departments that the 
Browne-Bioff labor mess would cause 
widespread repercussions from bank- 
ers to the industry. It was then 
virtually assumed by insiders both 
in New York and on the Coast that 
wide changes in administrative setup 
might alsa be called for by financial 
operators. 

While this impression prevailed in 

(Continued on page 18) 


RKO NEEDS BUT 
6 MORE TO END 
1941-42 SKED 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
RKO production is virtually at a} 
standstill, Plant has six more to | 
complete for current season’s output} revealing shots of its star, Jane Rus- 
and five in work. isell. This the 19-year-old gal’s 
Plans are going ahead for the '42-| initial picture and producer Howard 
48 lineup, which starts rolling in| Hughes did a big publicity campaign 
March. Likely studio will turn out! on her, using stills that created ad- 











Albany, Dec. 30. 
Howard Hughes Productions has 
appealed the decision of the Motion 
Picture Division, State Education 
Dept., refusing a license for his ‘The 
Outlaw’. Board of Regents is ex- 





Janufry meeting. 
‘The Birth of a Baby’ will be re- 
discussed at the same time. 


drawn out case was that the picture 
could not be shown commercially, 


but special permits for screenings be- 
fore select groups would be issued. 
Understood latter offer has never 
been accepted. Court ruling upheld 
the Regents. 








Jane Russell’s Shots 
Cuts in ‘The Outlaw’ were ordered 
in New York and a number of other 
states principally because of over- 





is 





35 pictures, as on current season. ditional havoc in the Hays office. 




















— 





j 


} 
| 
:) 


| 
} 


Rush 





NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 





| NEXT. WEEK—JAN. 7 ISSUE 


ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 





HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


36th 


of 








Of ‘Outlaw’ Pic 


pected to consider the appeal at its 


Last regent’s decision in this long 





| while 
| League charity worker. 





LAST CALL—Advertising 
Forms Close Friday, Jan. 2 


Copy to Any Variety Office 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s PL 








{Fox Film 
|assistant to the chairman of 
| board of Universal. 

















To Fox-W.C. Because of Blackouts 


ve 


Distributors reportedly made token 
rental concessions to Fox-West Coast 
and other houses on the Coast to 
compensate for the few blackouts 
during the opening days of the war. 

Talk among exhibitors of invoking 
the ‘act of God, act of war’ clause in 
all contracts to abrogate picture 
deals, which was prevalent during 
the first two weeks of war, has sub- 
sided from accounts. Also side- 
tracked, for the time being, are de- 
mands for rental reductions on a 
large scale. 


National Theatres, with 515 houses, 
according to authentic sources, re- 
ceived concessions in only three sit- 
uations, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and Seattle, and these largely as a 
gesture of goodwill from distribs. 

Field as a whole has been sur- 
veyed to determine damage to 
grosses due to alarms earlier this 
month, with most circuits reporting 
relatively littie loss on the month’s 
average receipts. 


Reports from division managers 
now coming in to National Theatres 
home office show sharp’ upturn 
which even compares favorably with 
last year’s business for the corree 
sponding period. Same holds true at 
Paramount, RKO, Warners, Loew’s 
and down the line. 





Kent, Connors Defer 


Coast Trip “Til 15th 


S. R. Kent and his personal as- 
sistant, Tom Connors, will be unable 
to leave for the Coast immediately 
after the New Year, as planned, 
Stating he will be delayed in shov- 
ing off, Kent says he and Connors 
will probably depart about the mid- 
dle of January for the Coast hud- 
dies. 


The 20th-Fox president, Connors 
and Herman Wobber, latter now in 
San Francisco, will confer with 
Darryl F. Zanuck and other studio 
executives on production, spring 





| plans, sales, etc. 


Wanger’s New Setup 
Sacramento, Dec. 30. 
Walter Wanger Productions, new 
independent picture making com- 
pany, filed incorporation.papers with 
Wanger, Herschel B. Green, Charles 


Millikan and Lloyd Wright listed as 
directors. Capital consists of 1,000 


| shares without par value. 


First picture by the new corpora- 


| tion is ‘Eagle Squadron,’ to be re- 
| leased through Universal. 





Sue’s Broad Jump 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Paramount assigned Susanna Fos- 
ter to two starring roles of widely 
divergent character in ‘Merton of the 
Movies’ and ‘Dancing Debs.’ 
‘Merton’ role is that of an actress, 
‘Debs’ calls for a Junior 





DR. WOOLAMS’ POST 

San Francisco, Dec. 30. 
Dr. Leonard A. Woolams named 
financial advisor to the OPM divi- 

sion of contract distribution here. 
Was formerly vice president of 
in New York, and also 
the 





BUZZ GOES BLANK 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Burgess Meredith loses his mem- 


|ory as male lead in ‘Black Curtain,’ 


whodunit involving an amnesia vic- 


| tim. 


William Clemens directs the pic- 
ture, built around a novel by Cornell 
Woolrich 
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LADY FOR A NIGHT 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Republic release of Albert J. Cohen p 
@uction. Stars Joan Blondell, John Way: 
Directed by Leigh Jason. Ser 
Isabel Dawn and Boyce D 
story by Garrett Fort; cam N ert 
Brodine; supervising editor, Mu Sele 
deen: editor, Ernest Nims, Pr t 
Studio City, Dec, 27, ‘41 rR 
88 MINS. 
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Alan Alderson... Jia I n 
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eter Marilyn Hare | 
Mary Low......:... ‘ a er ge iy 


}nal story, Bernard Feins; 


The Hall Johnson Chott 





This is one of the Republic specials 
for the current season, with upped 
budget obvious in various production | 
factors. With John Wayne and Joan | 
Blondell in co-starring spots, picture 
will carry through the secondary | 
key houses for nominally profitable 
biz and hold through the subsequent | 
bookings as a program solo or strong 
dual supporter. 

Picture achieves the basic premise 
of providing easily understood drama 
without frills or arty attempts. Laid | 
against the crinoline of post-Civil | 
War days around Memphis, the | 
background assists materially in| 
serving up the drama and romance 
ingredients. 

Story is not too original, but 
serves adequately to provide rather 
diverting entertainment of its kind. 
Miss Blondell is a happy-go-lucky 
operator of a gambling casino and 
beer hall established on a river boat. 
Wayne, political boss of the com- 
munity, is her partner. Determined 
to crash society, she marries inebri- 
ated and impecunious Ray Middle- 
ton. She’s discredited by her in- 
Jaws and put through the wringer, 
finally facing charge of poisoning 
her husband. Through it all Wayne 
stands by to help her gain social 
position, and when the pitch is over, 
the pair unite again to be ‘regular 
people’ in their own class. 

Miss Blondell handles the top as- 
signment in fine fashion, with Wayne 
close up as the gambling and politi- 
cal boss. Ray Middleton does well 
as the unwilling husband, with 
strong support provided by Philip 
Merivale, Edith Barrett, Leonid 
Kinskey and Blanche Yurka. Hattie 
Noel lightens up the elemental com- 
edy as Miss Blondell’s colored maid. 





Script by Isabel Dawn and Boyce 
DeGaw is compactly set up to elimi- 
mate any story detours, and Leigh 
Jason’s direction is okay throughout. 
Several musical numbers are in- 
serted, with Miss Blondell singing 
‘Up in a Balloon’ with music hall 
chorus and male quartet. The Hall 
Johnson choir also delivers. Pro- 
duction layout and high bduget are 
apparent. Walt. 


FIESTA 


(MUSICAL: COLOR) 


United Artists -release of Hal Roach 
(LeRoy Prinz) production, directed by 
Prinz. Features’ Anne <Ayars, Armida, 


George Negrete, George Givot and Antonio 
Moreno.’ -Screenplay by Cortland Fitz- 
simmons; adaptation by Kenneth Higgins; 
camera, Alfred Gilks and Robert Pittack; 
editor, Bert Jordan. Songs, Edward Ward, 
Chet Forrest, Bob Wright, Harry Barris, 
Hiarry Tobias Previewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Dec. 26, 41. Running time, 





43 MINS, 

COT cccccowesesccrecseccsesd Anne Ayars 
PE  wewsbacecs d6a00ss0906-0 George Negrete 
CIO 4 ce des caddondabesoscevaduae ss? Armida 
Fernando GomezZ............-..George Givot 
Don HernandeZ...-.c.eee0++4 Antonio Moreno 
EE cocgeesa ten 000 ceedcesnees Nick Moro 
RED. c.nreaes cbsbegeesseedrs Frank Yaconelli 
ND. .6¢eherckshousanes ¢ George Humbert 
ED. c<tenbwechsene6® ¢O¢Ha004 Paco Moreno 
. yo er ere jetty Bryson 
See. DRMOOIG, owes 600s oboe The Velascos 
Oazaca Plume Dancer...... Carlos Valadez 


Jose Arias and his Mexican Tipica Orch. 
Guadalajara Trio 


Latest of the Hal Roach stream- 
liners is a super-duper, wrapped up 
in some of the most brilliant color 
the screen has yet devised and with 
five very pleasant tunes. Plot doesn’t 
exactly hang together in approved 
fashion, but that can be profitably 
overlooked in booking the stream- 
liner in the dual supporting spot 
for which it was designed. 

There are no names that mean 
anything at the b.o., but the produc- 
tion is colorful and lively. Director- 
producer LeRoy Prinz keeps things 
spinning along for the 43-minute 
running time, except for the occa- 
sional spots where the plot gets in 
the way. Slightly better editing job 
on an abbreviated pic like this is 
needed to eliminate useless dialog 
and give more wordage that will 
move the story along and explain it. 
There’s also need for stronger 
comedy. 

Yarn is localed on a Mex rancho 





during a fiesta, giving plenty of op- | 


"sain for colorful dress and 
ackgrounds for the Techni crew to 
work on. Tunes are handled by like- 
able Anne Ayars, George Negrete, a 
snappy little Latin gal named Arm- 
ida, Jose Arias and his Mexican Tipica 
orch and the Guadalajara Trio. All 


do okay with the listenable melodies. | 


Fiesta is being held at the ranch 
of Antonio Moreno, whose niece, 
Miss Ayars, is supposedly returning 
to marry Negrete, She has with her, 
however, George Givot, radio star 
she’s picked up and intends to marry. 
What there is of plot consists of 


efforts of Negrete to scare Givot out 
of marrying Miss Ayars. 
| Givot, Greek-dialect comic, makes 
an easy-switch in lingo to fit the 
‘south-of-the-border scenery, and is 
mildly comic. There's really not 
‘enough for him to get his teeth into, 
however, for his type of laugh-be- 
getting. 

Production and camerawork show 
every indication that no coin was 
spared despite the brevity of the 


film and the obvious bottom dual 
slot into which it will thus naturally 
fall. Herb. 


DON’T GET PERSONAL 


(WITH SONGS) . 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
duction, Stars Hugh Herbert; features 
Mischa Auer, Jane Frazee, Ernest Truex. 
Jhirected by Charles Lamont Screenplay, 


Howard Snyder; origi- 
camera, Jerome 





Ash: music, Charles Previn; songs, Jack 
» Brooks, Norman Berens. Previewed in 
tudio projection room, in Hollywood, Dec, 
'20, "41. Running time, 60 MINS, 
Elmer Whippet..ccccceeseees Hugh Herbert 
DCRAPHO i ccccceveosevesstereses Mischa Auer 
Mary ReynoldB.ccccccccvcectes Jane Frazee 
Sucan Bilalr..cccovcerecvosess Anne Gwynne 
Paul StevenB...cccssecccsesss Robert Paige 
John Btowe.. ccocccccsccceces Richard Davies 
Jules Kinsey. cccccocccessess: Ernest Truex 
J. M. Snow...cccccceeeee-- Andrew Tombes 
Lucky .cccccccsccocccce Sterling Holloway 
TPItchMAn ..cccccccccccecccesss Ray Walker 
LBM ceccccccccvceceeesvesees Eddie Waller 
Praffieg Officer. ccceccccetecesoces Tim Ryan 
Haphazard jumble of disjointed 


sequences that strain unsuccessfully 
to be funny, ‘Don’t Get Personal’ is a 
dud filler for hideaway time in 
family houses where audiences are 
not concerned about inadequacies of 
the second picture on a bill. It’s a 
vapid piece of dull tomfoolery, with 
three songs delivered in good style 
by Jane Frazee and Robert Paige the 
only bright spots in the proceedings. 
Charles Lamont fails to add muc 
to the basic sophomoric script in his 
static direction. Yarn has Herbert 
inheriting a large pickle firm, which 
a couple of designing execs are try- 
ing to purchase for short coin. He 
gets tangled in the romantic affairs 
of two couples working on the 
pickle-sponsored air show, eventually 
getting the young folks to change 
partners for the final clinches while 

he decides to operate the factory. 
Herbert and the supporting cast 
fail entirely in attempting to over- 
come the mediocre script and lines. 
Mischa Auer is particularly lost in 
the maze of inconsequential ovro- 
Walt, 


COME ON DANGER 


nn 
(WITH SONGS) 


RKO release of Bert Gilroy production. 
Stars Tim Holt; features Ray Whitley, 
Frances Neal, Lee ‘Lasses’ White. Directed 
by Edward Killy. Screenplay, Norten 8S. 


Parker; story, Bennett Cohen; camera, 
Harry Wild; editor, Frederic Knudtson; 
songs, Fred Rose, Ray Whitley. Trade- 


shown in New York, Dec. 17, '41. Running 
time, 58 MINS, 


PORBRY o cocccececcecectvecsbecnce Tim Holt 
ARN .. .ceccvcccccccccescccsess Frances Neal 
BMOKEY..cccscoscceseosecescess Ray Whitley 
WRENOE. 6.206600 06-ene ores Lee ‘Lasses’ White 
ee. PRET SOLE CEES TPE Karl Hackett 
RE a Maicoim ‘Bud’ McTaggart 
rrr ys errr ere Glesn Strange 
BOE FOMRT . 0bc0doseesedas Evellyn Dockson 
BRNO. 5 vce ce cebanesesectenses Davison Clark 
SQUNGETS, .ccccccccccccccssscecs John Elliott 
GOST se ccedcvectscewseess Slim’ Whitaker 
PU ek i oeeeod es 6.500674 4 Kate Harrington 
SOEs cos eviervdeocsevesciee Henry Rocquemore 





An exceptionally well turned out 
standard budget western, this one 
can’t miss with the boots and sad- 
dles clientele. Nothing fancy, but 
plenty of action, which begins with 
the opening shot and continues vir- 
tually without letup until the fin- 
ish. Also noteworthy, for a western, 
is the unusually closely knit con- 
tinuity. 

Original yarn is, of course, stereo. 
It’s the story of a gal Robin Hood 
who takes to the hills when taxed 
out of house and home by a thiev- 
ing county collector. Tagged an 
outlaw, the split-skirted mustang- 
manicurist sets up a complete rene- 
gade community in the mountains, 
riding down from her hidden re- 
treat only to levy tribute on the 
criminal overlords who have dis- 
nossessed the honest citizens. Messrs. 
Tim Holt, ‘Lasses’ White and Ray 
Whitley, Texas Rangers all, come to 
the rescue. 

Holt gets in good at the start by 
helping the girl get away from the 
mob. Later he sleuths around until 
he gets enough info to clear the gal 
of murder, etc. 

Sagebrush tunes such as ‘Come on 
Danger’ and ‘Old Bow-Legged 
Jones,’ sung in Ray Whitley’s pleas- 
ant monotones, are first rate. Mori. 


Royal Mounted Patrol 


Columbia release of William Berke pro- 





duction. Stars Russell Hayden, Charles 
| Starrett; features Lloyd Bridges, Wanda 
| McKay. Directed by Lambert Hillyer. 
| Original screenplay, Winston Miller; cam- 
era, George Meehan; editor, James Sweeney. 
At New York, N. Y., week Der. 16, °41, 
dualed. Running time, 59 MINS, = 
OE POUL Lia.6 it census Charles Starrett 


‘Lucky’ Lawrence.......... Russell Hayden 
Hap Andrews.....ee. eocesccs Lloyd Bridges 
SUOGRy RIUVEINO. . dascesekes és Wanda McKay 
Frenchy Duvalle...ccccccce:: Donald Curtis 
Commander........ eocceccecs Evan Thomas 
ONE thas os MEIC Rane Gabe asee aes -Ted Adams 
Office Manager............Harrison Greene 
Sergeant Coburn..... e+e. Kermit Maynard 





Just when stories about the Royal 
Mounted Police of Canada were be- 
ginning to pale, Charles Starrett, 
|Russell Hayden and Lloyd Bridges 
|whipped together this exciting 

jmeller, Picture marks new highs 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Lady For a Night’ (Rep) 
(Songs). Joan Blondell and John 
Wayne in good drama of the 
old South. Moderately  pro- 
gramer. 

‘Fiesta’ (UA) (Musical, Color). 
Streamliner (43 minutes) is gay, 
colorful and tuneful dual sup- 





porter. 
‘Don’t Get Personal’ (U) 
(Songs). Dud filler for fourth 


run duals. 

‘Come On Danger’ (RKO). 
Sagebrush followers will lap this 
one up. Lots of ridin’, shootin’, 
fightin’, 

‘Royal Mounted Patrol’ (Col). 
Charles Starrett teamed with 
Russell Hayden in good pro- 
gram meller. 

‘Thundering Hoofs’ (RKO). 
Not very exciting Tim Holt 
western, : 

‘Blonde Comet’ (PRC). Barney 
Oldfield, as retired racetrack 
driver, in dull auto race romantic 
meller, 

‘Red River Valley (Rep). Mu- 
sically better than any of Roy 
Rogers’ previous westerns; for 
average biz. 

‘Forbidden Trails’ (Mono). 
Buck Jones, Tim McCoy and 
Raymond Hatton in a fast-mov- 
ing horse meller. 


‘V Enfrenta a la Blitzkrieg’ 
(Argentine-made). Strong Span- 
ish-language documentary gear- 
ed to offset Nazi propaganda. 


‘Swamp Woman’ (PRC). Ann 

Corio film-debuts in this quick- 
_ est of quickies, So bad it’s good 
for laughs. 

‘Girl From Leningrad,’ Art- 
kino). First rate Russo-Nazi war 
picture for foreign language 
grinds. 














for the first two in outdoor epics 
and furthers the screen career of 
Bridges. Nicely directed and acted, 
the trim photography and superb 
sound make ‘Royal Mounted Patrol’ a 
strong programmer, best suited in 
twin setups, or wherever they go for 
westerns, 


Yarn.is a bit away from the usual 
pattern, pitting the three youthful 
mounties, out on their first assign- 
ment, against a chiseling lumber 
camp foreman who ignores forest 
laws. Lumberman, Frenchy Duvalle, 
disregards orders to stop cutting the 
alloted amount of timber, ultimately 
setting off a forest fire. This brings 
a’ rescue by the mounty who's 
patroling with a scout plane, killing 
of one of the three mounted lads 
while his back is turned, and the 
final downfall of Frenchy. 


Starrett and Hayden, who won 
their screen spurs in cowboy operas, 
team up as the Royal Mounted lads. 
Hayden thefts every scene in which 
he’s given a break. Bridges is the 
third mounty, who loses his life on 
duty, but subordinated because of 
romance of other two with Frenchy’s 
sister. 

Wanda McKay, listed as a former 
N. Y. model, shapes up as a future 
possibility once she learns to act. 
She’s the rebel lumberman’s sister 
for whom the two Mounted Police- 
men fall while they’re in training, 
and meet again later when she’s a 
school marm in the woodland set- 
tlement. Comely girl, she affects 
sweaters in this film. Donald Curtis 
chips in with his usual fine job as 
the heavy. Kermit Maynard heads 
the support. 

George Meehan’s cameraing is 
above par for this sort of film while 
direction by Lambert — aces. 

ear, 


THUNDERING HOOFS 


(WITH SONGS) 


RKO release of Bert Gilroy production. 
Stars Tim Holt; features Ray Whitley, Les 





‘Lasses’ White, Luana Walters. Directed 
by Lesley Selander. Screenplay, Paul 
Franklin; camera, J. Roy Hunt: editor, 
Frederic Knudtson; songs, Fred Rose, Ray 
Whitley. Tradeshown in New York, Dec. 
17, ’41. Running time, 60 MINS 

ERRME s 6:00 600.06 6400000060040006404000 Tim Holt 
ee ee ee Ray Whitley 
Wy MOOR soon 000esene ves Les ‘Lasses’ White 
Nancy..... eeeccces Ccvcceces Luana Walters 
ki, See eccccccocces Archie Twitchell 
Underwood... ccccccccce e«ee-Gordon DeMain 


Kellogg...ceccccccccsceeces-Charies Phipps 






oa TEETER eee »-Monte Montague 
BREE ns 0.046094460060086006068 0% Joe Bernard 
AGAMS, vccccccvecccccccccces Frank Fanning 
Dode occeee TITIITI TTT TTT rrr Fred Scott 
Carver..cce 6 bO6000 60966456 6008 Frank Ellis 





Thin plot limits this horse opera to 
strictly western situations. Suspense 
is stimulated in the stage holdup se- 
quences, but for the most part it’s 
much ado about nothing. 


Entire story hinges on a very 
flimsy situation. Tim Holt pictured 
as the son of the stage line operator, 
leaves home when dad won't let him 
stay on the ranch. Meantime, a 
crooked lawyer is trying to persuade 
the operators of a small opposition 
coach line to sell to Holt’s father, 
painting the latter as the villain. At- 
torney arranges stage holdups, strike |} 


among drivers, and so on to frighten 
gal and aged father into selling. 

Ray Whitley's vocalling is okay, as 
usual, with horsey tunes such as 
‘Thundering Hoofs’ and others, Cam- 
era work is first rate, as in other 
RKO westerns in this group, and 
production standards are generally 
above par, Mori. 


BLONDE COMET 


Producers Releasing Corp. release of 
George R. Batcheller production. Features 
Virginia Vale, Robert Kent, Barney Old- 





field. Directed by William Beaudine. 
Original story, Philip Juergens, Robin 
Daniels; screenplay, Martin Mooney; 


camera, Mervyn Freeman; editor, Holbrook 
N. Todd. At ‘New York, N.Y., week Dec, 16, 
‘41, dualed. Running time: 65 MINS. 

Beverly Blake..cccccesssceess Virginia Vale 
Jim Flynn..... 0060005000600000meuelt Bent 
Barney Oldfield. .ccccccececes ereecer Himself 
Curly eeeecee eeeeonece @eeree y 
Cannonball Blake.........William Halligan 
OG. 0000066 caeceveseeeoeoges eereee Joey Ray 





Tex. .ccccccccccccccccocccceges + red Knight 
Jennie. .cecccecceceseeeseeessDiana Hughes 





The original idea for this undoubt- 
edly was good, but the execution is 
wobbly. The Philip Juergens-Robin 
Daniels original appears to have 
sought reproduction of highlight 
races of Barney Oldfield’s career as 
background to a typical auto racing 
drama. These races are injected via 
old newsreel clips, but the romance 
and main story sags badly. Just twin- 


‘bill fodder. 


Producer has cast Barney Oldfield, 
racetrack vet, as himself. But the 
story spots him as an accessory 
dealer who wants to make a name 
for his carburetor by installing it in 
champ racetrack cars. Then there’s 
Beverly, who races as the ‘Blonde 
Comet’ in order to forward the busi- 
ness of her dad’s tires. Jim Flynn 
boosts Oldfield’s carburetor in his 
speeding racer. This brings the 
rivalry and finally a romantic end. 
There’s the usual dirty work by the 
ruthless racing driver. Also some 
alleged comedy. 


Producers haven’t given Oldfield 
a break. They have not taught him 
to act or even speak clearly into the 
mike, Additionally they’ve handed 
him a shabby role Instead of making 
him an active racer. Virginia Vale 
is the Blonde Comet and mostly 
about as uninteresting as Robert 
Kent, in the male role. Support 
also is weak. 


Direction incorporates too many 
aimless racetrack scenes. Photog- 
raphy is only so-so, while the news- 
reel or stock shots of noted race- 
track spills are so foggy they do not 
represent even reasonable padding. 
Sometimes the picture credits these 
newsreel lifts; too often they are 
pushed in with none. ear, 


RED RIVER VALLEY 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic production and release. Stars 

oy Rogers, features George ‘Gabby’ Hayes. 

irected by Joseph Kane; original screen- 
play, Malcolm Stuart Boylan; camera, Jack 
Martin; editor, William Thompson: music, 
Cy Feuer. Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoln, 
Neb., Dec. 16, °41, dual. Running time, 
62 MINB, 

Cast: Roy Rogers, George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, 
Bally Payne, Trevor Burdette, Gale Storm, 
Robert Homans, Hal Taliaferro, Lynton 
Brent, and Sons of the Pioneers. 








Republic is bidding for some 
exhib confusion on this one, since 
‘Red River Valley,’ as a title, was 
used by the company a few years 
ago for a Gene Autry release. Some 
of the early playdates have already 
reported being serviced with the 
old Autry paper. 


This one is a Roy Rogers’ starrer, 
though, and brand new, with a Dec. 
13 release date. It bears no more 
relationship to the Autry starrer 
than is usually noted, one western 
to another. 


Title, besides taking advantage of 
the song by that name, which is 
popular wherever hillbillies sing 
and there are people to listen, hints 
that the story must necessarily be 
about water troubles in the western 
country. And it is. Government has 
run out of money for a reservoir 
project, and the surrounding cattle- 
men, etc., make up a $182,000 pot. 
It’s snatched by a gambler and his 
crowd, they attempting to arrange a 
stock steal in the guise of aiding the 
hard-pressed cattlemen. 


Musically, the pic has a lot of 
power, and will share in the local 
money heavily in those spots doting 
on tuneful sagebrushers. Rogers is 
good on the marquee as a singing 
promise, and he’s back with the old 
crew he originally assembled years 
ago—the Sons of the Pioneers. It’s 
the first time they’ve been back 
together since. Rogers left them at 
Columbia and came sprinting over to 
the North Hollywood plant as a sub 
when Gene Autry was pouting and 
there was a pile of westerns to do. 
All in all, it’s the most powerful music 
backing Rogers Has ever drawn, but 
aside from the several doings of 
‘Red River Valley,’ the other ditties 
are not hefty. 


Sally Payne lends femme comedy 
to the piece as the village phone. 
operator and chief fixer-upper, 
while the hint of romance falls to 
Gale Storm, former ‘Gateway to 
Hollywood’ _winner. Both girls, 
lightly considered by the writing 
department, are okay. 


Performance of Rogers and Gabby 





Hayes is standard, and technical end 
is okay. Art, 





FORBIDDEN TRAILS» 


Monogram release of Bcott R. Dunlap 
production. Stars Buck Jones; features 
Tim McCoy and Raymond Hatton. Direc. 
tor, Robert N, Bradbury. Screenplay, Jess 
Bowers; camera, Harry Neumann; editor 
Carl Pierson, Reviewed at New York, N.Y. 
Dec. 24, ‘41. Running time, 55 MINS, 


Buck RODGrts@. .cevccccecssecess. Buck Jones 
Colonel. .ccccsces Cee eeeee Tim McCoy 
Sandy. ecoccceces «-Raymond Hatton 
Nelson.cacsess ees Tristram Coffin 
FultOn..coscccesccccecesevons Charles King 
Howard. cvecccoccccvececccecs- Glen Strange 
Bill. -ccccccccceccccadecocecess LUYNton Brent 
Sam. .cccccccccacccesseseceey JOCITy Sheldon 
Bunlon..ccccoccgccecedececcocess:. Hal Price 
Jim Cramer. ceccecccecessssss Dave O’Brien 
MASry..ceccsccscccceseee Christine McIntyre 









Latest episode in the adventures 
of the ‘Rough Riders’ adds up to 
okay fodder for the boots-and-sad- 
dles trade. 

Flicker has Buck Jones, Tim Mc- 
Coy and Raymond Hatton as the 
three marshals who get together to 
wipe out banditry when Jones is 
threatened by couple of jailbirds, 
Bad boys just out of prison plan to 
get even with him for sending them 
up, luring him to deserted shack 
previously soaked in kerosene. Jones 
escapes with aid of Silver, his horse 
in an excellent shot which is good 
even if it was faked. 

McCoy and Hatton turn in strong 
support as the marshals pretending 
to be thrown in with the menace, 
one as a card sharp and the other 
as a driver for the stage line, which 
is being pressured into accepting 
protection from the outlaws. 

Hatton impresses particularly in 
comedy department. Buck Jones, 
as the top hero, looks good and han- 
dles assignment nicely. Mori. 


V Enfrenta Blitzkrieg 


(‘The V Faces the Blitzkrieg’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 22. 
EFA production and release based on 
British and 4 newsreel and docue 
mentary clips; editor, Arturo 8. Mom; proe 
ducer, Julio Joly. Reviewed eat the Monue 
mental theater, Buenos Aires. Running 
time, 72 MINS. 





First war documentary to come 
out of South America, this full- 
length feature produced for EFA by 
one-time French megger Julio Joly 
with local director Arturo S. Mom 
doing the editing, is a nicely handled 

ro-democratic picture of unusual 
nterest because of the way it ham- 
mers home the sure-to-win power of 
the democracies. Worked up before 
U. S. entry into la guerre, it never- 
theless puts across the fact that 
Uncle Sam is the arsenal of democ- 
racy and sending plenty of help 
overseas to smash Hitler & Co. 

Using clips from U. S. newsreels, 
British Olympic News, Ministry of 
Information shorts and local ar- 
chives, film maintains a nice pace al- 
most from the beginning with com- 
mentary well handled by Carlos 
Rinaldi. Despite Argentina’s oft- 
professed neutrality, film doesn’t 
pull any punches in showing which 
side it is betting for and at the same 
time manages to be sufficiently 
straight-down-the-center to have a 
particular appeal to Latins. 

Method of handling is to follow 
through England’s desire for peace, 
German aggression, and what the 
democracies have done to catch up 
with and exceed the might of the 
Hitler war machine. Film’s purpose 
and even choice of title definitely 
aims to hit back at wide-spread 
Latin showings of UFA’s ‘Blitzkrieg,’ 
‘Sieg im Westen’, and there is plenty 
of meat in the shots of air and naval 
battles, ; Ray. 


SWAMP WOMAN 


Producers Releasing Corp. release of 
George R. Batcheller (George Merrick and 
Max Alexander) production. Stars Ann 
Corio; features Jack LaRue, Richard 
Deane and Mary Hull. Directed by Elmer 
Clifton. Screenplay by Arthur G, Durlam 
from story by Fred McConnell; camera, 
Edward Linden; editor, Charles Henkel. At 





Central, N. Y., Dec. 26, °41 Running 
time, 62 MINS, 

ANMADEE coscesccccececerseses:: Ann Corio 
WTO cecccccccccscveccccsccscns Jack LaRue 
DL. 6+0%000ne0000 Ceecetosese Jay Novello 
ME Sn0-0uces60d0400480090066 Richard Deane 
BEBDSS ceviccesoeses eeeees-Mary Hull 
GD vN'00610.05600655009000006 04-e6 Earl Gunn 
DE. 6060400 d0000d6N6 66002 Ian McDonald 
RON 3640060660400 00004060 Guy . Wilkerson 
Me :o>renteeseessesetere Vewwes Jimmy Aubry 
GORI cociccocccevccecescocs Frank Hagney 





Most charitable thing that can be 
said about this one is that the pro- 
ducers and director must have been 
kidding. No picture made in 1941 
seemingly could be this bad unless 
it was intentional. On the other 
hand, there’s a merit in its utter 
hopelessness that’s lacking in some of 
the stuff being turfied out currently 
by major companies because this is 
so bad it really earns laughs on that 
s¢ore. It’s reminiscent of early si- 
lent days. 

Single factor that will sell the pic- 
ture at all is the name of peeler Ann 
Corio in the star role. That she has 
marquee value is evident by the 
consistently fancy coin she earns in 
burley and the success of the tour- 
ing legiters in which she has ap- 
peared during the past couple years. 
This is her debut in pix, however, 
and she was sold a bill of goods and 
short-changed. It does serve to 
prove, though, that she has the man- 
ner and appearance for pictures 
were she built into the right kind of 
script. . 

Obvious thing, of course, for 
George Merrick and Max Alexander, 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Thin Man'-Hawkins-Ink Spots Sock 
$60,000 in Chi; ‘Birth Blues’ Giant 
386, Flying’ Big 10G on Moveover 





Chicago, Dec. 30. 

With the start of the holiday sea- 
gon, loop houses soared up to usual 

i ures for this time of year. 
og Gicires are currently headed 
for a walloping session, with New 
Year's Eve likely to be one of the 
biggest in local show business. 

Ehicago, with ‘Shadow Thin Man 
lus Erskines Hawkins band and Ink 

pots on the stage, is doing amizh-y 
$60,000. Across the street the S<aie- 
Lake has Bing Crosby’s ‘Birth of tie 
Blues’ and an enormous $33,059 in 

ospect. nye 

Pro mental is doing a dynamic $30,- 
006 with Ted Lewis band unit ¢n 
the stage and “Three Girls’ on the 
screen. Palace will switch fom 
‘Dumbo’ to ‘Ball of Fire’ tomorrow 
(Wednesday). ‘Dumbo’ racked up a 
neat $10,000 on its second week. 
Most loop houses go to $1.10 at six 
p.m. tomorrow (Wednesday). 

B. & K. brought ‘Keep ’Em F'y- 
ing’ back to the loop, with the Ab- 
bott and Costello film a powerful 
$10,000 in the Garrick. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Honky Tonk’ (M-G). Moved here 
after four big weeks at State-Lake, 
bang-up+ $10,000; taking in New 
Year’s Eve. Last week, ‘Confirm, 
Deny’ (20th), meaningless $3,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Thin Man’ (M-G) plus Four Ink 
Spots and Erskine Hawkins band 
unit on stage. Mighty $60,000, with 

ouse figuring to do $10,000 on New 

ear’s eve shows alone. Last week, 

‘Screaming’ (20th) and Tony Mar- 
tin headlining on stage, all right 
$33,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U). Picture 
played only two weeks in the Pal- 
ace, and taken out while still doing 
capacity trade. Here, it’s a power- 
ful $10,000. Last week, ‘York’ (WB) 
finished loop run of nine weeks to 
$3,700, big winner. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200: 28-44- 
65)—Three Girls’ (Col) and Ted 
Lewis orchestra unit on stage. With 
New Year’s Eve included looks like 
dynamic $30,000. Last week, ‘Mel- 


ody Lane’ (U) and ‘Bowery Follies’ | 


unit, mild $14,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66-75) 
="‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected 
Uncle’ (RKQ). Second and final 
week here, with likely $10,000, after 
solid $13,100 last week. Trade for 
this Walt Disney cartoon was mostly 
from kids 
‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) comes in to- 
morrow (Wednesday). 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-65-75) 
—'Texas’ (Col) and ‘Aldrich Presi- 
dent’ (Par). Great $16.000. 
week, ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) and 
‘Target Tonight’ (WB) (2d wk), sat- 
isfactory $8,300. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 35-55- 
65-75)—Birth Blues’ (Par)) Wal- 
loper at the front gate. Got great 


notices and looks like enormous $38.- 

; Last week, ‘Honky Tonk’ 
(M-G) rounded out four-week en- 
gagement at nice $10,100. 


Jnited Artists (B&K) (1,700: 35- 


55-65-75 )—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB). 
Holdover week for this one, $14.006, 
again on the buildup of holiday 
trade, after mild $13,700 last week. 





Kathleen’ Big $16,500 
For Newark; ‘In Army’ 
176, Dumbo’ 1336 H.0. 


Newark, Dec. 30 
ane Newark houses this week are 
nee the strongest business of 1941 
- Branford, with ‘You’re in the 
te my Now’ and “Blues in the Night,’ 
expected to hit a terrific pace. 
Pr faba hal Dumbo’ and ‘Rise and 
ek ag being held for a_ second | 
fret 2 are doing as well as in the | 
showing ‘kweace was good. Loew’s, 
powerfel, atnieen,’ the coin also is | 
a Estimates for This Week 
. 8 a (2,000; 25-35-50-60 ) 
unction’ (Rep) plus Dick 
Rogers’ band, Desi Arnaz and Lu- 





J 


ue reall On the stage. Strong $16,- 
(Rep) ast Week, ‘Public Enemies’ 


Artie Shaw’s orchestra, 
fair 9eay0 through Sunday (4 days). 


_Franford (WB) (1,200; 28-38-44-55) 
Night’ Y Now’ (WB) and ‘Blues 
(WB). Walloping $17,000. 


L Y (1,200; 20-28-39-44) | 
Lady’ (UA) ‘and ‘Texas’ 
Retirenetts Cc Re Neves 
ar (Col), slim $2,100, wcoPietties 
‘Sing Basie). (300; 33-39-55)— 
Island’ ¢ _(Indie) and ‘She-Devil 
Lest w ndie) (6th wk). Trim $2,000 
Par eek, good $1,600. 
amount (Adams - Par) 





(2.000; 





up to eight years old. | 


Last | 


| 30-35-44-55)—‘Birth of Blues’ (Par) 
and ‘Mercy Island’ (Indie) (2d wk). 
Neat $13,000. Last week, same pair, 
| fair $12,000. 

| Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Rise, Shine’ 
(20th) (2d wk. Dandy $13,500. Last 
week, also $13,500, nice for a dull 
week. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Down San 
Diego’ (M-G). Powerful $16,500 
Last week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) 
, and ‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G), mild- 
‘sh $10,000. 


“CORSICAN’ 156, 
BALTO TOPPER 


Baltimore, Dec. 30. 

Following a better than average 
pre-holiday reaction, most of the 
downtowners leaped into an immedi- 
ate boom right after the Xmas pres- 
ents were opened. Extra big are 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ at the 
New, and ‘Birth of the Blues’ at 
Keith’s. Also out front by a goodly 
margin is ‘Corsican Brothers’ at 
LLoew’s Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s- U. A.) (3,000; 17- 
28-44)—‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA). Sur- 
prisingly big at $15,000. Last week, 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) fair $7,700. 

Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66) ‘Dumbo’ 
(RKO) plus vaude, not up to expec- 
tations with a hard pulling $13,000, 
conservative. Last week, ‘Unexpected 
Uncle’ (Col) plus Major Bowes’ latest 
unit, better than average $12,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44) — ‘Birth Blues’ (Par). 
Hitting it off in bullish style for 
|swell $12,500. Last week, ‘Never 
| Give Sucker Break’ (U), offset pre- 
| holiday slump, with pleasing $9,300. 
| New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Green Valley’ (20th). Ringing 
the bell for biggest-in-moons $11,000; 
| Substantial figure for this limited 
| seater. Last week, ‘Confirm, Deny’ 
| (20th) in second sesh added mild 
| $3,900 to all-night opening round at 
$4,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,28¢ 17-28-40-44- 
55)—In Army Now’ (WB). Way off 
at this deluxer with meagre $7,000, 
with the going-over by local crix not 
helping. Last week, ‘Blues in Night’ 
(WB) tried hamni but only mild $6,800. 











DUMBO’ TRIM $10,600 
| DENVER; ‘VALLEY’ 106 


Pa eer 
Denver, Dec. 30. 
and heavy snow nicked 
little this week but the 
| crowds were coming back 
over the weekend. This 
sent grosses up above average, with 
| ‘Dumbo’ and ‘Weekend for Three’ at 
| the Orpheum the top money-getting 
| combo. 

Estimates for This Week 


Cold 


grosses a 


theatres 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Appointment Love’ (U), after a 
week at the Denver. Good $4,000. 


Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ 
after a week at Denver, good $4,000. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 

“Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
Father Takes Wife’ (RKO), after 
two weeks at Orpheum. Nice $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB), fair 
$2,500 for fifth week in local first 
; runs. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40) — ‘Skylark’ (Par), (2d wk). 
Sturdy $6,000 for second session. 
Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par), above 
| average $6,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) and ‘Fiesta’ 


(UA). Nice $10,000. Last week, ‘Ap- 
pointment Love’ (U, and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA), good $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Weekend 
Three’ (RKO). Whammy _ $10,600. 
Last week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Father Takes Wife’ 
(RKO) none too good second week, 
$6,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U). Strong $7,000. Last week, 
‘Riders Purple Sage’ (20th) and 
‘Man at Large’ (20th) good $6,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Swamp 
Water’ (20th), after a week at each 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Top Sgt. 
Mulligan’ (Mono). Good $2,200. Last 
week, ‘Keep ’Em Fiying’ (U), after 
a week at each Denver, Aladdin and 
Broadway, and ‘Spooks Run Wild 
(Mono), sturdy $2,000 


into the | 


P= ‘Started With Eve Big 
Det.; Playmates 226, ‘York’ 96 on 3d 


| split with ‘Riding Wind’ (RKO) and 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Jan. 1 
Astor—The Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24) 
Broadway—Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(llth week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 1) 
Capitol—Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G) (31). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 22) 
Criterion—Sundown’ (UA) (2d 
week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 15) 
Globe—‘Unholy Partners’ (M- 
G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 15) 
Music Hall—‘Babes on Broad- 
way’ (M-G) (31). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 3) 
Paramount — ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ (Par) (31). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 26) 
Rialte—‘The Wolf Man’ (U) 
(2d week). 
{Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 17) 
Riveli—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (2d 
week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24) 
Roxy—Remember the Day’ 
(20) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 24) 
Strand—‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ (WB). 
Week of Jan. 8 


Astor—‘The Shanghai Ges- 
ture’ (UA) (3d week). 
Broadway—Dumbo’ (Disney) 


(12th week). 
Capitol—‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 
Music Hall-—‘Babes on Broad- 
way’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Paramount—‘Louisiana 
chase’ (Par) (2d week). 
Rialto—‘The Mad Dr. of Mar- 
ket Street’ (U) (10). 
Rivoli—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (3d 
week). 
Roxy—‘ Remember 
(20th) (3d week). 
Strand—"The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ (WB) (2d week). 


‘Tarzan’ Huge $16,500 
In St. Louis; Bob Hope 


P ur- 


the Day’ 








St. Louis, Dec. 30. 

Natives are recovering from one 
of the most lavish Christmas spend- 
ing sprees in years, but the splurge 
failed to include many deluxe film 
houses. Almost continuous rain on 
Xmas day hurt. With holdovers at 
the Ambassador and the Fox, Loew’s 
has the best prospects with “Tarzan’ 
and ‘Miss Polly.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3.172: 30-40-44)— 
*Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA). Smash $16,500 and best 
in weeks here. Last week, ‘Kathleen’ 
(M-G) and ‘Three Girls’ (Col), dis- 
appointing $7,000 for six days. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
| 50)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and 
‘Perfect Snob’ (90th). H.o. from last 
week. sockv $8.000 add to first 
week’s $9.100. 

Fox (F&M) 
‘Green Valley’ 
Girl’ (20th). 





to 
(5.000: 30-40-50)— 
(20th) and ‘Cadet 
Led the town last week 


| with $10.700 and nice $8,000 is on tap | 


this week. 


‘Paris Calfine’ (U) 
Tonight’ (WB). Fairly good at 
| $4,000. Last week. ‘Confirm, Deny’ 
| (20th) and ‘New York Town’ (Par). 
| Moveover from the Fox: sad $1,700. 

| St. Louis (F&M) (4.000: 30-40)— 
| “Tuxedo Junctian’ (Rep) and ‘Marry 
| Boss’ Daughter’ (20th) 
|Last week, ‘Riders Purple Sage’ 
| (20th) and ‘Small Time Deb’ (20th), 


and ‘Target 


Lippy $8,000 for 2d Wk. 


Missouri. (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50 )— | 
for | 


Slim $3,000. | 


‘to capacity at $22,000 or better on 


N.Y. Holiday Biz Soars; ‘Remember’ 
Sock $85,000, Pulham’ 1056 in 6 Days, 
Gesture 226, “Army -Osborne 426 





Terrific strength at boxoffice on 
Monday (29), with the hot pace con- 
tinuing yesterday (Tues.), now makes 
it appear that the total gross for the 
13 leading downtown New York 
houses will run neck-and-neck with 
the business done by the same the- 
atres Christmas week a year ago. 
There is a better than fair chance 
that the 1940 Xmas figure will be 
beaten but, if so, it won’t be by much. 
It is difficult to estimate what New 
Year’s eve business will be tonight 
(Wed.), but several attractions closed 
out their Christmas stanza last night 
(Tues. ). : 

Managers are hopeful that the war 
and other factors will not trim New 
Year’s take to less than last year. For 
tonight (Wed.), as 1941 goes out of 
the piciure, late shows are sched- 
uled. As in former years, most 
houses will grind as late into to- 
morrow morning (Thurs.) as custom- 
ers exist, with prices to be upped 
according to the traffic. Music Hall, 
however, will maintain its annual 
custom and retain the established 
scale of $1.65 top for loge seats. If 
trade permits, the Paramount may 
go as high as $1.85. since it opers a 
new show today (Wed.). 

New Year’s eve winds up the first 
week of the town’s biggest sock, 
‘Remember the Day,’ which should 
bring the Roxy around $85,000, per- 
haps more. 

Two other new pictures also 
rounding out their initial stanzas to- 
night (Wed.) are ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
and ‘Sundown.’ The former, at the 
Astor, is close to capacity at $22,000 
or better, while ‘Sundown’ may take 
the Criterion to $30,000, more than 
four times house average. 

The United Artists ad campaign on 
‘Gesture,’ which UA accounts are 
asking for, has proved most effective 
and is importantly credited for the 
picture’s current business. It was 
prenared by Monroe Greenthal. 

‘Hellzapoppin.’” at the straight-film 
Rivoli. is bucking stageshow houses 
| and other films satisfactorily at $32,- 
or more, but not sensational. Pic- 
ture opened Christmas night (25) 
following an afternoon charity per- 
formance for _ soldiers. *Tarzan’s 
Secret Treasure,’ out of Capitol last 
night (Tues.) after one week. dis- 
appointed at less thay $25.000 and 
moves in “Two-Faced Woman’ today 
(Wed.). 

Over the Xmas holiday ‘Pulham, 
Esq.” has been extremely big for 
Musie Hall. On six days of a second 
stanza concluded last night (Tues.), 
gross was $105.000. ‘Babes on Broad- 
way’ and a New Yeanr’s stageshow 
open this morning (Wed.). 

Early this morning (at 8:30). the 
Par brings in ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
and the Gene Krupa band, plus Dinah 
Shore. Strand ushers in ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ and Jimm. Dorsey 
| band tomorrow morning (Thurs.), 
following one week of ‘You're in the 
Army Now’ and the Will Osborne 
band. ‘Army’ and Osborne will prob- 
ably wind up at $42,000, aided by 
upped New Year eve prices tonight 
(Wed.), not fancy but good. 

State, with ‘Playmates’ on first- 
| run, plus Ed Sullivan’s Dawn Patrol 
Revue, Benay Venuta and team of 
Cross and Dunn, looks around $32,- 
| 000, very good. Among lesser runs, 
the Globe is doing outstanding busi- 
ness with ‘Unholy Partners,’: $18,000 
or thereabouts, a whale of a take for 
this small-seater grind. 

Estimates for this Week 





Aster (Loew’s) (1,012: 35-55-85- 
| $1.10-$1.25) — ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
| (UA). Well advertised, this is close 





| way below average $1,600. 





Detroit, Dec. 30. 

With only one dismal week to 
mark the usual pre-Christmas dip, 
| grosses here are now moving back to 
|the same old high levels. All first- 
runs have freshened up with new 
bills with the exception of the 
strong-running ‘Sergeant York’ still 
collecting in a third week after 
|'moving to the smaller -Palms-State 
| from the Michigan. 
| Both hitting at a pace that will 
|top $20,000, the Fox and Michigan 
| are fighting it out for leadership, the 
| former with ‘Started With Eve’ and 
| ‘Cadet Girl’ and Michigan with ‘Play- 
| mates’ and ‘International Squadron.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
| _‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Go West’ 
| (Col). Against strong competition 
|only average $5,500. Last week (six 
| days), ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
‘Swing Soldier’ (U), former a switch 
from the Fox, dull $4,800. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 





‘ 


$24, 00 Tops 


,65)—Started With Eve’ (U) and 
| ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). Moving strong 
toward a big $24,000. Last week (six 
days), ‘All Money Buy’ (RKO) and 
‘Sing Supper’ (Col), fair $13,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65) — ‘Playmates’ (RKO) and 
‘International Squadron’ (WB). 
Choice $22,000 in sight. Last week, 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk), neat 
$16,000 in six days on top of sock 
$28,000 in first week. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
| (3,000; 40-55-65) —‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 
| (3d wk). Moved from the Michigan, 
| neat $9,000. Last week (six days), 
Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Para- 
chute Battalion’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
| sluggish $5,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Kathleen’ (M-G) 
‘and ‘Flying Blind’ (Par). Okay 
| $10,000. Last week, ‘Chocolate 
| Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Unholy Part- 
|ners’ (M-G), 
} week. 





first week ended last (Tues.) night, 
and holds. House closed down sev- 
eral days prior to opening. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
75)—Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney) (lith 
wk). This stanza (llth), which 
spreads over New Year’s, $18,000 or 
more, very good, Last week (10th) 
was $16,300 with aid of Christmas. 

Capitoi (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G) opens this morning (Wed.), 
‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) mild at 
under $25,000. Behind that on six 
days of ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) was very 
poor at less than $10,000. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-55- 
85-$1.10) — ‘Sundown’ (UA). With 
prices boosted and steady play, ex- 
ceptionally strong $30,000 is a possi- 
bility. Second week begins tomor- 
row (Thurs.). ‘Keep "Em Flying’ 
(U), on final eight days of fourth 
week $11,000, nice takings. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G). Teed off 
powerfully Saturday (27) and should 
grab $18,000, big, and holding over. 
Last week, ‘No Hands On Clock’ 
(Par), $6,500, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) opens 
today (Wed.) singly. ‘Look Laugh- 
ing’ (RKO) (lst run) and ‘All Money 
Buy’ (RKO) (2d run), $10,000, oke. 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO), singly was $8,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and, 
on stage, Gene Krupa and Dinah 
Shore. New show debuts this morn- 
ing (Wed.) after three weeks of 
‘Birth of Blues,’ plus Orrin Tucker 
and Bonnie Baker. Concluding (3d) 
week through last night (Tues.) was 
$48,000, while second stanza was 
$37,500, in both instances not smashy, 
but good. 

Radio City Music Hail (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945: 44-55 - 85-99 - $1.65)— 
‘Babes on Broadway’ (M-G) and 
New Year’s stage production goes on 
display today (Wed.), a day ahead 
of schedule. Final six days of ‘Pul- 
ham’ (M-G) terrific $105,000, while 
initial seven days was $95.000, solid. 


Rialte (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Wolf Man’ (U) (2d wk). Holding 
up nicely, about $8,000, following 


first week’s gross of $11,500, excel- 
lent. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). Not a record- 
breaker but resisting powerful op- 
position on street for a first week’s 
$32,000 or more. Begins second stanza 
tomorrow night (Thurs.). ‘Green 
Valley’ (20th) was extended one day 
beyond seven weeks for gross of 
$15,000 on the windup eight days, all 
right. 

Rexy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—‘Remember the Day’ (20th) and 
stageshow. A mighty business-getter 
at $85,000, maybe more, just about all 
the business this house can handle. 
Last week. ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) 
only $28,000, weak. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10) (RKO) and, 
on stage. Ed Sullivan’s Dawn Patrol 
Revue, Benay Venuta and Cross and - 
Dunn. Strong $32,000 seen. Last 
week, ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) (1st run), 
over $16.000. voor. 

Strand (WB) (2,756: 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘In Army Now’ (WB) and Will 
Osborne band and vaude. In for 
enly the one week but $42,000, not 
the tops, but good. Last (2d) week, 
‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and Count 
Basie band, Hattie McDaniel, others, 
$20.000, mediovre. ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ (WB) and Jimmy Dorsey 
open tomorrow (Thurs.) 


‘Playmates’ 


‘Pulham’ $3300, Aces In 





Linc; ‘Dumbo’ Big $3,200 


Lincoln, Dec. 30. 
It’s between ‘Pulham’ and ‘Dumbo’ 


|for the main dollar flow this week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘Down Mexico Way’ 
(Rep) and ‘Great Nobody’ . (WB) 


‘Thieves Out’ (WB). All right $900. 
Last week, ‘Death Valley Outlaws’ 
(Rep) and ‘Father’s Son’ (WB) split 
with ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) and 
‘Law Men’ (Mono), only fair $600. 
Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44)—‘Pulham’ (M-G) is get- 
ting substantial adult money, good 
with women on mats. About $3,300, 
or better. Last week, ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ (M-G), a punkie, $2,300. 
Nebraska (C-P) (1,236; 10-20-28) 
—Great Guns’ (20th) and ‘Last 
Duanes’ (20th), with kiddie revue 
nice $2,000. Last week, ‘Cadet Girl 
(20th) and ‘Dynamite’ (U), slow, 


$1,500. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986; 
20-28 )—‘International Lady’ 
and ‘Tanks Million’ (UA). Doing 
well at $2,000. Last week, ‘Pitts- 
burgh Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Shining Vic- 
tory’ (WB), four days to a dull $700. 

Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO). Good $3,200 on 


10- 
(UA) 





dull $7,000 for full | 


| week. Last week, ‘Money Buy’ 
(RKO), only winner in pre-holiday 
week, $2,100. 
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Wednesday, December 3}, 1941 





Phily Biz Moves Up 


: ‘Dinner’ Hefty 





$0,000, ‘Army Now Fair $13,500 


‘Go West, Lady’ (Col), pretty close | 
to new low at $1,900. 





Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 

School kids home for the holidays 
and service men here ‘for Xmas and 
New Year’s furloughs are jacking 
up boxoffices this week and bring- 
ing cheer to house managers after 
three weeks of famine. 

Customers are getting used to the 
idea of war and beginning to return 
to cinema places. Theatre men pre- 
dict banner New Year's Eve biz, evi- 
denced by advance sale of reserved 
seats in some situations. All houses 


are set to hike their admissions for 
New Year’s Eve and midnight show- 
ings, with 99c tops at most deluxers 
and $1.71 top at ine Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
86-99) —"H. M. Pulham’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.). Holdover getting a better play 
than initialer, thanks mostly to 
special midnight show tomorrow 
night (31). Will get approximate 
$9,500. Last week, sad $8,500 at 68c 
top. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-41- 
46-57-65)-—Birth Blues’ (Par) (2d 
run) (2d wk.). Checking in with 
nice $3,600. Last week, okay $3,200 
for start of second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68-86- 
99)—‘Man Came Dinner’ (WB). 
Hefty $20,000 for world premiere. 
Last. week’s holdover for ‘Shadow 
Thin Man’ dropped to sad $7,500, 
after fairish bow-in week before. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75- 
$1.14-$1.71)—Swing It Soldier’ (U) 
with stage show including Woody 
Herman orch and Billy DeWolfe. 
and Tony Martin for New Year’s 
Eve only. Whole setup at hiked ad- 
mish ($1.14 and $1.71 New Year’s 
Eve at reserved seat policy) will add 
up to sock $30,000. Last week, ‘Con- 
firm or Deny’ (20th) with Charlie 
Spivak’s orch and Carol Bruce and 
Ray Bolger, neat $21,500 at 75c top. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-86-99 )— 
‘In Army Now’ (WB). Sour re- 
views, but will clear hurdles for fair 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Appointment 
Love’ (U), sad $9,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066: 35-46-57-68- 
86-99 )—‘Kathleen’ (M-G). First run 
in this usual susequent house getting 
fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Died With 


Boots’ (WB), okay $4,000 for six 
days of second run. 
Keith’s (WB) (2,220- 35-46-57-68- 


86-99 )—‘Appointment Love’ (U) (2d 
run). Boyer-Sullivan starrer unable 
to get going with poor $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Started With Eve’ (U), paltry 
$3,000 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68- 
86-99)—‘Remember Day’ (20th). 
Okay $15.000. Last week, ‘Design 
Scandal’ (M-G), voor $8,000. ‘Babes 
on Broadway’ (M-G) opens tomor- 
row (Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68- 
86-99) —‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (4th 
wk.). Continuing hefty pace with 
solid $7,500. Last week, neat $7,000 
for third round. ‘Tarzan’s Secret 
Treasure’ bows tomorrow (Wed.). 





Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) | 
—In Army Now’ (WB) and Ted | 
Weems. Just another entry, but be-| 
ing pumped up by extra holiday | 
shows, including special New Year's | 
Eve midnight show at $1 top. That 
should pull house up into slightly 
better than even break at $18,000. 
Last week, Martha Raye-Jan Savitt 
and ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) fell away to 
$15,500, awful. 

Warner wa wes 
‘Target or onig 
means Aldrich’ (Par). RAF docu- 
mentary a little dated now and 
hardly the show for Xmas. Won't 
do much more than $3.800, poor. Last 
week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G), 
second week, all right $5,000. 


‘Corsican’ $10,000 in 
L’ ville; ‘Louisiana’ 
Biggest Buy, Huge 126 


2 Louisville, Dec. 30. 

Christmas-New Year’s week has 
brought a windfall of excellent prod- 
uct and all first-runs have potential 
b.o. winners. However, the results 
don't follow through on this surmise. 
Two downtown deluxers, Rialto with 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ and Loew’s 
State with ‘Corsican Brothers’ are 
hitting the upper brackets. ‘One 
Foot in Heaven’ at the Mary Ander- 
son is doing okay, but ‘Playmates’ at 
Strand is not so forte. 

Most houses will end runs of their 
current pics Wednesday night (31) 
and show their new product at the 
midnight show. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) | 
(1,400; 15-30-40) — ‘Rise, Shine,’ 
(20th) and ‘Blue, White, Perfect’ 
(20th). Moveover from Rialto, light 
$1,500. Last week, dark for redeco- 
rating. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U) 
and ‘Unfinished Business’ (U). Indi- 
cated $1,400. Last week, ‘Citizen 
Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Tanks Million’ 
(UA) split with ‘Lydia’ (UA) and 
‘Time Rhythm’ (Col), mild $1,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) and 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G). Knocking 
off splendid $10,000, including New 
Year’s eve. Last week, ‘Kathleen’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sing Supper’ (Col), fair 
$6,500. 

Mary Anderson 


(2,000; 30-40-50)— 
(WB) and 








(Libson) (1,100; 


Alright $3,500. Last week ‘Int'l 
| Squadron’ (WB) (2d wk), medium 
$3,000. 

National (Indie) (2,400; 35-50)— 


‘Doetors Won't Tell’ (Rep) and stage 
show ‘Live, Love, Laugh.’ Opened 
Christmas Day (25) after two-week 


| 
! 
| 


15-30-40)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB).f 


(20th) and ‘Three iad (Col), sur- 
risingly good $5,800. 

, oo Moe (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—'Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Look Laugh- 
ing’ (RKO) (2d wk). Strong $7,300 
on holdover. Last week, same 
combo, chalked up big $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50) —Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Tar- 
zan’s Secret’ (M-G) (2d wk). Solid 
$4,500. First week, fine $4,900. 


‘La. Purchase 
Leader in K.C., 
Solid $10,000 





Kansas City, Dec. 30. 

Openings in all but vaude-film 
combo houses were moved up to 
Christmas day or to Dec. 24. Hence, 
theatre row is getting the benefit of 
the heavy improvement at the gate. 
Leader is the Newman where ‘Lou- 
isiana Purchase’ is playing single and 
jingling the boxoffice bells. ‘Dumbo’ 
as bill topper at the Orpheum is do- 
ing better on its second week, with 
kiddies out of school, than on the 
pre-Christmas week. 

Weather, which has been unsea- 
sonably warm, turned back to nor- 
mal chilly degrees for Christmas and 
the weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043: 11-30-44)— 
‘Rise, Shine’ (20th). Mild $6,000 for 
two spots. Last week, ‘Confirm, 
Deny’ (20th) and ‘Wings Honolulu’ 
(U) (reissue), light $4,200. 

Mainstreet (Indie) (3,040; 11-28- 
44)—Polack Brothers Circus on stage 
and ‘Riders Timberline’ (Par) opened 
Thursday (20). Good improvement 
at $6,500. Last week, ‘Scattergood 
Broadway’ (RKO) film with ‘Seein’ 
Stars’ presentation on stage, six 
days. slow $3,800. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 11-30-44) 
—‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) and 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) twinned. 
Holiday patronage helping but not 
outstanding at $7,000. Last week, 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and ‘Sing 
For Supper’ (Col), six days, $5,300, 
not too bad considering. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 11- 
30-44)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). 
Doing town’s best biz. Large $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘International Squa- 
dron’ (WB), surprisingly good at 
$6,500 despite pre-Christmas activity. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 11-30-44) 
—Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Weekend 
Three’ (RKO) double-billed for sec- 
ond week. Better play with kiddies 


out of school, good $6,000. First 
week, mild $4.000, 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110: 11-30-50)— 


‘Swing Soldier’ (U) with 
Your Life’ unit on stage. Biz get- 
ting back to better figures here. 
$8.000. Last week, ‘Rodeo Rhythm’ 
(Indie) and Dot Franey’s Ice Re- 
vue and Shirley Pierce’s Kiddie Re- 
vue on stage, meagre $5,000. 





lay-off. Biz has been big since re- | 
opening, and big New Year’s Eve | 





Pitt Blue in Holiday Wks.; 
‘Prtham’ Poor $13.00, 
‘Screaming’ N.G. $5,00 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 

Biz dropping sharply everywhere, 
and looks like poorest Xmas week 
here in years. Good vix taking it 
on the chin along with the poor ones, 
conditions generally being no re- 
specter of quality. On the average. 
grosses are between two 
grand under what they 
holiday session in "40. — 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1.700: 30-50)—‘Rise 
and Shine’ (20th) (24d wk). Getting 
just short of four days in h. o.. pie- 
ture closing at 6 p.m. tonight (Tues.) 
to allow ‘How Green Was My Valley’ 
(20th) to get reserved seat preem 
two hours later under sponsorship of 
Welsh Societies of Pittsburch. In 
abbreviated session. doubtful if com- 
edv will make $2.000. Tm first week. 
‘Rise’ got pretty sood $6.500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.200: 30-40-50) 
—H. M. P'thom. Esa.’ (M-G). Mixed 
notices. May account for around 
$13,000. prettv denressine. Last week. 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), in. six 
davs. woefr] S# 000. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 20-40-50)—‘*Two- 
Freed Womar’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Garbo still pnulling, 
Decency blast aiding at b.o., custom- 
ers annarently anxious to see it be- 
fore Metro’s announced revisions go 
in followins comnletion of loreal first- 
run. Should eet arovnd $2.900 very 
good. 
alco a third week on same Porn to 
Worner to Ritz route. under *9.000. 

Sanator (Hoerris) (1.750: 20-40-50) 
—“Wake Un Screamine’ (20th). Crix 
gave this one a prect sendoff, but 
lucky ta wind un with $5000. Last 
week, ‘Girls About Town’ (Col) and 





and five | 
were for 


With Legion of | 


Test week. ‘Rirth of Blnes,’ 


show has nine-vaude acts, with help | 
|of holidays and extra shows, fine | 
| $6,500. 

| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
| 30-40) — ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
| and ‘Sealed Lips’ (U). Doing the top 
| biz of the town and long lines at the 
| wicket through Sunday. With added 
|New Year’s eve biz, torrid $12,000. 


| Last week ‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and 
‘Blue, White, Perfect’ (20th), good 
$8,000 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 


15-30-40) — ‘Playmates’ (RKO) and 
‘Date with Falcon (RKO). Hardly up 
to expectations but satisfactory at 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Confirm, Deny’ 





‘BIRTH BLUES’ BIG 216 


Brooklyn, Dee. 30. 
Considerable pickup in downtown 
movie biz, ‘They 
Boots On’ at the Fox and ‘Birth of 
Blues’ at the Paramount are leaders. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) 
—‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and 
Money Buy’ (RKO). Okay $16,000 
Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and 
‘Rise Shine’ (20th), neat $17,000. 


‘All 








(20th) and ‘Perfect Snob (20th), 
medium $3,000. 


“BOOTS ON’ $12,000, NEW 
_ RECORD IN DULL PORT. 


| Portland, Ore., Dec. 30. 

Usual holiday slump slowed down 
many houses, ‘They Died with Their 
| Boots On, however, is breaking 
records at the Broadway, which ‘re- 
| opened Christmas Day after shut- 
| down for 10 days to renovate. ‘Sky- 
| lark’ is strong on holdover at the 
| Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 35-40- 
| 50)—Died with Boots On’ (WB). 
| Single billed and breaking records 
at a terrific $12,000. Last week, 
house closed for renovation. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50)—‘Blues in Night’ 
(WB) with ‘George White’s Scandals’ 
unit. Going over for great $7,500, 
helped by 75c top on four days. Last 
week, ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) and 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
$2,800, good enough in pre-Christmas 
slump. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,800: 35-40-50)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Cadet Girl’ 
(20th). Opened Christmas Eve, nice 
$7,500, Last week, ‘Wake Screaming’ 





Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
}—Died With Boots On’ (WB) and 
| ‘Sailors Leave’ (Rep). Booming 
$25,000. Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col) and ‘Flying Cadets’ (U), mild 
$12,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3.618: 30-40-50-55) 

‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘South 
Tahiti’ (2d wk.). Satisfactory $14,000. 
Last week, same two, neat $20,000. 
| Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 30-40- 


50-55)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Con- 
|fessions Blackie’ (Col). Attractive 
| $21,000. Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) 


| and ‘Mercy Island’ (Indie), unevent- 
ful $13,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Spooks Run Wild’ (Mono) and stage 
show featuring Tommy Reynolds’ 
band and ‘Hollywood Sweater Girl 
Revue,’ good $11,000 for five days. 
Last week, ‘Flying Blind’ (Par) and 
‘Hawaiian Nights’ unit fairish $7,000 
on four days. 


‘Remember’ $12,000 
In Prov., ‘Tarzan’ 136 


Providence, Dec. 30. 
_All on the upswing and should go 
right on over the top in succeeding 
weeks. ‘Dumbo’ is brighter in its 
second week than in the first stanza. 
Majestic’s ‘Remember the Day’ is 
riding high as is ‘Tarzan’s Secret 








‘Time of | 


‘Screaming -Vaude Big $23,000 Best 
In Cleve.; Tarzan’ 176, Valley 156 





v 


Treasure’ at Loew’s State. ‘A Bed- 
time Story’ is okay, too. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Obliging Young 
Lady’ (RKO) (2d wk). Still build- 
ing, nifty $8,500, which tops the good 
$7,000 on first session. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and 
‘Target Tonight’ (WB) (2d run), 
Healthy $3,200. Last week, ‘Maltese 
Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Small Town Deb’ 
(20th) (2d run), fair $2,600. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Mob Town’ (U) and vaude on stage. 
Nice $6,500. Last week, ‘Cadet Girl’ 
(20th) and vaude, fair $5,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Rise, 
Shine’ (20th). Soaring to a sock 
$12,000. Last week, ‘One’ Foot 
Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Target Tonight’ 
(WB), swell $8,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Cab Calloway and his band 
unit on stage plus ‘Spooks Run Wild’ 


(Mono), Nifty $9,000 in four-day 
run. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) = and 


‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ (Col). Duo do- 
ing very nicely, neat $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and 
‘Stork Pays Off’ (Col), weakish 
$8,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and ‘Honolulu 
Lu’ (Col). Nice $7,000. Last week, 
‘Go West’ (Col) and ‘Among Living’ 
(Par), weak $4,000. 


Bob Hope-Zorina Wham 
$14,000 Omaha’s Best; 





Omaha, Dec. 30. 


Bouncing back with terrific 
grosses, all downtown theatres are 
doing smash business after the pre- 
Christmas let-down: Orpheum will 
lead the boys with ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ and ‘Small Town 


Deb.’ 
Terrific, nice boyoffice at the 
Brandeis, too, for ‘Dumbo.’ The 


Omaha with ‘Kathleen’ and ‘Swing 

It Soldier’ is headed for a nice up- 

swing from last week's low. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
44)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th). Smash 
$14,000, and maybe more, one of 
biggest grosses ever by this house 
for;a non-increase straight film pro- 
gram. Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
(U) and ‘Major Barbara’ (UA), fair 
$9,500, considering season. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘ Dumbo’ 
West’ (Col). Very big $6,800. Last 
week, ‘All Money Buy’ (RKO) and 
‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col), way off at 





Died With Their | 


| $3,000. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
44)—‘Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Swing 
| Soldier’ (U). Nice $8,000. Last week, 


‘Intl Ladv’ (UA) and ‘Broadway 

Limited’ (UA), low $5,300. 
Paramount (Tristates) (3,000: 11- 

40-55) — ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ 


(20th), (ist run) and ‘Keep ’Em Fly- 
ing’ (U) brought over from Orpheum 
for second week, good $7,000. 


State (Goldberg) (900: 25-35)— 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and 
|*Tanks Million’ (UA) split with 


‘Tuxedo Junction’ (Rep), ‘Belong to 
Me’ (Col), ‘Parson Panamini’ (Par). 





(3,274; 30-40-50-55) | 


Nifty $1.100. Last week, ‘Sailors 
|Leave’ (Rep), ‘Cat Canary’ (Par) 
and ‘Doctors Don’t Tell’ (Rep) split 
with ‘Road Show’ (UA), ‘Hit Road’ 
}(U) and ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G), 
thin $800. 

Town (Goldberg) 
—‘Kid Kansas’ 


(1,500; 10-20-25) 
(U), ‘Bullets O’Hara’ 
(WB) and ‘Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO) 
triple split with ‘Billy Wanted’ 
| (Indie), ‘Devil Bat’ (Cap) and ‘Man 


|Montana’ (U), ‘Dressed to _ Kill’ 
| (20th) and ‘Big Boss’ (Col). Im- 
|proved $1.200. Last week, ‘Never 
| Rich’ (Col), ‘Death Outlaws’ (Rep), 
j}and ‘Perfect Crime’ (Col) triple split 
|with ‘Bachelor Daddy’ (U), ‘Chip 
iFlying U’ (U). ‘Secrets Wasteland’ 
(Par) and ‘Father Takes Wife’ 
(RKO), ‘Never Give Sucker’ (U), 


seasonal $700. 





Overly Realistic Prop 
Fireplace Starts Fire 





Three Rivers, Mich., Dec. 30. 

You can go too far with that real- 
ism stuff, 

As dressing up for the Christmas 
season, the Butterfield Circuit’s thea- 
tre here put up a prop fireplace in 
the lobby which looked like the real 
thing. So much so that along came 
a customer, took it for the real thing 
and knocked out his pipe against it. 

The fire department arrived a few 
moments later and took out what 
was left of the paper decorations. 





(RKO) and ‘Go | 


Cleveland, Dec. 30. 

Emerging from a blackout, the 
main stem is happier over the way 
grosses are pushing up after a dull 
pre-Christmas week. Majority of 
houses are getting an extra break by 
pushing up openings of new bills to 
the day before holidays. 

Palace is keeping its regular sked 
but getting all the gravy with ‘Wake 
Up Screaming,’ switched back to the 
original tag, ‘Hot Spot,’ here. Forti- 
fied by Ray Bolger and the Great 
Lester heading vaude show, a gilt- 
edged $23,000 is in prospect. ‘Tar- 
zan’s Secret Treasure’ also is doing 
smart biz at State, while ‘Green Was 
My Valley’ is growing a nice profit 
for the Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3.000; 20-35-42-55)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d wk). Best juve 
puller in town, great at $4.500. Last 
week, ‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) (2d 
wk), on similar moveover, miserable 
$2,500. 

Circle (Pollster) (1.800; 20-55)~— 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) and ‘Ladies 
Retirement’ (Col) (2d run). Fine 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Moon Over 
Shoulder’ (20th) plus ‘Law Trovpics’ 
(WB) (2d run), poor $1,300 in four 
davs. 

Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 20-35-42-55) 
—Green Valley’ (20th). A tough one 
to sell here but showing grand re- 
sults, $15,000. ‘Died with His Boots 
On’ (WB) comes in Wednesday (31). 
Last week, ‘All Money Buy’ (RKO), 
lambasted to $7,000. 


Fake (Warner) (800; 30-35-42-55) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Second 
wind caught by war y-rn: good 


$2,600 after falling to $1,400 last 
stanza. 

Polace (RKO) (3.700: 30-35-42-55) 
—Wake Screaming’ (20th). Billed 
here as ‘Hot Spot,’ with Ray Bolger 
and Great Lester on stage. With 
extra midnight show, sure to garner 
big $23,000. Last week, ‘Dumbo’ 
(RKO) with Mills Bros. topping 
vaude hardly reached $15,000, but 
still okay considering low budget. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Tarzan Treasure’ (M-G). Moppets 
going for this one in matinee trade; 
very good $17,000. ‘Baebes on Broad- 
wav’ (M-G) openins Wednesday 
(31). Last week, ‘Lvdia’ (UA), very 
weak $6,500 in six davs. 

StitIman (Loew's) (1.879: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Unholy Partners’ ‘(M-G). Nifty 
$7.000. Last week, ‘Prthom’ (M-G) 
(24 wk), died with on! 9.500. 


‘THIS WOMAN’ OKAY ’ 


$5,600, BUENOS AIRES 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 23. 
With only one new pic in any of 
Buenos Aires’ downtowners, grosses 
were again off the past week. Uni- 
versal’s ‘This Woman Is Mine’ at the 
Opera did a satisfactory 21,500 pesos 








| The three big holdovers 


(approximately $5,500), OK but 
hardly worth writing home about. 
were still 


| running the best comparative biz in 





town. 

Other grosses all given in Argen- 
tine pesos, currently holding their 
own at about 23c, follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret and Ca- 
vallo) (1,400; 2.50-2)—Bride Came 
COD’ (WB). Fair 12.000 after 
hefty 28.000 the first week. 


Bette Davis drew them the opener 
but comedy story, in which Latins 
don’t like to see her, accounted for 
the chill which set in after word-of- 
mouth failed to give film a boost. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3-2.50) 
—Blood and Sand’ (20ih). Eighth 
and last week for this Tyrone Power 
picture was smasheroo with 12,000, 
Same as week previous. Will go to 
the Normandie next month. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo and Lau- 
taret) (3,305; 2.50-2)—‘Jekyll-Hyde’ 
(M-G). Disappointing 16,500 after 
smash 42,000 the previous week. 
Should pick up in the nabes. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; 2-1.50) 
—Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). No 
names for marquee and weak story 
let this one sink to little over 8,000. 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti y Cia.) 
(1,330; 2-1.50)—‘La V Enfrenta a la 
Blitzkrieg’ (‘The V Faces the Blitz- 
krieg’) (EFA Argentine-Made). Sat- 
isfactory 11,000 but should build in 
the smaller houses, where the war 
stuff is popular. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50-2)— 
‘This Woman Is Mine’ (U). 21,500. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 
(1,863; 2.50 and 2.00)—‘Gone’ (M-G). 
Continues as regularly as Old Faith- 
ful. Sixth week, announced as 
closer, was 12,000, a grand better 
than the previous and now skedded 
for at least week and half more. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3-2.50)— 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par). Sixth 
stanza and a solid 10,000 puts this 
One in the extra special class. Due 





for another week at least. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 11 








‘La. Purchase’ Whammy $20,000, Best 
In Frisco; ‘Deny WG. Corsican’ 116 








San Francisco, Dec. 0. 

With no new blackouts, biz con- 
tinued to improve ‘this week. It’s 
still a city much in the war and 
ready for any emergency, with fami- 
ly trade sticking around the hearth- 
side after dusk. But if the present 
ace is maintained, showmen hope 
for a passable new year. | - 

Strongest new entry is ‘Louisiana 
Purchase,’ which is going great — 
on a single-bill grind at the ar- 
amount. The United Artists, with 
‘Corsican Brothers,’ likewise is get- 
ting its first break since Herman 
Cohen sold the house. ‘Dumbo,’ at 
the Golden Gate, and ‘Started With 
Eve, at the Orpheum, are strong 

yldovers. : 
bret runs will try a new tack this 
New Year's eve, upping prices to 75 
cents at 5 p.m. Principal exception 
is the Golden Gate, which is putting 
on a special reserved-seat show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fex (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘New York Town’ (Par) and ‘Glam- 
our Boy’ (Par). Things not too forte 
here; doesn’t look like much over 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Blues in Night 
(WB) and ‘Body Disappears CWB), 
dented by war and Christmas, 
10,000. 

. Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-50- 
55)—'Dumbo’ (RKO) and A. Robbins 
on stage (2d wk). Upped admish 
holdover still percolating nicely, will 
get okay $14,500. Last (ist) week, 
very good $16,000, considering war 
and Yuletide. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘Started With Eve’ (U) and 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U) (2d wk). House 
is getting a break, okay $9,200 on 
this holdover. Last (ist) week 
smash $12,000, despite handicaps. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). 
Single bill packing ’em in here, pos- 
sible $20,000, which is prosperity 
again. Last week, “Tarzan’s Treas- 
ure’ (M-G) and ‘Down Mexico Way 
(Rep), excellent $42,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) and 
‘Down Mexico Way’ (Rep) (move- 
over). Still lively enough for $5,000, 
aided by a Superman short (Par). 
Last (moveover) week, ‘Maltese Fal- 
con’ (WB) and ‘Target Tonight 
(WB), excellent $5,500. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld ) 
(1,100; 33-40-50 )}—‘Corsican Brothers 
(UA) and ‘Fiesta’ (UA), Best biz 
here since the new owners took over, 
fine $11,000 likely. Last (5th) week, 
‘Sundown’ (JA) and ‘American Co- 
Ed’ (UA), died out with $4,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.650; 35-40-50) 
—Confirm, Deny’ (20th) and ‘Blue, 
White, Perfect’ (20). Solid entry at 
$12,000, very good with things as 
they are. Last (2d) week, ‘Pulham’ 
(M-G) and ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter 
(20th), struggle to hit $8,000. 


‘La. Purchase’ Mighty 
$15,000, Mpls. Topper; 
Pulham’ OK $5,000 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 
Any picture with Bob Hope has its 
box-office success assured in these 
parts. ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ now at 
the State, exemplifies this. Film is 
way out ahead of its nearest com- 
pftitor—and biggest for a straight 

lm attraction in many moons. 

Estimates for This Week ~- 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Road Agent’ (U) and ‘Private Nurse’ 





(20th). Nice $800 for three days. 
‘Spitfire Baby’ (RKO) and ‘Nine 
Lives Not Enough’ (WB) open 


Wednesday (31). Last week, ‘Swing 
Soldier’ (U) i 


(Par) split with ‘Chan Rio’ (20th) 
and ‘Outlaws Desert’ (Par), good 
$1,700 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44) 
‘Pulham’ (M-G). Helped by novel’s 
fame, favorable reviews and word- 
of-mouth. Good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) (2d wk), fine 


$4,000 for 
after big $9.500 on first week. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Glamour 
Boy’ (Par). Very well liked but only 
a mild $2,000 in prospect for five 
days. Last week, ‘Night Jan. 16’ 
(Par), $2,500. Oke. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44)— 
‘Look Laughing’ (RKO). Mild $4,- 
000 on six days. Last week, ‘Mal- 
tese Falcon’ (WB),* $5,000 good for 


pre-Xmas. 

: State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). Bob 
Hope is the reason this is whamming 
em. Heading for stupendous $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G), 
oke $5,000. 

_,Uptewn (Par) (1,100; 28-39)— 
Birth Blues’ (Par). First neighbor- 
hood showing, nice $3,000. Last week, 
Smilin’ Through’ (M-G), 2,500, fair 


and -‘Among Living’ | 


week-before-Christmas | 


+ 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Ben WEEE ct cadeal. $2,095,400 
(Based on 25 eities, 171 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
| ae 
Total Gross Same Week 
aaa $1,372,708 
(Based on 22 cities, 157 theatres) 


"ARMY $18,000, 
WASH. WHAM 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

Holidays have in part offset slump 
in evidence since war started. Box- 
office figures not what they should 
be at this season, but closer to nor- 
mal than they have been since Dec. 
7. ‘You're in the Army Now,’ at 
Earle, is edging into lead. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) plus 
vaude. Profitable $17,000. 
week, ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), plus 
vaude, light $11,000 in six days. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 28-44)-— 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) (move- 
over). Third week on mainstem, 
good $5,000. Last week, ‘Thin Man’ 
(M-G) (moveover), shadowy $3,200 


in six days. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 28-29-44-66)— 
‘In Army Now’ (WB), plus stage 
show. Okay $18,000. Last week, 
‘New York Town’ (Par), plus vaude, 
thin $9,500 in six days. 

Keith's (RKO) (1,830: 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
$8.000, after 
stanza. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600: 28-44)— 
‘Blues in Night’ (WB). Average $5,- 
500. Last week. ‘Body Disappears’ 
(WB). 6 davs, fair $4.000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)— 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Good $12,000. after so-so $15.500 first 
week. 











39-55 )— 
Satisfying 
good $11,000 opening 


‘Love’ Nice $8,000, Tops 
Mont.; ‘Corsican’ 5G 


Montreal, Dec. 30. 

The final eight days of pix misery 
will show one good gross, the bal- 
ance fair with some disappointments. 
‘Appointment for Love’ looks like 
best of bunch, but ‘Dumbo’ is okay 
on its second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62 )—‘Ap- 
pointment for Love’ (U). Sighting 
nice $8,000. Last week, ‘All Money 
Buy’ (RKO). weak $5,000. 


Capito! (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich 
| President’ (Par). Good $6,000. Last 





for first in neighborhood. 

_Werld (Par-Steffes) (250: 28-39-44- | 
55) —All Money Buy’ (RKO). Pretty | 
‘ight $1,500. Last week, ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ (20th) (2d wk), mild $1,500 


week, ‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and ‘Moon | 


Over Shoulder’ (20th), fair $5,000. 
Loew’s (CT) £.800; 35-53-67 )— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d wk). Middling 
$6,000 after fair $7,000 last week. 
Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-53)— 
‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) and ‘Moon- 
light Hawaii’ (U). Fair $4,000. Last 





week, ‘Hunchback Notre Dame’ | 
(RKO) and ‘King Kong’ (RKO), good 
enough $3,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA). Neat $5,- 
000. Last (5th repeat) week, ‘Sun- 
down’ (UA). fair $2,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Recif de Corail’ and ‘J’Arrose 
Mes Galons.” Weak $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Roger La Honte’ and ‘La 
Dame de Vittel,’ thin $2,800. 








VANITIES UNIT 
BIG $26,000 


Boston, Dec. 30. 

Film trade perked up in socko 
style day after Christmas, and. with | 
New Year’s Eve shows scheduled all | 
over town, the gross prospect for | 
this week is very good. Earl Car- | 
roli’s ‘Vanities,’ on the RKO-Boston 
stage, looks like the heaviest taker. 
‘Bahama Passage,’ dualled with 
‘Night of January 16 at the Met, 
running for second money. 

‘You’re in the Army Now’ is 
heading for important coin at the 
Par and Fenway, hypoed by visit of 
Jimmy Durante last week. 

RKO-Boston is getting $1.65 
throughout the house on New Year's 
Eve, and the scales taper down to 
no increase in prices (55c), at Loew’s 
Orph and State. Met. Paramount and 
Fenway are charging $1.10 for ‘Died 
With Boots On’ (WB) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB), dualled for mid- 
night show. ‘Babes on Broadway’ is 
the holiday eve bill for the Loew 
stands, and ‘Ball of Fire’ at 75c is 
the Keith Memorial film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Besten (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-44-55- 
65)—Cadet Girl’ (20th) with ‘Van- 
ities’ on stage. Shaping up to socko 
$26,000, including midnight show at 
$1.65. Last week, ‘Four Jacks’ (RKO) 
and Blackstone magic show, $14,000, 
satisfactory for Xmas week. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 
—You’re in Army’ (WB) and ‘Blues 
in Night’ (WB). Pointing to $9.000 
including midnight show of ‘Died 
With Boots On’ (WB) at $1.10. Last 
week, ‘International Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), dual, 
$5,000, okay. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 30- 
40-44-55) —“Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Rise 
and Shine’ (20th) (2d wk). Point- 
ing to hefty $18,000. First week, 
$15,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) 
40-44-55)—“Bahama Passage’ 
and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par). 
good for nifty $25,000. 








(4,367; 30-35- 
(Par) 
Looks 
Last week, 


| this deluxer hit a new low with ‘One 


Foot in Heaven’ (WB) 
Town Deb’ (20th), $7.000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 30-40-44- 
55)—‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Design 
for Scandal’ (M-G). Drawing healthy 


and ‘Small 


$18,000. Last week, ‘Lydia’ (UA) 
and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), $12,- 
000, six days. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 30-40- 
44-55)—‘In the Army’ (WB) and 


‘Blues in Night’ (WB). Stacking the 
blue chips, around $13,000, including 
midnight show at $1.10. Last week, 





‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) and ‘In- 
ternational Lady’ (UA). $9.000, good. | 
State (Loew) (3,600: 30-40-44-55)— | 


‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Design | 
Scandal’ (M-G). Aiming at $15,000, | 
good. Last week, ‘Lydia’ (UA) and} 


‘Unholy Partners’ 
$9,000, n.s.g. 
Translux (Translux) (900: 30-44-/| 
55)—‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U) and} 
‘Road Agent’ (U) (2d wk) Indicate | 
$6,000, good. First week, same. 


(M-G), six days, 





‘Lousiana’ Terrific 


— 


$30,000 For 


Solo L. A. Spot; Remember’ 27!6 
Day-Date, Dumbo 196 Ditto on 1.0. 





v ——__-—____—_ 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Pe COS sre it numa. $475,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Year 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


_ 


‘GREEN VALLE 





$14,000, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Dec. 30. 

New Year's jingle giving plenty of 
lift to biz. ‘How Green Was Valley’ 
is an Albee winner and ‘Tarzan’s 
Secret Treasure’ is a b.o. sweetheart 
for Keith’s. Shubert, renewing stage 
shows after its customary two-week 
pre-Yule stretch of pix, is hanging 
up a season’s record with Martha 
Raye as the flesh magnet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO? (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th). Big $14,000. 
Last week, ‘New York Town’ (Par), 
fair $7,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 33-40-50)— 
‘Blues Night’ (WB) and ‘Target To- 
night? (W®8). No dice, $3,000. Last 


week, ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) (2d 
run), thin $2,800. 
Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)— 


‘Mexico Way’ (Rep) and ‘Hard Guy’ 
(PRC), split with ‘Confessions Nazi 
Spy’ (WB) and ‘Riot Squad’ (Mono). 
Average $1,900. Same last week on 
‘Mob Town’ (U) and ‘Dude Cowboy’ 
(RKO), divided with ‘Buy Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Masked Rider’ CU), 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Men in Life’ (Col). Limp $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Wolf Man’ (U), great 
$7,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50) 
—Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G). Sen- 
sational $8,000. Last week, ‘New 


Wine’ (UA), five days, sorry $1,600. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and “Tanks Million’ 
(UA). Moveover from Palace for 
second week. Fairly good $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Great Guns’ (20th) (2d 
run), sad $2,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— 
‘Playmates’ (RKO). Ordinary $8,500. 
Last week. ‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and 
‘Tanks Million’ (UA), disappointing 
$7,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-50)— 
‘Swing It Soldier’ (U) and Martha 


Raye topping five-act bill. Flesh 
revival after a fortnight of all 
screen. Miss Raye the b.o. magnet, 


and aided by upped scale of 75-$1.10- 
$1.50 for two reserved seat perform- 
ances New Year’s Eve, setting the 
season’s high at $18,500. Previous 
top was Horace Heidt’s $17,200 early 
in season. Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ 
(20th) (2d wk), swell $5,000 after 
whopper $10,000 in first week at 
33-40-50 cent scale. 








NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Bob Hope in ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Claudette Colbert in ‘Day’ 


|—‘Feminine Touch’ 


Spark Smash Xmas Week—Baby ‘Dumbo’ Gigantic 


That man 


own Christmas vacation and stayed right through last 
the boxoffices of the nation’s theatres. He 


week in 


brought with him a substantial list 


‘Variety’ correspondents in key cities from coast to 
coast report business generally from smash to sock, 


and vice versa. 


Of the new ones, ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) clicked 
solidly in the most widespread day and date opening 
In more than twoscore spots 
the public vote of confidence and satisfaction was 
Standouts were San Francisco, huge $20,- 
000: Minneapolis, terrif 15G; Los Angeles, $30,000, at 
the Paramount, best in severar years; Louisvilie, a hot 
$12,000 and Kansas City, 10G. Combination of title 
and Bob Hope, with Victor“Moore and Vera Zorina 
in their original stage roles, made for cash entertain- 


of any film in months. 


unanimous. 


ment. 


Claudette Colbert in ‘Remember the Day’ (20th) hit 
At the Roxy, in 
New York, the week’s estimate is $85,000. Also near 
record figures are reported frorm Chicago, where ‘Sha- 
dow of Thin Man,’ (M-G) plus stage show, clicked at 
me Chicago theatre, and tne State-Lake 
turned $38,000 with ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par). 
in the Army Now’ (WB) was best row al 


the upper brackets where shown. 


$60,000 In 


Durante in *‘Ycu’re 


with the long white beard gave up his in 





town 


of new releases. 


are excellent. 


in Newark and 
week also in W 
Broadway and Los Angeles. 

The Disney miracle baby-elephant ‘Dumbo’ (RKO) 
was a holdover in a dozen spots and reports generally 
Same for ‘How Green Was My Valley’ 
(20th) which is doing nicely in St. Louis, Cleveland, 


ashington 


Jersey City and 


Good but not great on 


Baltimore and St. Louis, and big in Cincinnati and 


Seattle. 


in Cleveland and 
small-seater. 


more, 


Although distinctly not for Broadway trade, where 
it disappointed badly at the Capitol, “‘Tarzan‘s Secret 
Treasure’ (M-G) caught the fancy of the children else- 
where to register $16,500 in St. Louis, very good 17G 


a sensational $8,000 in a Cincinnati 


Edwz'd Small’s confidence in Dumas was borne out 
with good figures on ‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) in Balti- 
Louisville, 


Frisco, Buffalo, Washington and 


Montreal, a geographical spread sufficient to justify 


(WB) walked off 


Jimmy With another 


profitable returns elsewhere when played. 

After an uncertain start, ‘Kathleen’ 
jack-pot in several spots and the Shirley Temple starrer 
gained prestige for the week’s show!Ings. 
dictable Brooklyn ‘They Died. With Their Boots On’ 


(M-G) hit the 
In unpre- 


with a springy 25G. 


succession of holidays starting tomor- 
d over the weekend showme! 


a 
arTe YLT I 7 
1 are smiling. 


had a big | 


‘In Army’ Terrif $17,000 


Los Angeles, Dec. 30. 

‘Louisiana Purchase.” with Bob 
Hope as the magnet, is the hottest 
marquee bet in town, soaring to a 
sockeroo $30,000 at the Paramount 
under a straight film policy. Holds 
for at least three weeks. Marks new 
high for the house on straight pic- 
tures. 


Rain Christmas and over the 


weekend failed to dent the lines at 
this house but many other theatres 
Sagged under the soaking. All first- 
runs boost their tariff for New 
Year’s eve shows, with the Or- 
pheum film-vaude house gettin 
$1.50 top for the midnight sesh. All 
theatres are tossing in special at- 
tractions for New Year's eve. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Carthay Cirele (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-75 }—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
After opening pre-Christmas week 
to catch kids on school vacations, 
continues to attract surprise adult 
night biz for hefty $11,500. First 
week, nice $7,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55-75)— Remember Day’ (20th) 
and ‘Blue, White, Perfect’ (20th). 
Word-of-mouth promotion pushing 
this to a good $13,000. Last week, 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
holy Partners’ (M-G), slow, $8,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 83-44-55) 
—In Army Now’ (WB) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB) plus ‘Ballet Russe’ 
(WB short). Christmas storm shied 
customers at getaway, but then 
started rolling to strong $9,400. Last 
week, ‘Law Tropits’ (WB) and ‘Steel 
Against Sky’ (WB), dipped to $6,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 33-44- 
55) —~ ‘Pulham’ (M-G). Launched 
Christmas eve for run and away to 
good start with neat $8,000 on tap. 
Last week (5th), ‘All Money Buy’ 
(RKO), run stretched for poor $2,000. 

Mawaii (G&S) (1,100: 33-44-55-75) 
‘Kane’ (i1lth wk). Holiday trade 
helping to a fine $5,000 after a side- 
slip to $2,500 on previous week. 

Moliyweed (WB) (2.756: 33-44-55) 
—In Army Now’ (WB) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB) plus ‘Ballet Russe’ 
(WB short). Adverse weather on 
holiday cut into week’s take. but ex- 
cellent $8,300 seems assured. Las 
week, ‘Law Tropics’ (WB) and Steet 
Against Sky’ (WB), weak $5,000. 

Orpheum (Bway) (2,200: 33-44. 
55) — ‘Sailors Leave’ (Rep) and 
Bowes’ stage revue. Upbeat through 
holiday week. turns profitable $15,000, 
Last week, ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th} 
and ‘Buy Town’ (Par) plus stage 
show, slumped to $6,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 33-44-55) 
“Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Three Girls’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Unable to hold up 
against opposition, $6,000 in six days, 
First week, fair $8,000. ; 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 33-44-55) 


—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and 
‘Unexpected Unele’ (RKO). Bob 
Hope is hot locally and will grab 
socko $30,000 Last week, ‘Nigh 


Jan. 16’ (Par) and ‘Among Living 
(Par), meagre $8,500. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 33-44-55)—~ 
‘Men in Life’ (Coli) and ‘Three Girls’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Holdover $6,000 in 
six days. Last week, sub-par $7,000. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 33-44. 
55-75) —‘Remember Day’ (20th) and 
‘Blue, White, Perfect’ (20th). Satis- 
factory $14,500 for holiday session, 
Last week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) 
and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), okay 
$12,000. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
33-44-55 )—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
Disney cartoon feature timely fof 
season and good $7,500 assured. Las¢ 
week, surprised with $6,700 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 33-44-55) 
(M-G) and ‘Un- 





holy Partners’ (M-G). Smart holi-s 
day season gait in moveover a 
$6,500 Last’ week, ‘Rise. Shine 


(20th) and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th), way 
off at $3,000 


In J.C.; ‘Kathleen’ 16G 


Jersey City, Dec. 30. 

Business at three first-run theatres 
here is exceptionally fine this week. 
“You're in the Army Now’ and ‘Blues 
in the Night’ is getting the town’s 
strongest biz. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew's) (3,205: 30-35-55)~0 





‘Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Down San Dir 
ego’ (M-G). Huge $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and 
‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G), meagre 
$9,000, one year’s worst. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)—‘In 
Army Now’ (WB) and ‘Down Say 
Diego’ (WB). Terrific $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) 
and ‘Buy Town’ (Par), weak $11.000, 
| State (Skouras) (2.200; 30-35-55) 
|‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Rise, Shine’ 
| (20th). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
| ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Our Amere 
| tea at War’ (RKO-M. of Time short), 
i slow $8.000 
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Friday, Saturday and Sunday _ 
attendance and money records —s | 
in the history of the Astor 
Theatre, New York City 
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WORLD PREMIERE ENGAGEMENT OF 





Arnold Pressburger’s 


bf _ From the Celebrated play by JOHN COLTON : 


cog GENE TIERNEY 


WALTER HUSTON +. VICTOR MATURE - ONA MUNSON 
with PHYLLIS BROOKS .» ALBERT BASSERMAN + MARIA. OUSPENSKAYA 


Directed by JOSEF VON STERNBERG : ; 
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EXPLOITATION 





Harold F. Sliter Promoted to Head 
Ohio-Ky. for Schine; Exchange Briefs 





Gloversville, N. Y., Dec. 30. 

Harold F. Sliter, manager of the 
Glove and district manager for the 
Schine interests in the Mohawk 
Valley, has been promoted to district 
manager in the large Ohio-Kentucky 
area. He will have his headquarters 
at Bellefontaine, O. 

A veteran of many years of thea- 
tre operation, a native of Lynn, 
Mass., before coming with Schine 
interests 10 years ago, he was with 
Paramount-Publix, and at one time 
was first assistant to Fox-Skouras 
organization. Previous to becom- 
ing Mohawk Valley district manager, 
he was head of the Schine’s circuit 
advertising and publicity depart- 
ment, directing these activities for 
more than 150 theatres. 

His successor has not yet been 
decided upon, 





Cummings Sells Out 
Longview, Wash., Dec. 30. 

Evert Cummings, former  divi- 
sional manager for Blank-Tri-States 
theatres in Omaha, sold his new 
Longview theatre here to the Vision 
Corp., Oregon and Washington cir- 
cuit, before construction was com- 
pleted. Construction began last 
April on the 800-seater with archi- 
tect’s plans calling for expenditure 
of $70,000 for land, building and 
equipment, including a_ structural 
and flex-glass front and _ plastic 
screen. Concrete building includes 
three commercial spaces in addition 
to the theatre. J. W. De Young, 
yorngne. planned and directed con- 
struction. 

Deal between Cummings and Wil- 
liam Ripley, prexy, and William 
Forman, treasurer of Vision Corp., 
was completed several weeks ago 
with Cummings agreeing to remain 
on the job until the opening of the 
new house, Dec. 20. Vision Corp. 
controls the Columbia and Roxy, 
Longview; Kelso and Liberty, Kelso; 
Columbia, St. Helens, and the Grand, 
Salem. 





Remodeled Model, Philly, Reopens 
Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 

Stanley-Warner’s Model, in South 
Philly, opens tonight (Tues.) after 
complete remodeling and refurbish- 
ing. Phil Manes manager. 

Milt Young acted as Santa Claus 
at the annual Xmas party of S-W 
and Vitagraph employees at the War- 
ner Club last week, 

The Showmen’s Club’s New Year's 
Eve show and dance tomorrow night 
(Wed.) at the club’s headquarters. 

Ted Schlanger, Stanley-Warner 
zone chief, and Sidney Samuelson, 
business manager of Eastern Allied, 
named the heads of the motion pic- 
ture division of the March of Dimes 
campaign. 

The United Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania, 
Southern New Jersey and Delaware 
announced its endorsement of the 
five-point program for industry 
unity. 

Ben Glatz, projectionist at Metro 
exchange, handing out cigars. The 
occasion: his first grandchild. 

Rube Shapiro, fornmier local 
exhib, now managing the 
Davis, Miami. 





Jay Golden Upped 
Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 30. 
Jay Golden, manager of the RKO 
Palace, succeeds William Cadoret, 
who died Dec, 
for the five theatres in the Comer- 
ford setup. Manager Golden will 
direct operations from his offices in 
the RKO Palace building, discon- 
tinuing the former offices over the 
Regent theatre. Francis Anderson 
will continue as house manager of 
the RKO Palace. 
Howard Helleberg, manager 
Schine’s Liberty, transferred to 
Sheepshead Bay theatre, Sheepshead, 


a Manager Sol Shafer, 
End, 


and Ken Woodward comes 
man iger of the West End. 

George Loukides, Wilmington, Del., 
Joins Loew's staff as assistant, suc- 
ceeding Al Longo of Boston, who 
Joined the Army. 


in as 


Everson’s Takeover 
Buffalo, Dec. 30. 

Fred Everson has taken over the 
Williamson, Williamson, N. Y., from 
the Martina circuit. He was formerly 
manager of the house. 

Strand, Syracuse, after several 
changes of policy, finally being oper- 
ated by H. Wallace of the Capitol, 
i on a vaudfilm policy at 55c 

Jack Schnitzer, RKO auditor, trans- 
ferred to the Pacific coast, being suc- 
sueted here by Daniel Nolan, who 
a over the northeastern territory. 

ack DeWall transferred to the east- 
re Sseabeard cities; A. F. Braeunig, 
Wey eland; William A. Burke, middle 
‘= st; Elmer Seden,. far west, and 

ohn Wangberg, south. 

Recent death of Austin Ensminger, 
see, Owner of the Gammel circuit of 
mS a oe Sg ge pe gee ig em 

SIV arge e g Dor- 
othy Gammel, . os , 
C arlos Moore, formerly of Buffalo 
4nd now India representative for 


} 


indie | 
Hotel | ., 


UA together with his wife, en route 
back to their post, were last heard 
of from Hongkong, and are thought 
to have made their India office safely 
before the outbreak of war. 

Park, Rochester, operated on a 
bingo policy by Carol Fenyvessy, is 
reported to be going into pictures 
shortly. 

P.R.C. is being represented in the 
Albany territory by Samuel Milberg. 
Robert Adler, who was with Colum- 
bia for 15 years, is back in Buffalo 
after resigning as office manager of 
the Columbia Omaha branch ex- 
change. 

A. Charles Hayman, M.P.T.C. 
president; J. Myer Schine and F. J. 
Schwartz appointed N. Y. state 
chairmen of the Motion Picture Com- 
mittee for the 1942 March of Dimes 
campaign. 

Matthew Konczakowski, head of 
the Konczakowski circuit, confined to 
bed in serious condition, due to heart 
attack. 

John Finley, former house man- 
ager of the 20th Century, made man- 
ager of the new Dipson Amherst 
theatre at Amherst, Buffalo suburb. 
Clarence Williams, former treasurer 
of the Teck, becomes house manager 
of the Century. Tom Stratford now 
in charge of the Century’s publicity 
and advertising. 





Doman Back With Harris 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 

H. A. Doman, who left Harris 
Amus. Co. almost a year ago, returns 
to the company next week as man- 
ager of circuit’s housé in DuBois, 
Pa. He replaces Bob Taylor, who is 
moving to the Senator in downtown 
Pittsburgh, succeeding Bill Zeilor, 
recently upped to supervising direc- 
tor of Harris theatres. Doman since 
leaving this territory has been oper- 
ating a couple of spots in Winchester, 
Virginia. 

Deal for Leo Wayne to acquire a 
theatre in Toledo fell through at last 
minute and he is remaining with 
Jack Judd’s poster firm. Wayne has 
been with this outfit several years. 

Mark Goldman, Monogram ex- 
change manager, up and around again 
after being laid up for several weeks 
following a serious operation. Dur- 
ing his absence, Ben Welansky, Bos- 
ton showman, came on from the east 
to look after the local office. We- 
lansky is the holder of the Mono 
franchise in this territory. 

Briefies: Sidney Soltz, son of exhib 
Jake Soltz, and Pete Alderman’s lad, 
Melvin, have both picked the air 
force...Jim Furman sharing Par ex- 
ploitation duties in this territory now 
with Bill Brooker...Exhib Israel | 
Roth’s son, Lieut. Jerry Roth, was 
married here last week to Mildred 


Israel...Orlando Boyle, Columbia 
booker. recently lost his father-in- 
law...Ed Siegel, who resigned a 


couple of weeks ago as manager of 
Harry Hendel’s New Granada, has 
reioined U’s exnloitation staff... 





Llovd Abrams, 17-year-old son of 
Mannie Abrams, Blair Station exhib, | 
has joined the marines...Jimmy 
Baker. of Mode-Art Pictures, and his 


-cistant. F. J. Mansmann. flew to the 
i Coast...Tra Cohn, 20th-Fox, repre- 
senting the exchanges in negotiations 


19, as city manager | 





} 
| 


of | 


| 


West | 
returns to the Liberty, which | 
he formerly managed for 10 years, | 





with Filmrow Employees Union, B-11. 





Fred Greenberg’s L. A. Berth 

Fred Greenberg, branch manager | 
for Warner Bros. at Indianapolis, has 
been promoted tc the Los Angeles 
exchange. succeeding W. E. Callo- 
way, formerly in charge there, who 
has become a district manager for 
United Artists. He succeeded Ben 
Fish, Sam Goldwyn’s brother. 

The Indianapolis branch post va- 
cated by Greenberg will be taken 
over by Claude W. McKean, for- | 
merlvy a Warner salesman but more | 
recently with Fox-West Coast and | 
RKO 





Sa 





Mrs. Parker’s Facelifting 
Portland, Ore., Dec.25 
Mrs. J. J. Parker, widow of the 
late theatre owner, is now owner- 
president of the chain of picture 
houses, and has started a $70,000 
improvement program. In turn the 


Mayfair, United Artists and Broad- 
way, in Portland, have been entirely 
renovated, with new paint, seats, | 
carnets, etc. 

The J. J. Parker houses in outlying 
Astoria and Pendleton are on the | 
cleanup calendar for the first of the | 
year. William (Bill) MeGurdy is 
general manager for the Parker | 
chain. 


RKO’s Canadian Sales Swing | 


Harry Gitfleson and Nat Levy. 
captain of the Ned Depinet sales 


drive at RKO this year, shove off 
Jan. 2 for a swing around Canadian 
exchange centers. They recross the 
boundary later for a trek through 
western and midwestern territory. 





Donoghue with Loew’s 
Terry Donoghue, formerly of New- 
ark Ledger and N. Y. Journal-Amer- 
ican. assigned to Loew’s State the- 
atre and general newspaper contact | 





work Herman Silver assigned to | 
the Loew neighborhood publicity | 
staff, covering Manhattan theatres 


}age and rental claims, bringing to 
| $30,304 the total cost to the city of 


S. A. Parlay 


Boston, Dec. 30. 


Maybe George Kraska, opera- 
tor of the Fine Arts theatre here 
is trying out for first prize in a 
hot copy contest. Offering a 
triple-feature film bill of ‘The 
Art of Love,’ ‘Bedroom Diplomat’ 
and ‘Birth of Life,’ the theaire 
socks newspaper readers with 
this catchline: 

‘It Happens Before You!’ 

And for only 35c before 1 p.m. 


Giant ‘Valley’ Press 
Book as Exhibitor Aid 


Press book prepared on ‘How 
Green Was My Valley’ (20th), is 
rated a record for size and extent of 
material contained in the three- 
sections. It covers 44 pages of sell- 
ing material and merchandizing sug- 
gestions. 

One section, devoted to publicity, 
includes index listing all stories to 
save exhibs time in wading through 
material. Besides large supply of 
newspaper art, there is a seven- 
column are layout and a five-column, 
four-strip serialization. 

The 16-page ad section holds ad- 
vertisements, many with national 
quotations so arranged that they 
may be cut and local quotes substi- 
tuted. : 

The eight-page exploitation section, 
prepared by the Hal Horne organ- 
ization, contains ideas pre-tested in 
prelim engagemenfs of ‘Valley.’ 

















Paragould, Ark., Has 
World Preem of ‘Dinner’ 


Memphis, Dec. 30. 

Dick Travis, new Warner player 
who is leading man in ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner,’ opposite Bette 
Davis, received a ‘local boy makes 
good’ ovation in his home town, 
Paragould, Ark., Sunday (28) when 
the picture preemed there. 

Travis, in private life William 
Justice, was in the Arkansas me- 
tropolis (pop. 17,500) to spend the 
Christmas holidays with his parents. 
‘Dinner’ was shown at the Capitol 
where Travis once worked as a 
press agent’ He made personal ap- 
pearances twice on Sunday and once 
nightly Monday and Tuesday. Broad- 
cast over the Paragould radio sta- 
tion, round of social activities and 
other events were all geared to bal- 
lyhoo hometown boy’s triumph. 

Buildup came at the last minute, 
‘Dinner’ having been skedded for 
general showing New Year’s Eve, 
with first run in this territory in 
Memphis, 80 miles from Paragould. 
Recent appendectomy had made the 
Travis appearance uncertain. 

Travis was in westerns until he 
was picked for the part of the small 
town newspaperman in the film ver- 
sion of the Kaufman-Hart play. His | 
next spot will be in ‘Saratoga 
Trunk.’ 








Settle Youngstown Claim 


Youngstown, O., Dec. 30. 
The Youngstown City Board of 
Control has awarded Mark Villani, 
owner of the local Regent theatre, 
$6,700 as a final settlement of dam- 





acquiring 17 feet of Villani’s front- 
age needed to widen East Federal 
street. 

During a previous administration, 


Arbitration Machinery, at Least, 
Has Given Exhibs Better Pix Terms 





Stagger Ads in London 
Dailies; 
Paper shortage in 

curtailed the amount of space 

London newspapers to such extent 

that film theatres have béen forced 


to stagger their ads, according to 
word received in N. Y. this week. 


Result is that London newspapers 
have arranged a system whereby 
West End cinemas can advertise 
their attractions in the dailies only 
on certain days. 


Schaefer Asks Circuits 
To Help Launch French 
Actress Michele Morgan 


George J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, 
is asking circuit heads throughout 
the country to sponsor a national ex- 


ploitation campaign to launch 
Michele Morgan, co-starred with 
Paul Henreid in forthcoming ‘Joan 
of Paris,’ in America. Paramount 
partners, RKO and affiliates, Fox- 
West Coast, Hamrick-Evergreen and 
other important chain opeigtors are 
being asked to put the full weight 
of their local prestige behind the 
campaign to sell the French actress 
in the United States, arrange social 
functions and interviews when Miss 
Morgan begins a series of 25 or 30 
key spot appearances starting in 
New York around Jan. 12. 

This is reportedly first national 
exploitation effort in which circuits 
have been asked to earry virtually 
full responsibility in putting a new 
name across. RKO execs figure that 
important chain operators, with their 
constant local newspaper and other 
contacts, can give a player impetus 
more quickly than regular exploit- 
eers. 

French actress, brought to the 
United States by RKO in November, 
1940, was known on the continent, 
where she co-starred in French films 
with Jean Gabin and Charles Boyer. 
Her personal appearance tour will 
not coincide with the release of 
‘Joan of Paris’ late in February. 


GOLDBERG’S 25TH ANNI 
CELEBRATION IN QMA 


Omaha, Dec. 30. 
Ralph D. Goldberg theatres cele- 











Sun theatre, now State, was opened 
just 25 years ago with Ralph 
Goldberg, present owner in a mana- 


Princess into deluxe operation, Then 


press and the World, now Omaha. 


A quick buildup of local neighbor- 
hood and outstate theaters followed. 
Crack came with depression some 
12 years ago and the Goldbergs sold | 
the World to Paramount. They held 
the Town and now hold the State, 
though in the face of litigation. Mos} 
of the nabes have disappeared al- | 
though Ralph Goldberg has since 





$3,750 in rentals and damages were 


paid to the theatre owner when the | 
widening project got under way. | 
Construction costs of altering the 
theatre and moving it back were 


$19,854 more. City Engineer Ralpl| 
W. O'Neill had recommended to the | 
board that Villani’s claims were | 
worth $6,879, but the board decided | 
to offer the lower figure. | 


RKO Flackery Scram | 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


Denny Morrison and Ed Luckey} 
checked out of the RKO publicity de-| 
partment and Len Boyd will do the | 
same on completion of his current as- | 
signment on ‘The Tuttles of Tahiti,’ 

Exodus is the result of a lack of} 
production on the lot. 








WITT WITH HORNE 

Peter Witt has joined the Hal 
Horne organization in New York as 
coordinator of field men, He was 
formerly Samuel Goldwyn’s personal 
rep in Europe and managing direc- 
tor for 20th-Fox in the Near East. 

He was recently honorably dis- 





'charged from the Army. 


‘Tonite’ It Is, But ‘Xmas’ 


built a chain of five. 


Kayoed in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec, 30. 


since the organization started here. | 


England has | 
in | 


+ 
| 





distributors on a more satisfactory 
basis than before as result of seeking 
arbitration of disputes. 


This is revealed in a report by 
Paul F. Warburg, chairman of the 
administrative committee on film 
arbitration, covering the second and 
third quarters of AAA operations. 
Starting to function Feb. 1 last, the 
AAA received 56 cases, while since 
then the number of complaints have 
decreased. Number dropped in the 
second quarter ending July 31, to 38, 
while for the third through Oct. 31 
the number was 45. Up to that time 
no cases had been filed in three 
exchange keys, Seattle, Indianapolis 
and Des Moines. The total of cases 
since Feb. 1 last was 139 and of these 
31 were settled ‘out of court’. 

For the six months ended Oct. 31, 
the average cost of cases to the exhib 
has been $58.23 and to the distrib 
$29.64, excluding the costs involved 
in eight cases brought before the 
Court of Appeals. The higher cost 
to the exhib is explained by the 
fact that in practically all instances 
there were a number of distributor 
and intervening exhib defendants 
who shared assessed costs while the 
complaining exhib alone bore his 
share. 

Attorneys have appeared for par- 
ties involved in complaints in most 
all cases, with only 14% being heard 
without benefit of counsel. Warburg’s 
report also cites that for the first 
year of arbitration the cost will run 
$300,000, which is $190,000 less than 
the amount provided for by the de- 
cree for the initial 12 months of 
operation, 


‘Liegfeld Girl’ Contest 
In B.A. a Long-Skirt 
Af’ ‘y; OK B.0. Hypo 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 23. 
Probably would have made the 
‘Great Glorifier’ turn over in his 
grave, but South America’s first 








| ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ contest just completed 


brating 25th anniversary in Omaha | yetro 


}and gets a big play in local fan mags. 
| But editors, knowing their audience, 


here, while no great shakes on 
glamor, turned out to be an excel- 
lent prestige and b.o. buildup for 
Stunt drew more than 3,000 
contestants and hypoed interest in 


D. | ‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ 


Contest held s.a. to a minimum and 


gerial capacity. His brothers, the late | was strictly a long-skirt affair, Latins 
Sam and Harry Goldberg, had just | considering exposure of the gams 
branched out from the store-front | strictly a ‘non-serious’ matter and 
|dynamite for any promoter. 


followed the Moon, now Town, Em- | testants only once raised a skirt any- 


Con- 


where above the knee for photogs 
and even then it was treading on 
dangerous ground. Not that they 
don’t like cheese-cake here, the 
Hollywood variety is plenty popular 


play safe by featuring only the im- 


ported variety. 


Contest to select ‘Argentina’s Zieg- 


|feld Girl’ was run by Metro's pub- 


aide, 


licity Dave Cabouli, in con- 
|junction with Baires Films, one of 
the big five local producers; Radio 


Excelsior, Desfile, weekly mag pat- 


terned after Life, and Creaciones 
Novel, Argentine’s chain low-priced 
dress house. M-G’s chief, Stuart 


| Dunlap, teed off contest back in May 
| with a declaration that it was U. S. 


As far as Percy Gash, manager of | tribute to the beauty of local gals. 


the $7,000,000 Municipal Auditorium 
here is concerned, ‘Tonight’ will be 
spelled ‘Tonite’ from now on despite 
a hammering dished out by the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch. The sheet also 
took exception to the use of Xmas 
for Christmas, and Gash split the 
controversy on a 50-50 basis. 


In sticking to the simplified spell- 
ing of ‘tonight,’ Gash asserted that 
‘tonite’ was the accepted theatrical 
use of the word and he would con- | 
tinue to use it that way. 





Four gals chosen, all turned out to 
be brunettes, causing plenty of kicks 
from large number of blonde entries. 
Three of the winners will get one- 
year extra contracts with Baires, and 
the fourth gets a year’s job as model. 





Cigars, Cigs for ‘Dinner’ 


Three color window cards ballying 





As for | ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ are 
| Christmas he conceded that Xmas | being distributed by the Cigar Insti- 


was improper and made the switch. | tute of America for the Warner pic 
The controversy arose when attrac- | ture. 


tions, posted on outdoor bulletin | 
boards at the tax free building, 
caught the eye of a reporter who 
wrote several stories that resulted 
in Gash’s stand. 


Warners also gets a break in the 
new Chesterfield cigaret ad cam- 
paign which covers some 2,000 news- 


papers. Copy features Ann Sheri- 
dan, who has a role in the film, 


Although in most instances the 
American Arbitration Assn. has not 
Paper Shortage been able to determine the terms 
of settlement on cases that have been 
withdrawn by exhibitors, it is the 
understanding of the AAA that in 
a great majority of instances the ex- 
hibs have made new contracts with 
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A NEW ALL-TIME RECORD! 





ase <5 Sill a eae li thc : or anki ‘ ez? : 


HAS JAMMED AND PACKED NEW 
YORK’S 6000-SEAT ROXY FROM 
}) ROTUNDA TO RAFTERS... FROM 
i MORNING TO MIDNIGHT... EVERY 
| DAY SINCE ITS OPENING... PLAYING 
TO A RECORD-SHATTERING TOTAL 
OF 89,749 PEOPLE IN THE FIRST 
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Sam Kaplan's Strong Influence In 
Local 306 Promises Hot Election 





A hot election in which the forces 
of Sam Kaplan, equipment dealer 
and a member of the executive 
board of Local 306, Moving Picture 
Machine Operators of New York, is 
expected to reveal strength, is an- 
ticipated in projectionist circles in 
New York in the election scheduled 
for today (Wed.). 

Herman Gelber, recording secre- 
tary of the biggest local in the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, who's assertedly 
a Kaplan man, is running for the 
presidency of Local 306 against Jo- 
seph D. Basson, who has held the 
office since 1935. It’s predicted that 
the vote will be close, but that Bas- 
son will emerge again victorious. 
According to inside information, Gel- 
ber is spending more on his cam- 
paign than has been disbursed by 
any presidential hopeful in the his- 
tory of 306, of which Kaplan was 
president for many years prior to 
his conviction for conspiracy sev- 
eral years ago, followed by a jail 
sentence. 

Kaplan, who came back into 306 a 
year ago when elected to the exec- 
utive board, controls an equipment 
and supply business which is said 
to have added to his personal for- 
tune considerably. Basson, too, is 
also a wealthy man, as result of 
royalties through what is known 
as the invention of a rear shutter 
on projection machines which re- 
moves the film from the heat it was 
formerly exposed to, eliminating 
so-called ‘buckling’ and fire troubles. 


Gelber Vs. Basson 


Gelber is recording secretary of 
Local 306. He doesn’t see eye-to-eye 
with Basson on affairs of the union 
and, from reports, has opposed him 
in many matters affecting it. 

For the vicepresidency of 306 
there are five candidates, two of 
whom are said to have Kaplan’s 
support, Harry Storin and Charles 
Eichhorn. The others are Alex 
Polin, Steve D’Inzillo and Dick 
Cancellore. All are presently on 
the executive board, except Polin, 


For the office of business agent 
for New York the candidates are Bert 
Popkin, incumbent, and Morris Kra- 
vitz, latter formerly with old Kaplan 
regime in the local. There are 
three candidates for the Brooklyn 
business agent’s post, they being 
Jack Teitler (incumbent), Charles 
Kielburn and Joe Kelban. 


The office of treasurer is a toss 
between James Ambrosio, incum- 
bent, and Dave Gardner, while for 
the post of financial secretary 
Charles Beckman, now holding that 
chair, is unopposed. 


Kaplan himself is running again 
for the executive board and _ it’s 
a foregone conclusion that he will 
be reelected in view of the support 
among the rank-and-file which he 
enjoys. A total of 75 candidates 
are in the running for the 10 chairs 
on the exec board. 


Out of a total of 2,155 members 
of Local 306, at least 1,900 are ex- 
pected to cast ballots during the day. 
Polls close tonight (Wed.) at 8. 

In a lengthy presidential report 
for the years 1940 and 1941, sent to 
members during the past week, Bas- 
son reviews the accomplishments of 
his administration since he took of- 





fice in 1935, citing figures, contracts, 
hte eaae in working conditions, | 
etc, 


Loew’s Test Suit On 


Anti-Trust Grounds| 


é Loews filed suit Wednesday (24)| 
In-New York federal court against 
Local 306 charging it with an at- 
tempted violation of ‘the Sherman 
anti-trust act and seeking an in- 
junction to restrain 306 and the 
IATSE .from calling a strike of 
Projectionists in Loew’s 65 metro- 
Politan New York theatres, exchanges 
and at the Culver City studio of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 
_.The complaint charges 306 with 
illegally seeking to compel Loews to 
discontinue servicing all theatres in 
the metropolitan N. Y. area which 
do not employ 306 projectionists. In 
addition, the claim is made that the 
union is demanding that the de- 
livery of film to theatres be made 
Solely by IATSE members. 

€ complaint says Loew’s em- 
Ployees in the shipping, poster and 
inspection departments are members 
of the Film Exchange Employees 
Union, Local B-51 of the IATSE un- 





der a contract which expired Nov. | 
30, 1941. The employees are con- 


tinuing under the terms of the con- 
tract. 
Local 306 men are employed in the 
65 Loew houses and that employees 
engaged in the development depart- 
ment are members of Local 702 of 
the IATSE. 


On August 31, 1941, the contract 
between Loew’s and 306, covering 
the employment of projectionists in 
the company’s home office and N. Y. 
exchange expired. On Dec. 11, 1941, 
during negotiations for a renewal of 
the contract, Loew’s received a let- 
ter from the union demanding the 
fulfillment of certain conditions as a 
prerequisite to a new _ contract. 
These conditions were threefold, 
namely, that Loew’s supply film only 
to exhibitors employing 306 men; 
that 306 men be not required to 
handle film which was not trans- 
ported by IATSE men (Loews claims 
its shipments of film are made 
through express, common post or a 
common carrier); and thirdly that 
film be delivered by IATSE mem- 
bers only. The complaint declares 
the union declared that Loew’s must 
immediately comply with these de- 
mands or that a strike would be 
called at once in the home office, 
N. Y. exchange, Loew's metropolitan 
N. Y. theatres, in the studio at 
Culver City and by Local B-51 of 
the IATSE. 


Other Majors Also Affected 

Loews claims all other distribu- 
tors, including the seven other major 
film companies, will face similar de- 
mands according to advices received 
from the IATSE and 306 officials. 

Loew’s points out in its complaint 
that there are 300 independent thea- 
tres in N. Y. service? by it, of which 
20% do not employ 306 projection- 
ists. 

If Loews is prevented from servic- 
ing these independants it will lose 
$400,000 in the 1941-42 season. In 
addition, the closing of the 65 Loews 
N. Y. houses, would result in a loss 
of revenue of $400,000 weekly or 
$20,800,000 for the 1941-42 season. 


The action seeks a declaratory 
judgment ruling the demands of the 
union illegal, declaring that such a 
contract would be in restraint of 
trade. 

Loews is seeking a ruling that the 
contract if signed would violate the 
consent decree and would require 
the company to interfere in the in- 
ternal management of independent 
exhibitors. An injunction to restrain 
the strike and a judgment for costs 
and disbursements is asked. 


CONSOLIDATED ORDERED 
TO MAKE GOOD TO 306 


The Consolidated circuit of 18 the- 
atres in the Greater New York area, 
taken over earlier this year by Julius 
Joelson, has been ordered to restore 
salaries to booth operators that ex- 
isted prior to Joelson’s acquisition of 
the houses, plus a 5% increase as 
called for by the master Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn. agreement 
with Local 306, N.Y. operators. 

When Joelson took over the Con- 
solidated circuit from Lawrence Bo- 
lognino, he arbitrarily reduced the 
salaries of the operators, around 100 
being employed, and 306 took the 
matter to court for arbitration. Harry 
C. Kane, arbitrator appointed by 
Justice Ferdinand Pecora of the N.Y. 
supreme court, rendered his decision 
in favor of 306 on Monday (29). 





Brokers Sue Joelson 


Harry Thoens & Co., Inc., brokers, | 
filed suit yesterday (Tuesday) in 
N.Y. supreme court against Julius 


Joelson, theatre owner, seeking $50,- | 
al- | 


000, representing commissions 
legedly owed on securing a chain of 
N.Y. theatres for the defendant. 
Plaintiff claims it. was approached 
in December, 1938, to secure the 
chain and did so. 

Chain was purchased by Joelson 
from Consolidated Amus. Enter- 
prises, it is claimed. 


Hashed Out 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Sunbeam Productions is folding 
temporarily and has called off pro- 
duction of ‘Hashknife Hartley’ action 
series. 

War conditions given as reason, 
although understood financing hasn't 
come through. 








The complaint points out that. 


Eddie Aaron’s New Title 


Eddie Aaron, assistant to William 
F. Rodgers for four years, has been 
given the- title of assistant general 
sales manager with duties enlarged. 


With Metro since 1917 when he was 
attached to the exchange, he was 
assistant to Tom Connors prior to 
hooking up with Rodgers and at one 
time was head of the contract de- 
partment at the home office. 


LENSERS ROW 
THREATENS TO 
STALL PROD. 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Dispute within cameraman ranks 
threatens a production tieup unless 
producers recognize full control over 
all studio lensers by International 
Photographers Local 659. 

Showdown over split membership 
with American: Society of Cinema- 
photographers is expected shortly 
after opening of the producer- 
IATSE negotiations in New York, 
January 5. Local 659 also passed 
a resolution Thanking Daily Variety 
and Arthur Ungar for editorial work 
in behalf of its union. 


Showed Old Chaplins, 
Fined $3,500 in H’wood 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


Edward Kohn, operating Movie 
Parade theatre, Hollywood, was 
ordered by the Federal court to pay 
$3,500 damages for unauthorized 
screening of six old Chaplin come- 
dies. Judgment amounts to $250 daily 
for copyright infringement. 

Kohn’s defense was he bought films 
advertised in a circular and no re- 
strictions on exhibition was imposed. 




















Goldwyn’s ‘Foxes’ Now 
On Regular % and Flats 


RKO is selling ‘The Little Foxes’ 
to its service accounts on regular 
percentage or flat rental deals fol- 
lowing okay from Samuel Goldwyn 
who previously held out for higher 
percentages, ranging from 40 to 50%, 
and more favorable playdates. 

Goldwyn and James Mulvey, his 
vice president and eastern rep, had 
RKO hold back from all situations 
unwilling to grant higher bracket 


| deals® until key spots had been 
thoroughly canvassed. 
With from 60 to 70% of total 


rentals accruing from major book- 
ings, Goldwyn felt that closed situa- 
tions where smaller coin was offered 
should be passed up during early 
months of release. 

Couple of circuits operating in 
southern states virtually without op- 


RKO service accounts are now being 
sold, 


position and other houses listed as | 


Local 306 (Ops) May Call Strike 
Against All N. Y. Circuits Without 
Waiting for Loew s Test Decision 








Detoured to Stardom 





Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Martha O’Driscoll, brought to the 
Coast by NBC Artists Bureau as a 
radio actress, has climbed to the 
top rung, but not in the kilocycle 
art. She has been elevated to star- 
dom by Paramount in ‘Washington 
Escapade.’ 

Yarn is a comedy on marriage 
against a background of the diplo- 
matic corps in the capital. 


Pix Expects 
Legislative 


Surcease In ‘42 


With only nine state legislatures 
scheduled to hold regular sessions in 
1942, the film industry is looking for- 
ward to a certain amount of surcease 
during the coming year from the 
barrage of legislation pushed 
through in 1941. 

Greatest threat to the expected 
comparatively quiet legislative front 
is the possibility of added special 
sessions called for defense purposes. 
Picture people are fully aware of 
what this may mean because once 
the state legislators are in session 
anything can happen. And it quite 
often does in the nature of addi- 
tional taxes. 

Industry also now must safeguard 
its interest in Congress throughout 
the year since both houses in Wash- 
ington now are virtually in contin- 
uous year-round session. 

While it is apparent that there will 
be fewer state legislative bodies 
meeting during the coming - year 
than in the record-breaker 1941, the 
film business legal lights appreciate 
that adverse motion picture legis- 
lation is likely to crop out even in 
the few- scheduled sessions. 

Yen to play with daylight saving 
time and tack on additional taxes, 
generally under the guise of national 
defense effort, is evident in several 
states already. The film industry 
has been foremost in patriotic effort 
and in boosting for U. S. defense, 
but has given little indication of 
being) willing to have year-round 
daylight saving and discriminatory 
state taxes saddled on it. Biggest 
fight, of course, will be on silly day- 
light saving statutes, with picture 
offcials preparing full arguments to 
show why it will not aid national 
defense and is not helpful to the 
farming population which it always 
has been primarily intended to 
benefit. 























cuit has been created with Solly 


while at the same time the group of | 


Bronx and east side New York the- 


atres under Schwartz for years is 
being broken up into two divisions. 

Principal purpose of the new 
grouping of houses under Schwartz 
is to provide a more direct contact 
with various out-of-town theatres, 
including those that are in pools or 
operated under partnerships such as 
with Mort Singer. 

Schwartz, who came up through 
the managerial ranks with the old 
Keith circuit, will have supervision 
over a widely-scattered bunch of 
houses, including Lowell, Provi- 
dence, Rochester, Syracuse, Detroit, 
Cedar Rapids, Ia. Davenport, Ia.; 
Sioux City, Ia.; Marshalltown, Ia.; 
Minneapolis, Dubuque, Ia.; Waterloo, 
Ia., and New Orleans. 

In addition to setting up the new 
out-of-town division and _ giving 
' Greater New York extra supervision, 





A new division in the RKO cir- | 


Schwartz promoted to take charge, | 


Schwartz Given Larger Out-of-N.Y. 
RKO Division; 2 Named to Vacant Job 


Charles W. Koerner, general man- 
ager of the RKO circuit, plans ap- 
pointing several district managers 
for still better coverage in the near 
future. 


The Schwartz appointment be- 
comes effective Jan. 8, while on the 
same date John Hearns and Mike 
Edelstein take over the present 
Schwartz group between themselves. 
Hearns, city manager for RKO in 
Yonkers, will have the Fordham, 
Chester, Franklin, Empire, Castle 
Hill and Pelham in the Bronx, N. Y., 
while Edelstein takes over the Re- 
gent, 125th St., Alhambra, Roosevelt, 
Royal and Jefferson, N. Y. 


Charles B. McDonald will continue 
over the ‘A’ N. Y. and Queens houses, 
while Louis Goldberg remains as is 
with his Brooklyn and Queens di- 
vision except that the Albee and 
Orpheum, Brooklyn, will be added 
to his group. The latter two houses 
have been in McDonald’s division. 





|H. R. Emde remains divisional head 
lover the Westchester and northern 
New Jersey houses. 


| going along since then on 


| 


| 
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Using exchange workers in the 
New York-Brooklyn branches of the 
major distributors as a_ so-called 
‘back door’ to the unionization of 
theatres now not employing its mem- 
bers, Local 306, Moving Picture Ma- 
chine Operators of New York may 
call a strike against all distribs and 
theatres they operate in Greater N.Y. 
before awaiting the result of an ap- 
plication filed by Loew’s for a decla- 
ratory judgment. 

Such a strike, if called, would ine 
volve the exchange workers (inspec- 
tors, shippers, rewinders, etc.) as 
well as operators in the branch 
booths and in the projection rooms 
of Loew, RKO, Warner and Para- 
mount theatres. Local 306 would 
have to take a vote of the member- 
ship of its local as well as of the 
exchange workers before such a 
move could be taken. This can be 
done by telegram, as has occurred in 
the past, rather than through call- 
ing a meeting. 

According to reliable information, 
Local 306’s fight is not with the dis- 
tribs or the Greater N.Y. -circuit em- 
ploying its men under a long-term 
master contract but with the the- 
atres which use Empire State oper- 
ators or are in the so-called non- 
union class with other men in the 
booths. 

Directing its offensive at these the- 
atres, numbering around 90, Local 
306 is threatening to go through the 
back door by insisting that exchange 
workers and others do not handle the 


film of distributors who. sell the 
theatres. 
Empire’s Century Houses 
The Empire State union, a so- 


called ‘rump’ union chartered by 
New York state, is in the booths of 
36 Century circuit houses and around 
20 additional independents, while the 
remaining theatres, mostly joints, 
have been in the non-union class all 
along, using neither 306 nor Empire. 

In 1939, Local 306 sought to bring 
the non-306 houses around by initiat- 
ing a strike of exchange workers, but 
on that occasion Thurman W. Arnold, 
assistant attorney general, threatened 
to prosecute under the anti-trust 
laws if it wasn’t called off. The same 
move is being made now except that 
exchange projectionists are also in- 
volved and the operators’ local be- 
lieves recent Supreme Court deci- 
sions establishes the legality of the 
step. 

There are around 70 operators em- 
ployed in exchanges and home office 
screening rooms. Their contract ex- 





pired Aug. 31 and they have been 
the old 
basis pending a new agreement, 
while the exchange workers, also 
negotiating a new contract, have 
been doing the same since Dec. 1. 

Odd position of the distribs is that 
while they service film to theatres 
not employing 306 men, they in no 
way have any control over the oper- 
ating policies of such theatres, thus 
are in the middle. 





Academy Oscars For 


Two Documentary Films 
Hollywood, Dec. 30 

Documentary films, one feature- 
length and one short, will be handed 
special Oscars this year by the Aca- 
demy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. 

Procedure of selecting the two 
winners will be decided at a meet- 
ing of the board of governors next 
week. 





* 


‘Bway, With Spy Slant 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
George Raft has been borrowed by 
Universal for the lead in a modern 
version of ‘Broadway,’ stage play 
done 12 years ago by the sanie studio, 
Plot will be altered for an es- 
pionage slant. 








HURRY! HURRY! 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Edward H. Griffith reached from 
Paramount studio to Young Bros, 
circus midway to snatch two old 
fashioned spielers for a sequence in 
‘Out of the Frying Pan.’ 

Veteran pitchmen drafted into the 
picture are Al Dexter and Gabby 





Nolan. 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—11/14/41 


—— 


Secrets of a Lone Wolf (Col) 11/26 
I Killed a Man (Mono) 
Suspicion (RKO) 9/24 
Miss Polly (UA) 11/5 
Sierra Sue (Rep) 11/12 
Blues in the Night (WB) 
Hot Spot (20th) 10/22 
International Squadron (WB) 8/13 
International Lady (UA) 10/15 
Unholy Partners (M-G) 10/15 


11/5 


M 62 
M 71 
D 102 
c 44 
w 64 
D* 89 
cD 88 
M 85 
D 100 
Dp %4 





W. William-B, Ford 
R. Cortez 
Cc. Grant-J. Fontaine 
Z.. Pitts-S. Summerville 
G. Autry-S, Burnett 
P. Lane-B. Field 
B. Grable-V. Mature 
R. Reagan-O. Bradna 
I. Massey-G. Brent 
E. Robinson-L. Day 











WEEK OF RELEASE—11/21/41 


The Men in Her Life (Col) 11/5 
You Belong to Me (Col) 10/29 


Double Trouble (Mono) 
Skviark (Par) 9/10 
Secrets of the Wastelands (Par) 9/24 
Look Who’s Laughing (RKO) 9/17 
Moonlight in Hawaii (U) 10/15 
Meb Town (U)_ 10/8 

Quiet Wedding (U) 3/5 
The Missouri Outlaw (Rep) 


Dd 89 
c 8 
Cc 63 
C. 3° 
w 66 
Cc .% 
Cc 359 
Dp 359 
cD 75 
Ww 


$$$ CLD 


L. Young-C. Veidt 

B. Stanwyck-H. Fonda 
H. Langdon 
C.Colbert-R. Milland 
B. Boyd-B. King 

FE. Bergen-L. Ball 

J. Frazee-J. Downs 

B. Halop-H. Hal 

M. Lockwood-D, Farr 
R. Barry-L. Merrick 








WEEK OF RELEASE—11/28/41 


—— 


Go West Young Lady (Col) 11/26 

Night of January 16 (Par) 9/10 Dd 80 
Mexican Spitfire’s Baby (RKO) 9/19 Cc 70 
Marry the Boss’s Daughter (20th) 11/19 C ov 
Keep ’Em Flying (U) 11/26 Cc 86 
A Date With Murder (RKO) 11/12 RD 63 
Rise and Shine (20th) 11/19 Cc 
Corsican Brothérs (UA) 12/24 M iil 


c 71. 





P. Singleton-G. Ford 

R. Preston-E. Drew 

L. Velez-L. Errol ’ 

B. Joyce-G. Montgomery 
Abbott and Costello . 

G. Sanders-W. Barrie 

L. Darnell-J. Oakie 

D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Warrick 





WEEK OF _RELEASE—12/5/41 





Sing for Your Supper (Col 12/3 
Borrowed Hero (Mono) {ili 
Ziss Boom Bah (Mono) 

Among the Living (Par) 9/3 


Swamp Water (20th) 10/22 
Tuxedo Junction (Rep) 12/3 
The Body Disappears (WB) 12/3 


C 66 
Cc 65 
U 6 
D 6&7 
D © 
Cc 66 
M 72 


B. Rogers-J. Falkenberg 
A. Baxter-F. Rice 

G. Hayes-P. Hayes 

A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
W. Brennan-W, Huston 
L. Weaver-J. Weaver 

d. Lynn-J. Wyman 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/12/41 





Honolulu Lu (Col) 
Riot Squad (Mono) 


The Feminine Touch (M-G) 9/17 
H. M. Pulham, Esq. (M-G) 11/19 
Weekend for Three (RKO) 10/29 
Red River Valley (Rep) 12/31 
Confirm or Deny (20th) 11/19 
Wolf Man (U) = 12/17 

Love on the Dole (UA) 4/30 
Steel Against the Sky (WB) 12/3 


Mr. D. A. in the Carter Case (Rep) 


Cc 
M 55 
Cc 
RD 119 
C 66 
w & 
RD 73 
M % 
D 99 
M_ 68 
M_ 68 


L. Velez-B. Bennett 

P. Cromwell-R. Quigley 
R. Russell-D. Ameche 
H. Lamarr-R, Young 
D. O’Keefe-J. Wyatt 

R. Rogers-H. Hayes 

D. Ameche-J. Bennett 
L. Chaney, Jr.-C. Rains 
D. Kerr-C. Evans 

A. Smith 

J. Ellison-V. Gillmore 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/19/41 





Riders of the Badlands (Col) w 357 
West of Cimarron (Rep) w 

Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 CD 97 
The Perfect Snob (20th) 11/12 Cc 63 
Road Agent (U) 12/10 D 69 
Melody Lane (U) MU 60 


C. Barrett-R. Hayden 

B. Steel-T, Tyler 

W. Powell-M. Loy 

C. Ruggles-C. Greenwood 
D. Foran-L. Carrillo 

R. Page-A. Gwynne 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/26/41 





Bed Time Story (Col) 12/10 e:..& 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) 12/31 WwW “55 
Louisiana Purchase.(Par) 11/26 CD 95 
Playmates (RKO) 11/26 MU 95 
Remember the Day (26th) 9/24 D 85 
Hellzapoppin (U) 9/24 C 82 
The Gold Rush (UA) (Reissue) cD 
Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) Cc 
You’re in the Army Now (WB) 12/3 EN 
Wied With Their Boots On (WB) 11/19 D 140 


L. Young-F. March 

B. Jones-T. McCoy 

B. Hope-V. Zorina 

K. Kyser-J. Barrymore 
C. Colbert-J. Payne 
Olsen and Johnson 

C. Chaplin 

M. Woodworth-J. Rogers 
J. Durante 

E. Flynn-0O. De Havilland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/2/42 





Lone Star Vigilantes (Col) 9/24 
Freckles Comes Home (Mono) 
Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 10/22 
Tarzan’s Secret Treasure (M-G) 
Babes on Broadway (M-G) 12/3 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 
Don’t Get Personal (U) 12/31 
Twin Beds (UA) 


11/19 


w 58 
Cc 

cD 9% 

M 82 

M 121 

wi 64 

Cc 60 
Cc 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/9/42 





Confessions Boston Blackie (Col) 
Here Come the Marines (Mono) 
Arizona Terrors (Rep) 

Ball of Fire (RKO) 12/3 
Lady for a Night (Rep) 12/31 
Blue, White and Perfect (20th) 9/24 
dail House Blues (U) 

All Through the Night (WB) 12/3 


12/10 


M_ 89 

Cc 

Ww 

D 110 

D 68 

M 74 
MU 

M 107 





B. Elliott-T. Ritter 

J. Downs-G. Storn 

G. Garbo-M. Douglas 

J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
M. Rooney-J. Garland 

T. Hoilt-M. Douglas 

H. Herbert-A. Gwynn 

G. Brent-J. Bennett 








C. Morris-H. Hilliard 

W. Ford-T. Wing 

D. Barry-L. Merrick 

B. nme oh ge ge Cooper 
J. Blondell-J. Wayne 

L. Nolan-H, Reynolds 

N. Pendleton-A. Gwynn 
H. Bogart-C. Veidt 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1, 


16/42 





West of Tombstone (Col) 
Snuffy Smith, Yard Bird (Mono) 
Pardon My Stripes (Rep) 

Man From Cheyenne (Rep) 
Date With The Falcon (RKO) 
Gentleman at Heart (20th) 
Paris Calling (U) 12/10 
Shangai Gesture (UA) 


a 


12/24 


Cadets on Parade (Col) 

Man From Headquarters (Mono) 
Cowboy Serenade (Rep) 

Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 
Right to the Heart (20th) 
North of the Klondike (U) 
Man Who Came to Dinner (WB) 





11/12 


D 9$3 
D 97 


WEEK OF RELEASE 1 


M 

D 
Ww 

Cc Ci 
D 

M 

Cc 118 


C. Starret-R. Haydon 
E. Kennedy-B. Duncan 
H. Henry-S. Ryan 

R. Rogers-B. Hayes 
G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
C. Romero-C. Landis 
R. Scott-E. Bergner 
G. Tierney-W. Huston 


23/42 





- Bartholomew-V. Lydon 

Albertson-J. Woodbury 
Autry-S. Burnette 

. Bolger-A. Shirley 

. Joyce-C, Wilde 

. Crawford-L. Chaney 

. Davis-M. Wooley 


Domo | 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD 9% 
How Green Was My Valley (20th) 10/29 D 120 
Design for Scandal (M-G) 11/12 CD 82 
Kathleen (M-G)_ 11/12 D 88 
Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 11/12 c 
Cadet Girl (20th) 11/12 D 69 
Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 12/3 > BB 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 
Sealed Lips (U) 12/3 M62 
Sullivan’s Travels (Par) 12/10 ‘Dp 
Mr. Big Goes to Town (Par) 12/10 81 


Midnight Angel (Par) 12/16 
Johnny Eager (M-G) 12/10 

Ne Hands on the Clock (Par) 12/10 
Banama Passage (Par) 12/10 
Mr. and Mrs. North (M-G) 12/17 
The Bugle Seunds (M-G) 12/17 
Land of the Open Range (RKO) 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 12/31 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 
Kings Row (WB) 12/24 


12/24 


sesteuouzzzZ 
= 


J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
W. Pidgeon-M. O’Hara 

R. Russell-W. Pidgeon 

S. Temple-H. Marshall 

R. Bolger-A. Shirley 

C. Landis-G. Montgomery 
L. Ayers-L. Barrymore 

F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
W. Gargan-J. Clyde 

J. McCrea-V. Lake 

(Cartoon) 

. Preston-M. O’Driscoll 

. Tayor-L. Turner 

. Morris-J. Parker 

. Carroll-S. Hayden 
Allen-W. Post 

. Beery-M. Main 
Holt-R,. Whitey 
Holt-R. Whitey 
Holt-F. Neal 
Sheridan-R. Cummings 


any 


PHS eoRORE 


| 


Van Wagner Confirmed 


Appointment of Garrett Van Wag- 
ner as comptroller of the parent 
company was formally ratified at a 
meeting of the RKO board of direc- 
tors Monday (29). 

Three subsidiary company meet- 
ings were held same day. 


S.E.C’s Inside 
On Pathe-DuPont 
Stock Swap Deal 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

Since the Dupont Film earnings 

may drop because of stiffer com- 
petition and higher taxes, the Secur- 
ities & Exchange Commission fav- 
ored the recent Pathe liquidation 
deal chiefly because the Pathe stock- 
holders would get paper of higher 
potential value than their present 
holdings. Report just published last 
week, summarizing facts at a sum- 
mer hearing, granted necessary per- 
mission for the already-concluded 
transaction whereby Pathe sold 
3,500 shares of Dupont Film to E. 
I. Dupont de Nemours, parent com- 
pany, in return for 56,750 de Ne- 
mours shares, which are to be dis- 
tributed pro rata among Pathe in- 
vestors. 
The S.E.C. review spoke of the 
‘distinct antagonism’ between the 
Pathe faction—two out of seven di- 
rectors—and the de Nemours crowd 
over operating policies of Dupont 
Film. The Pathe element wanted 
Dupont to invade the amateur cam- 
era field to bolster its earnings and 
compete with Eastman and Ansco. 

Detailed analysis led to the con- 
clusion the price for the Dupont Film 
stock was reasonable, since the 
Pathe holders would get paper 
worth more than their Pathe securi- 
ties and will be partners in an en- 
terprise of larger resources. On Aug. 
15 the market value of 16.3 shares 
of Pathe were $38.27 while a single 
share of de Nemours, for which 
the Pathe block would be swapped, 
was, $43.88, the S.E.C. observed. Fur- 
thermore, Pathe’s only assets were 
the stock in an enterprise (Dupont 
Film) which has not been making 
sensational gains recently and which 
is deemed a ‘poor third’ in the film 
business. 

Payment of a stock commission 
(300 shares of de Nemours) to Col. 
T. C. Davis, the Pathe director who 
negotiated the sale, is justified in 
view of his success upping the price, 
the report said. Besides, the stock- 
holders are protected since they have 
the power*to veto this reward. Davis’ 
cut is worth only %*#% of the pyr- 














chase price, the 300 shares having 
a market value of $48,000, the Com- 
mish noted, but he managed to 
wangle from de Nemours 10,750 
shares more than the original offer. 
Value of the additional paper, the 
report said, is $1,720,000, 

In the review of the condition of 
the participating companies, the S. 
E.C. noted Pathe’s net for 1940 after 
paying the preferred, taxes, and 
contingencies was only $386,401. For 
the Jan. 1—Aug. 15, 1941, period this 
figure was $207,755. Dupont Film 
total income for 1940 was $8,588,978, 
and for Jan. 1—July 31, was $5,645,- 
375. In contrast, de Nemours in 1940 
had net income applicable to com- 
mon stock of $79,345,348. 

By implication, the Federal refer- 
ees felt it would be generally de- 
sirable to wipe out Pathe’s corporate 
existence and let the parent de 
Nemours have 100% control over its 
offspring. 





Loew-Lewin’s ‘Moon’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
‘Moon and Sixpence’ is slated as 
the next picture to be made by 
David Loew and Albert Lewin at 
Universal. 
Film is in preparation for a pro- 
duction start early in January. 








Skouras to Denver 


Spyros Skouras planed out for 
Denver last night (30). 

He plans to spend several days 
with his daughter there. 





McCREA AS BUFFALO BILL 
Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
Harry Sherman is readying yarn 
on Buffalo Bill under title of his 
Indian name, ‘Pahaska.” 





Joel McCrea is pencilled for the 
} lead. 


SWAMP WOMAN 





who produced the current epic, to 
have done was to get a story tailored 
for Miss Corio. Obvious thing for her 
ta have done, on the other hand, was 
to insist om such a script. Tops in 
folly, of course, was casting her in 
a dramatic role that gives her op- 
portunity for just the briefest mo- 
ment of exhibition of her burley- 
famed gams and torso. 

As for Miss Corio’s dramatic abil- 
ities, it’s plain she needs coaching in 
use of her voice. She sounds like a 
constant caricature of Mae West. 
But, aside from that, Katharine Cor- 
nell, Helen Hayes and the ghost of 
Duse rolled into one couldn't have 
done anything with the dialog this 
refugee from a G-string was handed. 

Miss Corio is cast as a honkytonk 
entertainer who, as the pic opens, 
is returning to the Florida swamp 
where she was born and whose in- 
habitants seldom get to the outside 
world. Jack LaRue, her former 
sweetie, is engaged to her niece, Mary 
Hull. Entrance on the scene of 
Richard Deane, a fugitive, serves to 
bring Miss Corio and LaRue to- 
gether after Miss Corio solves the 
crime foxy which Deane was _ con- 
victed and at the same time lands 
the heavy, Jay Novello, in the clink 
for the very same crime. Only thing 
is that it’s not that easy to catch 
the plot, or even the relationship 
between the characters, from a mere 
seeing of the picture. 

As for direction, film shows little 
evidence that there was any. Pro- 
duction isn’t as bad as the camera- 
work (flat white lighting on Miss 
Corio is nothing that she can be 
thankful for), Poor sound, too, even 
makes it frequently difficul: to un- 
derstand the dialog. 

This should be the indie-made 
quickie to end all _ indie-made 
quickies. Poverty Row has struck 
bottom. Herb. 


Ay, Jalisco No Te Rajes 


(‘Jalisco, Don’t Backslide’) 


(MEXICAN-MADE) 

(With Songs) 

Mexico City, Nov. 20. 
Rodriguez Hermanos production and re- 
lease. Stars Jorge Negrete, Gloria Marin, 
Carlos Lopez Moctezuma, Angel Caraza, 
Antonio Badu. Directed by Joselito Rod- 
riguez. Alex Phillips, story, 
Aurelio Robles Castillo, At Cine Olimpia, 
Mexico City. Running time, 122 ‘MINS, 


cameraman; 





This yarn suggests somewhat the 
life of Remington (Alfonso Alvarez 
Castillo), Mexico’s No. 1 gentleman 
gunster who died with his boots on 
three years ago. Having the robust 
western state of Jalisco as its set- 
ting, it was a socko click here, 
grossing $70,000 (Mex) in its three- 
week debut at one theatre. 

Story is clear-cut but not very 
novel. Jorge Negrete is character- 
ized as one Salvador Perez Gomez, 
orphaned by gunsters who raided 
his folks’ ranch during the revolu- 
tion; who learned to shoot fast and 
straight and then got in with bad 
company. The crux of the yarn is 
his vengeance of his parents’ slaying. 
Love interest is provided by 
Gloria Marin, brunet looker es- 
pecially sightly in natienal costume. 
She can act and also sing. Triangle 
is provided by Angel Caraza, as the 
rich man’s heir and a_ go-getter 
businessman. There are also lots of 
gunplay, neat rural Mexican customs 
and scenery, folk dancing is fair, 
music is memorable, particularly 
rendition of the theme song, ‘Ay, 
Jalisco No Te Rajes’ by Lucha 
Reyes, who has a strong, clear, 
though not sweet voice. 

Negrete wins out after killing two 
of his foes and turning the other 
over to the cops after winning a 
spirited country-style horse race 
from his rival in love. 

_Film needs about 15 minutes cut- 
ting. Grahame. 


Girl From Leningrad 


(With Songs) 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Artkino release of Lenfilm Studios pro- 
duction. Features Zoya F'yodorova, Alex- 
ander Abrikosov. Directed by Victor Eisi- 
mont. Screenplay, Sergel Mikhailov, Mik- 
hail Rosenberg; camera, Victor Rappaport: 
music, Vissarion Shebalin; English dialog 
titles, Charles Clement. At the Stanley, 
N. Y., Dec. 20, '41. Running time, 90 MINS. 


Lieut. Sergei Korovin..Alevander Abrikosov 
Field Dr. Katner...Konstantin Adashevsky 





Major Braginsky............ Yuri Tolubeyev 
AGIOl WEGGGGOG 6 6 ovccc es ciccsccs Boris Blinov 
Ambulance Driver Trishin..Vasili Abramov 
Commander Bannikov.......... Oleg Zrakov 
NS Sing $4 040640060 Maria Kapustina 
FE eS Oe ae ae Olga Fyodorina 
Zina nb bene Co's eecccescess Tatiana Aloyshina 
Shura 6346020008 badoessess Elena Melentyeva 
Ps 5.5:05 63 wwentarcceice Zoya Fyodorova 





_There are moments when this So- 
viet production, dealing chiefly with 
personal sacrifice and devotion to 
duty of Russian nurses in the front 
lines, becomes an irresistibly moving 
document. There are moments of 
suspense and interest also in the 
Russo-German battle sequences. And 
there are long, dull stretches when 
an unusually able cast, excellent 
background music and fairly good 
nhotography most indicate the need 
for an adequate yarn to hold it all 
together. 

Regardless of its 





shortcomings, 


Film Reviews 


Centinued from page &%, 





however, ‘Girl From Leningrad’ is a 
title which is currently a boon at the 
boxoffice for any foreign-language 
theatre these days. Withal, it’s not 
amy worse and a good deal better 
than most of the other foreign lan- 
guage pictures flooding the loca! for. 
eign language houses. 

Zova Fyodorova, featured, truns in 
an excellent performance as the head 
of the girl volunteers going into the 
front lines to nurse the wounded. 
She’s one of the few foreign per- 
formers who doesn’t overact; knows 
and uses the values of restraint, and 
foregoes heavy blue eyelid makeup. 
Alexander Abrikov, the Red officer 
who is the romantic interest, is held 
down to brief appearances but pho- 
tographs well, especially in the finale, 

Deficiency is in the screenplay 
which makes it too much of a news- 
reel. Some of the dull passages, ag 
when the girl reads a long. partic. 
ularly uninteresting part of Tolstoy's 
‘War and Peace,’ could well be elim- 
inated. For the rest it’s a war pic- 
ture outlining activities on the front 
nursing of wounded, long lines o 
marching soldiers, and sporadic bat- 
tles with the enemy who are soundly 
beaten (both on and off the screen 
apparently). Mild love interest is 
strictly a side issue. 

Miss Fyodorova warbles a couple 
of Russian tunes effectively, and the 
vocal chorus in support is good. se 

Mo 


That'll Keep ’Em Covered 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
20th-Fox bought ‘Spitfire Squad- 
ron,’ a tale of wartime aviation but 
won't make it into a picture because 
it. is filming one under the same 
title in England. : 

Story, published in the Sateve- 
post, will be used to furnish back- 
ground and dialog for a film to be 
made with an American Army 
theme. 











Getting Away From It 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Humphrey Bogart is starring in 
‘Escape From Crime’ at Warners with 
Brenda Marshall as the gentle influ- 
ence in his getaway. 
Lewis Seiler directs, from a story 
by Daniel Fuchs. 











Xmas Biz 


Continued from page 4———— 








prosper despite any and all counter 
attractions, he feeis. 

The film industry’s biggest source 
of apprehension should be the 
March 15 federal- and state income 
tax payments, and plans should be 
made immediately to prepare for 
what may be one of the toughest 
blows ever to hit theatres, in 
Friedl’s opinion. Pointing out that 
many who never had to pay be- 
fore will have to shell out now, that 
others will have to fork across 
much more than formerly and that 
few probably realize that a dent will 
be put into their pocketbooks, Friedl 
says he’s already plenty worried. 


Seattle’s Partial 
Blackouts Hurt B.O. 


Seattle, Dec. 30. 

Downtown cafes and other places 
that keep open evenings have 
blacked-out their windows,  etc., 
while business is carried on. 

Soldiers are on guard at industrial 
centers, such as Boeing’s, and along 
the entire waterfront. Anti-aircraft 
units are stationed at many points 
about the city. Quartermaster sup- 
plies are closely guarded and troops 
guard the naval yards and concen- 
trations at ncarby Bremerton. 

The alarm-publicity has hurt the 
theatres. Playing up the idea that 
the folks must be on the alert put on 
a damper. 

Seattle right now is having a par- 
tial blackout, which again is not 
helping the morale any. Orders have 
gone out to darken all signs and out- 
side lights, unless there is active 
watchmen service, so that ‘lights- 
out’ can go into effect in 60 seconds. 
Theatres are able to meet this rigid 
requirements but other commercial 
enterprises have decided not to take 
any chances of being too slow on the 
60 seconds. Thus the shows are 
keeping on their front lights, in an 
otherwise dimmed .town. Street 
lights are on but they can be out at a 
moment’s warning. There is still 
some question as to the effect on 
night business of the partial black- 
out. Some report matinee biz better, 








against night biz being down some- 
what. 
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Increasing Tendency to Build Shorts. 


Into Importance in Lieu of 2d Feature... 3°53 ne so 


+ 


that shorts are 
receiving additional breaks from ex 
reports trom 


countrs An 


Further evidence 


hibitors in indicated by 
Gcifferent sections of the 
most cases, it is the outstanding | 
short of variovs major distributors | 
that form the opening wedge for the 
exhibitors’ swing-over to shorts. 


In Louisville, efforts are being 
made by neighborhood theatres to 
eliminate one of the dual program 
setups each week. In its place are 
solo lineups with shorts added to fill 
out the program. 

Paramount has received word that | 
‘Rhythm in the Ranks,” which goes 
into the Omaha theatre, Omaha, 
New Year’s week in the first short 
to be featured by the house since 
last April. 

The two ballet shorts’ which War- | 
ner Bros. is releasing also are re- 
ceiving more than customary atten- 
tion given two-reel pictures. Univer- 
sal is pleasantly surprised by the 
unprecedented billings and play- 
dating of its new serial ‘Don Wins- 
low of the Navy.’ 





Ditto in Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 


The Stanley-Warner circvit is 
slowly achieving its goal of elimin- 
ating duals. Most of the time, for- 
merly given over to another feature, 
is being taken by a better selection 
of shorts. The briefies are getting 
more careful treatment in the mat- 
ter of advertisement and exploita- 
tion. In some cases the short gets 
equal billing on the marquee and 
lobby displays as the feature itself. 

House managers are getting school 
and civic tieups for patriotic and 
educational shorts. Members of 
women’s club, American Legion 
posts and similar organizations are 
solicited for assistance in drumming 
up interest in short subjects that 
have a public interest. 

Ultimate aim of the circuit is to | 
make the briefies take the place of | 
the extra feature in the few situa- | 
tions where they're still used, ac- 





| 


{ 


cording to Ted Schlanger, zone boss. 





World-Preeming a Short 
Austin, Texas, Dec. 30. 





‘Dissent’ Decree 


4 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 

A big laugh was provoked at 
the trial of Paramount, 20th- 
Fox and RKO. when assistant 
county attorney William Des- 
mond for the state, cross-ex- 
amining Herman Wobber, of 
20th-Fox, a witness for the de- 


fense, inadvertently asked, 
Now. how «about this dissent 
decree”’. referring, of course, to 


the consent decree. 

‘I think that’s what the in- 
dependents would call it,’ said 
J. W. Finley, a counsel for the 
defense. 


BUFF.’S DECREE 
CASES MOUNT 


Buffalo, Dec. 30. 


Arbitration board for this district, 
which had only two cases filed up to 
the present month, now finds itself 
with plenty of work in prospect for 
the next couple of months. Clearance 
case of the Allendale (I. Cohen) 
against the Marlowe (Konczakowski 
circuit) asking for day-and-date or 
better by reason of alleged gifting 
and other similar patronage induce- 
ments by the latter is set to tee off 
on Jan. 3. 

















| Tradeshows 


' America’ 


(20th), in 


Mon., Jan. 5—‘Young 








rines’ (RKO), in all ex- 
change cities except St. 
Louis, where it will be Stomach Comes First 
shown Tues., Jan. 6, and Al- | 

bany, Buffalo, —_—— 


Cleveland, Des Moines, New 
Haven, Oklahoma City, 
Omaha, Salt Lake City and 
Washington, where it will be 


Charlotte, 
| Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Hollywood, which has its own 
brand of wackiness, points to an 
shown Wed. Jen. 7. imported stage director, now out 
Mon., Jan. 5—‘Mexican Spitfire here learning the business who 
at Sea’ (RKO), in all ex- complains, ‘there isn't decent 
change cities except St. thing to eat in California. 

To prove it, the stager brought 


Louis, where it will be 
shown Tues., Jan. 6, and Al- out his own chef (femme) to 











bany, Buffalo, Charlotte, properly prepare his vittles. 
Cleveland, Des Moines, New — 
Haven, Oklahoma City, 


Omaha, Salt Lake City and 
Washington, where it will be 





shown Wed., Jan. 7. 

Tues., Jan. 6—‘Right to the Heart’ 
and ‘Gentleman at Heart’ 
(20th), in all exchange cities. 

Tues., Jan. 6—-Woman of the 
Year’ and ‘Joe Smith, Amer- 


M-G DOING WELL 
IN MINN. SELLING: 





ican’ (M-G), in New York . 
only. , . 

Tues. Jan. 6—‘Joan of Paris’ Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 
(RKO), in all exchange cities M-G’s wnusual seliing terms under 
except St. Louis, where it the Minnesota anti-consent decree 


will be shown Wed., Jan. 7, 
and Albany, Buffalo, Char- 
lotte, Cleveland, Des Moines, 
New Haven, Oklahoma City, 
Salt Lake City and Wash- 
ington, where it will be 
shown Thurs., Jan. 8. 

Tues., Jan. 6—‘Sing Your Wor- 


law requiring deals to include an 
entire season’s product, a 20% mini- 
mum caneellation privilege and no 
forcing of shorts virtually puts in- 
dependent exhibitors at the com- 
pany’s mercy without knowing just 
what the product actually will cost 
them. Nevertheless, many of the 


ries Away’ (RKO), in all Twin City’s hardest boiled indepen- 
exchange cities except St. dents, who have turned thumbs 
Louis, where it will be down on other distributors’ percent- 


shown Wed., Jan. 7, and Al- age demands, are ‘rushing in to buy, 











Ithaca theatre complaint against 


State, Strand, and Temple at Ithaca} 


(Bernstein) and the five distributors 
alleging 
tures on ‘some run’ and seeking re- 
duction in second-run clearance, is 
also skedded for hearing next month. 

The Clyde Playhouse (Perriello) 
against Schine circuit and the major 
distributors, and 
claimants complaining as to 
adjoining towns, will also be up for 
hearing in January. 


inability to purchase a 





the Cuba Theatre} 
(Tantillo) against Warner Bros., both 
un-| 
reasonableness of clearance between | 


bany, Buffalo, Charlotte, probably figuring that with this 
Cleveland, Des Moines, New company's product, plus Columbia, 
Haven, Oklahoma City, Universal and RKO, they can main- | 
Omaha, Salt Lake City and tain near-normal operations, even | 
Washington, where it will be | through January, and the effect will | 
shown Thurs.. Jan. 8. | be to make Paramount, Warner 

Wed., Jan. 7—‘Valley of the Sun’ | Bros.. 20th-Fox, etc.. to moderate 
(RKO), in all exchange cities | present allegedly exorbitant de- | 
except St. Louis, where it | mands. 


will be shown Thurs., Jan. 8, 


The M-G deal allocates its output 
and Albany, Buffalo, Char- 


linto five brackets, the first of which | 
lotte, Cleveland, Des Moines, l ts percentage, and gives no guaran- 
New Haven, Oklahoma City, | tee as to the number of pictures in 
Omaha, Salt Lake City and | each bracket, the company reserving 
Washington, where it will be | the full right to allocate as it pleases. | 
shown Fri., Jan. 9. |Moreover, the percentage starts -at | 
= commen aie 25° and provides for a sliding scale | 

;up to 50%, depending upon the gross | 


Non-Political’ German and with split figures specified. The 








‘ 


| deliberate in 
| present test case. 


Over 50 Minn. Indies, Unworried By 
Reprisals, to Testify 


Vs. 3 Majors 


Minneapolis, Dec. 39. 

Casting aside all fear of ‘reprisals 
no less than 50 odd Minnesota, inde- 
pendent exhibitors have volunteered 
and are eager to testify in district 
court against Paramount, RKO and 
20th-Fox in their trial for violation 
of the state anti-consent decree Jaw 
which will be resumed Jan. 7 fol- 
lowing adjournment over the holi- 
days. 

They vant to reveal the film com. 
panies’ allegedly unfair trade prac- 
tices which, it’s claimed, justify the 
Minnesota measure requiring distrib- 
utors to sell their entire season's 
product subject to a 20°) minimum 
cancellation privilege and no forced 
selling of shorts. Among these prac. 
tices, it’s charged, are the companies’ 
discrimination against independent 
exhibitors and in favor of the Para- 
mount affiliated circuit; compulsion 
to play or pay for pictures injurious 
to their business; inequitable con- 
tract terms; unfair protection and 
clearance, etc. 

Northwest Allied made known to 
the prosecution, the state of Minne- 
sota, that the small army of inde- 
pendent exhibitors wants to go on 
the stand. However, most wil! be 
disappointed because the state plans 
to call only 10 or 12 as rebuttal wit- 
nesses when the defense concludes 
its case. 

, The independents don’t care about 
reprisals,’ explained Fred Strom, 
Northwest Allied executive secre- 
tary. ‘They feel things couldn't be 
any worse or made any tougher for 
them anyway.’ 

The defense, contending that the 
law is unconstitutional, plans to call 


| only one more witness, Ned Depinet, 


RKO sales manager. He will testify 
relative to distribution. 

If necessary, the film companies 
have announced they're prepared to 


; carry the matter of the law’s validity 


to the U. S. Supreme Court for final 
determination, The violations were 
order ‘to create the 
The decree com- 
panies also have pending civil suits 
seeking a court declaration of the 
law's unconstitutionality and a perm- 
anent injunction to restrain 
forcement. 


its en- 











In addition, it is known that sev-| 
Bess Short. the Interstate theatre | eral other exhibitors in the district | 
circuit’s short subject expert, has hit | are preparing complaints and will! file | 


intimation {ig that there will be ‘only Bill Howard’s Strike 


Films in Milwaukee six percentage pictures’ to comprise Hollywood, Dec. 30. 




















upon the idea of a world premiere | 
for a short subject. The subject will 
be ‘Nothing But Nerves’ with Robert | 
Benchley. The town chosen for the | 
premiere is Benchley, Texas, about} 
70 miles from here. 

Since the town has no theatre, 
Louis Novy, Interstate city manager | 
here has made arrangements to load | 
the town’s 115 inhabitants into buses 
and bring them here to the Para- 
mount for the world premiere of the 
short. 


Kreisler’s (U) Campaign 
To Boost Shorts for B.O. 


Bernard Kreisler, head of Univer- 
gal’s shorts department, has launched 
a campaign to point up the one-and- | 
two-reelers as ‘extra attractions’ 
rother.than shorts. His idea is that 
if shorts are worth producing and 
worth buying by the exhibitor the 


latter should cash in on them by 
making such films bring extra coin 
to the boxoffice 

Universal is attempting to gear it 
shorts to mass appeal the same as 


features, according to Kreisler. 

“We don’t think that billing short 
features as ‘also selected shorts’ does 
either the producer-distributor or the 
exhibitor any good, he observes. We 
want to get away from that as much 
as possible. I believe that plugging 
the idea of ‘extra attracticns’ as rep- 
resenting ‘extra grosses’ will go a 
long ways towards making exhibitors 
conscious of the screen value of many 
shorts.” : 


By shortening the average theatre 


program, by using shorts instead of 
a program picture for a second fea- 
ture. Kreisler indicated the exhib 
would be keeping more to the tempo 
of the times. It was pointed out that 
the average theatre patron today is 
so busy with the war effort. he is 
impatient with the prolonged screen 
show. Shorter theatre programs 
mean more turnover, and if this is 
what the public today wants the ex- 
hibitor has a chance to fill this need 
by spotting in short features, plugged 
with as much weight as given the so- 
called second feature on the bill. 
That's Kreisler’s observation from 
his own contact in the field and 


after the first of the year. 


WILL HORWITZ DIES; 





Milwaukee, Dec. 30. 
After closing suddenly the day 


war between the United States and 


the top bracket, but that’s two more | F *s ate - 
: heey King Bros. signed. William K. 

baer yon ~ ne eee ae Howard to direct ‘Law of the Klon- 
We Uy Rane aaa dike,’ their next production for Mon- 


nen 
| spots. ogram release. 


| While some of the Twin City in- 


— © 


pan because of the terms, the com- 
anguage 


; Germany was declared, the Deutsch- | dependents are putting M-G over the 
COLORFUL SW EXHIB r Kino, the town’s only German 


One of the most colorful ex- 
hibitors of the southwest, Will Hor- 
witz, 55, died Christmas Day in 
Houston, Texas, where he operated 
four theatres, partly in association 
with Paramount. 
hours’ illness. 

Although interested with 
mount locally, Horwitz was one part- 


He died after 36 | 
| Goldene Ziel’ 
Para- | 


ner whom the company left entirely | 


alone and, in effect, disregarded in 
spite of fights he used to make 
against distributors. 

Himself a newspaperman origin- 
ally, Horwitz was often in the news. 
not Only through his attacks against 


distributors but at one time as result 


of governmental trouble over opera- 
tion of a radio station which he set 
up across the border in Mexico. 

Every 
partied ivileged children in 
Houston. This year. the first time he 
missed the party himself. a total of 
12,000 kids were entertained at his 
expense 


year at Chi 
undern! 


istmas Horwitz 


Horwitz is survived by his widow 
Gladys Horwitz, and a daughter, Mrs 
Fred Gibbons. Funeral services were 
held Friday (26) in Houston. 


huddles with company field repre- 
| sentatives. 


Field reps relate that too many 


regular cinema patrons are too tired | 
to go to picture shows when they | 
are confronted with having to sit; trouble, as they did long before ac- 


through reel after reel of another 
feature in order to see the No. 1} 
picture. Tendency in defense indus- 


| try key cities is to shorten theatre 
| programs because that is what the 
| patron wants right now. 


resentative was Dayton, O., 
defense plants work on 
shifts. Exhibitors there have jug- 
gled their schedules so that very 
early shows and extremely late per- 
formances are available for the 
worker seeking recreation. 





One case in point cited by this rep- | 
where |; dena, has passed to Fox-West Coast ing long and unusual hours has been 


picture theatre, reopened 
Xmas day as the Radio theatre. In- 
stead, however, of the American pic- 
ture policy it was 
nounced 


pany claims that in Its first two days 
of selling it closed with approxi- 
“lees mately half of the Minneapolis and 
a. originally a@n- St. Paul independent accounts. 

~ gan pote oe wows have if It) Northwest Allied leaders are 
cid open, only German films are be- | among those who have bought Metro 
ing shown under a dual policy, the |ang in defense of their action. they 
a peng wg Fs of ‘Das say they feel confident that the com- 
te ate _— ener Kom- pany ‘will be fair enough to take 
plesschen,’ with a German newsreel, care of its contracts properly,’ the 


Reopening of the German Kino as belief being based on ‘M-G-M’s past 
the Radio was eo * . wile aad 


brought about only fair treatment.’ 
after a lengthy conference between | Before the M-G-M deal for Twin 
Ke aah Haun thee baa ae City independents was announced, | 
iene” he = penal ; A all Northwest Allied leaders were 
vey C. Hartweg, secretary and legal :.. _: r eM 
rep, With Mayor Carl F. Zeidler and mnenG We Semgenys penne ity 


consenting to sell in Minnesota and 
for giving the independents to under- 
stand its terms would be ‘proper.’ It 
was the last of the decree companies 
to seek federal court relief from the 
decree to enable it to sell under the 
Minnesota state law and up to the 
time of the Chicago industry unity 
meeting it appeared that it would 
stay out of the state until the con- 
stitutionality of the state statute 
finally is determined, except for its 
servicing of Metro’s ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ and ‘Lady Be Good.’ which 
language films.’ | have been percentage pictures under 
Business for the reopening is said | Secree selling, go into the second 
to be nothing to brag about, many |8Toup flat in the M-G Minnesota | 
Germans being afraid to attend for deal. 
fear of being spetted and classified | 
as Nazi sympathizers with attendant | 


ere. ; . No Sunday Bowling 
olice and FBI are keeping the A R ° ° 
A Respite for Pix 


place under surveillance for possible 
ait war weak Gecinied: | Springfield, Mass., Dec. 30. | 
MS SSS oe | Theatre men hereabouts heaved 
sigh of relief this week as Sunday | 
Fox-W.C. Takes Bard House competition from bowling alleys | 
| | went aglimmering. Though opening | 
Hollywood. Dec. 30. |of alleys on Sundays for thousands 
Bard's Colorado theatre. in Pasa-|°f defense workers who are work- 


city legal aids. The mayor sanc- 
tioned the German language policy 
} only under the proviso that abso- 
lutely no propaganda films be shown, 
and in the belief that under a demo- 
cratic form of government 
German element in 


the large 
Milwaukee's 
population should not be deprived of 
seeing pictures of the Fatherland in 
their native tongue: in other words, 
tolerance should prevail. 

Theatre advertising plays up the 
fact that it is showing a big holiday 
program of ‘Non-political German 








erty, exclusive of mortgage, was | ftom blue law days. 

$325,000. New alleys are popping up almost 
Chain is spending $75,000 to re- |every week to collect their share of | 

furbish the 1,700-seater, | defense dough. 





Pecan) Reputed price for prop- | Posed to any relaxing of hangover 
| 


; 


; over $1,000,000 annually 


| other hand have been 


Filming starts Jan. 12°from screen- 
play by Henry Blankfort. 








| 


| Bankers Favor Pix: 


Continued from page 7? eee 








picture circles, informed financial 
quarters at no time considered the 
Bioff scandal as pertinent to the basic 
factors revolving about position of 
various companies to earn profits. 
Same attitude has prevailed with re- 


| gard to war outbreak. 


Money Pientiful 

Money continues plentiful despite 
extra financial burdens being carried 
by several majors owing to constant 
decree operations. At least three or 
four of the majors without adequate 
working capital under current decree 
conditions are now heavily into the 
banks for temporary or ‘revolving’ 
loans, totalling some $15,000,000, 
mostly advances against negatives 
with stipulation that first rentals are 
to be applied on bank loans. 

Financing of consent 
so far continued without undue diffl- 
culty. In the case of Loew's and 
Paramount’ refunding 
capital has been easily made avail- 
able on terms whereby these two 
companies will effect savings of W ell 
in interest 
charges and dividend disbursements 
to preferred sttckholders. But indica- 


product has 


operations, 


‘tive of heavier financing required is 
| the instance of one major company, 


which has six blocks of pictures com- 
pleted (three already on the market 
and three ready to be shown in con- 
secutive order shortly) and is only 
beginning to get full returns on the 
first block. Company at this rate has 
between $6,000,000 and $7,000,000 con- 
tinually tied up in frozen negatives. 

Field sales forces consequently 
pressure, not only for additional con- 


ibs to assign 
24-hour | ownership, closing eight years of |SUssested, clergy is pretty well op- | tracts, but also for exhibs to 


early and specific play dates, in order 
that negative costs may be liquidated 
as. quickly as possible. Exhibs on the 
stalling 19 
commitments for definite playlist 
time even when signing for product 
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| In:1942 The Friendly Company dedicates its resources to making your theatre 
a a place where the needed relaxation of your public will be assured with the 
a greatest shows M-G-M has ever made. Among the New Year’s high-lights: 

















MICKEY ROONEY, JUDY GARLAND in “BABES ON BROADWAY” « “JOE SMITH, AMERICAN,” the 
el timeliest patriotic thrill-picture ever. made, starring ROBERT YOUNG, MARSHA HUNT * “THE VANISHING 
nt VIRGINIAN,” the Surprise Triumphiwith FRANK MORGAN, KATHRYN GRAYSON * ROBERT TAYLOR, 
a LANA TURNER in “JOHNNY EAGER” * SPENCER TRACY, KATHARINE HEPBURN in “WOMAN OF 
ios THE YEAR” « NORMA SHEARER, MELVYN DOUGLAS in “WE WERE DANCING” * NELSON EDDY, 
ie JEANETTE MacDONALD in “I MARRIED AN ANGEL” * ANN SOTHERN, RED SKELTON in “PANAMA 
ves | HATTIE” * GREER GARSON, WALTER PIDGEON in “MRS. MINIVER” © ABBOTT & COSTELLO 
rei in “RIO RITA” with KATHRYN GRAYSON, JOHN CARROLL * ELEANOR POWELL, RED SKELTON in 
ted “SHIP AHOY” « SPENCER TRACY, HEDY LAMARR, JOHN GARFIELD in “TORTILLA FLAT.” 
i MICKEY ROONEY, LEWIS STONE and all the folks in “THE COURTSHIP OF ANDY HARDY,” 
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(Continued from page 1) 
getter of all, outside of ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ which is in its third year 
of release now, and therefore not 
classified as a release between De- 
cember 1940 and December 1941. 

‘Variety's’ 1941 b.0o. appraisal of 
films and film stars is not predicated 
on any individual exhibitors’ choice 
of product or personalities, but 
strictly on a dollar-and-cents basis. 
Values have been established through 
factual returns, instead of through 
personal likes and spontaneous €Xx- 
pression of opinion. These findings 
are based on the rentals and per- 
centages from the 17,000 to 18,000 
theatres and auditoriums playing 
motion pictures, and paying for them 
to the numerous major and inde- 
pendent distribution organizations in 
this country. Consequently, a true 
survey as to the top stars and pix, 
in all branches of film distribution 
and production is assured. 

Gary Cooper counts as the most 
potent star at the boxeffice for the 
year. This is based on the gross of 
pictures in which he appeared and 
which were released between 
December, 1940 and December, 1941, 
Top grosser of the trio was ‘Sergeant 
York,’ then came ‘John Doe,’ both 
released by Warners, with third be- 
ing ‘Westerner,’ the swan song pro- 
duction of Sam Goldwyn for United 
Artists. Cooper, of the stars of to- 
day, is longest in service, having 
gotten his Hollywood start in 1923 
and, after appearing in ‘Winning of 
Barbara Worth’ the following year, 
hit the star rung and kept climbing 
instead of receding as have the ma- 
jority of stars after 10 years or 50 
of this rating. 


Abbott and Costello 2d 

Second among the actors comes 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello. These 
boys made their screen debut this 
year. Universal primed material to 
fit their hokey burlesque talent with 
result that all four of their pictures 
hit, and strongly. Gross in aggregate 
will exceed $6,000,000, besides mak- 
ing them the exhibitors’ surprise 
end best money-making friends of 
the year. 

Clark Gable is next in the lineup 
with three films, ‘Honky Tonk,’ 
*They Met in Bombay’ and ‘Comrade 
X’ to his credit. Parallel to him is 
another Metro player, Mickey 
Rooney. He had three films, one of 
them, ‘Men of Boys Town’ with 
Spencer Tracy and two of the ‘Andy 
Hardy’ series. Take of the trio here 
does not equal that of the Gable trio 
of pictures, though very close to it. 

Bob Hope, who came into his own 
fin the stardom route after having 
earned his way through radio and 
personal appearances, ranks next, 
having under his belt three smash 
Paramount pictures, ‘Caught in the 
Draft,’ ‘Nothing But the Truth,’ and 
*Road to Zanzibar.’ 

Charlie Chaplin is right alongside 
of Hope though only having done 
one film, ‘Great Dictator.’ It is next 
best individual grosser to ‘Sergeant 
York.’ 

Dorothy Lamour Top Femme 

As top coin bait for the exhibs in 
femme contingent was Dorothy La- 
mour, who has a trio of top stints 
to her credit, ‘Caught in the Draft,’ 
*Aloma of the South Seas,’ and ‘The 
Road to Zanzibar.’ With war on, la 
belle Lamour gives promise of being 
the soldier’s pet, and that will mean 
something in her next year’s rating. 

Spencer Tracy comes alongside of 
her with two films to his credit, ‘Dr. 
Jekyl and Mr. Hyde’ and ‘Men of | 
Boys Town.’ 

Next in line is Jack Benny with | 
the credits ‘Charley’s Aunt’ and ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor,’ in which he co- 
starred with Fred Allen. Bing Cros- 
by holds the tenspot, his coin grab- 
bers being ‘Birth of the Blues’ and 
“Road to Zanzibar.’ 


Flock of Freelance 
Stars Pick Own Stories 


With many of the freelance star 
group working here and there at top 
figures on individual and package 
deals, virtually all of those in the top 
mame bracket, such as Cary Grant, 
Irene Dunne, Jean Arthur, Loretta 
Young, Charles Boyer, Henry Fonda, 
Marlene Dietrich, Rosalind Russell, 
Joel McCrea, Paulette Goddard. 
Claudette Colbert, Barbara Stanwyck, 
Ronald Colman, Margaret Sullavan, 
John Barrymore, Fredric March, 
Joan Benfriett, Richard Powell, Joan 
Blondell, Fred Astaire, Merle Oberon, 
Walter Huston, Adolphe Menjou and 
Carole Lombard, were kept busy 
throughout the year. These players 
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A and C pictures, has another click- 
ing over the $1,000,000 mark in 
‘Back Street’: Columbia also had a 
quartet of films in this category, 
‘You'll Never Get Rich,’ ‘This Thing 
Called Love,’ ‘Penny Serenade’ and 
‘Arizona.’ 


Arthur Lubin Rates Top 

Directorial Distinction 
beeen 0000 snawk, While “Wind has | _ 2? the field of direction, top honors 

e : ’ S| . 

, ‘ -. | go to the younger generation, with 
passed $18,000,000 4g an senna most potent boxoffice director 
field and is aroun “dhs h the being @ chap from the theatre who 
mark on the world market, wit = hes bath neted and Giactel these. 
expected worldwide take to run be- 47, 21.4 acted on Pre agro aiy all 


— R orang moto pon Ay mmappse ‘finally found a niche handling the 
s 


|destinies of the ‘B ‘B’-mi 
side of the States in 1942. It appears | _ - and gprengs 
as though ‘Wind’ 


dividual chore and studios, due to 
consent decree policy of loading 
names in top pictures, have tried to 
corral them under individual com- 
pany banners, but the stars seemed 
to be loathe to a halter, wanting to 
go only where they felt story mate- 
rial would be suitable to histrionic 
ability. 
‘York's’ $4,069,006 





| product. He had experience at sev- 
film ‘Old Homestead,’ due to the fact 


is something of @/| eral studios, winding up at Univer- 
that it repeats and repeats as the 
stage play always did and may b 


five or six years, squeezing all coin 
possible before its retirement. 
Strangely, with a World War on, 
the American public patronized 
heavily this action type of picture 
That is seen by ‘York,’ the season's 
top coin getter; Chaplin's ‘Dictator,’ 
20th-Fox’s ‘Yank in the R.A-F.,’ the 
various Abbott and Costello war 
comedies; ‘Caught in the Draft,’ from 
Paramount; the various war subjects 
ed out by Warners besides 
‘York,’ and, of course, ‘Wind,’ which 
had a war background of ’65. 

In line with the top take of ‘Sgt. 
York,’ next comes Chaplin's ‘Great 
Dictator,’ released in December 1940. 
What with roadshow dates and popu- 
lar price engagements to date, 
though it has not played the pop 
priced houses throughout the domes- 
tic market, it has corralled around 
$2,750,000 to date here, while in Eng- 
land its take has hit around $1,500,- 
000, which is not applicable to its 
designation here as second film of 
the year. 

Close to it in gross comes Metro’s 
‘Honky Tonk,’ which shows around 
$2,650,000 in the domestic market, 
with ‘Yank in the RAF.” a 20th- 
Fox opus, running neck-and-neck 
with Metro’s ‘Philadelphia Story,’ at 
around $2,500,000. Warners’ ‘Dive 
Bomber ’is destined to hit around 
the $2,200,000 mark as is ‘Caught in 
the Draft,’ starring Bob Hope, from 
Paramount. ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (Jack 
Benny-20th) is also in this class, with 
‘Men of Boys Town’ from Metro, 
and also ‘Andy Hardy’s Private 
Secrétary’ from the latter company. 

On the whole, Hollywood has had 
more pictures in the top coin take 
brackets this year than at any other 
time in its existence. The class of 
films that hit between $1,500,000 to 
$2,000,000 is plentiful. Thus, War- 
ners’ ‘John Doe’ hit around $1,800,- 
000, and in same category is ‘Zieg- 
feld Girl’ (M-G), ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G), ‘Sun Valiey Serenade’ 
(20th), ‘Down Argentina Way’ 
(20th), ‘Birth: of the Blues’ (Par), 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G), ‘Bride Came 
C.0.D.! (WB), and ‘Aloma of the 
South Seas’ (Par). 


Three A.-C. Comedies, 
$6,000,000 U.S. Gross 


The quartet of pictures turned out 
by Universal, starring newcomers to 


cial mention. This duo turned out 
‘Buck Privates,’ ‘In the Navy,’ ‘Hold 
That Ghost’ and ‘Keep ’em Flying.’ 
Three of them, based on war sub- 
jects, will bring in a total of around 
$6,000,000 in the domestic market. 
For a starring team, this is miracul- 
ous. U, in its entire history ,has not 
had any such coin-attracting com- 
bination for the boxoffice. 
Plenty $1,000,000 Grossers 


An abundance of product in 1941 
domestically grossed over the $1,- 
000,000 mark. There was a sprink- 
ling of them from all the com- 
panies, the list comprising ‘Flight 
Command (Metro), ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
(RKO), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), ‘Lit- 
tle Foxes’ (RKO), ‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry’ (RKO), ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
(WB), ‘Sante Fe Trail’ (WB), ‘Knute 
Rockne’ (WB), ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th), ‘Weekend in 
Havana’ (20th), ‘They Met in Bom- 
bay’ (Metro), ‘Billy the Kid’ 
(Metro), ‘Flight Command’ (Metro). 

In this category from Paramount 
were ‘Nothing But the Truth, ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor, ‘Road to Zanzibar’ 
and ‘Virginia.’ From United Artists 
in the front line were ‘The Western- 
er’ and ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ Also 
worthy mention was what Warners 
had in the ‘B’ bracket, a sleeper, 
‘Maltese Falcon,’ which came through 
to better than a $1,000,000 take in 





rate from $50,000 to $150,000 an in- 


sight. Universal, besides 


| Sal. 


; | Small-budget type intil Abbott & 


. - | Costello came 
in general circulation for another | 





Product he handled was of the 


along—and Arthur 
Lubin thus got his big chance to 
direct them. 

First released was ‘Buck Privates’ 
which took theatregoers by storm. 
Then along came ‘In the Navy,’ 
which had been made subsequent to 
‘Hold That Ghost,’ but was released 
first. Following ‘Ghosts’ came the 


current boxoffice record-destroyer, 
‘Keep ’Em Flying.’ Lubin, who was 
considered just another camera 


flagger, is now the leader of the en- 
tire topflight group of directors with 
respect to getting coin into the box- 


office. 
Schertzinger’s Biggies 

Second honors go to Victor Schert- 
zinger, who died several months ago. 
Schertzinger had an up-and-down 
career as a director until about year 
ago, when Paramount started giving 
him assignments that were of impor- 
tance, and he brought through three 
top b.o. pictures—‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ ‘Road to Zanzibar’ and 
‘Birth of the Blues.’ Schertzinger 
was considered top goin-getting di- 
rector by the company. He had been 
within a week of completion of “The 


| Fleet’s In’ at the time of his demise. 





10 Top Money Directors 





Arthur Lubin 

*Victor Schertzinger 

Howard Hawks 

William B. Seitz 

Raoul Walsh 

William Wyler 

Michael Curtiz 

Jack Conway 

Charlie Chaplin 

H. Bruce ‘Lucky’ Humberstone 





* Deceased. 











films, Abbott and Costello rate spe- 


the four ! 


| That picture is rated highly for the 
| 1942 entries. 

| Howard 
| direction of ‘Sergeant York,’ the top 
| money-getting picture of the year. 
He also directed ‘Bal! of Fire,’ which 
| B0es into 1942 distribution. 


Hawks is No. 3 for his 


Along- 
side Hawks comes William B. Seitz, 


| who has been megging the Andy 


| Hardy series since inception at Met- 
ro. This year he had two of the 
series—‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ 
and ‘Andy Hardy’s Private Secre- 
tary,’ both boxoffice knockouts. 

Raoul Walsh’s trio at Warners give 
him No. 5 spot in the directorial 
lineup. They were ‘Strawberry 
Blonde,’ the coin topper of the group; 
| “High Sierra’ and ‘Manpower.’ Walsh, 
who years back was tops in the di- 
rectorial ranks, was a bit off on pic- 
tures until he hit the Warner lot, 
where he again is considered among 
the top directors of the year. His 
| latest opus, ‘They Died With Their 
|Boots On,’ is expected to gross 
|} around the $1,000,000 level and bet- 
| ter. Willie Wyler rates next honors, 
with three films, two of them for 
Sam Goldwyn—The Westerners’ and 
‘Little Foxes’; the third, ‘The Letter.’ 

Michael Curtiz, who always has 
had money-getting picture-making 
assignments, follows with ‘Dive 
Bomber,’ ‘Santa Fe Trail’ and ‘Sea 
Wolf’ to his credit at Warners. Jack 
Conway is the only Metro director 
to come into top listing this year, 
having turned out ‘Honky Tonk,’ top 
company picture this year, and ‘Love 
Crazy.’ In his wake is Charlie Chap- 
lin, who takes screen credit for his 
starring pic, ‘Great Dictator.’ Wind- 
ing up the 10 toppers is H. Bruce 
‘Lucky’ Humberstone, who also grad- 
uated from the ‘B’ directorial ranks 
this year to turn out top money films 
for 20th-Fox. Humberstone has to 
his credit ‘Sun Valley Serenade,’ a 
very heavy grosser; ‘Tall, Dark and 
Handsome’ and ‘Hot Spot.’ 

Only 2 Holdovers 

It’s rather strange that the top 

film money directors this year in- 





| then again, improper casting as well 


clude only two of those listed last 
year, and that new personalities have 
sprung up in that field, despite the 
fact that the old line directors were 
still making film. Quite a number of 
new directors were given a chance 
by the various studios and came 
through most creditably with their 
assignments. 


TS 


so from the suburban or co 
wide smaller cities and towns. 

Columbia and Universal, both of 
which do not subscribe to the terms 
of the consent decree and sold their 
product in bulk, led with this type of 
film. Columbia led with »40 and 
Universal came next with 37, while 
United Artists, also out of the con. 
fines of the decree, had four—three 
of them Hal Roach films made esper 


untry. 





One phase of the standard topnotch | cially for tail end of the important 


boys landing high on the heap is that | 


shows, to sort of give a lengthy main 
feature a little more time ballast, 


they sort of curtailed on quantity of | In the group that came under the 


production. For instance, in the solo | 


consent decree, 20th-Fox led the fleld 


and duo production list were Frank | W!th 34, Warners close with 32; next 


Capra, who made ‘John Doe,’ Norman | 


Taurog, who turned out ‘Men of! 
Boys Town,’ Elliott Nugent, who) 
turned out ‘Nothing Eut the Truth,’ 


Garson Kanin, ‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry; Robert Z. Leonard, ‘The 
Ziegfeld Girl’ and when ‘Ladies 


Meet;’ George Stevens, ‘Penny Sere- 
nade;’ E. H. Griffith, ‘One Night in 
Lisbon’ and ‘Virginia’ for Paramount; 
Rouben Mamoulian, ‘Blood and 
Sand;’ William Keighley, ‘Bride Came 
C.0.D.’ and ‘Four Mothers; Victor 
Fleming, ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde;’ 
Mervyn LeRoy, ‘Blossoms in the 
Dust;’ Frank Borzage, ‘Flight Com- 
mand and ‘Smilin’ Thru;’ George 
Cukor, ‘Philadelphia Story;’ David 


Butler, ‘Caught in the Draft’ and | 


‘You'll Find Out; Alfred Hitch- 
cock, ‘One Foot in Heaven;’ Sam 
Wood, ‘Kitty Foyle;’ Archie Mayo, 
‘Charley’s Aunt;’ Alfred Santell, 
‘Aloma of the South Seas.’ 





Warner Bros. Leader 


With New Directors. 


Of the new directors who came) 
through importantly two were at 
Warners, John Huston, who turned 
out the b.o. sleeper, ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
and Irving Rapper, who made ‘One 
Foot in Heaven.’ At Metro they gave 
David Miller a chance and he turned 
in ‘Billy the Kid.’ Another newcomer 
from the theatre, Robert Stevenson, 
produced ‘Back Street’ at U, and, 
of course, Orson Welles, new to the 
biz, turned out ‘Citizen Kane’ at) 
RKO. At the same studio another of | 
the lower bracket directors, Jack | 
Hively, got a promotion and made 
the comeback film for Gloria Swan- 
son, with Adolphe Menjou opposite, 
‘Father Takes a Wife.’ 


Seems quite apparent that much 
new blood will come through in the 
directorial ranks whenever studios 
give its dialog directors an oppor- 
tunity to head the film-making, as 
well as elevating the boys who have 
been serving their apprenticeship in 
the lower-budgeted films to the 
higher bracket pix. 


Dressing Up the B’s 


With the go-called abandonment— 
for publicity purposes, but not ac- 
tually of the ‘B’ class of product, | 
studios minimized this group, espe- 
cially the larger majors, and stepped 
up budget considerably to turn out 
a sort of ‘A’ grade film that would 
gross between the $500,000 and $800,- 
000 figure, as well as another group 
that hit around the $300,000 to $450,- 
000 income class. These pictures 
were mostly improved by more im- 
portant casting and embellishment 
as well as given seasoned directors. 
This, of course, was to stress the im- 
portance of the consent decree to 
the exhib who, since Sept. 1, have 
been buying minimum packages of 





five films from five of the major 
companies, Metro, Paramount, RKO. | 
Warners and 20th-Fox. Some of 
these films came up to expectancy, 
but others missed fire considerably. 

It was overambitiousness that! 
brought about this condition. In| 
some instances it was story material: | 


as overambition in trying to inject 
something into an effort which did 
not lend itself to producing some- 
thing meritorious. But as long as 
Hollywood has to meet the require- 
ment of theatres playing double bills, 
this condition is bound to prevail. 
Therefore one finds films known as 
‘second features,’ or ‘bottom of the 
bill” or going into slough houses, 
never hitting the screens of the top 
first runs. 


The industry turned out a total of 
234 films of this type. There is little 
doublt but that the majority of them 
earned their salt, or warranted mak- 
ing, but did not tend to lend any 
artistic dignity to the screen, and 
might have been responsible in the 
early part of four first months of the 
season for public squawks about ‘bad 
pictures’ reaching the theatres. This 
especially from the bread-and-butter 














theatres in the key centers, and more 





being RKO, with 30; Metro had 27 
while Paramount had 24. : 


Warners Takes the Lead 
After Decree; Par Second 


In analyzing the company product 
for the year, Metro started off with 
most of the top pictures for the sea. 
son. It had the run of the field, but 
when consent decree selling ‘tame 
about it started to skid, with War. 
ners coming into the top spot and 
Paramount right alongside. Latter 
company, with new setup of execu- 
tives and producers as well as man- 
agement, over a year in operations 
made the most marked strides of the 
year, and indications are, should it 
be kept up, the company will prob- 
ably be the topper by the end of 
next year. 

Metro, of course, has had the ad- 
vantage in the past 15 years over the 
other companies, due to its top talent 
roster. However, the femmes in this 
name contingent have been weaken- 
ing gradually, with a youngster just 
come out of adolescence from the 
juniof and co-star ranks now leading 
the femme adult contingent. 

Warners have held their own 
through development of new and 
synthetic talent, but mostly through 
subject-matter of films and _ ex- 
ploitation and selling campaigns. 

Paramount, on the other hand, has 
been making use of its talent, which 
has been considerably developed 
since the new regime started there. 
It has few names under wraps which 
may come out importantly during 
the coming year. 

At 20th-Fox they have developed 
some new talent, both male and 
femme, that has been helpful on 
product and caused the company to 
show somewhat better on product 
rating than it has in past few years. 

At RKO, where there has been 
operating turmoil, the production for 
the year is most indicative of that 
condition. Currently studio has no 
magnetic top star under contract and 
depends entirely on freelance top 
rungers to be the stanchions for their 


respective product. New manage- 
ment has been in for second time 
within year since July 1. and is striv- 
ing for results, but lack of coopera- 


tion all around has made the results 
spotty. 


Universal’s Hoke Pix 
Bolster That Company 


Universal, on the other hand, has 
been most lucky since the advent of 
its present management, and with the 
value of Deanna Durbin starting to 
shrink somewhat at the b.o. pulled 
out of the hat a couple of burlesque 
comics, who hit overnight with the 
first of a quartet of hoke pictures 
that have been. the mainstay for 
many a theatre in which they were 
presented. These films were made 
with no pretense or lavishness, just 
for belly laughs and clicked like 
magic. Universal, on other hand, for 


its general production has depended 
mostly on the freelance market for 
stellar names. Also it, as well 8s 


Columbia, had a few package pictures 
given it by Charles Kenneth Feld- 
man, an agent, that proved most 
meritorious. Columbia, being in same 
boat as Universal and RKO, also had 
to depend almost entirely on its OP- 
portunity to get the one-picture stars. 
It, however, developed during the 
year a femme who shculd be good 
star timber. 

Not to be lost sight of is the United 
Artists production group. Though 
the company did not show much in 
product for the market during 1941, 
it is now reorganized and gives 
promise of releasing through its largé¢ 
group of member owners and con- 
tributing producers an adequate 
amount of product in 1942. oA 

Then there is Republic. Its: mail 
stay continues to be Gene Autry, 
who heads the contingent of western 
singing stars, but the company since 
Herbert J. Yates took it over number 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Kay goes for Shakespeare, Ginny goes for Kay, Lupe loops for Jawn, |‘ 
My] and Jawn goes Kay-razy...as the screen explodes in a cascade of XC : 
music, dancing, song and laughs!...It’s the Hip-Hep Happy Hit that ‘/‘\ Y 
x means money in the hank wherever folks gather for fun— and that 
XX Includes your town, and yours and YOURS! 
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(Continued from page 20) 

of years ago, and with acquisition of 
Jimmy Grainger for its product mar- 
keting, has been getting more and 
more ambitious. This year has been 
an unusual one, marked by boxoffice 
returns warranting bigger type of 
production. This company with the 
marked improvement it has been 
showing during the past four years 
no doubt will soon climb onto the 
bandwagon with the major econtin- 
gent of producers and distributors. 
Evidence of the ambitiousness to be 
among the leaders of the industry is 
the joining of Republic with them 
in the fold of the Motion Picture 
Producers Association some months 
ago. 

Monogram has been going its way 
steadily, with its average of produc- 
tion, and now and then an outstand- 
ing picture. Another company in the 
same category, but unusually am- 
bitious, is the Producers Releasing 
Corp., which is turning out, for the 
year, 20 features and 18 westerns. 
Though it has not access to names or 
near-names of present day produc- 
tion, it is capitalizing on names of 
yesterday that are still remembered 
by theatre-goers. These names have 
acting importance and consequently 
are helpful to. this medium-budgeted 
product. 


War, Propaganda Films 
In H’wood’s Varied Output 


Year’s product was pretty much 
varied. There was quite a bit of 
war film. which proved itself the 
leader. Then there was the so-called 
propaganda film, that today is con- 
sidered oke with respect to enemy 
atrocities. Metro, Warners and 20th- 
Fox turned out these pictures. But, 
due to controversy and an isolation- 
istic trend of mind around the na- 





tion—until Pear! Harbor, of course— 


it did not garner the coin that it} Metro star. 


might have justified. 
is cooperating with the government 
and will have a flock of this type of 
pictures as well as ‘Star-Svangled 
Banner’ category that they feel are 
pu'sating at this time for the public. 


Of course, added to these will be the 
films turned out by the Research 
Council pf the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences for the 
education and information of Army 
trainees. Much of this subject-mat- 
ter will hit general release for the 
public, and though given theatres 
without rental charge may help 
unify a general program in value. 


Filmusicals’ Comeback 

Musicals started coming back auite 
a bit during the year, with Metro 
and 20th-Fox being the leaders in 
this division. Latter company used 
South American background for most 
of its musical product. in line with | 
the Rockefeller goodwill idea toward | 
the Latin nations. There was quite| 
a bit of production aimed at the 
Latin-American market in the drama 
and light comedy stvle of pictures, 
but it sort of missed fire. The Latins 
are still complaining that the Ameri- 
can conception of their countrymen 
is still a bit off key. 

Warner had a few pictures with 
musical background. Paramount did 
pretty well along these lines also. 
Universal made pictures with song 
embellishment, mostly in the lower 
class cost division, all proved profit- 
able. 

There should be an avalanche of 
musicals coming forth in 1942. as it | 
is figured this type of light comedy | 
is ripe for the public right now. | 
The biographical pictures, as well as| 








stamina by not working too fre- 
quently. Many of the people in these 
brackets limited themselves to 
chores and earnings, feeling they did 
not want to give the government too 
much of their earnings in taxes. This 
condition prevailed up to start of the 
war, but looks as though now those 
who have been sitting on the fence 
in this respect will decide to give 
their all to the defense program of 
the screen. It will mean that many 
may contribute coin garnered for 
part of their services directly to the 
government, and in this way prove 
their patriotism as well as putting a 
firmer grip on their status of ‘neces- 
sity’ to production, 
Stars’ Donations 

Cary Grant was first of the Holly- 
wood contingent to give up coin in 
this way. He did so on two pictures. 
On one he made a contribution to 
British War Relief, and*the other he 
spread the coin between British and 
American charities. Edward G. Rob- 
inson gave the $100,000 he got for} 
one picture in its entirety to the 
United Service Organizations, 


The industry has another problem 


to face—talent and manpower in all 
branches. 


Though the film industry 
is part of the National Defense force 


and uses its talent to make propa- 
ganda and trainee films, quite a per- 
centage of its productive forces, es- 
pecially those between the ages of 
21-35, who come under the provi- 
sions of the original draft measure, 


are bound to be affected. Then, too, 
with the new draft laws raising the 


limit to 45 years, an additional por- 
tion will be added to the toll taken 
by the service. This was done in the 
last World War, which had actors 
from this infant industry as well as 
technicians, cameramen, camouflag- 
ers, etc. 


First of the star group to hit the 


ranks of the service was James Stew- 


art, who was on the upbeat as a 
Wayne Morris, Warner 


Industry now|star, joined the Navy and various 


other players find themselves sub- 
ject to call. 


Mickey Rooney No. 1 Star 
In Draft Age Bracket 


Metro, of course, has the No. 1 
boxoffice magnet in the 21-year-old 
class, Mickey Rooney. He registers 
in January although it is hardly 
likely that he will get into the serv- 
ice due to fact he stands five foot, 
two inches, while minimum height is 
five foot four inches for induction. 
However, he may grow. Other stu- 
dios have juves, not so prominent 
as yet from a boxoffice standpoint, 
but of sufficient value that, in case 
they are inducted, their absence will 
be felt. They already are starting 
to worry how they will be able to 
replace them. 

With respect to directors, most of 
the top rankers have been keen to 
get into action. “Studios have told 
them to wait, that they could con- 
tribute plenty by sticking to their 
directorial posts and that the Gov- 
ernment would call for them when 
they were needed. Most of the di- 
rectorial as well as camera element 
will wind up in the Signal Corps of 
the Army. Many of them are al- 
ready in the Signal Corps Reserves 
which is making trainee films. Col. 
Nathan Levenson of Warners is com- 
manding officer of this outfit, with 
Lt. Col. Darryl Zanuck, executive or 
producing officer. He has quite a 
lot of studio executives, directors 
and writers in the setup and most of 
them have already contributed time 


remakes, were quite plentiful during | and work to making of trainee films. 


the year. So were the whodunits. 
Heavy drama proved somewhat too | 
heavy, and character delineations| 


However, ranks of the directors 
will be depleted shortly by Frank 
Capra, William Wyler, John Huston, 


proved none too tempting to the | Lothar Mendes and score of others 
ticket-buyers, though some of these | going into the service within next 


films can qualify as highly commend-| 
able prestige product. 

With the consent decree still in| 
effect, many of the companies have 
pictures already completed or in 
work for the spring season. Likeli- 
hood is that, due to war, studios will 
try to keep in step, and sort of gauge 
mew product with subject-matter 
acceptable to the patriotic public 
At the same time, the costs on these 
pictures will not be burdensome on 














the makers. Then again, too, it might | 


give the studios an opportunity to 
get away from big names to carry 
the films and supplant them with 
talent they are now trying to de- 
velop. 

One of big problems the studios 
have had for past couple of years is 
stars, featured players, directors and 
writers getting high bracket coin 


trying to protect their energy and| prime b.o. draught that keeps the | where. 


two months. The Navy has its re- 
serves, too, having already taken 
Commander John Ford from 20th- 
Fox, Lieut. Commander Gene Mar- 
key from Columbia, Lieut. Comman- 
der Eugene Zukor from Paramount 
and a score of cameramen, assistant 
directors and technicians who held 
reserve commissions. Besides these 
Hollywood lost quite a large num- 
ber of men during the training pe- 
riod, some of them having enlisted 
in the 22d Battalion of Marines 
while others were drafted. 


Series Pictures Continue; 
‘Andy Hardy’ Still Tops 


Studios are still continuing with 
their series pictures. Metro has had 
top luck in this field with the ‘Andy 





Hardys.’. Mickey Roeney is the 


Radio Recruits 





From radio, considerable new 
talent was recruited in 1941 for 
films. 

Swinging over from the kilo- 
cycle were Betty Jane Rhodes, 
Ginny Simms, Barbara Jo Allen, 
Cliff Nazarro, Ezra Stone, Martha 
O'Driscoll, Frances’ Clifford, 
Van Heflin, Jack Carson, Bob 
Crosby, Virginia Vale, Oscar Le- 
vant, Andrews Sisters, Abbott 
and Costello, Merry Macs and 
Horace Heidt. 








series on top. Studio still holds the 
overhead within reasonable figures, 
making this series the most profit- 
able at the boxoffice of all produc- 
tion coming from the lot. 

The ‘Dr. Kildare’ series, though 
improving, is still secondary; ditto 
the ‘Mazie’ stories. 

Paramount, figuring on the radio 
popularity, has plugged along with 
the Henry Aldrich series, but to date 
the public has not given its nod to 
the screen fare as it has to the radio 
program. Universal has an action 
series with Leo Carrillo-Andy De- 
vine-Nick Foran that is in same 
class with others. Company also has 
a ‘Dead End’ kid series. Columbia 
has its ‘Blondie’ series which also 
has a radio outlet, but the films are 
of no particular consequence so far 
as b.o. prestige is concerned. RKO 
has eliminated the ‘Saint’ series and, 
instead, has the ‘Scattergood Baines’ 
and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ series with 
Lupe Velez and Leon Errol, while 
20th-Fox has the Michael Shayne 
mystery group, having abandoned 
the ‘Charlie Chan’ series. Larry 
Darmour has the ‘Ellery Queen’ 
series released through Columbia, 
another figured to draw on popu- 
larity of its radio character for the 
screen. Republic has started the 
‘Mister District Attorney’ series and 
is said to have met with good re- 
sponse from its accounts. 

Serials still have not gone out of 
vogue. Universal is still making 
them; also Republic, and Larry Dar- 
mour makes four annually for Co- 
lumbia release. These films are most 
popular for the cheaper admission 
houses in nabes as well as for kid- 
trade. 


Metro Continues As Top 
Studio in Star Power 


Metro, as usual with its star- 
studded roster, had the most glitter- 
ing assemblage of personalities for 
the exhib to depend on. They started 
the season off in good shape but 
when the package selling came, other 
companies sort of knocked off the 
edge, despite the fact their casting 
facilities were not as extensive as 
Metro’s. 

Star roster from last year is minus 
five names; Rosalind Russell, who 
quit to freelance; Eddie Cantor, who 
made one; Fred Astaire, who did 
likewise, and Margaret Sullavan. 
Also lacking is any product with 
Robert Donat. Star list has two ad- 
ditions for 1941; ‘Red’ Skelton, 
brought in from the theatre and 
starred in his first opus ‘Whistlin’ in 
the Dark,’ and Melvyn Douglas, who 
had been starred elsewhere. 


Leader this year was Clark Gable 
in the money-drawing name section, 
with Mickey Rooney coming up 
alongside of him, with Robert Taylor 
jumping from 10th position to third 
from last year. Also way up is 
leader of the femme contingent, Lana 
Turner, who gives promise of being 
Metro’s reigning star within a year 
or two to come, if fitted with the 
proper vehicles. James Stewart, now 
fin the army, lost rating through lack 
of production, 


Hedy LaMarr, who last year was 
also in the list for the record stars, 
hops to the fore in the °'41 group. 
Spencer Tracy slipped from the sec- 
ond spot of the previous year to No. 
7, this being due to limitation of 
product for him, as one yarn he was 
to have worked in, ‘The Yearling’ had 
been placed in mothballs and he took 
time out waiting for it to start. 


Balance of the listing is just ac- 
cording to boxoffice merits of the 








personalities. Marx Bros, did their 
final opus on the year’s program. 
Garbo goes off listing for next year as 
| She freelances in the future, while 
Norma Shearer did not appear in 
any 1941 releases. 

In the featured division on the lot 
there are quite a number of players 








who would find star rating else- 
Walter Pidgeon, who has 


been under personal grooming by 
Louis B. Mayer, turns out to be tops 
in his section, taking over spot that 
Lew Ayres has held for several 
years, with the latter dropping back 
to the third niche, and Robert Young 
going into the deuce spot from 14th 
position. Edward Arnold, who has 
now confined his entire picture mak- 
ing activity to his home lot, is to be 
found right among the leaders in 
audience popularity, with Laraine 
Day, the leader of the femme contin- 
gent of feature artists. Frank Mor- 
gan is of the surefire type to be up 
toward the vanguard and is greatly 
helped by his radio work. 


Studio has quite a few newcomers 
who may find themselves in more 
potent spots on the lot should their 
work keep progressing from the pace 
they set. Among them are Ruth 
Hussey, Donna Reed, Robert Sterling, 


METRO 


—_ —— 


Stars 


CLARK GABLE 
MICKEY ROONEY 
ROBERT TAYLOR 
LANA TURNER 
JAMES STEWART 
HEDY LAMARR 
SPENCER TRACY 
LIONEL BARRYMORE 
JUDY GARLAND 
MYRNA LOY 
WILLIAM POWELL 
WALLACE BEERY 
GREER GARSON 

ANN SOTHERN 

JOAN CRAWFORD 
NELSON EDDY 
JEANETTE MacDONALD 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
GRETA GARBO 
ELEANOR POWELL 
MARX BROTHERS 
MELVYN DOUGLAS 
RED SKELTON 
*NORMA SHEARER 


*No pictures released this year. 


Featured 


Walter Pidgeon 
Robert Young 
Lew Ayres 
Edward Arnold 
Laraine Day 
Frank Morgan 
Maureen O’Sullivan 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Lewis Stone 
George Murphy 
Dan Dailey, Jr. 
Ruth Hussey 
Ann Rutherford 
Fay Holden 
Donald Meek 
Marsha Hunt 
Marjorie Main 
Conrad Veidt 
Henry O'Neill 
Virginia O’Brien 
Virginia Weidler 
Donna Reed 
Robert Sterling 
Ian Hunter 

Lee Bowman 
Patricia Dane 
Kathryn Grayson 
John Carroll 
Reginald Owen 
Tony Martin 
Fay Bainter 
Inez Cooper 
William Post, Jr. 
Cecilia Parker 
Felix Bressart 
Tom Conway 
Philip Dorn 
Marta Eggerth 
Sarah Haden 
Virginia Grey 
Van Heflin 
William Lundigan 
Bouglas McPhail 
Jean Rogers 











Lee Bowman, Pat Dane, John Car- 
roll, Van Heflin and William Lundi- 
gan. Metro has augmented this force 
with many new faces that will be 
seen in the '42 product release and 
they consequently do not show in 
the listing for the current year, as do 
only those who have been seen in 
films released during the period. 


Warners Balances Star 
Roster; Cagney No. 1 


Warners seems to like to balance 
its star contingent, with result the | 
studio dropped seven from this col- 
umn who were listed last year and 
added seven new ones. The new- 
comers are Ronald Reagan, who last 
year led the feature group and this 








| year holds the seventh spot in the 


———— 


star contingent, just a niche above 
Joan Leslie, who was an instant sen. 
sation in ‘Sergeant York.’ George 
Raft moved his base here for the 
year and joined the roster, as did 
Ida Lupino, who starred opposite 
him in ‘They Drive By Night.’ Then 
also upped from the ranks were 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, Brenda Mar- 
shall and Dennis Morgan, while 
Jimmy Durante also cropped into 
the fold with work in two films that 
do not come under the 1941 listing, 
They are ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
and ‘You're in the Army Now,’ 
Also reinstated to the star fold was 
John Garfield, who had been miss- 
ing for a year. Those who bid fare- 
well to the WB star group during 
year were Sylvia Sidney, who did 
one film released during the year, 
Merle Oberon, Rosemary Lane, Paul 
Muni, Pat O’Brien, Majorie Ram- 
beau and Miriam Hopkins. 
Leading the Warner contingent 
was its top star of many years be- 
fore, James Cagney, with Bette 
Davis moving up to second spot 


WARNERS 


Stars 


JAMES CAGNEY 
BETTE DAVIS 
ERROLL FLYNN 
HUMPHREY BOGART 
ANN SHERIDAN 
EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
RONALD REAGAN 
JOAN LESLIE 

OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND 
PRISCILLA LANE 
JOHN GARFIELD 
GEORGE BRENT 
GEORGE RAFT 

IDA LUPINO 
JEFFREY LYNN 
GERALD FITZGERALD 
BRENDA MARSHALL 
DENNIS MORGAN 
MERLE OBERON 
WAYNE MORRIS 
SYLVIA SIDNEY 
JIMMY DURANTE 











Featured 


Donald Crisp 
Alan Hale 
George Tobias 
Jane Wyman 
Jack Carson 
Sydney Greenstreet 
Raymond Massey 
William T. Orr 
Hattie McDaniel 
Anthony Quinn 
Phil Silvers 
Alexis Smith 
Hobart Bosworth 
Gene Lockhart 
Richard Whorf 
Maris Wrixon 
De Wolfe Hopper, Jr. 
Roland Drew 
Nancy Coleman 
Elizabeth Fraser 
Craig Stevens 
Mary Brodel 
Julie Bishop 
Keith Douglas 
Willie Best 
Peggy Diggins 
George Meeker 
Eleanor Parker 
Regis Toomey 
John Ridgely 
Richard Travis 
Beth Drake 
Dorothy Kelly 
George Campeau 
Michael Ames 
Lorraine Gettman 
Georgia Carroll 
Adele Longmire 
Susan Peters 








from the third groove and Errol 
Flynn slipping in there from the 
lead position. Rest of stars lingered 


at same value as they had year be- 
fore. 


Miss Davis is a favorite with ex- 
hibitors and public—but the choice 
of her material for the year kept 
her from high money rating of past 
seasons. Of her pictures, only ‘Bride 
Came C.O.D.,’ co-starred with James 
Cagney, reached her normal_high. 
‘The Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘The Little 
Foxes’ (Goldwyn-RKO) missed the 
sock mark. 


In the featured division, Warners’ 
strength lies mostly among the male 
contingent. Donald Crisp and Alan 
Hale are the top mounters of the 
featured class, with George Tobias 
next and liable to lead that group 
in another year or so. The femme 
mob is led by Jane Wyman, one of 
the lot’s standbys, who, at one time, 
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class to 
in star 

aed, Ronald Reagan, 
this year. 


There are in 


which her hus- 
was elevated 


this group i a 
stellar quali a 
stander se themselves important. 
ee those that can forge ahead 
ro Phil Silvers, Alexis Smith, Jack 
Carson, Sidney Greenstreet, Bill Orr, 
ancy Coleman, Elizabeth Fraser, 
Julie Bishop and Lorraine Gettman. 
With that Warner exploitation and 
synthetic buildup from the Einfeld 
department most any of them can 
become overnight stars. 


13 New Stars on 20-Fox 
List; Berle Moving Up 
ryl| Zanuck at 20th-Fox al- 
a Saas new blood. If the old 
does not show potent value it goes 
and something new crops up in its 
stead. There are 13 new stars on 
the company roster this year while 





~ 20TH-FOX 


Stars 


TYRONE POWER 
SONJA HENIE 
BETTY GRABLE 
JACK BENNY 
ALICE FAYE 
CARMEN MIRANDA 
JOHN PAYNE 
GENE TIERNEY 
HENRY FONDA 
DON AMECHE 
CESAR ROMERO 
JANE WITHERS 
RANDOLPH SCOTT 
LLOYD NOLAN 
GEORGE MONTGOMERY 
LINDA DARNELL 
IDA LUPINO 

STAN LAUREL 
OLIVER HARDY 
JACK OAKIE 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
CAROLE LANDIS 
MAUREEN O’HARA 


Featured 


Milton Berle 
Roddy McDowall 
Laird Cregar 
Dana Andrews 
George Sanders 
Charlotte Greenwood 
John Carradine 
Lynn Bari 
Sheldon Leonard 
John Loder 

Jane Darwell 
Brenda Joyce 
Nancy Kelly 
Mary Beth Hughes 
Marjorie Weaver 
Sheila Ryan 

John Shepperd 
John Kimbrough 
Cornell Wilde 
Virginia Gilmere 
John Shelton 
Mary Howard 
Joan Davis 
Arleen Whelan 
Cobina Wright, Jr. 
Lynn Roberts 
Kenneth Alexander 
Robert Conway 
Robert Lowery 
Anne Baxter 
Stanley Clements 
Robert Weldon 
Alan Curtis 

Basil Walker 
Nicholas Brothers 
Elena Verdugo 
Ted North 

Janis Carter 

Ann Todd 

Jan Clayton 

Dale Evans 


—— 











five toppers are out and the sixth, 
Jane Withers, quits with the new 
year. Those who faded from last 
year’s listing are Shirley Temple, 
Joan Bennett, Sidney Toler, with 
abandonment of the ‘Chan’ series; 
John Barrymore and Richard 
Greene, who is in the British Army. 
To augment the list that remained 
were added Betty Grable, who is 
third in the contingent of money 
getters; Jack Benny, who did one 
film, ‘Charley's Aunt’; Carmen Mi- 
Tanda, John Payne, who likely will 
forge ahead of Tyrone Power within 
@ year or two; Gene Tierney, on 
wet own lot also on a loanout for 
Guntown (Wanger) and ‘Shanghai 
esture’ (UA); Lioyd Nolan, who 
moved over from Paramount where 
® was a featured player; George 
Montgomery, Linda Darnell, Ida 
upino, Laurel and Hardy, gradu- 


~— from Hal Roach, as likewise 


Alice Faye is relegated to the fifth 
spot. Betty Grable, new star timber, 
takes the third spot away from 
Henry Fonda, who lands in back of 
the bunch of new names in ninth 
position. Also to be added to the 
star rating next year will be Roddy 
McDowall, who won his spurs in 
‘How Green Was My Valley.’ 

Milton Berle, who had try at 
films several years ago over at RKO, 
has landed in the 20th family and 
heads the featured group, with Mc- 
Dowall a close second. Dana An- 
drews, who got his start less than 
two years ago, shows up fourth in 
this class and is being groomed for 
top casting honors next year. Most 
of the other featured talent on the 
lot is standard, with indications that 
new potent stellar material will de- 
velop further within its ranks than 
it has, for the majority of these peo- 
ple are pretty well seasoned and 
typed in films already. 


Hope Vice Gary Cooper 
As Par’s Top B.O. Star 





arole Landis and Victor Mature, | 


Paramount’s leader of last year was 
| off the list and therefore Bob Hope 
| climbs from fourth place of last year 
}to replace Gary Cooper, whose last 
|Paramount contribution and credit 
} was ‘Northwest Mounted.” Hope hit 
in cyclonic style this year and should 
hold the top spot as no apparent 
opposition is in the company fold to 
replace him for at least another year. 

Dorothy Lamour, who has been the 
main factor in the femme contingent, 
got her breaks in product during 
the year and took the second spot 
away from Bing Crosby, who is third. 
Jack Benny, having done only one 
Paramount chore, comes next, with 
Claudette Colbert, who has only one- 
picture contract on the lot, coming 
next. 

The studio since its production re- 
organization is out to build new tal- 
ent, and with 12 of the names who 
got top billing in product last year 
missing from the roster, the studio 
has added 13 new ones. Most of 
these are potential stars and as yet 


| PARAMOUNT 


| Stars 


BOB HOPE 

DOROTHY LAMOUR 
BING CROSBY 

JACK BENNY 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
FRED MAC MURRAY 
RAY MILLAND 
MADELEINE CARROLL 
VERONICA LAKE 
PAULETTE GODDARD 
MARY MARTIN 

JOEL McCREA 
ROBERT PRESTON 
WILLIAM HOLDEN 
ELLEN DREW 

SUSAN HAYWARD 
BRIAN DONLEVY 
WILLIAM BOYD 
BETTY FIELD 
CAROLY LEE 

JUDY CANOVA 
JIMMY LYDON 











Featured 


Lynn Overman 
Preston Foster 
Andy Clyde 
Eddie Bracken 
Patricia Morison 
Phil Regan 
Sterling Hayden 
Albert Dekker 
Walter Abel 
Clem Bevans 
Constance Moore 
Martha O’Driscoll 
Mary Anderson 
Susanna Foster 
Eddie (Rochester) 
Betty Jane Rhedes 
Phyllis Ruth 
Virgina Dale 
Frances Farmer 
Frances Gifford 
Katharine Booth 
Richard Denning 
Eva Gabor 
Phillip Terry 
Margaret Hayes 
Betty Brewer 
McDonald Carey 
Oscar Levant 
Don Castle 
Dolly Loehr 
Dolores Casey 
Keith Richards 
Catherine Craig 
Jean Phillips 
Lora Lee 

Laurie Douglass 


Anderson 





Who gets credit rating for the lot | 


a year; Jack Oakie, who hops 

m featured to the star circle, and 

aan O’Hara, with whom 20th 
& joint contract with RKO. 

one Power is still top coin get- 

er for the lot, with Sonja Henie 

PPing into second position, while 


| 








have not shown their b. 0. mettle 
though the studio rates them in this 
class. 

However, those who have got the 
audience oke are Veronica Lake, 


Paulette Goddard, Mary Martin, 
William Holden and Carolyn Lee. | 
The others are figured on being most } 


Quickie Quitter 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Gag making the rounds at 
Quickie plants is: 
‘Any guy who quits here to 
join the Army is a coward.’ 











potent during 1942. Also important 
with the company was William Boyd, 
starred in the Harry Sherman group 
of outdoor ‘Hopalong Cassidy’ series. 
The featured group is pretty well 
standard here, with Lynn Overman 
garnering top honors and Preston 
Foster coming second. Patricia 
Morison, who had been groomed for 
stardom for quite a spell, still has 
not hit it but leads tne feminine 
group of featured players. Phil Re- 
gan, who was counted on to become 
a singing star, will hardly hit the top 
rung and while at Paramount re- 
mains with the secondary group. 


Those in the group that the studio 
banks on building up are Martha 
O'Driscoll, for whom parts are being 
most carefully chosen; Eva Gabor, 
who displays plenty of dramatic 
quality and that s. a. appearance, 


considers most promising. Studio, 
as list shows, depends mostly on sea- 
soned character players for consist- 
ent performance and has topnotchers 
in this class under 26 to 40-week 
tickets. 


RKO’s Reorg Troubles 
Had Effect on Talent 


RKO, as result of all reorganiza- 
tion and management turmoil, was 
weakest of all the companies for per- 
manent star listing. It’s best bet, 
Ginger Rogers, flitted out to free- 
lance, and company, which has been 


RKO 








Stars 
GINGER ROGERS 
ORSON WELLES 


GARY GRANT 
CAROLE LOMBARD 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
JEAN HERSHOLT 
RONALD COLMAN 
MAUREEN O’HARA 
ANNA NEAGLE 
CHARLES LAUGHTON 
BETTE DAVIS 
HERBERT MARSHALL 
KAY KYSER 

ANNE SHIRLEY 

JOAN FONTAINE 
LUPE VELEZ 

LEON ERROL 

KAY FRANCIS 

JAMES ELLISON 
LUCILLE BALL 
EDWARD ARNOLD 
WALTER HUSTON 
GEORGE SANBERS 
WENDY BARRIE 
EDGAR BERGEN 
FIBBER McGEE and MOLLY 
ADOLPHE MENJOU 
GLORIA SWANSON 





JEAN ARTHUR 
ROBERT CUMMINGS 
TIM HOLT 

JACK OAKIE 

BOB CROSBY 

GUY KIBBEE 
ROBERT PRESTON 


Featured 


George Murphy 
Richard Carlson 
Alan Mowbray 
Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers 
Kent Taylor 
Virginia Vale 
Edgar Kennedy 
Joseph Cotten 
Bonita Granville 
Allen Jenkins 
Patsy Kelly 
Anna Lee 

Ginny Simms 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Edmond O’Brien 
Dorothy Lovett 
Dennis O’Keefe 
John Barrymore 
Desi Arnaz 
James Gleason 
Dorothy Comingore 
James Craig 
Frances Neal 
Ruth Warrick 
Ray Whitley 
Joan Carroll 
Rosemary Colman 
Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Ray Collins 
Phyllis Brooks 
Thomas Mitchell 
Gene Raymond 
Charles Coburn 











making its product through individ- 
ual picture deals with outstanding 
stars, had to take its chances on the 
open market for its top talent 
had few package deals brought in, 


and Phyllis Ruth, whom studio also | 











It | 


one by William Dieterle, another by 
Orson Welles, the ‘Scattergood 
Baines’ series produced by Jerry 
Brandt, and a package deal with 
Ronald Colman, 


Another in the group is the Music 
Corp. promotion, which has a Kay 
Kyser-Dave Butler package, and the 
Edgar Bergen-Fibber McGee and 
Molly-Allan Dwan unit. One series 
of actions it has is with Lupe Velez 
and Leon Errevil, and another is a 
series of westerns starring Tim Holt. 
The ‘Doctor Christian’ package, 
which starred Jean Hersholt, is out. 


RKO is figured the problem child 
of Hollywood, and a frequent query 
is, ‘When are they going to get some 
players, or develop some that mean 
boxoffice. Joe Breen and Sol Les- 
ser, who is the former executive pro- 
ducer, have been scouting around, 
but nothing has happened as yet. 
Studio has its talent scouts since 
Breen took over, but their percentage 
of new faces for the outfit has been 
nil. Maybe better luck in 1942, 


UA Looks Ahead to *42 
With D.O. Selznick Active 


United Artists output was rather 
scant during the year in domestic 
product. Alexander Korda led with 
three features, while Hal Roach had 
a couple of full-length pictures but 
mostly fillers. Edward Small, who 
was counted on for quality produc- 
tion, only put through two pictures 
for distribution. The Sol Lesser- 
Ernst Lubitsch unit had one, as did 
Walter Wanger, Loew-Lewin,”Rich- 
ard A. Rowland and Dr. William 
Sekely. And, of course, the one 
Chaplin film, ‘Great Dictator.’ 

For ’42 is promised an abundance 
of production, with Small getting in- 
to gear and David O. Selznick also 
resuming. Selznick had few stars 
and featured players, as well as two 
directors, under contract, but he 
managed to keep overhead pretty 
well covered besides his returns 
from ‘Gone With the Wind’ and ‘Re- 
becca’ of last year, by loaning these 
people out to other producers. 


UNITED ARTISTS 





Charles Chaplin Productions 


Stars 
CHARLES CHAPLIN 


Featured 


Jack Oakie 
Paulette Goddard 
Reginald Gardiner 


Alexander Korda Prod. 


Stars 


VIVIEN LEIGH 
LAURENCE OLIVIER 


Featured 
Conrad Veidt 
Sabu 
June Duprez 
Allan Mewbray 
Gladys Cooper 
John Justin 
Alan Marshall 
Joseph Cotten 
Hans Yaray 


Hal Roach Prod. 
Stars 
ADOLPHE MENJOU 
JOAN BLONDELL 


VICTOR McLAGLEN 
MARJORIE WOODWORTH 


Featured 


Carole Landis 

John Hubbard 
Charies Butterworth 
Roland Young 
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson 
Dennis O’Keefe 
Tom Brown 

Patsy Kelly 

James Gleason 
William Tracy 

Dick Clayton 

Elyse Knox 

Noah Beery, Jr. 
ZaSu Pitts 

Slim Summerville 
Joe Sawyer 

George Givot 
William Bendix 


Sol Lesser-Ernst Lubitsch 


Stars 


MERLE OBERON 
MELVYN DOUGLAS 
BURGESS MEREDITH 


Edward Small Prod. 


Stars 


GEORGE BRENT 
LOUIS HAYWARD 
JOAN BENNETT 


Featured 


Ilona Massey 

Basil Rathbone 
George Sanders 
Florence Bates 


Walter Wanger Pred. 


Stars 
GENE TIERNEY 


Featured 


Bruce Cabot 
George Sanders 
Harry Carey 


Richard A. Rowland Pred 


Stars 
MARTHA SCOTT 


Featured 


William Gargan 
Edmund Gwenn 
Mary Anderson 


William Sekely Prod. 
F aaninell 


Ilona Massey 
Alan Curtis 
Binnie Barnes 
Albert Basserman 


Globe Productions 


(JAMES ROOSEVELT) 














Stars 
JAMES STEWART 


Featured 


Paulette.Goddard 
Charles Winninger 
Horace Heidt 


David Loew-Albert Lewin 


Stars 


FREDRIC MARCH 
MARGARET SULLAVAN 


Featured 


Frances Deée 
Glenn Ford 





— 
A. & C. Now Universal’s 
Chief Power at B.O. 


Universal’s entire top rung founda- 
Dis , j 
{tion pivots around Abbott & Costello. 








They knocked out of the top mounter 
spot for the company, Deanna Dur- 


| bin, who has held the position for 
| quite a few years. U wes in a vul- 
nerable spot for a top grosser until 
|A. & C. came along. Only other 
|star U has under contract is Baby 
Sandy. . 

For its otner top coln-getters it 


| made individual deals, or had them 
| brought in via the package route, 
| such as Charles K. Feldman and 
| Frank Lloyd’s production units. Re- 


|sults proved OK as company prod- 


j}uct and business evidenced during 
| the year. Studio is on hunt for more 
Starring material, but ducking any- 
thing of established calibre due to 


overhead it would have to carry dure 

ing the hiatus period for the stars. 
It has a fairly good feature lineup, 

mostly all standard with a few like 


Carol 3ruce. and Marie Montez, 
whom it is trying to develop into an 
important spot in the upper star 
class. 





UNIVERSAL 


Stars 


ABBOTT AND COSTELLO 
DEANNA DURBIN 
CHAS BOYER—MARG. 
SULLAVAN 
FRANCHOT TONE 
MARLENE DIETRICH 
LORETTA YOUNG 
BRIAN AHERNE 
KAY FRANCIS 
IRENE DUNNE—ROBT. 
MONTGOMERY 
VIRGINIA BRUCE 
CHARLES LAUGHTON 
W. C. FIELDS 


(Continued on page 24), 
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Inside Stuff —Pictures 


l report covering 
ready for issuance until about Jan. 16. 
“foreign territories is mainly responsible for 
postponement in the release this year. Understood in financial circles 
that there will not be much great change in the earlier estimates of net 
profit unless certain year-end adjustments are added in the next week or 
so. This would trim the total. 


Universal's financia 
probably will not be 
jn getting reports from the 


Recent naming of A. Julian Brylawski as OPM consultant in motion 
pictures at Washington is being well received in the film business because 
the industry realizes how much Fe appreciates picture business problems. 
His father built the Earle theatre in Washington, now operated by War- 
ner Bros., and Brylawski long has been identified with film operations. 

Appointment is particularly pertinent as the need for priorities develops 


the fiscal year ended last October | 
Delay | 





go that the filin business will not be overlooked in essential materials. 


While American film shipments continue to Australia and the Far East, 
U. S. film companies have no definite idea on sailing dates because of 
censor:hip on departure reports. Picture firms are only told that shipping 
agencics will handle prints and promise shipment ‘within a week or 10 
days.’ 

Virtually all pic supplies are going out on convoyed U. S. ships. Ships 
are only carrying one master print per picture which can easily be dupli- 
cated in the event of a sinking through a master print at the home office. 





Momentous voices, not always musical but heard with respect around 
the world, are recorded in Metro’s ‘Main Street on the March,’ a short 
subject dealing with American Defense. Among the speakers are Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchi]l, Admiral H.R. Stark, General George C. 
Marshall, William S. Knudsen and the late Neville Chamberlain. 





Restricted working hours under the war alert program kave not 
cramped the endeavors of Sara Allgood, who is playing in three pictures at 
20th-Fox: ‘This Above All,’ ‘Ten Gentlemen From West Point’ and ‘Roxie 
Hart.’ 





| Priorities Stall Pitt 


e a ti 
Gives Staffs of St. Loo Alvin’s Reconstruc ion 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 


Nabes Time Off for Xmas. Slowed down by lack of materials 


‘on account of government priorities, 
Alvin theatre, ace house in the Har- 
ris circuit, won’t be ready to re- 
For what is believed to be the |open until at least first of March, 
first time in the history of flicker | perhaps later. Roof caved in on 
history in the St. Louis area, seven |spot in November, 1940, with num- 
nabes shuttered Xmas eve to enable | ber of people watching film at time 
employes to spend the evening with | miraculously escaping injury. Re- 
their families. The chain headed by | building was delayed because of in- 
Bess Schulter includes the Avalon, | decision on part of Harvard Uni- 
Columbia, Powhattan and Roxy in|versity, which owns the property. 
the city proper |Whken it was finally decided to go 
In adajacent St. Louis County | ahead with the project, steel needs 
three indies joined the move. They | were scarce and work has been pro- 
are the Kirkwood, Kirkwood, Mo.; | gressing slowly. 
Ozark, Webster Groves, Mo., and the | 


Osage, Kirkwood, Mo. oo its imprint on public mind, Har- 


Holiday Eve Shutdown 





St. Louis, Dec. 30. 








{ 
Feeling the roof cave-in may have 
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TOP 1941 STARS AND PIX 





Continued from page 23, 





—-- 








DICK PQOWELL—JOAN 
BLONDELL 

ROBERT PRESTON 

RANDOLPH SCOTT AND 
ELIZABETH BERGNER 

BURGESS MEREDITH 

GLADYS GEORGE 

BABY SANDY 

RUDY VALLEE 

LLOYD NOLAN 

RICHARD ARLEN— 
ANDY DEVINE 

JOHNNY MACK BROWN 

DEAD END KIDS 

JOHN BARRYMORE 


Featured 


Robert Cummings 
Broderick Crawford 
Hugh Herbert 
Leo Carrillo 
Mischa Auer 
Bruce Cabot 
Robert Stack 
Jane Frazee 
Claire Dedd 
Lon Chaney, Jr. 
Patric Knowles 
Maria Montez 
Gloria Jean 
Helen Parrish 
Peggy Moran 
The Andrews Sisters 
Carol Bruce 
Merry Macs 
Samuel S. Hinds 
Robert Paige 
Anne Gwynne 
Anh Nagel 
Butch and Buddy 
Rey Harris 
Shemp Howard 
Kathryn Adams 
Charles Lang 
Marie McDonald 
Richard Davies 
Peter Sullivan 
Evelyn Ankers 
Dorothy Darrell 
Susan Miller 
Nell O’Day 
Elaine Morey 
Beatrice Roberts 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Lewis Howard 


Columbia Picks Up New 
Winner, Rita Hayworth 


Columbia for several years has de- 





lrises have decided to change name 
Quimby Chain’s 10% Raise 


of theatre. Alvin has had that name | 
Fort emia Ind., Dec. 30. 


| ce ntury ago by Alvin Joslyn, an 
actor. Cash prize contest was staged 


Mrs. Helen Quimby, president of ‘to pick another label and while it’s | 
the Quimby Theatres, Fort Wayne, |already been selected, announce- 
has announced a blanket 10% in-|ment won’t be made for a few 
crease in salaries for all employees. | weeks. Since house has been out of 

The increase, effective immedi- |commission, Harris first-run product 


ately, will affect 150 employees, and | kas been playing the Senator, which 
add about $25,000 to the theatres’ an-| was previously the chain’s slough 
nual payroll. j}and holdover spot. 












































3 "Nee ew Wak Mcatine: 
— MUSIC HALL | Opens Thurs., Jan 1 


“THE MAN WHO 
CAME TO DINNER” 


A Warner Bros. Hit With 
| Bette Davis @ Ann Sheridan 
| 


“BABES ON 
BROADWAY" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Monty Woolley @ Jimmy Durante 


In Person 
AND HIS 


orcn,. JIMMY DORSEY 
STRAND Bway & 47th St. 


LOEW’S | Starts Thu Jan. 7 aaa be) sa oa 





























Times | Jeanette MacDonald 
STATE Sq. Brian A erne ‘1TH WEEK! 
= ae peg s Wed. ‘SMILIN’ 


THROUGH’ 


In Technicolor 


, VYSER 
wr. AY MATES’ 


ED. ‘SULLIVAN } 

& Dawn Patrol Revue | In Person 
BENAY VENUTA LUCILLE BALL 
CROSS & DUNN DES! ARNAZ 





B OSNEY's Dumas 


S3ed St. 5 ROADWAY -Ci 6-5353 


Popular Prices—Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 
Mezz. Seat: _Reserve din Advance 








Starting Wed. 
Go gay with 


B'WAY & 
47th St. - 


‘HOW GREEN WAS 


Sroadwas 


GARBO LAFF-HIT 


'Two-Faced Woman’ 


Stat Street 


IN M-G-M’S 


MY VALLEY’ 


Walter 





Pidgeon-Maureen O’Hara 








| 
| 
| 
| 
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Bob Hope —In Person— 
66 99 Vv Zori 
HELLZAPOPPIN Vitae aaahs GENE 
a KRUPA 
‘Louisiana 
UNITED B’way at : and His Orch. 
artists REWOLE fot'se! | i eae 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS Picture DINAH 









tn Technicolor SHORE 











since it was opened more than half | | thur, 
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| pended on one star who had a mul- 


| tiple picture commitment, Jean Ar- 
but this: year it doubled its 
star list by adding Rita Hayworth 





COLUMBIA 


Featured 


Peter Lorre 
Boris Karloff 
Edgar Buchanan 
Charles Coburn 
Russell Hayden 
Glenn Ford 
Larry Simms 
Leo Carrillo 

Don Beddoe 
John Hubbard 
Jinx Falkenburg 
Edith Fellows 
Beulah Bondi 
Gloria Dickson 
Claude Rains 
Robert Benchley 
Ernest Truex 
Joan Woodbury 
Sidney Blackmer 
Donald Wood 
Sally Eilers 
Ruby Keeler 
Ann Miller 
Three Stooges 
Roger Pryor 
Claire Trevor 
Otte Kruger 
Eric Blore 
Victor Jory 
Florence Rice 
Charles Grapewin 
George Bancroft 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
John Howard 
Evelyn Keyes 
Margaret Lindsay 
Elsa Lanchester 
Rochelle Hudson 
Nan Grey 

Alan Baxter 
John Litel 
Eddie Laughtay 
Dick Purcell 
Fay Wray 

Ruth Terry 
June Storey 








to it. Besides having half interest in 
William Holden with Par, studio has 
the Penny Singleton-Arthur Lake 
‘Blondie’ combo and a couple west- 
erners, Charles Starrett and Tex 


Ritter, on contract also. Then it gets 
action pics from Larry Darmour, 
who hands them the Jack Holt and 
‘Ellery Queen’ series and four of the 
cliffhanger serials. 


Two B.O. Winners For 
Republic-Autry, Wayne 


Republic has two corking box- 
office assets, Gene Autry, who is tops 
in the western field, and John 
Wayne. Latter got his buildup most- 
ly in the major field on loanout and 
consequently has added considerable 
prestige to the company product in 
which he appears, getting bookings 
for those opuses in houses that do 
not generally go out of the major 
distribution circles for product. 
Also excellent for the company are 
Roy Rogers, who is getting strong 
build in western field, and Donald 
‘Red’ Barry, newcomer, who has 
caught on strongly. Republic also 
has Weaver Bros. & Elviry with 
hillbilly material that has caught 
on in good style, and Betty Jane 
Rhodes. Judy Canova and Ona 
Munson are in Rep’s star ranks, with 
the gals getting fitting material. 
Billy Conn did one opus and the 
fighter is optioned for another in 








REPUBLIC 


Stars 


GENE AUTRY 

JOHN WAYNE 

JUDY CANOVA 

ROY ROGERS 

ONA MUNSON 

BILLY CONN 

DONALD BARRY 

WEAVER BROS. and ELVIRY 

MARY LEE 

BOB LIVINGSTON, BOB 
STEELE and RUFE DAVIS 


Featured 


Binnie Barnes 
George (Gabby) 
Smiley Burnette 
Lloyd Nolan 
Roscoe Karns 
Bob Crosby 
Jerry Colonna 
Robert Armstrong 
Robert Donnelly 
Betty Jane Rhodes 
Spencer Charters 
Gilbert Roland 

Jane Frazee 

Edward Ellis 

Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Gloria Dickson 
George Ernest 

Tom Tyler 

Sons of the Pioneers 
Polly Moran 

Frank Alberston 
Mary Carlisle 

Carol Hughes 
Jerome Cowan 
Eddie Norris 
Raymond Walburn 
Ray Middleton 
William Shirley 
Lois Ranson 

Jane Johnson 

Leni Lynn 

Fay McKenzie 
Ralph Byrd 

Jchn Beal 

Mae Clark 

Lynn Merrick 

Judy Clark 

Bobby Beers 

Lulu Belle and Scotty 
Betty Kean 

Marilyn Hare 

Sally Payne 
Howard Hughes 
Nella Walker 

Carol Adams 


Hays 








case he wins the heavyweight title 
from Joe Lewis. 

Though considered strictly an in- 
dependent company, Republic has as 
Staple an aggregation of feature 
players as some of the majors. These 


people being versatile, they g:-t 
shifted around in some 30 or so 
features that the lot turns out. 


The company has made marked 
strides in its production range since 
M. J. Siegel took over operations 
couple of years ago and is aiming to 
hit the major producer ranks in 
natural stride without taking chances 
on going overboard through mis- 
Sauging production and its values. 

It has gone strong on exploitation 
and advertising and, in many cases, 
has equalled sales budgets that are 
set by major companies for im- 
portant pictures. 








Mono Bread-n-Butter 
Pictures Still Okay 


Monogram is strictly in the west. 
ern and action market. No pretenses, 
No ambitious production. Just 
bread and butter. It had gotten 
together some of the most important 
western stars of the past decade, 


who include Buck Jones, Col. Tim 
McCoy, Tom Keene, Ray Corrigan 
and Max Terhune. They also added 
Raymond Hatton, who 15 years ago 
was co-starred with Wallace Beery 
at Paramount, and John King. 


This group contributes pretty much 
to the intake for the Monogram 
exchanges and producers, besides 
additional intake that is garnered by 
the company’s action pictures. The 
casts for these are headed mostly 
by stars and stellar players of yes. 
terday in the majors and being 
brought in at nominal cost manage 
to give no headaches to the makers 
and distribs. Company for several 
years had Frankie Darro under con- 
tract for series of these pics, but he 
has gone off the roster with com- 
pletion of his 1941 quota of pies, 
Company cannot carry any support- 
ing stock company and consequently 
gets its featured talent on a day 
check, or sometimes a week, but 
rarely over that period. Checking 
its cast lists, finds plenty of former 
celebs of the screen. 

Producers Releasing Corp.'s group 
is listed here for the record, for 
first time in the survey. Outfit turns 


MONOGRAM 


Action Stars 


BELA LUGOSI 
FRANKIE DARRO 
WALLACE FORD 
FRANKIE ALBERTSON 
HARRY LANGDON 
RICARDO CORTEZ 
JACK LaRUE 


Western Stars 


BUCK JONES 

TIM McCOY 
RAYMOND HATTON 
TOM KEENE 

RAY CORRIGAN 
JOHN KING 

MAX TERHUNE 





Featured 


Leo Gorcey 
Bobby Jordan 
Jean Parker 

Jed Prouty 

Joan Woodbury 
Mantan Moreland 
Polly Ann Young 
Jackie Moran 
Key Luke 

Sarah Padden 
Marcia Mae Jones 
Leroy Mason 
Johnny Downs 
Louise Beavers 
Darryl Hickman 
Michael Whalen 








out four specials, 16 features and 18 
westerns on the current season. It 
uses run-of-the-mill players, all of 
them who are not in the novice class 
and that have had major experience 


as well as ratings. These names, 
with the exception of a couple in 
the feature group, have never been 


in the star class, and consequently 
as a whole have no particular rea- 
son currently for rating 

In its western division the com- 
pany gets six of a ‘Billy The Kid’ 
| series starring Bob Steele, formerly 
| at Republic; six Frontier Marshal 
series, starring Tim McCoy, who also 


turns out westerns for Monogram, 
and six Lone Riders starring George 
Houston. 


Agnew, Gillham West | 


Neil F. Agnew, v.p. over dis- 
tribution for Paramount, and Bob 
Gillham, advertising-publicity head, 
leave Thursday (1) for Hollywood 
for studio huddles on distribution 
campaigns and to view product that 
has been finished or is partially com- 
pleted. 


Pictures that will be screened are 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’, ‘The Fleet's 
In’, ‘Lady Has Plans’, all finished, 
ae the partially-completed ‘Holiday 
nn’, 
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‘WOODS, KOBAK HEAD BiUE 


HAPPILY DIVORCED ? 


The lineup of personnel for the new, separate Blue network 
will be read and discussed throughout radioland with great in- 
It places Mark Woods and Edgar Kobak in the top 


Radio Writers Organize Own War 
Effort; Will Systematize Assignment 


LP. YANDELL 
AS TREASURER 


Sales Berths to Fred Throw- 


er and George Benson— 


Phil Carlin in Program | ELGIN WATCH MAY GO ON 


Post — Wide Supervision Completes Special Four Week Run 
Concentrated in E. P. H. With Shirley Temple 
James—Boroff in Chicago 


no challenge. Because these two appointments were so gen- 
erally anticipated, they may occasion less attention as items of 
human interest than some of the other jobs. E,. P. H. James, 
who came from England over a decade ago, notably comes into 
his own under the new dispensation. In this rewarding of a 
veteran, who was sometimes neglected in past staff shufflings, 
( and in elevating old-timer Ed Boroff to the Chicago general 

managership, the Blue should stimulate organizational morale. 

This has not always been good at NBC, to indulge in a bit of 
sritish understatement. 





terest. . ; ; ‘ : * . 
sitions as president and executive vice-president, respectively, (Of A th f P t { h 
oaatds that had been anticipated and of whose logic there is ll ors Or a rio 1c OWS 
+ 





Radio Writers’ War Effort Com- 
mittee has been set up to act as a 
clearing house for Government on 
radio scripts, speeches, etc. Group 
will attempt to coordinate such re- 
quests, assign suitable authors for 
pleted a four-week series with Shir- | the various types of shows and avoid 
ley Temple, may go in for a regular/ duplication of assignments or over- 
run on CBS. Account has until the | loading of individual writers. 
end of next week to act on a half-| General meeting of all radio 
hour option, scripters, with Bernard C. Schoen- 











Elgin Watch Co., which just com- 








CALL IN AFFILIATES 


a 











The reality of competition between two networks, each enjoy- Whi Ae William Esty is the agency. feld, chief of the radio division of 
; fhe Sas + Rcipaa EY ile the designation of the execu- : : : a 
\ ing the prestige of Radio City, should break through under the sie teak abit’ Inaba wale: Wen wemtntee the Office of Emergen¢y Manage 


Partial separations in the past never went far ment, as principal speaker, will be 





new setup. . . departments is still under discussion, | held ‘Twesday pieht (6) in. ‘the 
| enough and it’s hardly going to startle anybody at NBC to| NBC has issued a call for its Blue | Ilka Chase Program Is LASCAP board ro in the RCA ; 

be informed that even now there will be skepticism, But that | Network affiliates to meet in Chicago — ° building, New York. Effort will be 
the Blue hereafter will be far more self-assertive and will de- a in ——— — the pro- Continuing as Sustainer made at that time to explain the 
sf ‘ amt inens “rs litv s able | Posed operation of the Blue as a sep- committee's function and outline 

yelop its own organizational personality seems a reason satan, ashi. inn diesen tate eae With R Id La ] | plans cg ino 

A , . * > S : S ‘ . 
prognostication, even while Red and Blue continue to share be the site for the gathering at, ! eyno S, va Henry Fisk Carlton. national 
the same landlord and overlord. which the affiliates will be informed ; president of the Radio Writers 


Well-wishers of NBC and radio generally, since NBC is so 
prominent a part of radio, may well hope that the separation of 
the two RCA units and the re-definition of personal authorities 
in both divisions will reduce the career politics that has cursed 
NBC for years, like a blood taint. 





(BS, MBS, NBC 


Seek International Flavor 


(Our Allies) for Quiz 
On Mutual Network 


as to the new name of the divorced 
network (in which the word ‘Blue’ 
will be retained), the official and 
executive roster of the new setup, 
program and sales policies and other 
details. 

Some of the executive posts, espe- 
cially those concerning the Holly- 
wood division, are yet being mulled. 
There are indications that the fol- 
lowing are set: 

President—Mark Woods 


Executive v.p. and general manager 
—Edgar Kobak 


| ‘Luncheon 








Ilkka Chase, whose ‘Penthouse 
Party’ is being dropped by Camel 
cigarets with tonight’s (Wednesday) 
stanza after a ride of nearly two 
years, will return to its original 
format and continue as a sustainer 
Saturdays, 12:30-1 p.m. on NBC-Red 
(WEAF). It will switch title to 
Date With Ilka Chase.’ 
First edition under the new setup 
will air Jan. 10. 

Originally packaged by 
liam Morris agency. 


the Wil- 
the program 


| will continue to be produced by that 


office, with Jack Meakin, NBC staff 


Guild, is chairman of the commit- 
tee, which was appointed at the reg- 
ular, council meeting of the Guild’s 
New York chapter last night (Tues- 
day). New York branch of the com- 
mittee tentatively includes Katha- 
rine Seymour, Kenneth Webb, Erik 
Barnouw, Elaine Sterne Carrington, 
Norman Corwin, Clifford Goldsmith, 
Gertrude Berg, Sandra Michael and 


Carl Bixby. Coast branch includes 
John Boylan, Paul Franklin, True 
Boardman, Don Quinn, Jerry 


Schwartz, Hector Chevigny and Carl- 
ton E. Morse. Chicago branch may 








Morale Show 


Treasurer and v.p.— Lunsford P.| director, handling it as well as con-| be selected by Irna Phillips. Schoen- 











Program Manager—Phil Carlin 











Yandell : Tet , 
‘ | ar +} tha ee + eariec | feld and Carlton will go to Chicago 
: er tinuing with the Xavier Cugat series ; 
‘Double or Nothing,’ quiz show on | Sales Manager—Fred Thrower for einai New cast for luncheon | Shortly to confer with her, 
atur ay . Mutual for Feenamint, will be| Eastern Sales Manager — George| is tentatively slated to include Brad 
9 . slightly revised in format to include | Benson Reynolds, Paul Laval’s orchestra and | 


NBC, Columbia and Mutual have 
agreed on a weekly half-hour period 
which is to be turned over to the 
U.S. government for a morale-build- 
ing show. It’s the 7 to 7.30 p.m. pe- 
riod Saturday nights. The series isn’t 
slated to start until Feb. 14. 

It hasn’t been made clear to the 
webs as to what will be contained 
in the program or who is to pay for 
it. The details so far have been han- 

led between CBS and Steve Early, 
the President's secretary. 


Alan Courtney Back As 
WOV, N.Y., Disc Jockey; 
Bulova Adjusts Payoff 


Alan Courtney resumed jockeying 


records on WOV, New York, last 
night (Tues.) after ironing out his 
Contractual or payoff difficulties 
with Arde Bulova, outlet’s owner. 
In returning, 
extended a half hour—it was 
P.m. to 8:30 p.m., but now runs 6-9 
p.m. Eight of 14 sponsors Courtney 
formerly had come back with him 

Courtney stepped out of WOV just 
® month ago and the sponsors that 
uncerwrote his time 


STREET & FINNEY LOSES 


Stack-Goble Subtgacts Part 
Carter’s Pills From Agency 








Stack-Goble agency now has part 
of the Carter’s Little Liver Pills ac- 


count, heretofore with Street & Finn- 
ey. 


Move brings the ‘Inner Sanctum | 


Mysteries’ (NBC-Blue) under S-G's 
direction. 





Option on Al Jolson 


She 


reported as 
Jolson’s r 





8ram, if it goes through, to start in 
farly April. Among the agency's ac- 
“gunts are Colgate and Quaker Oats. 
+} Music Corp. of America is doi 

© Jolson agenting, 


ing 


Courtney’s time was | 
6:05 | 


dropped off | 
with him as their contracts expired. | 


of | 


rman & Marquette agency is 
_taking an option on Al! 
adio services, with the pro- | 


;an international angle, effective with 
ithe Jan. 11 broadcast. Idea is to 
j}have name competitors, natives of 
lone of the Allied nations, on the 
iseries. Different countries will be 
featured various weeks. 

First show under the new policy 
| will feature England and efforts are 
| being made to get Gertrude Law- 
jrence, Edmund Gwenn and other 
| English stars for that edition, Jan. 
125 stanza will be Australian, with 
| John Bownlee, of the Met opera, be- 
|}ing sought for the spot. Subsequent 











Station Relations Manager — Keith 
Kiggins 


Director of Publicity, Advertising, | 


Prometion and Research—E. P. H. 
James 


Manager of the Press Department | 


—Earl Mullin 


Program Acceptance — Dorothy) 
Kemble 
| - Chicago Division ~ | 
— _ - - 


General Manager—Edward Boroff 
Program Manager—James L. Stir-| 


three guests. 

When the show debuted in Febru- 
ary, 1940, for Camel, it was tagged 
‘Luncheon at the Waldorf,’ and aired 
Saturdays on NBC-Blue (WJZ). It 
was subsequently moved to Friday 


nights on CBS, retitled ‘Penthouse 
Party’ and revised as more of a 
straight variety stanza This fall 


it moved again to Wednesday nights 


| on NBC-Blue, opposite Fred Allen. 


When its rating tumbled in that spot, 
various changes were tried, but 





without ever regaining the program’s | 


shows will be dedicated to the ton | former individuality or popularity. 

| Netherlands, Russia, China, Poland,| The corporate name of the separate , — 

| Norway, ete. |Blue will probably be _ decided Edmund Gwenn reprising the 
- ean tomorrow (Thursday). The heads of! New Year’s address by King George 
} Seattle Bob Lewis, from San | the network are still working o. the; V (done last year) on Stella Un-| 
|Diego, now announcing at KIRO, | idea of taking over the third floor of| ger’s ‘Hollywood Newsgirl’ NBC pro- | 
| Seattle (Continued on page 30) gram today (Wed.) 
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‘Lots of Food 


In U.S, Pet 
Milk’s Slant 


With the intent of offsetting any 
shortage rumors Pet Milk is includ- 
| ing in its programs an assurance that 
there is a sufficient supply of milk 
ources in this country to take care 


of any and all needs. It is expected 
that other victualers will adopt a 
similar policy of combating what has 
been termed the ‘Fifth Column te 
preading food shortage fears 
as the result of huge shipments being 
made to Allies.’ 

The Pet Milk commercial stated, 
‘There is enough milk in this coun- 
try despite that we are filling War 


Che 


and Navy orders and lend-lease or- 
ders And there is enough milk 
within the foreseeable future.’ Pet 
has a musical half-hour on CBS Sat- 


Also a daytime food-kitchen 


eries On 


urday 


network 


Charles Smith Hollywood 
Head for National Bureau; 


Alex Robb Stays NBC 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 

Charles Smith will head the Holly- 
wood office of National Concert and 
Artists Corp., recently formed by 
A. H, Morton and three NBC col- 
leagues following purchase of old 
NEC Artists Bureau. He’s been on 
staff past five years. 

Alex Robb, former of 
Artists Bureau, will remain with net- 
work in another capacity. 


; } 
ne same 


manager 





Vick Drops Women’s News 





Vick Chemical is dropping its 
sponsorship of the ‘News for Women’ 


| series on CBS (3.15-3.30) this Fri- 
day (26). 

It will have been 26 weeks since 
the account attached its tag to the 


period 
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THOMPSON RECAPTURES C&S ACCOUNT ON 


Reber Moves to Adjust Bergen-Abbott & Costello 
Status—James Adams, New President of Stand- 











ard Brands, Provides Unprecedented Anti-Climax 


v7 


J. Walter Thompson is faced with 
the task of readjusting the contracts 
of Edgar Bergen and the team of 
.Bud Abbott and Lou Costello within 
the next few days as the result of 
Standard ~Brands’ decision noteto 
complete the transfer of the Chase 
& Sanborn coffee account to Kenyon 
& Eckhardt but to return it to the 
Thompson organization. The slap 
was delivered last Wednesday (24). 
Kenyon & Eckhardt was to have 
taken over the java program, ef- 
fective with the Jan. 4 broadcast. 
The anti-climactic cancellation of the 
change of agency is without prece- 
dent in the business. C & S’s 1941 
appropriation was $2,500,000. 

John U. Reber, the Thompson 


U.S. Gets the Breaks 





San Antonio, Dec. 30. 

Station KTSA has done away 
with all of its-station break an- 
nouncements calling attention to 
new programs, and other inci- 
dental announcements and has 
replaced them with national de- 
fense announcements. These an- 
nouncements call attention to the 
sale of defense stamps and bonds, 
enlistments in the various 
branches of the army, navy, 
marine and air corps, 

It is using the line ‘KTSA, San 
Antonio, Buy United States De- 
fense Bonds and Stamps’ as its 
regular station break. 


agency's VP N9OWTOf EEE 


for the Coast last weekend. He an- 
ticipated an announced move by 
Bergen to fly east to find out how 
he stood with regard to the contract 
that he recently received from 
Standard Brands, giving him full 
control over the production and 
booking of the Sunday night stanza. 
It is expected that Reber will pre- 
vail upon Bergen to waive this right 
of control and also induce Abbott 
and Costello, who have threatened 
to walk from the program because 
of Bergen’s status, to stick along 
with the show. A & C have already 
indicated that they are willing to 
remain with the program on a week- 
to-week basis. Another angle that 
Reber is slated to straighten out in- 
volves several guest bookings made 
by Mary Hanrahan, Bergen’s aide, 
in behalf of the Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency. These dates include Betty 
Grable, Rosalind Russell, James 
Stewart and George Raft. 


Adams’ Decision 


The cancellation of the coffee ac- 
ecount’s transfer came on the heels 
of James Adams’ entry as the new 
president for Standard Brands. 
Adams came directly from Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet, where he was ex- 
ecutive v.p. Several years ago 
Adams was connected with the 
Johns-Manville Co., whose advertis- 
ing business was then and still is 
with the Thompson agency. In 
agency circles it is presumed that 
when Adams took the Standard 
Brands spot he did it with the un- 
derstanding that he would be per- 
mitted to work with an agency with 
which ke was well acquainted. 


Kenyon & Eckhardt, it is said, 
went to some expense as a result of 
the Chase & Sanborn assignment, 
adding a number of persons to its 
New York staff and engaging Don 
Clarke as producer of the Sunday 
night show. Bergen, on his own, 
had hired Al Morey, of ‘Uncle Wal- 
ter’s Doghouse’ as a_ scriptist. 
Thompson will return Maury Hol- 
land as producer of the show and 
continue Joe Bigelow as_ script 
editor. 





St. Louis Professional Pair 
Take the Divorce Route 


St. Louis, Dec. 30. 
Mrs. Thomasine-Birch Seyforth, 
local radio singer under name of 
Tommye Birch, last week obtained a 
divorce and restoration of her maiden 
name. Defendant was August 
‘Danny’ Seyforth, production mana- 
ger of radio station KWK. Mrs. Sey- 
forth charged that her husband re- 
fused to take her to places of amuse- 
ment, refused to introduce her to 
his friends and possessed a high 
temper that resulted in arguments. 
The couple were married here on 
Jan. 9, 1937 and separated last 
Oct. 6. 





WTM.4 Staff Shares Bonus 


Milwaukee, Dec. 30. 
Employes of WTMJ and W55M 
articipated with other workers for 
e Milwaukee Journal in a quarter 
million dollar wage bonus distribu- 
tion as a holiday greeting. 
A total of 1,058 employes each got 
@ slice of the $250,000 melon, each 
one’s share of approximately 10% 
of his or her annual earnings. 


It Won’t Spread 


Chicago, Dec. 30. 


Probably the shortest announce- 
ment in the history of radio will be 
used by Beeman’s Gum in a nation- 
wide announcement schedule now 
being set through the Grant agency 
here. Beeman will be sold in four- 
second plugs, and these are going to 
be on radio discs, besides. Girl will 
say ‘Give me a package of Beeman’s 
gum, please’, 

Grant is setting contracts calling 
for 60 of these announcements week- 
ly on a flock of stations. Schedule 


CEREALS EXPAND 


Post-Tens and Kellogg’s Spreading 
Announcements 








Benton & Bowles has renewed the 
spot campaigns which General Foods 
has on for Post-Tens (cereal assort- 
ment) for the past 13 weeks. It’s for 
a minute announcement three times 
a week, effective Jan. 5, 

Another cereal packer, Kellogg's, 
has substantially expanded its an- 
nouncement list in behalf of a simi- 
lar assortment. With Kellogg the re- 
quirement is that the plug follows 
a news period. The scbedule is two 
spots a week. 


THE PATTS STAND PAT 
ON FAMILY BOAST 


The Patt brothers, who figure 
they’re radio’s most extensive family, 
held a reunion Christmas in Cleve- 
land. It was their first get-together 
in 14 years. Host was John Patt, 
vice-president and general manager 
of WGAR, Cleveland. Present were 
Ralph Patt, general manager of 
WPAY, Portsmouth, O.; James Patt, 
salesman of WKRC, Cincinnati, and 
Robert Patt, sales promotion man- 
ager of WHN, New York. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Patt, Sr., and 
Fred Patt, not in radio, went from 
Kansas City to join the gathering, 
and Margaret Patt, a sister associ- 
cated with RCA, planed in from the 











Coast. 


. Radio Daffodils - 


Lynchburg, Va.—‘Calling all cars—alsc the FBI. 

‘Radio Station WSEL, government-owned short-waver at Roanoke, Va., 
has been stolen—definitely and completely. The low-watt unit, used by 
the regional office of the National Park Service in keeping tabs on its 
field men, vanished over night from its transmission house. 

‘Roanoke police have called in the FBI because the equipment was 
Federal property. 

‘That is all,’ 


will run 10-a-day, six days weekly. 




















San Antonio—Dave McEnery, known as ‘Red River Dave,’ airing over 
WOAI, has resolved to write a patriotic song every day of the week until 
the war with Japan is over. To date he has fulfilled his pledge. 





New York City—Rod Mitchell carried a ticking alarm clock under his 
overcoat to use as a sound effect in a commercial audition for the Compton 


agency. He got suspicious looks all the way, but encountered no FBI 
agents, 





Milwaukee—Finding mental relaxation and escape from wartime grim- 
ness in the ancient game of chess, a five-man team from W55M, The 
Journal FM station, has defeated all local competitors and now challenges 
any radio staff in the country for love, money, marbles or defense stamps. 
They assert their willingness to play. in person, by correspondence, tele- 
graph, short wave, television or smoke signal. The pawn pushers are 
George Comte, announcer; Maurice Kipen, concert violinist, and Chester 
Brown, Earl Millar and Jim Wilkerson of the technical staff. 





Milwaukee—Bill Benning, musical director of WTMJ in Milwaukee, who 
is a gentleman farmer when not maestroing, is devoting his entire Wau- 
kesha county acreage to the raising of soy beans in the belief that because 
of defense priorities they will replace other materials in the manufacture 
of musical instruments, and he wants to be prepared to make a killing 
when the boom arrives. 





St. Louis—Bob Hille, gabber, and Bruce Barrington, news editor at 
KXOK, enlisted in the U. S. Army several months ago. Last week Hille 
was transferred to the Philadelphia recruiting office. When he appeared 


for duty he found that Barrington is the executive officer at his office and 
still his boss. 





Seattle—Johnny Forrest’s ‘Rhyming Times’ on KIRO, Seattle, Sundays 
at 2:15 p.m., has been changed to a straight news program. ‘Just for the 
duration,’ says Johnny, 





Philadelphia—Now it’s a contest for doodlers. Listeners q, WDAS are 
asked to send the best samples of their doodling ability drawn on milk 
bottle caps and marked with the time they heard the announcement of 


the doodling competition, Winners are given free passes to Stanley- 
Warner theatres. 





Akron, 0.—Some unknown prankster has been phoning persons that a 
‘pot of gold’ program was heard over WAKR and that soandso is winner 
of $1,000. All winner has to do is to go to the station and collect. The 
management of WAKR has announced that it does not have a ‘pot of gold.’ 
However, one of the victims was not convinced, and went to the Better 
Business Bureau to get help in collecting ‘his’ $1,000. 





Springfield, Mass.—Next time Joe Karson broadcasts, 
the script in advance. Local bandsman who runs a radjo and magic 
store on the side, told a probate court judge during a sepiirate support 
case brought by his wife, that business wasn’t very good. 

Wife brought in evidence that Karon had been interviewed at recent 
radio dealers’ convention and kad broadcast that business was good. Kar- 
son admitted the broadcast but said he had been handed the script just 
as the mike was put before him. 

Wife, however, got the decree and he was ordered to pay for her sup- 


he’s going to read 





port 

















ALBERT G. MILLER 


Author of “Maudie’s Diary and 


“Michael and Kitty.” “Maudie” is 


sponsored by Continental Baking 
Company — Wonder Bread, CBS 
Thursday at 7:30 EST. “Michael” 


is broadcast for Canada Dry Spur, 
NBC Blue, Fridays at 9:30 EST. 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


250,000-WATTS 
FOR MEXICAN 
STATION 


Mexico City, Dec. 30. 
Preparations are being completed 
by the federal govefnment for -the 
installation in or about this city of 


what, it is claimed, will be the most 
powerful officially operated radio 
station in Latin America, Power is 
mentioned at about 250,000 watts and 
the station is expected to get going 
before spring. Understood that equip- 
ment for the station has been or- 
dered in the U. 8. and delivery of it 
will be taken soon, 

Station, as yet unlettered, is to 
include government news, propa- 
ganda, talks on hemispheric solidar- 
ity and Democracy and selected Mex- 
ican music and songs and will sup- 
plant like service by the govern- 
ment’s two stations here, Staff for 
the new station is to be recruited 
soon, 














Alfredo Antonini and 
Singers Starting Jan. 16 


‘Treasure Hour Song,’ semi-classic 
musical show with Alfredo Anton- 
ini’s orchestra, a choral group and 
a permanent soloist not yet selected, 
will be sponsored 9:30-10 p.m. Fri- 
days, starting Jan. 16, over a 20- 
station Mutual hookup. Series will 
originate in the Mutual Playhouse, 
on the Amsterdam theatre roof, 
N.Y., and will be available as a 
sustainer to the full network. 

Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce 
ig the agency. 





NO CROSBY IN CANADA 


Because Christmas Fell on Thursday 
—Even Time Signals Off 








Montreal, Dec. 30. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. on its 
English language station CBM this 
city blacked out Bing Crosby hour, 
10-11 p.m. (EDST) on Christmas Day 
and raised a storm among Crosby 
fans who had expected to hear him 
sing his annual ‘Adeste Fidelis’ and 
would not be comforted when they 
didn’t. 

CBC regretted this but stated that 
all commercial programs on Christ- 
mas Day were abrogated. Even time 
signals. Only ones admitted being 
Government spot calls on defense 
bonds, etc. 

This is done every year and only 
the fact that the day fell on Thursday 
and so on Bing Crosby also, caused 
the peeve. 





Fagan’s Coast Opener 


Los Angeles, Dec. 30. 

‘To Live Again,’ a stage drama, 
opens at the Belasco theatre Dec. 29 
with Myron C. Fagan as author, pro- 
ducer and director. 

Ian Keith draws the star spot and 
Julie Bishop, Warners contract 
player, has the femme lead. 








US. SHORTWAVE 
COPY IS NOW 
ORGANIZED 


Taking another step to put them. 
selves on a full wartime basis, the 
nation’s 10 shortwavers on Monday 
(22) put into service a 24-hour 
leased-wire system connecting theme 
selves with the office of their inter. 
national news ‘coordinator,’ Stanley 
P. Richardson, in New York. Riche 
ardson’s headquarters is the funnel 
—or perhaps it better would be called 
the fine tooth comb—through which 
all government-sponsored ‘news’ ig 
fed to the DX stations. 


With the amount of copy going to 
the stations greatly increased since 
the outbreak of Jap hostilities, it wag 
figured both more economical and 
more speedy to keep the news deskg 
of the 10 outlets continuously and 
directly hooked up with New York, 
They were formerly merely joined 
together several times daily by telee 
phone wires. Richardson's office ig 
maintained by the six companies 
operating U. S. shortwave transmite 
ters to be their liaison with the Gove 
ernment. Companies are NBC, CBS, 
General Electric, Western Electrie, 
Crosley and World-Wide Foundation, 


Richardson’s office now through 
the day is fed copy by the Coordinae 
tor of Information (Col. William J, 
Donovan) and the Coordinator of Ine 
ter-American Affairs (Nelson Rockee 
feller). Donovan is in charge of mae 
terial to be aired outside of the weste 
ern hemisphere and Rockefeller of 
what goes to South America. 


Copy Read First 


Staff of four copyreaders—worke 
ing in shifts—goes over the governe 
ment material in Richardson's office, 
Anything felt to be too blatantly 
propaganda—Donovan and Rockee 
feller writers occasionally get overe 
enthusiastic—is blue-pencilled. Thig 
material is then fed to the teletypé 
machines which transmit it simule 
taneously to the stations. News deskg 
at the shortwavers then once again 
go over it and choose what and how 
much they want. 

There is no compulsion from Fede 
eral officials anywhere along the 
line for the outlets to use any of the 
staff supplied Richardson. It is felt 
that by allowing Richardson’s and 
stations’ editors to use their judges 
ment, the sanctity of news will be 
maintained. Always borne in mind 
is the fact that U.S. newscasts ar@ 
preferred in foreign countries only 
because listeners feel they are indee 
pendent of the government and 
honest. Nothing must be done in the 
way of propaganda to break down 
this good opinion, is the rule. 


Staff 


Richardson’s staff includes Hudson 
Hawley, former news editor of NBC's 
international division; Alan oficial 





former U.S. foreign service offici 
in Europe and the Orient; Danie. 
Maue, special assistant to Grover 
Whalen on public relations during 
the New York World’s Fair; and Len 
Morgan, newspaperman and author 
of several books. Richardson hime 
self worked for the Associated Presg 
in Russian, London, Washington and 
New York and was an aide to Joseph 
E. Davies when he was ambassador 
to Russia. 

Everything is originally sent out 
of the New York g.h.q. in English. 
In addition, feature material bearing 
on the news is available in nine 
other languages and two dialects if 
stations request it. Translations are 
provided in Spanish and Portuguese 


by the Rockefeller office and in all 
other lingoes by Donovan's crew. 
Latter makes available German, 


French, Swedish, Finnish, Italian, 
Czech, Japanesewand Cantonese and 
Mandarin, the two chief dialects of 
China. Everything but the Jap and 
Chinese can be teletyped; they can't 
be transmitted with the Latin alpha- 
bet. 

In addition to the new leased tele- 
graph lines, shortwavers are joine 
together by leased wires which feed 
into a monitoring system in Dono 
van’s New York office. Largé 
amount of additional floor space has 
been taken by Donovan and several 
studios are being built. While it 18 
said that immediate plans for these 
are only to make transcriptions, they 
could be used as a point for origins 
ating programs to be fed the 10 
shortwave stations simultaneously 
through the monitoring switchboard. 

Richardson’s office adjoins Dene 
van’s, the two being separated only 
by a swinging gate. 
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12 New Web Shows Coming Up 


Despite uneasiness in agency and network circles that U. S. entry 





ALT naWES CHOW City Uses Radio to Change Neighbors 


into the war might precipitate widespread curtailment of radio adver- 
tising budgets, more new sponsored programs are due to start on the 
four major networks at the start of the coming year than during any 
preceding similar period. There have been only a handful of can- 


cellations. 


At the moment there are 12 new network commercials slated to 


start within the next few months. 


Of these, 11 represent new busi- 


ness,.while the other replaces a sponsored show already on the air. 
In addition, ‘Go Get It,’ which Krueger beer begins sponsoring Feb. 4 














MAY HALVE TIME 


Firestone Expects to Con- 
tinue Despite Tire Ration- 
ing—Government Thought 














Opinion After Political Scandals 


LaCrosse Joins NBC 


WKBH, La Crosse, Wis., joins NRC 
tomorrow (1) as a basic supplemen- | 
tary outlet to either the Red or the) 











Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 
The Chester (Pa.) Business Men’s 
Association is sponsoring programs 
on two local stations in an effort to 
promote the city, home of several 














over WOR, New York, is tentatively headed for expansion to a net- Anxious to Keep Radio| Blue network. ata agree ar yang and to erase the 
ork if it clicks locally. : | It’s on 1410 k.c. at 1000 watts. Stigma attached by a series of poli- 
Complete list of new network commercials definitely set is as fol- Habits of People Normal : tical scandals. The shows beginning 
lows: .~« e next ed a quizzer on WIP and 
Jan. 1—The Navy-Wrigley show on CBS. a spelling bee on WCAU.  ~ 
Jan, 2—Elsa Maxwell, on NBC-Blue (WJZ), for Ry-Krisp. RADIO FORTUNATE ? lxie ap S$ S The political machine which has 
Jan, 5—Arthur Tracy, on NBC-Blue, for Ex-Lax; also Jerry Wayne dominated the city, 16 miles from 
and Ted Straeter, on Mutual, for Regent cigarets. Philly, for the past 30-odd years has 
Jan, 6—‘What’s My Name?’ on Mutual, for Fleischmann’s yeast. Manufacturer and advertising cir- Vote 50) 000 been mixed up in several scandals 
Jan, 7—The Celanese show, on CBS. ; é cles in New York foresee radio 9 BE ag hess have brought 
\ Jan, 9—‘How Am I Doing?’ on CBS, for Camel cigarets, replacing | revenue moving along at its present B avoranie publicity to the city. 
‘Penthouse Party.’ ; _ [clip for at least the next six months ° ea ain ave Age ror era a 
Jan. 10— Ellery Queen,’ on NBC-Red (WEAF), for Bromo-Seltzer; j|and that if there are any drastic or a 0 our rset tes ring 
also ‘Wife Saver, on NBC-Red, for International Salt. changes in media feeding as the re- munities back to th t = a ‘wo 
Jan, 23—‘Hap Hazard,’ on CBS, for Procter & Gamble. sult of the war economy the medium e town. 
Feb. 2—‘The World sagged yon es yee Fruit. ; that will least feel the squeeze will: 
March 20—Stoopnagle, on NBC-Blue, for Ontario travel. be broadcastin Th 7 7 " 2 
Principal cancellation was the Lever Bros.’ discontinuation of the | ther predict cece be oa a | owe Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 30. Santonio Stations Join 
Helen Hayes series (as of Feb. 1), the ‘Saturday Vaudeville’ and | yaiue as a spaibetedniiie Bosse: Baptists in this Bible belt have 
‘Family Man’ (both effective this week, the latter being a Canadian | the Government will be inclined to long fought Sunday films and stage To Bali hoo Coin B 
network show). Procter & Gamble dropped ‘Guiding Light’ as of last we , shows, but they're digging up around y Oxes 
aoe avoid any measures that might force} $50,000 for radio. Beginning this 
rec the withdrawal of support by ad-| month a ‘Baptist Radio Hour’ will For Aeroplane Purchases 
— Maden ol of sg pe cays gh 4 hit ether over more than 20 Dixie 
° ine programs. is surmise Is predi-| stations every Sunday up to and 
Karl Hobitzelle Grani cated on the theory that, outside of| through March. Seven 50,000 wat- San Antonio, Dec. 30. 
, rm military setbacks, nothing could pro-| ters are included: WRVA, WPTF, All five San Antonio radio sta- 
Aids Musical Students duce such a sharp letdown feeling WSM, WHAS, KWKH and WFAK. tions, KMAC, KONO, KABC, WOATI, 
as the disappearance in midseason} In South Carolina WIS, WSPA and | and KTSA, have joined together in a 
At T I : it of a host of radio personalities} WCSC will distribute campaign with civic and local vet- 
. exas Universi y whose schedules have become the| Some 4,000 miles of telephone | ¢'an organizations to have San An- 
| important pivoting-point for daily| wire will be used to hook stations|‘onlo citizens drop a penny in a 
Austin, Dec. 30. routines or habits in millions of| into network for broadcasts, most ex- | collection box every time an Axis 
B Karl Hobitzelle, president of the} American homes. | tensive ever signatured for religious warcraft is shot down by the Amer- 
Interstate Theatres chain, has estab- The belief expressed in these cir-| purposes in the South. ican armed forces. These cen. li 
lished through the Texas University | cles is that radio will find itself en- plane wo ee ae Placed in 
j Radio House a fund to aid the musi- gaged in more institutional adver- various usiness firms and office 
cal education of 29 TU students a|tising than ever before. Such ap- OHIO OIL SPONSORING buildings throughout the city. The 


Mutual has finally gotten a spon- 
gor willing to bankroll the 7-7:30 


The $5,000 annual income 
be distrbuted 


year. 
from the fund will 


propriations will come from the big 
manufacturing combines who have 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL | xncc.<cn. 





central idea for the club was pro- 
vided by county judge Charles W. 


p.m. spot Sundays against Jack | among those who participate in the| had to convert their plants to war — ‘ Aiteady the idea has 
Benny. Account is the Seventh Day| Radio House’s programs as musi-| requirements but who still are spread to varios other cities 
Adventists Radio Commission and cians, singers or copyists. anxious to preserve the value of Ft. Wayne, Dec. 30. i a ey the Mate 986 neighbor- 
, the show, starting Sunday (4), will] Of the 29 fellowships 16 are to go|their trade names. The package} WOWO will air 12 collegiate bas- | '"% panes se wer, | 
Funds collected will be turned 


be ‘Voice of Prophecy,’ originating 
in Hollywood. 


to instrumentalists, 12 to the mem- 
bers of the chorus and one to a 


goods field is expected to remain in- 
tact as far as network radio is con- 


ketball games between midwest fives. 
Ohio Oil will sponsor. Hilliard Gates | 





over to the Federal Government to 


Series will be heard on a network | copyist. The Radio House now fur- | cerned and the only thing that might | 2nd Bill Erwin will handle mikes. purchase new war equipment for 
of 87 stations, but not including WOR | nishes the music for the ‘Music Is| cause departures would be the in-| Schedule follows: Dec. 13, Notre American forces. ; 
and WGN, the key outlets in New| yours’ program, which the Texas | ability to make a auick substitution | Dame vs. Wisconsin at Madison; Dec. | ; Another angle being used vis to 
York and Chicago, respectively. Lat-| School of.the Air clears over the | for container materials that come un-| 27, Purdue vs. Butler at Indianapolis; drop double the amount every time 


ter stations do not accept religious 
commercials, ‘Voice of Prophecy’ 
will be carried in New York by 





Texas Quality Group Friday nights. 





der priority restraints. 
Neither of the two automotive ac- 
counts on network facilities, Ford or | 





Jan. 3, Indiana vs. Northwestern at | 
Evanston; Jan. 10, Purdue vs. Ohio | 
State at Lafayette; Jan. 17, Notre} 


an American plane is shot down. 
WHOM Adopts Same Idea 
After successful pre-testing on the 


. ssoci . : “4s é ’S ar ¢ idianapolis; Jan.| W ‘4 4 rT Adie ; . 
| plo a rey the ociates, WAR STRAINS STAFF Chrysler, has shown any disposition ang ae S. peng ho Indi an ee Reve core N. Y., Yiddish hour by 
‘“ , —— to withdraw or even cut down radio | <* 47@!ana Vs. ISCONSIN at Madison, ershl Levin, a penny - per - plane 
F : $ é : ‘aue ’S { > te > al les ig ing ¢ , » all | 
Add ‘Di ’ ‘Am d 9 Lots of Script Work in Wee Hours | obligations. Ford has let it be known — os — m 4 ys ) —° a!) idea is being adopted by all eight 
| 1vorce anda of Mornin | that its Sunday night hour on CBS| ©O*Umbus; Feb. /, Furdue vs. *10W4 | foreign language programs on the 
| * eee lll) ee _ < will remain as is through the winter | 3! Lafayette; Feb. 14, Indiana v tation. Idea is to have listeners 
; ee ee eee abetpae “hic: oming ; ‘oo 9 , fhe = 
| To Dayton and Springfield Seattle, Dec. 30. and spring and the question of going | © hicago at Bloomington; Feb. 21,/ send in one penny for every enemy 



































Purdue vs. Chicago at Chicago; Feb. 





plane downed by American military 








Dayton, O., Dec. 30. With KJR on the air 24 hours ajon from there will be’ determined | sede ae Betas: z , unt 
WING, Dayton, and its affiliate,| day, the work of the station’s con-| when the time arrives to discuss the ee ne oy ag forces in the pre ent war. Yiddish 
| WIZE, Springfield, O., on Jan. 12/| tinuity staff has increased greatly,| switch to a summer show. Chrysler — est Baars n as ey ee poe ee woe 
: will be added to NBC for the fol-| with the five hours from midnight to} had committed ifself to continue —_ ole Se | trouble to write in that they favored 
| | lowing programs: ‘Orphans of Di-| five in the morning demanding a| maintaining its full hour program i. | the penny-per-plane idea. 
vorce’, sponsored by R. L. Watkins; | great mass of work. But, with aid of | (Major Edward Bowes) on the same Bill Ramsey to L A All the money collected by WHOM 
| ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’, spon-| transcriptions, period is being taken network into March, but there is a ie | would be turned over to the U. S, 
| sored by Phillips Magnearch. Both| in stride by the staff, according to| possibility that this period will be oe | treasury. 
| are heard Monday through Friday, | Bob Gentry, continuity head. shaved to a half-hour thereafter. Cincinnati, Dec. 30. | 
from 3 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., respectively. New bulletins and official press Even with the rationing of auto- William Ramsey, Procter & Gam-| . ; . 
3 releases are also used, with the latest} mobile tires Firestone, the lone| ble radio director, leaves Sunday (4) Form Deland, Fla., Radio C e* 
Tim Sanders, WLAC, Nashville an-| news bsoadcast as it is received. No| manufacturer of this class on the| on the Super Chief for the Coast for | Deland, Fila., Dec. 39. 
nouncer, has been appointed state} commercial programs sold yet, but lair, has committed itself to remain| the debut of the account's ‘Hap Haz-| Sunland Broadcasting Corp has 
director of radio publicity for March| spots are being used during the | with the NBC-Red until late in May | ard’ series Friday nights on CBS. been incorporated here. F. M. Nils- 
of Dimes campaign. period. 1942. This series rates as one of the| He'll be gone about a week on is president 
: x Area — _— ‘ ————————— | oldest on the air, having started in| ve 
. ° 1928. ° . . 
| If and when Chrysler goes half- on uccess. 
Wi C over 0 . risco, | hour the Thursday 9:30 to 10 p.m Ig on ommercia S, ig a . 
1 will go to Lever Bros., which, like 
& * Chrysler represented by the 
: yhooed With 310,000 Dally Ads ti 'iecocct iin. Si] Local Program : 
1 si |be moved into the latter spot from | 
re sennsioaney . |its present CBS niche, Wednesday, - - 
t 
d : 3 7 16 (2 oa &m. Louisville, Dec. 30. | was shortened to 30 minutes, and 
‘ San Francisco, Dec. 30. full page (31), 7x16 (1), 5x16 (2), OUISVILE, eo am — camel ‘ ; aie q : : 
i : ; 5x14 (3) and another full page (4). 1e of the oldest commercial pro- | conte was c zed to quartette 
. neprampan is tne enagraln One full page, the 5x16 and the|2 Buffalo Radio Men - oe tote and solos of a semi-classical type. 
five-day newspaper campaign start- 5x14 also will run in the Burlingame ‘ Re so OS ee pies Program carries very little com- 
- ing tomorrow (31) to announce web’s | Advance, Palo Alto Times, Redwood Require Medical Care ville Ensemble, celebrated its 16th mercial advertising, and copy is 
i New Year affiliation with KQW. | City Tribune, Salinas Index Journal, Buffalo. Dec. 30 birthday Saturday (20), Talent con-| written by Flexner. Institution has 
' ° r 3 e alo, - OV. S F > "eSS 7 Nas pala u 
1 Worked out by Art Kemp, CBS, Salinas Post, Woodland Democrat, Sick list here has claimed Milt | sists on a mixed quartet of local + te tapas 7 oe E aghs 
J Ralph Brunton KQW, and other ex- | Lodi Times, San Rafael Independent, ; ‘ 2 ok - Pett a samnanict | S0ck of over 000,000. The ai 
: , , . --’| Horn, WBEN control room super-| church vocalists, with accompanist. | | h os lt Aas 
ecs of both outfits. sked calls for full- | Richmond Independent, Napa Regis- |...’ . eae har aes pe pe j os program as een conside! a 
. rit — : - . . visor, In a hospital in ‘fair’ condition Sponsored by the Greater Louisville lel f ther financial institutions 
5 pages in the six Bay Area metropoli- | ter, Vallejo Clarion, Vallejo Times- | 9 o.ut of a heart attack. con sg Sips: mode: for oer Hnancial MstUtulions, 
1 | tan dailies and in most of 23 other | Herald, Watsonville Register-Para- |  4a).. pyova weecone WRNY ,| First Federal Building & Loan As-| 
s hi i ithi ’s | joni 7 and Holli Also Floyd Keesee, WBNY sports’ sociation, the program has been an- . . 
e ee sheets lying within KQW’s oe by enya sun en ollls- | announcer, kayoed when a wrestler sslaaanialt anak: tek emma by Gus Ricketts Eateries Use FM 
muivolt line, aE SESS See. hurled his opponent from a ring | ae Bic ge Sooo 3 
ee None of the sheets had made any Marks the first time that the pub- |. 14 into him. Pproke Keesee’s glasses tave Flexner, secretary of the com- Chicago, Dec. 30. 
. effort to sell ads on the switchover. | lishers in the outlying communities | ..4 out him about the eyes pany. | WGN’s FM_ sister, W59C, has 
0 CBS press chief Marie Houlahan just | have shared such a radio melon. _ Format of the program has, another sponsor. Ernest Ricketts 
y phoned over and told ’em to pick up| With the change-over Jan. 1, CBS changed but little in that time. First; Restaurant has signatured for a 15- 
. copy. is also offering KROY, Sacramento, Wapakoneta, 0.—Crawford Taylor,| programs were of one hour length,} minute session of recorded musi¢@ 
“! Frisco Examiner, Call- Bulletin, | as a basic station in the Northern | Wapakoneta, O., has become an-/} and consisted of condensed versions | three times weekly. 
y News and Chronicle and Oakland | California area, supplementing a} nouncer and program director of! cf Gilbert and Sullivan and other Set through the Robert.-Kahn and 
Post-Enquirer and Tribune all get a | third outlet, KARM, Fresno, i WFIN, Findlay, O., new station. |} operettas. Later the program time! Associates agency. 
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New York Stations Break Story While 
Philly Newspapers Bite Fingernails 
In Local Police Censorship Mix-Up 





ee 7 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 

The fact that New York’s two 
50,000 waiters, WJZ and WOR, are 
heard widely in the Philly area 
threw the Philadelphia police de- 
partment and the FBI in a dither 
Sunday night (28). 

It all started when the coppers 
found five bombs in the Harbor 
Police headquarters Sunday aft- 
ernoogjm. The newspapers got wind 
of the find and were all set to spring 
with the story in the bulldog edition 
when the Director of Public Safety 
requested that the yarn be held 
out until midnight in order to give 
police a chance to find the culprit 
who planted the explosives. 

The United Press, however, sent 
the story out to several of the local | 
stations it services. The police di-| 
rector then hurriedly called the 
radio coordinator of the Defense 
Council, Horace Feyhl, to keep the 
story off the air. 

Feyhl succeeded in stopping the 
yarn from being airéd over the local 
stations but forgot the two Gotham 
outlets. At 6 p.m. the bomb story 
was flashed by WJZ with WOR on 
the air soon afterward. 

The mewspapers who had been 
forced to ‘sit on the story’ all day, 
were wild, but police authorities 
begged that the yarn still be held 
back, on the chance that the would- 
be saboteur hadn’t heard the New 
York newscasts. But at 9 pm, 
Walter Winchell announced the 
bomb discovery over his ‘Jurgens 
Journal’—and still the Philly police 
demanded that the Philly papers hold 
the story. 

At midnight, almost ten hours 
efter the story broke, the two local 
morning papers, finally were given 
the okay to print the yarn. 





PALM BEACH’S CELEBS 


WINO Has Coe, Kennedy, Koo For 
Its Red Cross Program 








Palm Beach, Dec. 30. 
Station WJNO at West Palm Beach 
had an all-star Red Cross show Iast- 


War News ‘Counsel’ 


Fort Worth, Dec. 30. 

Ken McClure, chief newscaster 
for stations WBAP-KGKO, has 
been appointed chairmen of the 
radio news editors for District 
13 (Texas) of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters. Position 
involves giving counsel on dis- 
semination of war news and 
emergency broadcasts. 

McClure assisted in the broad- 
cast of the recent San Antonio 
blackout in his new capacity and 
as a preliminary workout for a 
Fort Worth-Dallas blackout early 
next month, 


N.A.B. WARNING: 
AGAIN GIVEN ON 
WEATHER 


‘ Washington, Dec. 30. 

Another strong reminder that 
weather broadcasts may be extreme- 
ly helpful to United States enemies 
went to the industry last week, with 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters Wednesday (24) reporting the 
Weather Bureau is about to prepare 
special forecasts for radio distribu- 
tion. Fewer details will be included 
than the newspapers get, though gen- 
eral advisories—such as that farmers 
should get their herds under shelter 
and shippers should prepare for cold 
snaps—are contemplated. 


No station should air weather in- 
formation from any source except 
the official government notices spe- 
cifically prepared for broadcasting. 

















ing two and a half hours and draw- 
ing freely of celebrities now at this 
winter resort. 

Charles Francis Coe emceed and} 
among those heard were Joseph P. 
Kennedy, former U. S. diplomat, and | 
Mme. Wellington Koo, wife of the 
Chinese ambassador to Washington. 





Technicians in Pledge 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 

Broadcast Dept., District Local No. 
1, of the American Communication 
Assn. (CIO), has pledged its services | 
and technical skill to ‘whatever ex- 
tent the Civilian’ Defense board can 
use these services for the duration 
of the existing emergency.’ Decision 
‘Was voted by the union’s executive 
committee meeting here last week. 
District Local No. 1 comprises the 
regions of New York, Buffalo, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore and Washington. 


Information will be sent out by the 
various district and regional offices. 
This means stations should not repeat 
forecasts from local newspapers. 

‘The Weather Bureau says it is sor- 
ry it cannot supply broadcasting 
stations with the same information 
given to newspapers, but it feels it 
cannot take chances,’ the N.A.B. re- 
ported, “The Army and Navy are in 
accord with this position. Another 
angle: by plotting the weather at 
various inland points, enemy weather 
experts could predict coastal weath- 
er with great accuracy.’ 

The N.A.B. added that complaints 
U.S. stations are being subjected to 
much more stringent control than 
Canadians, which still send out gen- 
eral weather reports, ‘are being in- 
vestigated’. 





St. John, N. B.—Barry McDonald, 








L. E. Littlejohn, chairman of the 
Local, announced that any defense 
board or other Government agency 
desiring to use the union’s services 
should communicate with the na- 
tional office in Philadelphia. 


who was on the announcing staff of 
| the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
when he enlisted in the Royal Ca- 
| nadian Air Force last summer, has 

gone overseas. He holds the rank of 
pilot officer. 





FCC Will Spank Those Stations, If Any, 
Defying U.S. Office of Censorship 





Washington, Dec. 30. 

Slow progress toward defining 
radio censorship policies and setting 
up the machinery was made last 
week, with Byron Price still recruit- 
ing a staff and huddling with other 
government officers about general 
problems and mechanics. Meanwhile, 
Chairman James L. Fly said the FCC 
will co-operate in every way pos- 
sible but reiterated the kilocycle 
cops have no intention of engaging 
in blue-penciling themselves. 

Possibility is seen that the FCC 
will be the punitive agent in case of 
stations violating whatever censor- 
ship regulations are promulgated. 
Though there are no definite ar- 


rangements, it was suggested that 
any broadcaster flaunting the Price 
organization would find himself on 
the receiving end of a Commish 
Citation, reqvired to demonstrate 
why his ticket should not be revoked 
for disregard of the ‘public interest’ 
requirement, Minor infractions un- 
doubtedly will be recorded in Com- 
mish files and reviewed whenever a 
| license renewal is sought. When 
asked to comment on the Commish 
attitude, Fly observed this problem 
‘seems to be something for the law- 
yers to get their teeth into’ 

Fly noted that the statute does not 
permit the FCC to undertake direct 
control over what is aired but ex- 
pected it will be represented on com- 
mittees to be set up for policy de- 
termination. 





| company 


| Red Network, 
wants to use these same stations it| 


WIBG Bumps Into Priorities 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 
WIBG, scheduled to open a new 
studio and 10,000-watt transmitter, 
early in spring is having priorities 
headaches. The outlet’s contractors 
have been sadly hampered in their 
efforts to obtain vital materials. 


Officials of the station now fear 
they won't be able to get going under 
their new power until summer—if 
then. 








Niles Trammell Praises 
Sponsors for Aid to 
Radio’s Wartime Seryice 


Niles Trammell, NBC prez, in his 
report for 1941, which was released 
yesterday (Tuesday), declares that 
the advertiser, ‘whose money foots 
the broadcast bill, is deserving of 
high praise for the full measure of 
co-operation he is giving to enable 
the listening public to be informed 
of important news breaks as they 
happen and to aid the Government 
in getting its objectives out on the 
networks. The report points out 
that NBC, in the midst of ‘this gigan- 
tic war organization effort,’ is able 
to maintain its normal pattern of 
broadcasting, ‘tuning its programs to 
the emergency and guarding the 
very last detail lest information or 
some signal creep in which would 
be useful to the enemy.’ 

Trammell describes NBC’s activi- 
ties in the international broadcasting 
field as directing broadcasts in many 
languages at the various nations so 
that accurate news of the world is 
available in their own tongue. In 
the closing paragraph of the report 
Trammell states that it is the free- 
dom of expression, the freedom to 
act without interference that has 
made American radio the world’s 
greatest. It is because, he says, the 
people trust the American system of 
broadcastinz, because NBC radio has 
no editorial opinions and that it is 
able to present programs strictly on 
their merits and without the dicta- 
tion of some one official. 


= Woods, Kobak 


Continued from page 25 


the plaza side of the RCA building 
for the Blue’s offices. 

The bid to affiliates applies only 
to the strictly Blue stations and does 
not take in those supplementary sta- 
tions that are also fed Red Network 
programs. Latter are construed by 
NBC as being dominantly part of the 
so that if the Blue 























will have to work out its own 
options, 
Reason that the word, ‘Blue,’ will 


be retained in the new corporate 


name is that the Blue’s officials fig- | 


ure that it is too valuable both from 
the angle of public goodwill and 
trade establishment to drop, 





FCC Clears The Way 
Washington, Dec. 30. 

Sword over the head of Blue net- 
work stations was sheathed last 
week when the FCC, in pursuance of 
‘the stated willingness’ of the op- 
erators to peddle the network, 
authorized license transfers and 
rescinded orders for hearings which 
carried implied threat of execution 
for the transmitters. 

Action was in harmony with the 
vote to suspend indefinitely—with 
advance warning before the post- 
ponement of effective date ends— 
the regulation forbidding any 
license-holder to maintain dual net- 








works and denying independent sta- 
tions the right to tie up with a 
operating more than one 
chain. 

Specific action included assignment 
from NBC to RCA of the tickets 
covering operation of WJZ, New 
York; WENR, Chicago; and KGO, 
San Francisco. This is a technical 
move to facilitate transactions with 
any prospective buyer of the Blue 
skein, made necessary by the fact 
that RCA is the majority owner of 
NBC stock and the latter could not 
sell without consent of the parent. 

WMAL Case 

At the same time, the Commish 
allowed the Washington Star to un- 
hitch part of the lease covering 
WMAL, one of the two NBC outlets 
here. License of WMAL was handed 
back to the M. A. Leese Radio Corp., 
a subsidiary of the publishing cor- 
poration, bought several years ago. 
When the Noyes-owned rag entered 
radio, it merely acquired the com- 


J, Harold Ryan Hopes Radio Will 
Have ‘Minimum’ of Censorship 





Churchill’s C.A.B. 


Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill’s speech Friday (26) 
to a joint session of Congress 
drew an audience of 44.7, accord- 
ing to the Cooperative Analysis 
of Broadcasting. That was the 
largest American listener rating 
the British prime minister had 
ever received. 

Churchill’s previous high, via 
transatlantic shortwave, was 23.7 
last Feb. 9. Althougl last week’s 
Churchill audience topped most 
of President Roosevelt's daytime 
ratings, it was far under the 65.7 
figure chalked up for the Presi- 
dent’s war message Dec. 8 to 
Congress. 


War Is No Time 
For Press And 
Radio Feuding 


New Haven, Dec. 30. 

New Haven Defense Council’s in- 
tended listing of defense programs 
on local stations may crack boycott 
of broadcasters by Journal Courier 
and Register, dailies under same 
control. Schedules of WBRY, WELI 
and WICC, three exhalers with N. H. 
addresses, are not printed in papers, 
which limits radio coverage to 
metropolitan network keys. 


City editor of Register, Alfred 
Marshall, has charge of defense 
council publicity. James T. Milne, 
manager of WELI, wrote council of- 
fering station’s facilities for defense. 

Some members of council are out- 
spoken in belief that this is no time 
for press-radio battling. 














Forum Now All-Out 
Bridgeport, Dec. 30. 
WTIC has turned over weekly 
forum spot, ‘Airing All Opinions,’ to 
Connecticut Defense Council for 
talks on state and national defense. 
Pres. James L. McConaughy of 
Wesleyan University continues as 





moderator of new series, ‘Forum for 
|Defense.’ Studio audience discus- 
| sions will be maintained. 





|mon stock of the Leese outfit, as- 
|suming the contract by which NBC 
operated the transmitter. License 
for the station has been made out 
to NBC because of FCC interpreta- 
tion that the licensee must have 
actual control over physical opera- 
tion. Sympathy was shown because 
of the Star’s ‘substantial investment,’ 


made long before the Commish 
order banning dualism. 
The Commish reconsidered its 


prior orders for hearings and auto- 
matically issued renewal licenses for 
WMAL, KGO, and also KOA, the 
NEC outlet at Denver. Latter’s re- 
newal plea had been tagged for 
hearing as a general proposition in 
connection with the anti-dualism 
rule. 


. i 





a Washington, Dec. 30. 

Stanley Richardson, coordina- 
tor of shortwave radio activities 
in N. ¥., may be asked to act as 
alde te Ryan on radio censor- 
ship. 





Toledo, Dec. 30, 

J. Harold Ryan, vice president 
and general manager of the Fort 
Industry Co., Toledo, who has been 
appointed assistant in charge of 
radio by Byron Price, national di- 
rector of censorship, states he hopes 
that there will be as ‘little censor. 
ship as possible.’ 

In an interview Ryan explained 
that he regards the relationship of 
radio to censorship, like that of 
newspapers and libel. Broad rules 
will be laid down for the guidance 
of broadcasters, he explained, to be 
followed just as newspapermen do 
in the restrictions of the libel laws, 


When a broadcaster has material 
which is on the borderline, Ryan 
declared, he will be expected to sub. 
mit it to the government for ap- 
proval or disapproval, just as a 
newspaper submits to its lawyers a 
story which might seem question- 
able from the viewpoint of libel. 


The appointment of Ryan was 
recommended by the radio industy 
after a poll of some 800 industry 
executives, 

Born in Toledo in 1885; Ryan was 
grauated from Yale University in 
1908 and was president of the 
Arbuckle-Ryan Co. before entering 
the radio field in 1927. He was 
president of the Ohio Association of 
Broadcasters in 1937-38, and {s now 
serving his second year as a director 
of the National Association of Broad- 
casters. He is president of the new 
National Independent Broadcasters, 
Ine, 


PHILLY OUTLETS 
END ALL-NIGHT 
STANDBY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 
Slackening of news from the war 
front brought a cessation of most 
of the all-night broadcasting by 
Philly stations, this week. WCAU, 
WFIL and WPEN, stopped their 
pre-dawn airing entirely, while WIP, 
which had gone on a 24-hour-a-day 
schedule seven days a week, went 
back to its pre-war basis of laying 
off from 1 A. M. to 6.30 A. M. Tues- 
day morning. On other days, WIP 
continues its 24-hour-a-day stint. 
Only KYW, NBC-Red outlet here, 
continued to stay open all night to 
bring war news to its listeners. 


Harry Salter Wed 


Roberta Star Semple and Harry 
Salter were married in New York 
Monday (29). Mrs. Salter is the 
daughter of Aimee Semple Mc- 
Pherson, evangelist. 

She had been doing research work 
for Salter, radio orchestra conduc- 
tor and arranger. 

















Washington, Dec. 30. 
Radio was publicly applauded, 
along with the press, for keeping the 
faith in regard to the visit of Winston 


Churchill. Commendation came 
direct from President Rooseveit, via 
White House Secretary Stephen T. 
Early. 

Though the impending visit of the 
British Prime Minister was an open 
secret for as long as 48 hours before 
his arrival, not a word was breathed 
outside the trade and official ranks, 
as far as Federal authorities know. 
Both radio and the press were put 
on their honor to keep mum, ‘just as 
they were when Churchill, accom- 
panied by Canadian Prime Minister 
W. Mackenzie King, left for Ottawa, 
Sunday (28). By noon of the day 





Voluntary Censorship Working Well, 


President Expresses Satisfaction 


Churchill got to town, large propor- 
tion of the news and radio legmen 
were in on the secret and delegations 
scurried around to cover various 
possible arrival points. Biggest con- 
tingent went to Annapolis, only to 
be chased by Navy officers. The first 
word that went over the air was the 
official White House announcement 
during the dinner hour Monday (22) 
following the British leader’s arrival 
at a local airport and drive to the 
White House. 

Secretary Early said Monday (29) 
after Churchill’s departure the con- 
duct of press and radio showed the 
practicability of voluntary censor- 
ship, adding that President Roose- 
velt several times commented on the 
sporting way in which the media 
played along. 
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HASTEN CBS SHORTWAVE | 


NEW WRG STARTS 
TONIGHT (WED. 


Columbia’s South American 
Network Now Scheduled 
for Feb. 15 Debut—Mean- 
time Paleyites Will Have 
Three DX Stations Beam- 
ing Partly to Latins, Partly 
to Europe 


WCAU DROPS OUT 








Given top priority ratings and 
urged by the Government to get on 
the air with all haste possible, CBS 
will put one of its new 50 kw. short- 
wave ‘transmitters into use tonight 
(Wednesday). It expects to have 
three stations in operation by Febru- 
ary. 

New pumper is WCRC, which will 
debut at midnight with a special in- 
augural program. Taking part will 
be CBS prez William Paley, who'll 
speak in English, and Edmund A. 
Chester, director of shortwave and 
Latin-American relations, who will 
talk in Spanish. 


Simultaneously with WCRC’s go- 
ing on the air, WCAB will go off. 
Latter is a 10,000-watter owned by 
WCAU, Philly, but operated in con- 
junction with the CBS setup. WCAU, 
temporarily, at least, will thus drop 
out of the shortwave picture. 


WCRC’s sister-station, WCBX, also 
50,000 watts and also at Brentwood, 
L. I, is expected to be ready for use 
during January. When it opens up, 
CBS’s present shortwaver,.a 10,000- 
watter, which mow carries. the 
WCBX call letters, will become 
WCDA and continue on the air. 


Divided Beams 


Three outlets will divide their 
beams to cover all of South America. 
WCRC will be aimed at the west 
coast of S. A. and carry programs 
in Spanish; WCBX will be pointed 
at the east coast and carry programs 
in Portuguese (language of Brazil), 
while WCDA will handle Central 
America and speak in Spanish. 


Inasmuch as Europe is much 
easier to reach by shortwave than 
Latin America, when it is desired 
to point east, all three stations will 
be aimed the same way and have 
widebeams on different wave bands 
to cover all the continent at the 
same time. Division of the beams 
for exclusive coverage by one sta- 
tion of North Africa, another of 
Central Europe and the Near East, 
and another of Scandinavia—-or some 
such general division—may take 
place later, 


All east coast American short- 
Wwavers beam to Europe during the 
day and Latin America in the eve- 
ning. 

CBS’s shortwave Latin American 
network added two more stations 
last week, giving it a total now of 
76. It’s expected to be in operation 
by Feb. 15. 





Kansas City Staff Bonuses 


Kansas City, Dec. 

Christmas presents and atoll 
were handed out to employes of 
Kansas City radio stations last week. 
KMBC handed its staff members 
amounts based upon length of serv- 
ice and yearly income and topped 
the cash bonus with extra gifts of 
defense stamps and bonds. 


Station KCMO under Jack Stewart 
gave its crew extra compensation 
Christmas week. Business Manager 
Clarence Brazeal made the payments 
in defense stamps and bonds. 

Station WHB, owned by the Cook 
Paint & Varnish Company, paid em- 
Ployes an extra week’s pay. 








Philadelphia — Clayt Donaldson, 
former KYW engineer, is now radio 
Operator on American-built bombers 
being ferried between the African 
ees coast and the British Middle 





ree B. Kennedy Adds 
Another WNEW Sponsor 


Simon Ackerman Clothes has 
bought John B. Kennedy’s 30-minute 
commentary over WNEW, New York, 
Sunday nights, for a full year. It 
is effective as of Dec. 28. Ehrlich & 
Neuwirth agented the deal. Ken- 
nedy also does weekday commenta- 
tion ov@ér WNEW for R. C. Williams 
and Seidenberg Cigar. 

Other new WNEW accounts in- 
clude the return of Pall Mall cig- 


arettes with 42 one-minute discs 
weekly for 13 weeks via Ruthrauff 
& Ryan; twice-daily announcements 
for Pride of Farm Catsup; 15-week 
continuation of Old Gold spot an- 
nouncements; participation in Music 
Hall program by Cascade Laundry, 
via J. R. Kupsick. 





TRUST CO. SPONSORS 
LATEST SKI INFO 


Program dealing with last-minute 
reports on skiing conditions in vari- 
ous eastern skiing resorts is being 
sponsored over WHN, N. Y., on 
Fridays by the Manufacturers Trust 
Co., starting last week (26). Bill 
Quivey is handling the announcing 
phase of the service. 

The 7:45 a.m. broadcasts cover re- 
ports that come in within the previ- 
ous half-hour and any changes in 
skiing conditions are reported at the 
conclusion of WHN’s regular news 
programs at noon and 6:35 p.m. 








New York City.—Sam Levin, for- 
merly radio operator on the S. S. 
Washington, has joined the engineer- 
ing staff of WWRL, New York. 





Aluminum Company of Canada Using 
Radio to Improve Employee Relations 





Chicoutimi, Que., Dec. 30. 

To offset recurrence of labor dis- 
putes involving charges of sabotage 
and criminal negligence at Arvida, 
Aluminum Company of Canada’s 
‘model city for aluminum workers,’ a 
radio program has being launched to 
improve industrial relations. Cock- 
field, Brown agency for Aluminum 
Company bought time over CBJ, 
which covers this territory, for five 
programs weekly combining enter- 
tainment with instruction. It’s aimed 
as a good will gesture to the men at 
the Arvida plant. 

Program is produced in Montreal 





and platters sent here. Some time 
ago trouble flared here between 
workers and management of the 


Aluminum company, former charg- 
ing broken promises and latter claim- 
ing sabotage or neglect. Dispute 
simmered down but Aluminum ex- 
ecs figure better relations may pre- 
vent recurrence of trouble and turn 
to radio as means of earning good 
will, Workers at Arvida have their 
own Catholic Union and ere not af- 
filiated with AF of L or CIO. 

Program is scheduled to run for 
26 weeks. 








THE GILLETTE-MDTIUAL 
SPORTS CAVALCADE HAS 
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By RAY JOSEPHS 


socialites, handling the imported | 
bounce. while Carlos Di Sarli man- 
ages the tipica. Juan Carlos Thorry, 
stage and screen comic and Jose 
Pineyro also featured. 





Radio Splendid’s ‘La Emocion del 


Tango’ finishes third consecutive 
year. Program features cast of the | 
Teatro Palmolive del Aire (U. S. 











50,000 WATTS 
CINCINNATI 
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B® Doing 
the 


Buenos Alre Dec. 20 

Jazz and tango being mixed 1n 
new type mu: ical program on Radio 
Mundo (LR 1) sponsored by John |} 
Maizal (soap). Novel feature in that 
usually Latins who like jive can't 
stand tft tango and vice versa 
Eduardo Armani, fave swinger fol 


Argentine Activities 


SEFEEFEFEEFEFEFEEFEFESFEFEFEF EFSF EP EPFEPEI IFIP FETS 


| Mendocinos 


| minute programs on Mundo, featur- 





real 
4 job 
(i 


Ur 





” 





# 


Ask any Free & Peters-office 
for more information about 
WCKY, one of the eighteen 
CBS: 50,000 watt stations. 


+++o+4 


Charlo, Sabina Olmos, 
Fernando Borel: directed 
Azpiri and orchestras of 
Antonio Rodio, Los 
Lomuto and 


Oap) wilh 
Tania 
by Munos 
Rodolfo Biagi. 
Enrique 
Francisco. 

Legrand twins, local Deanna Dur- 
bins. contracted by Splendid chain 
for ‘42 season. Maria Duval, an- 
other youngster, is to be teamed with 


old-timer Pedro Lopez Lagar in a 


| company being formed by Isidro J. 


Odena. 





Cutting commercials dewn to one 
spiel per program is unusual stunt 
being tried by Pildoras Ross (U. S. 
laxative) on Radio Belgrano. Pro- | 
gram has Jose Bohr, world traveler, | 
who gives a humorous commentary 
on his travels, personal experiences, 
old songs, etc. 





Gillette razors, currently building 
a new plant here, now trying five- | 


ing Horacio Zelada and Juan Ber- 
nabe Ferreyra. Talk on sports but 
gagged up with local-color humor. 





Esther Borja, Cuban singer, doing 
series on Radio Argentina (LR 2). 





Acting President Ramon S8. Cas- 
tillo, present at inauguration of LW7 
in Catamarca. Outlet which joins 
the Splendid chain eovers provincial 
districts of Tucuman, La Rioja, San- 
tiago dei Estero, Cordoba and Cata- 
marca. 








Radio Argentino (LR 2) after sign- 
ing Mex singer Luis Alvarez follow- | 
ing successful Brazilian season, takes | 
full page ads to deny reports that | 
it has signed six foreign artists for 
the forthcoming season. Outlet in- | 
sists that its program for 42 will be} 
based on Argentine artists and that 
eventually it expects to use only 
local artists. 


} 





Puloil (local cleanser) starts new 
series on Radio Belgrano (LR 3) to 
discover 30 new poets in Argentina. 
Every man his own muse idea fol- 
lows successful series to discover ten 
new voices which Puloil used last 
year, 





Bidu (local soft drink similar to 
Coca-Cola) in ‘Professor Quiz’ type 
program on Radio Splendid (LR4) | 
Thursdays at 8:30 picking up large 
number of posers from public. Ivan 
Casado who handles the questions, 
unlike many announcers here, plays 
down his own personality to bring | 
out answers and spices programs | 
with fast humor. 





Porteno (L S 4), 


Aracry-Norby duo signed by Radio | 





‘Neus’ (bottled orangeade) on Ra- | 


dio Munda (LR 1) dramatizes his- 
torical events on B.A. street corners. 


| Program directed by Carlos Schaef- 


| fer and starring Sara Prosperi, Mar- 


garita Tapia, Rita Miranda and Julio 
Navarrine. 





versary, issued special edition of 
house orpan Nuestra Onda (Our 
Network) detailing programs earried 


radio time, followed by medicines, 
perfumes, cigarets. 


Perfumes Ylang opens new contest 





on Radio Mitre (LR 6) to choose 
| three new screen faces for Argentine 
films . 


‘Cascarrabias’, a kind of Lionel Bar- 
rymore old crotchety character, for 
Radio Prieto (LS 2). Show an origi- 





chestra Carlos Di Sarli and singer 
Roberto Rufino for three-times-a- 
week shot on Radio Mundo (LR 1). 
Program, which goes on at 12:45 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 
has two emcees, Horacio Zelada and 
Juan Bernabe Ferreira. Shaving out- 
fit currently completing big new fac- 
| tory here, 





Belgrano (LR 8) has set Paquito 
Busto, Encarnacion Fernandez, Fede- 
rico Garcia Aatur, Mercedes Simone, 
| Buano Striano duo for °42. 





Juan Cano Maresco new managing- 
director for Radio Prieto will work 
directly with owner Teodoro Prieto 





Mundo celebrating its sixth anni- 


on first six years. Commercial list- | 
ings show grocery products lead in 


Ernesto Vilches opens daily serial 


nal by Cesar Tiempo timed for 1 | 
pan. which catches tremendous num- | 
ber of Argentines home for the two- | 


e 
) | hour lunch period. 
if Vel Se Gillette Razors has top tango or- 


Maresco, a Spaniard, runs the cur- 
rently successful ‘Por Los Caminos 
de Espana’ (By the Roads of Spain) 
on the same station 


Nini Marshall, screen comedienne, 
ciened for the new Radio Splendid 
(LR 4) RADES chain. Mundo, on 
which she originally appeared, of- 
fered less plus the collaboration of 
her long-time partner, Juan Carlos 


Thorry. Cash and fact that she can 


for appearance re- 


the selection 


the time 
factors in 


choose 
ported 

Pro-democratic program ‘La Mar- 
cha de Los Siglos’ (March of the 
Centuries), sponsored by the Comi- 
sion Inter-Aliada de Coordinacion on 
Radio Mundo, reports receiving 11,- 
500 letters from listeners during first 
eight months. Response, one of the 
most remarkable ever noted in South 
America for such a program, was 
40°, from Buenos Aires itself accord- 
ing to G. H. Gibbs, Comision’s sec- 
retary. 





Mario Danesi being built up as ro- 
mantic star by Belgrano. Planned to 
use him as singing hero for two or 


|three serial shows. 





Dagelle Creams to renew family 
story program ‘Los Perez Garcia’ on 


/Mundo. Show features the author Os- 
'car Luis Massa and Sara Prosperi, 
| Celia 


Suarez, Martin Zabalua, and 


Jorge Norton. 





‘Teatro Palmolive del Aire’ to 
choose new singer for Francisco Ca- 
naro, Whiteman of Argentina. 





Ana Maria Gonzalez, Mexican sing- 
er, on Pildora Ross program (Bel- 
grano) rated one of the most success- 
ful foreign artists here this year. Re- 
sponse to Mexican music on the up- 
beat. 





Al paso del mundo’ (In Step with 
the World) on Radio Splendid had 
Mayor Carlos Alberto Pueyrredon 
for closing program. Presence cred- 
ited to Raul Garruchaga, program 
director. Political figures on commer- 
cial programs are unusual here. 





Mundo’s ‘Que Opina Ud’ (What do 
you think) drawing unusual audience 
reaction. Show carried Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 1:50 p.m. 


and featuring Nini Gambier, Pedrito 


@uartucci and Yago Blas drarnatizes 
debate on such questions as ‘What is 
the best age to marry’? ‘Should a 


man be allowed to go out alone at 
night’? ete. Prizes for best sugges- 
tions, 


Al Morris, Yank crooner signed by 
‘Eddie Kay y su Alabama Jazz’ local 
radio jive outfit. 


FHF FF4444644446444446644644 


i London Calling 


FHF FO F44644444444444444 


Robert Harris, leading man to Jane 
Cowl years ago in ‘Easy 
now on the Empire Service, 
nouncing for BBC. Last legit chore 
in U. S. was Somerset Maugham’s 
‘Sacred Flame,’ in ’38. 


an- 


Transcribed (this side on a pick- 
up), ‘What the Churches Are Say- 
ing,’ will bring to Britishers the se- 
ries sponsored in U. S. by World 
Council of Churches. 





Carroll Gibbons spotted with his 


| 





outfit into the new femme show 
| ‘Women At War.’ 

George Robey guesting on Tom 
Ronald's recently launched 


Kidd-ing,” comedy hour. 





ENSA (Entertainment National 


Service Ass’n.) calling on Victoria | 


Hopper again for 
to troops. 


airing on their 
show 

Dinah Shore disc session on BBC. 
It’s at 7:15 a.m. 








Beryl Davis, warbler, with Oscar 
Rabin’s outfit, debuted in dialog 
when given the Judy Garland role 
in BBC’s adaptation of ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl.’ 





gregation—all 
an afternoon dance session. 








British ears; Ilya 





hour of memories, ‘Album Leaves.’ 





| last week in New York Supreme Court. 


Virtue,’ | 


‘Just | 


Dennis Moonan’s new swing ‘ag- 
strings—spotted into 


BBC is seeing Red in a big way, 
skedding plentiful Soviet dramas for 
Sourgutcheff’s 
‘Autumn Violins’ is latest to go out. 


Evelyn Laye tees off her new half- 


Leslie Henson to do a series for 
BBC, a rare radio date for the musi- 


Inside Stuff —Radio % 


Recent speech of Winston Churchill before both houses of Congress 
Wednesday (24), recalled to Credo Harris, radio director of WHAS, Louis- 
ville, the day he played host to former Prime Minister David Lloyd 
| George, in 1923, and presented him with the ‘United We Stand’ insignia. 
At that time, the British Prime Minister was scheduled to deliver an 
|address over WHAS. Harris had the sketch drawn on white silk cloth, 
which was hung before the carbon microphone suspended in a mahogany 
box topped with a silver tablet bearing Lloyd George’s name. Radio ad- 
dress was never given, as the speaker developed an attack of laryngitis 
| the day before the talk was scheduled. He did see the insignia, however, 
and expressed himself as delighted with it. The sketch which Harris con- 
ceived was that of the British lion and the American eagle clasping hands 
across the globe. 











A new copyright infringement and unfair competition suit against Ever- 
sharp and Milton Biow was brought by the American Broadcasting Co, 
This supersedes a similar action 
in the U. S. District Court of New York. Charges involve the ‘Take It 
or Leave It’ radio program sponsored on CBS by Eversharp and handled 
by the Biow agency. 

Action in the Federal Court was scheduled to be heard last week but 
was dismissed on the plaintiff's motion after the superseding suit was 
entered in the Supreme Court. American Broadcasting, operator of sta- 
| tion WOL, Washington, claims creation and ownership of the ‘Take It Or 
Leave It’ idea. 





With her husband serving the Canadian Royal Air Force and her father 
heading the newly-formed First Army Anti-Aircraft Artillery Command, 
Katherine Lea Jarman Clark also has a hand in the war against the Axis. 
She is a news writer and miker on WLWO, Crosley’s short-wave station 
that beams on South America and Europe. 

Her husband is Edgar E. Clark, who recently left the WLW-WSAI pub- 
licity staff to join the technical corps in the British Isles as a Diesel 
engine mechanic and has been commissioned a lieutenant. 

Her father is Maj. Gen. Sanderford Jarman, whose command of anti- 
aircraft artillery extends from Canada to South Carolina and west to the 
Mississippi. 





Alonzo Deen Cole, writer and actor, has circulated within the radio 
trade a pamphlet setting forth what is captioned as ‘The Truth About the 
Case of Alonzo Deen Cole vs. Phillips H. Lord, Inc.’ It’s a detailed recital 
of the proceedings to date of the litigation on ‘Mr. District Attorney,’ 
which formula Cole charges Lord appropriated without compensation, 
The paper quotes considerably from the legal decisions handed down so 
far in the case. A trial which heard the action disagreed, but the matter 
is slated for retrial in the N. Y. supreme court in January. 

It makes the first time that a radio writer has brought his grievances 
against an alleged appropriator to the attention of the trade in this form. 





Part of Mickey Borden in ‘Four Daughters,’ which Burgess Meredith 
played Friday night on the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse,’ via CBS, was origi- 
nally intended for him in the Warner Bros, picture script. That was in 
1938, and, when Meredith refused to give up a European vacation to do 
the part, John (then named Jules) Garfield was hired for the assignment, 
He clicked in the role and was thereby established as a screen personality. 
Meredith appeared on the radio version Friday night with Jeffrey Lynn 
(who repeated the part he created in the original picture), Rita Johnson, 
Karen Morley, Joan Banks and Frances Chaney. 





Borrowing another show’s studio audience to get a line on its new comic, 
Victor Borge, is the new tack hit on by J. Walter Thompsonites. Pre- 
ferring to get a direct reaction on the Danish comic before option time 
rolled around, agency had Borge take part in the afterpiece following the 
Rudy Vallee and Kay Kyser broadcasts. Results were said to be favor- 
able and agency producers believe they have a find in the versatile 
refugee, who is also an accomplished pianist. It marks a new departure 
in radio, that of moving in on available audiences to test the pull of a 
comic not connected with the show. 








| Idea of ushering in the new year with a religious program instead of 
|dance-band music will be carried out this season for the second consecu- 
itive time by WLW, Cincinnati. Will broadcast services from the Cadle 
| Tabernacle, Indianapolis, with a sermon, ‘Finishing to Begin,’ by the Rev. 
Howard Cadle. The program also will be heard on WLWO, international 
| short-waver. 

Isaac D. Levy, vice-president of WCAU, Philadelphia, kas proposed 
; that jhe Federal Communications Commission set aside a wave length to 
\be used only during night hours for air-raid alarms. Levy told the Phila- 
delphia Defense Council that citizens could set their dials to that particular 
| wave length before going to sleep, with the assurance that they would 
not be awakened except in an emergency. 


| 

J. Walter Thompson credits itself as furnishing the ad agency back- 
ground for John P. Marquand’s novel, ‘H. M. Pulham, Esquire,’ which Metro 
|; converted into a film. In a check of its records the agency found that 
Marquand was employed by it as a copywriter in 1923. None of the old- 
timers, however, could recall a ‘Hedy Lamarr’ who was a copywriter 
around the same skop at that time. 





Witmark’s patriotic number, ‘We Did It Before and We'll Do It Again’ 
went into Eddie Cantor’s musical, ‘Banjo Eyes’ in a last-minute switch 
when the show opened at the Hollywood theatre, N. Y., last Thursday 


(25). Gantor has been using the tune on his network program. 








KFRO has broadcast in Longview, Texas, since 1934 without its existence 
|} or its call letters ever being mentioned in the local newspapers. Now 
| James R. Curtiss has a swap deal with the weekly Longview Lens and 
the Longview News & Journal (daily) is carrying radio news. 

William Murray, of the William Morris office,,came out of a taxi acci- 
dent last week with a dislocated vertebra. The cab, in which he was a 
passenger, was struck by a truck. 








cal comedian. Show airs at 5:30 in 
the evening so as not to clash with 
his current stage engagement. 


Curtiss Candy through C. L. Miller 
handed CBS a renewal, and Melville 
shoe through Neff-Rogow has done 
the same for WABC, New York. 


aS re 





Radio Rhythm Club has arranged 
a 30 min. tribute to Mugsy Spanier, 
sess tagged ‘Grand-daddy of White 
Jazz.’ 







O 

Ann Tenna says: 
IS THE 
< BUDGET A MIDGET? 


Let me show you how a 
little money goes along way, and 
WINS the glad hand from New Yorkers 


(ln right here iistening for the 
phone—BRyant 9-6000) 





Joyce Barbour stars in a radio re- 
vue ‘Bar-bour Black Sheep.’ It’s in 
line with recent BBC move to show- 
case eomediennes, with a long-time 
following of stage fans, as air enter- 
tainment, 





Lord Dunsany’s ‘The Aurora Bo- 
realis’ taken off the shelf and given 
an ether treatment. It deals with 
World War One. 
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Reluctant on Cash Returns 





Publishing house which sells books by direct mail order is under 
fire from several western stations because of its violation of the money- 


back offer. 


Listeners have complained to the stations that instead of 


receiving their money back wken requested they have been given 
coupons which are negotiable for other books on the publisher’s list. 

The agency on the account has informed the stations that it is tak- 
ing the matter up with the client and that if the latter refuses to 
make good on the money back proposition the agency itself will put 
on the coin necessary to cover any claims received by the stations. 








600,000 Words or More Daily Pass 
Through Propaganda Analysis Mill 


Of FCC, 11 Monitoring Points 


Washington, Dec. 30. 


Even before the United States was 
Jap-wrestled into war, the hostili- 
ties overseas were burdening the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion greatly, especially in policing 
the domestic air boulevards and 
keeping tabs on foreign programs, 
the commish said in its annual re- 
port this week. Much of the rou- 
tine statement and review dealt 
with the defense situation in vari- 
ous phases. 

Commish dicktracyed ‘several 

thousand complaints of various il- 
legal radio operations or suspected 
violations’ and discovered 251 unli- 
censed transmitters, the document 
said. No breakdown was given, but 
it is not believed the total included 
any appreciable number trying to 
render a general broadcasting ser- 
vice. Through evidence supplied by 
FCC monitors, permits of four plants 
(type not stated) were revoked and 
‘some two score’ operators lost their 
papers. 
‘The commish revealed it has 11 
primary monitoring stations and 80 
secondary listening posts to track 
down illegal operators in this coun- 
try. In addition there are fleets of 
automobiles containing mobile ap- 
paratus. While locations were kept 
secret for defense reasons, the re- 
port sdid each state has at least one 
secondary station. 

Keeping up with the dictators, as 
well as the friendly powers, which 
is the most tedious commish de- 
fense assignment, includes. tran- 
scripting, analyzing and reporting on 
600,000 to 900,000 words, mostly 
propaganda, daily, the report said. 
Noting that ‘the volume of interna- 
tional broadcasts is enormous,’ the 
regulators said their forces at four 
places listen to 11 hours daily from 
Germany, six and a half from Brit- 
ain, four and a half from Japan and 
four hours from Raly—destined for 
U. S. audiences alone. In addition, 
programs beamed to South 
America and other sectors are stud- 
clues as to international 
maneuvers. 

‘Significant to our Foreign Broad- 
cast Monitoring Service are the dif- 
ferent treatments accorded the same 
news by a country in broadcasting 
to various nations,’ the report said. 
‘Seventy-five percent of the pro- 
grams intercepted from abroad are 
in languages other than English. .. . 
Much the same propaganda methods 
used before the days of radio have 
been adapted to broadcast in war- 
time. Though air technique is dif- 
ferent, there is much reliance in the 
Old devices of exaggeration, sup- 
pression, distortion, appeals to self- 
ish prides and interests, and ex- 
ploitation of prejudices and jealous- 
ies, 


others seek to cultivate groups and 
factions.’ 


GAMBLES ON ‘SUPERMAN’ 


Thinks Kids Can Prevail Over 
Parents’ Yen for Radio News 








Detroit, Dec. 30. 

Competing against four network 
Stations in this area, WJBK has 
come up with ‘Superman,’ pop juve- 
nile serial, to match up against the 
usual 6 to 6:15 p. m. newscasting 
via the chain set-ups. It’s a case of 
whether the small fry, who will 
want to listen to the famed serial, 
or their parents, with an ear for the 
news, will prevail with WJBK work- 
ing on the promise that the kids will 
Set the listening time. 

The serial is sponsored locally by 


Sucher Brothers, dealers in oil and | 


coal and operators of 17 
Station. 


service 





Some types of broadcast propa- | 
ganda are aimed at the masses, while | 








AFRA Signs KOIN-KALE 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 30. 

Local chapter of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists has 
signed a contract with the manage- 
ment of station KOIN-KALE. Don 
Kneass, president, and Phil Irwin, 
executive-secretary, handled the ne- 
gotiations for the union. 

AFRA already had a contract with 
KGW-KEX. 
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FCC WANTS DETAILED DATA FOR 60-DAYS — 


IN PROBE OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE RAD 


Stations Must Tell What Programs Drew Audience 





‘the names of each sponsor and his 
product, whether interpretive news 


Criticism—FCC and FBI Seen Stalking Possible »*0@dcasts are featured, source of 


Axis Influence 





Washington, Dec. 30. 

Minute-by-minute account of 
foreign language activities for the 
60-day span centering on the war 
outbreak is required of American 
broadcasters by the FCC in a further 
Government move to tighten the 
guards against subversive activities, 
fifth columnists, spies, and traitors. 
Extremely comprehensive reports 
must be submitted by Jan. 15. 

Reflecting the spy-consciousness 
within Federal circles, the Commish 
wants reams of information never 
previously required, though the 
questionnaire is described as ‘in con- 
nection with the Conimission’s gen- 
eral survey of foreign language 
broadcasts.’ Significant inquiry is 
that calling for explanation why the 
amount of time devoted to alien- 
tongue programs has grown or de- 
clined since Dec. 7, the day the 
shooting started. 

From an item-by-item explanation 
of every non-English announcement 


| fect 





to a statement of ‘future plans,’ ope- 
rations of foreign language trans- 
mitters must be described minutely. 


news, reasons why verbatim recorde 
ings are not made, length of time 
| records are kept, percentage of total] 
revenue from time sold for alien 
| lingo advertising, number of partici- 
| pants in each program, and length of 
| time scheduled programs have to 


The Commish also wants to know | TUM. 


whether there has been any criticism 
of non-English programs, with re- 
port as to the identity of the pro- 
gram drawing unfavorable comment 
and tabulations of the source. 
Possible ban on alien lingo broad- 
casting is seen in the FCC quiz. Sta- 
tions are asked to give their ap- 
praisal of such programs, stating 
opinion about ‘their psychological ef- 
upon foreign groups, their 
Americanization value, and so forth.’ 
Much of the info required is rou- 
tine. Such as biographical data 
(length of service, citizenship, du- 
ties) about every individual con- 
cerned with non-English broadcasts, 
description of the safeguards to pre- 
vent deviation from scripts and the 
degree of supervision exercised. But 
the Commish also wants to know the 
revenue derived, the audience served, 


| Federal policy regarding non- 
| English broadcasting still is undee 
cided. In some quarters, it is felt the 
| impossibility of preventing disloyal 
| scripters or spielers from transmit- 
ting code signals to alien agents ig 
so important that all foreign lingo 
should be banned from the air. But 
a case also is made out in favor of 
continuance, in order to strengthen 
the loyalties of the substantial per- 
centage of non-citizens and to get 
official information to relatively 
large segments of the population 
which cannot easily be reached in 
any other fashion. 





Ray Jones, executive secretary of 
the Chicago local of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, vaca- 





tioning in Mexico. 
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Weve heard about those people who take their kudoes 
neat. But, honestly how do you wear an honor well, when 


somebody puts the finger on you and publicly proclaims... 


“THE PICTURE OF WCAU’S POLICY AND 
ITS DEFINITION OF THE OBLIGATIONS OF 
RADIO CAN FIT ONLY A LARGE FRAME.” 


That’s what Variety said in awarding WCAU a 1941 Plaque 
for Showmanagement. Frankly, we're elated over that citation 
...@lated over this new recognition of WCAU’s dominance 
in the Philadelphia market. 


Advertisers know that the Big Job of 1942 demands a big, 
influential station. We submit this Variety citation as further 
evidence of the station to use in Philadelphia. Dollar 
for dollar, you'll get more for your money on WCAU. 


50,000 WATTS IN ALL DIRECTIONS 





Philadelphia © WCAU Building, 1622 Chestnut Street... New York City + CBS Building, 485 Medison Avenue... Chicege, til. 
Virgil Reiter, 400 North Michigan Avenue ... Boston, Mess. © Berthe Bannon, 338 Little Building . . . Pacific Coast + Pevi H. Raymer Compeny 
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JOHN BROWN and EDDIE GREEN 
With ‘Saturday Vaudeville’ 
LEVER BROS. 
Saturday, 11:30 a.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Two semi-name actors of radio, | 
John Brown and Eddie Green, have | 
teamed to form that almost unheard. | 
of combination, a white and colored | 
comedy act. Whether they'll con-| 
tinue permanently would apparently | 
depend on how they're received and | 
how many bookings they get. On the | 
basis of their appearance on the} 
‘Saturday Vaudeville’ program last | 
week (27) for Lever Bros., via NBC- | 
Red (WEAF), they would provide a} 
solidly funny regular spot on a var} 
riety series. 

In style and delivery, Brown and 
Green suggest Abbott and Costello. 
Brown, familiar via the Fred Allen 
program and various other shows, is | 
the aggressive straight. Green, the} 


querulous little colored guy who | 
clicked on Broadway as the Lord | 
High Executioner in ‘Hot Mikado 


>and currently a regular on ‘Duffy’s | 
Tavern,’ is the always blundering 
and beguiling comic. At this ca-ch- 
ing, Brown was a department store 
employee and Green the customer 
who wanted to return various pur- 
chases. His reasons were invariably 
balmy, but in each case his exasper- 
ating explanation drove Brown to 
frantic acquiescence. coy 
Material was well scripted, while} 
their two highly individual styles 
contrasted effectively. Brown un- 
erringly set up the situations and 
Green whacked across the tag. 
Hobe. 





‘BEST OF THE WEEK’ 

With Benny Rubin, Dorothy Cerdray, 
Bob Carroll, Hans Conried, Fer- 
dinand Munier, Jerry MHausner, 
Shirley Mitchell, Hal Gibney, Gor- 
don Jenkins orch. 

25 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 12:30 Midnight 

WEAF-NBC, New York. 

Variety sustainer originating in 
Hollywood is an ‘idea’ show. Al- 
though the entertainment content is 
only average, the distinct formula 
should stir interest and, if properly 
developed and exploited, might have 
definite commercial prospects. With 
a sponsor’s budget and the conse- | 
quent improvement in script and| 





A rash of Olsen and Johnson 
daffiness is breaking out among 
the late hour stations both in and 
out of New York. This is espe- 
cially true over at NBC. Just 
what this network’s inept pair 
are trying to do will likely re- 
main an unimportant puzzle. The 
comedy theme is to remind you, 
constantly, of how bad the pro- 
gram is, and then to ask why 
anyone listens to it. Gentlemen, 
let us try to aid you in yotr 
problem. In the first place, you 
are right; in the second, there are 
two answers—Few and Phew 
Everyone was having such a nice, 
quiet afternoon last Friday lis- 
tening to the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra and Eugene Ormandy in- 
terpret Schubert and Rimsky- 
Kersakoff. When, for an encore, 
the boys put another crack in 
the bell and blew the roof off 
with a fine rendition of ‘Stars and 
Stripes Forever.’ It put Sousa 
’way out front on the day, nor 
has the town heard such excite- 


ment since Navy’s first touch- 
down....What a swell little tune 
WJZ’s Sunday morning String 


Choir made of ‘How About You?’ 
They oucht to get that arrange- 
ment on wax, quick....Three 
sessions with the Barton Family, 
over a period of three weeks, 
prompts the belief that, for merit, 
it ranks second only to the Ald- 
rich group in that field. And 
how long it waited for a sponsor 
....Why doesn’t someone make 
an official orchestration of “The 
Star-Spangled Banner’ and in- 
troduce it with that long, swell- 
ing drum roll the British mili- 
tary bands employ for ‘God Save 
the King?’ As it stands, every 
band over here has a different 
conception of our national an- 
them—besides which that sweep- = 
ing roll of the drums can lift 
your hair another inch. 

Shudders of the week: What 
those Japs have to look forward 
to. 








production, it could be a click. | ‘CAVALCADE OF MUSK” 
Title suggests the program’s pat-| With Mefvin ENiott 
tern. Various ingredients are drama- | 25 Mins. (Recorded) 
tization of the Best Human Interest | Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 
Story of the Week, Best Hollywood | WQXR, New York 
Story of the Week, Best Army Story This recorded series reviving tunes 
of the Week, and Best Laughs of the | trom Broadway musical comedy and 
Week, plus Dorothy Cordray’s vocal! revue hits of the past should be a 
of Best New Tune of the Week and | natural for a local New York station 
Bob Carroll’s ditto of Best Song of} particularly one specializing in mu- 
the Week. Benny Rubin is m.c. and | sical programs, such as WQXR Each 
Gordon Jenkins batons the orchestra. | stanza takes a specifie span of ‘Yvears 
Joe Parker writes and Ned Tollinger | offering a number or medley from 
directs. ; |the standout shows of that period. 
On the basis of the Saturday night | There’s also brief background com- 
(27) edition, the material under each | ment about each show and conditions 


classification was subject to im-| and happenings current at the time 
provement. But that could be cor-|it was produced. Program thus 
rected. The framework is there. nostalgia with sock music 


Hobe. of the familiar past. 


Strangely, the principal flaw on 
the Thursday (25) edition was pure- 
ly mechanical—the actual turntabling 





ofthe ta 


EDITH DICK UPPED 


> |of the records themselves. Several 
Former Secretary Now Assistant | times there were notable pauses be- 
General Manager of WWRL tween the announcement and the 
RTS beginning of the record, in one in- 

Number of executive and person- “ve 1 in wana - aninen ade 
SO! econds or more. n another case 

nel changes were mad iW { te sty 
g nade at WWRL, |the wrong record was apparently 


Woodside, N. Y., iast week by Robert 
A. Chatterwood, general manager. 
Edith Dick, former secretary of Wil- 
liam H. Reuman and recently office 
manager, has been upped to assistant 
general manager. 

Dudley Connolly becomes program 
director, Walter Caner director of 


| started, for, after several bars of un- 
recognized music, there was a pause 
and then the proper number began. 

Arch Kepner prepares and writes 
the program, the continuity being 
fairly interesting, but lacking sparkle 
or distinction. Melvin Elliott is an- 
nouncer. Stanza caught offered se- 


publicity and promotion, A | ieee, cram, The Band Wagon,’ 
promotic dolph | ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ ‘Of Thee I Sing” 


Gobel musical director and Fr 
rector <¢ red ‘Gay Divor > ¢ ; . 
3 a ay Divorcee, é ttie Fast- 
Barr advances from announcer to} er’ ‘ang ‘T fhe Eee F Pine ag Nh ie 
night studio ‘manager. ‘Was 1931-1933 ; J — Hobe 
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Followup Comment 


SEEEASEFEFESE SHEFF OOF 


Madeleine Carroll, George Murphy 
and Gene Raymond teamed persua- 
sively Sunday night (28) on CBS in 
‘Long Engagement,’ an ingeniously 
written sentimental yarn on_ the 
Gulf-Sereen Guild program. Harry 
Ackerman’s production, with a be- 
coming musical background, deftly 
wove the dramatization in and out 
of Miss Carroll's first-person narra- 
Actress has an appealing voice 





} tion. 


and infectious warmth, but of course | 


| the mental picture of her tended to 
| make the story of a guy stalling their 
wedding for 13 years pretty fantastic. 
Murphy clicked neatly as the man- 
to-the-rescue, but Raymond was 
present mostly by proxy as the pro- 
crastinating sweetie. 


George Jessel’s 15-minute stanza 
| for McSorley’s Ale over WEAF on 
| Friday (26) at 6:45 p.m. was in the 
| warm nostalgic vein. From begin- 
ning to end, commercials exeluded, 
the period was sparked by the flavor 
of this raconteur. It was pleasant 
listening as Jessel handled it. Ma- 
terial wes well chosen and, as usual, 
delivered in excellent style. He 


the Corner and how it was so named 
by Joseph Jefferson, and made men- 
tion of the fact that most of the mar- 
riages there*turned out to be happy 
ones. 


saying 
‘Join Cochrane’s 


ors, signs 
Wanted,’ 

the Draft. He spoke of the boys 
James R. Young's articles on Japan, 
leading into humorous: bit about the 
Jap aliens now on Ellis Island who 
don’t shave. He said there was a 
Chinese barber, named Hot Low, to 
look after the Japs and that Hot Low 
kept sharpening his razor and con- 
tinually saying he was ‘Jap-happy.’ 


‘America the Free,’ musical Satur- 
day morning show on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) for Anacin, remains ag- 





gressively ordinary so as to appeal 
to the widest possible tastes. From 
its start last summer it has stressed 


'the patriotic slant, but is naturally 

| leaning much further that way now. | 
), the show is | 
out- | 


As heard last week (27 
;pretty much divided between 
right band numbers and mass popu- 
larity sentiment. When the two ap- 
proaches can be combined, as in ‘Oh 
Boy, Oh Boy, Oh Boy, Oh Boy, We 
Got Fun, We Got Freedom, We Got 
Joy,’ it’s plainly a natural and a 
‘must.’ Regarding the technical han- 
idling of the program, there’s need 
for coordination by the network. 
‘America the Free’ is aboye all a 
loud show. It’s designed and pro- 
duced that way. But following im- 
mediately after ‘Reflections in 
Rhythm, from KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
its first blasting notes are enough to 
burst the eardrums. Until net- 
work panelmen get together, the 
listener will continue to have to leap 
out of his chair to tune down his set. 


+} 
tne 





‘Kay Thompson & Co,’ informal 
comedy-music sustainer Saturday 
|mornings on CBS, is apparently 


more fun for those in the studio than 
for tuners-in. Comedy currently is 
puerile in the writing and labored in 


delivery. Musically, what is obvi- 
supposed to be casual 
merely sloppy. All of which is par- 
|ticularly unfortunate because Miss 
Thompson, Bob Hannon, 

Gross and the others are 
talented. Easy casualness in 
tainment is one of the most difficult 
qualities to attain. Usually, it results 
not from off-handed, careless per- 
formance, but the most painstaking 
preparation and work. On _ last 
Saturday’s installment, Miss Thomp- 
son closed with a sincere and fairly 


ously sounds 


clearly 
enter- 


spoke of the Little Church Around | 








| 


He touched on the New York | the exception of 
scene of 1861, when posters were up| younger 
everywhere calling men.to the col-| played, particularly Dorothy Lowell's 
‘Mounted Men | touching reading of the fairy story. 
Irish | A memorable example of how im- 
Legion’ and ‘$15 Exempts You from | pressive commercial daytime drama 
| can be, but rarely is. 
now rushing to the colors and of | 





| (WEAF) from Chicago, continues to 


|sor representative or agency super- 
| visor to cramp him, he nevertheless 


|commercial dramatic half-hours. 


ito that 


Walter | 


| beefed. 


impressive spiel about the perform- | 


er’s duties during war times, 
joined the others in singing 
i sentimental throat-catcher from 


that 
the 


last war, ‘Keep the Home Fires 
Burning.’ It was mildly effective, 
but too slow. Incidentally, Perry 


Lafferty, who gets billing as director 
land even has himself written into 
| the script of ‘Matinee at Meadow- 
brook,’ contrived the same things on 
| this show, thereby getting himself 
| four network mentions on a single 
|day—not bad for a staff production 
| man. 

‘Our Gal Sunday’ offered an im- 
aginative, sensitively written and af- 
fecting Christmas show Thursday 
(25) on CBS. Woven deftly into the 
program’s regular story thread, the 
episode opened with the heroine and 
her husband, Lord Henry, trying to 
reach the latter’s Uncle Percy by 
phone to bring about a reconciliation. 
Unable to do so, they went into the 
nursery. where Sunday reed a tender 
little fairy story to their two adopt- 
ed children—about how a crippled 
urchin, carried to the cathedral by 
| his sister for the Christmas service, 
| was miraculously cured by faith. At 
| the finale, Uncle Percy walked into 
| the room to rejoin them in Christ- 
| mas friendliness, while Lord Henry 
|saw the fairy story’s miracle as a 
| parable. Despite one or two minor 
| flaws, such as the failure to explain 
| Uncle Percy’s quick arrival after he 
| was ‘unable’ to come to the phone, 
Helen Walpole’s script was mature 

in theme and expressively written 





then | 


The 
| customary 
| The top pops, naturally, were lushly 
| orchestrated and played with Wood’s 


Columbia’s Christmas Clambake — 


[= 





If ever a special event went blooey in an almost nightmarish way 
it was Columbia’s Christmas matinee attempt at ‘Exchange of Christ- 
mas Greetings Between ‘Little People’ of the United States and Great 
Britain. The announcer in New York just couldn’t seem to con- 
nect with his quarries in the British Isles and if he were cut into 
something emanating from the other side it was a group of revelers 
flapping their tonsils in discordant community sings or some cheer 
leader calling on the boys and girls to come through with vim when 
their caroling of “The Gang’s All Here’ got to the line, ‘What the hell 
do we care.’ 

First, it was a Welsh mining town that Columbia, N. Y., tried to 
awake in response to a greeting of a Welshman out in Iowa, and the 
best that CBS, N. Y., could do was to read the contents of a cable- 
gram which represented wkat the spokesman of the Welsh mining 
town would have said if he could have been contacted. “Several times 
CBS, N. Y., tried to bring in Bob Trout, who was supposed to be at the 
Eagles Club, London, but at each pickup all that came forth was that 
offkey ensemble rehearsal. Finally CBS, N. Y., read a cablegram 
containing what Trout would have said if he were at the mike. 

For 364 days a year Columbia can tune in farflung outposts of the 
globe with the ease of telephone around the corner of Madison and 
52nd street, but on Christmas Day it has to fail in plugging in what 
had become of its No. 1 long-distance loop on its homeoffice switch- 
board. Aside from the irony of it, the trade wa’ still wondering the 
next day or two just what happened to Trout after he reached the 
Eagles Club, if he did, and what might be the disillusioning affects 
on the disciples of “The Message to Garcia.’ 





—— 





It was skillfully produced, with an; tual reporting, personal reactions, 
eloquent musical background run-/ exhortation and defiance of the Japs, 
ning through the action, and, with At times, it has seemed a little less 
the trick-voice | subjectivity and a bit more of the 
was persuasively | objectivity displayed by American 
correspondents in London, for in- 
stance, would be advisable in Silon’s 
case. Of course, the situations are 
not exactly parallel. Silon appeared 
to be letting his wishes get the better 
of his judgment when on a broadcast 
some days ago he advanced the 
theory that Japan might be conduct- 
ing only ‘a token campaign.’ 

oe was not the — Snore 
warning suddenly interrupted the |™iker guilty of wishful thinking. 
Lucky Strike program shortly after | Arthur Hale, whose material for 
nine o'clock Saturday (27) night. It | ‘Confidentially Yours’ on Mutual is 
cut in on Barry Wood’s vocalizing | Supplied by Transradio Press, about 
with the Mark Warnow orchestra. | the same time elaborated upon the 
Announcer made it abundantly clear | idea the Pearl Harbor disaster might 
that this was only a test warning. | 80 down in history as a U. S. strate- 
‘Hit Parade’ went along with | gic victory. This was after Secretary 
smoothness otherwise. | Of Navy Knox had reported on the 
extensive damage done to American 
warships, etc. 


child, 


Anacin’s com- 
mercials were eliminated for the 
holiday, so the script ran the full 15 
minutes, 


Sharp whistle of a test air raid 


mellow vocals registering strongly. a, 


ENen Drew and James Craig were 








‘Hot Copy,’ dramatic sustainer late 
Saturday nights on NBC-Red 


have the weaknesses of commercial 
dramatic shows without their slick- 
ness. Thus, although author Jack Le 
Frendre has no super-cautious spon- 


melodramatic stuff 
found on any of the 
His | 
writing is inferior to that of the 
better sponsored shows and superior 
of the weak ones. In other 
words, commonplace. As heard 
Saturday night (27), Le Frendre has 
altered the program’s formula some- 
what, so the action no longer stems 
directly from the femme columnist. 
That’s more logical, but less effective 
dramatically, for it lessens the inter- 
est in his romantic central character. 
Stanza heard was a whooper-dooper 


writes the usual 
that can be 


erime yarn about ‘The Duchess,’ the 
tough proprietress of a gambling 
dive, the Chez Moderne. She ratted 
when the law caught up with her at 
the fadeout. Production was good 
enough, 


WMCA, New York, is doing all 


right by itself on those N. Y. Times 
yn-the-hour news flashes, but some- 
times it’s an awful price for the 


listener to pay before the newscast: 
come on. The plentitude of pre- 
commercials and those station break 
plugs are frequently exasperating. 
It’s a wonder the Times _ hasn’t 


Bert Silon, broadcasting from Ma- 
nila over NBC on Dec. 28, said that 
the lifting of the 20-day blackout— 
announced at 4 p.m. there, as part of 
the policy of declaring the Philip- 
pine Island capital as an open city— 
would bring a reopening of motion- 
picture theatres and an increase in 
restaurant business Night clubs, 
Silon added, would undoubtedly re- 
ceive their share of after-dark pat- 
ronage. He spoke of the depressing 
effect which the blackout had upon 
the populace. Silon’s salvos have 
been a combination of graphic fac- ! 


|; Same 


| discuss. 
fell like mad and proved easier than 


| did the 


fog-bound Sunday night (28) in 
‘Wings for the Lady,’ a little opus 
concocted in an off moment by True 
Boardman for ‘Silver Theatre’ on 
CBS. There was a fairly provocative 
idea behind the story of the young 
ferme flyer who couldn’t get a com- 
mercial or service pilot assignment 
because of her sex. However, it re- 
mained lost in clouds of highfalutin’ 
dialog and trite situation. Two leads 


| didn’t help matters by their expres- 


sionless performances. 





‘Polka Dots,’ four young men who 
have turned an announced hebby of 
harmonica playing into a regular act, 
play the classics, straight, hot swing 
and the pops, on NBC blue sustain- 
They manipulate mouth organs 
with considerable dexterity and skill. 
Grew pretty torrid on an early-after- 
noon shot heard a few days ago. The 


ers 


| most melodious bit came inastraight 


walfz-tempo classic, 
which the boys later jazzed. ‘The 
Polka Dot Polka’ was offered near 
the finish. The announcer, like many 
now working on musical programs, 
trove for a slight comedy touch. No 
little of this business makes for ver- 
bosity. Only here and there does it 
come off successfully. 


rendition of a 


Phil Baker’s debut on ‘Take-It-or- 
Leave-It’ Sunday night (28) for Ever- 
sharp over NBC-Blue was a com- 
petent, highly showmanly job. Baker 
handled the contestants with the 
eclat that distinguished Bob 
Hawk, his predecessor m.c., and in 
addition seemed primed with a flock 
of surefire gags and wheezes to 
punctuate this or that subject, which 
the try-for-the-$64-quizzers chose to 
Incidentally, those 64 bucks 


guessing a song title on a Kay Kyser 
quiz. Seemingly Eversharp is 
loosening the budget and all but 
giving it away. Missouts were few 
and Baker took it more to heart than 
losers. Anyway, the teeoff 
show for the former Dole Pineapple 
kid was al] that -could be wanted, 
plus. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio Trade Is Discussinc: Whether radio will be expected to 
provide leadership or merely facilities for wartime morale—whether 
other political appointments will be as comforting as J. Harold Ryan 
as radio censor—whether there will be a scarcity of station engineers 
soon—the increase in news sponsors along with the decrease in total 
volume of news under censorship—the quickening of pace in CBS short- 
wave—the elevation of Mark Woods and Edgar Kobak and the recogni- 
tion given E. P. H. James through the Blue separation. 











John McKay was host to about 200 at a Christmas party staged in the 
NBC press offices last week . . . Philco television director Frank Vreeland 
holidaying in New York from Philadelphia . . . NBC, like WITH, Baltimore 
has a new company trademark, designed by Edward de Salisbury ... B. 
Fernandez Aldana, from Mexico, now with New York office of WRUL, 
Boston. ‘ 

John McMillin, Compton agency radio head, to Coast last weekend for 
the preem of ‘Hap Hazard’ for Procter & Gamble... Due back in about 
three weeks ... Nelson Case in Doctors’ Hospital with stomach ailment 
put due to resume work on his various shows next week ... Bill von Zehle 
of MCA’s Coast office, east and back the beginning of this week .. . The 
Hal James (Florence Sperl) spent Christmas in Chicago ... Ditto the Bill 
Tuttles (Alice Frost) . . . Mark Smith had severe liver attack, but con- 
tinued working ... Charles Underhill, of B.B.D.& O., to Columbus on busi- 
ness next week .. . Noxzema’s ‘Battle of Boroughs’ goes off WABC Satur- 
day nights, with Pet Milk’s ‘Saturday Night Serenade’ extending from the 
network to fill the local spot as well... Raymond Massey will do Arch 
Oboler’s ‘This Precious Freedom’ this Sunday night (28) on ‘Keep ’Em 
Rolling,’ the OEM show on Mutual... CBS will probably move its ‘World 
Today’ news pickup from Sunday afternoon to the 8-8:30 spot that night 
when Helen Hayes show folds with the Feb. 1 stanza... Victor Packer 
ard Wolf Younin, of WBYN, subbing for Maurice Rappel on the latter’s 
Yiddish show on WWRL during Rappel’s illness . . . Bill Murray, of Wil- 


_liam Morris office, bedded with back ailment ... NBC-Blue (WJZ) drop- 


ping its Saturday night dramatic sustainer, ‘The Bishop and the Gargoyle’ 
...Doug Coulter recovered from flu and back at the grind...Carol Irwin, 
of Young & Rubicam, out because of a cold. 

Eric Arthur is the scripter of the Jan. 2 edition of ‘Grand Central Sta- 
tion,’ on which Karen Morley and Elspeth Eric will be the leads ... Ira 
Ashley is starting his third year as director of the series . . . Dinah Shore 
was to have guested Sunday night (28) on the OEM show, ‘Keep ’Em Roll- 
ing,’ but was prevented because of a previous date on the Agriculture De- 
partment’s nutrition series, ‘Listen, America’... It was a double from her 
regular Sunday night program for Bristol-Myers . .. Radio Actress Frances 
Chaney will be married Jan. 9 to David Lardner, of the New Yorker mag 
staff... Script writer John T. W. Martin out of the hospital, but confined 
to his home with skin-grafting on the foot injury received in a taxi 
crackup. 

This is the washup week for Kirkman soap sponsorship of the re- 
corded ‘Betty and Bob’ over WEAF local .. . It starts bankrolling ‘Can 
You Top This?’ over Mutual next Tuesday (6) ... Another casualty this 
week is the Lever Bros. Saturday vaudeville on NBC-Red (WEAF)... 
Hallmark greeting cards drops the Tuesday and Thursday shots of Tony 
Wons this week, but continues the Sunday afternoon edition, all via NBC- 
Red ... Bill Borthwick, former WWRL announcer, has joined the Canadian 
Royal Air Force ., , Gertrude Onnen and Harold Vermilyea currently with 
‘Orphans of Divorce’... Skippy Homeier joined ‘Stella Dallas’ . . . Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet, reported considering dropping either ‘Myrt and Marge’ or 
‘Stepmother,’ has renewed both . . . Procter & Gamble has also picked up 
a flock of options—on all its shows except the already-reported ‘Guiding 
Light’... Transamerican has recorded a serial version of the Kaufman- 
Hart comedy, ‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ and is offering it to agencies. 

Emil Corwin, of NBC’s press department, recovered from serious illness 
...-Ted Steele, who filed suit for AFRA arbitration to avoid transfer of 
his management contract from NBC Artists Service to new National Con- 
cert & Artists Corp. (Morton-Tuthill-Levine-Bottoroff group), has with- 
drawn the action and signed a new contract extending four more years.... 
‘Michael and Kitty,’ comedy-whodunit via NBC-Blue (WJZ) for Canada 
Dry, changed title to ‘Michael Piper, Private Detective’....Cancellation 
of last week's ‘Mr. District Attorney’ for a Red Cross show enabled Vicki 
Vola to spend Christmas with her family in Denver....‘Jones and I,’ 
comedy-drama sustainer Saturday mornings on CBS, folds and will be 
replaced by the return of ‘What’s New at the Zoo?,’ originating at the 
Bronx (N.Y.) zoo... .‘Affairs of Tom, Dick and Harry,’ comedy sustainer 
Monday nights on Mutual, from WGN, Chicago, is dropped in favor of 
Music That Endures,’ originating at the same station with Henry Weber's 
orchestra, chorus and soloists....Alfred Wallenstein’s ‘Sinfonietta’ series 
£0es into the Thursday night sppt on Mutual, replacing the Treasury 
Department’s ‘America Preferred,’ which moves to Saturday nights.... 
Carolina Playmakers, dramatic group of the University of North Carolina, 
at Chapel Hill, starts a sustaining series Saturday afternoons on Mutual 
. +. .George Zachary, who worked out the ‘Ellery Queen’ program with 
Frederic Dannay and Manfred Lee and directed the original sustaining 
series on CBS, signed as free-lancer to direct it for Ruthrauff & Ryan... 
He’ll continue directing the Andre Koste'anetz show Sunday afternoons 
for Coca-Cola (D’Arcy agency), also t:-e-lance....‘Green Hornet’ from 
Mutual to NBC-Blue. 

Weiss & Geller, Inc., has been chartered to conduct a general advertis- 
ing business in New York, Capital stock is $10,000, $1 par value ... 
Charley Vanda, CBS west coast production chief, has been east a month 
(Continued on page 36) 
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MARTIN SUTTI’S PLEDGE 


Denies Aiding Axis From San Luis 
Potosi, Mexico 


IN NOVEMBER 


43% 


of all national spot. adver- 
tising on the air in Baltimore 
Was carried by WFBR. 


Mexico City, Dec. 30. 
Charges made to the Ministry of 
Communications and Public Works, 
ruler of air affairs in this country, 
that he is conducting an Axis powers 
radio station in San Luis Potosi City, 








ikey central town, were denied by 
Martin Sutti on a special trip here. 
Sutti showed the Ministry documents 
signed by the U.S. embassy that 
though he is of Italian descent he 


a Kadio Station, — 
is an American. He made a written 
pledge of loyalty to the Mexican 


A 
BA LT i PA @) ot E government and the charges were 


INSTITUTION | withdrawn. 


Harre Joins WIND, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 30. 
Arthur Harre has been named lo- 
cal sales manager of Station WIND 
| by president Ralph Atlass. 
Harre comes over from WAAF, 


Chicago, where he Na 


Wore a jut 











WFBR 


on 
MUTUAL Network: 


peen manager 





or past six years 








RED CROSS SWAMPED 


Woman Broadcaster Will Relieve 
Q.-A. Pressure on WSAY 








Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 30. 

Helen Oviatt Griffin, socialite and 
former ‘social secretary’ over WHAM, 
takes five-minute daily spot on 
WSAY called ‘Women in Defense.’ 
She will cover news items of what 
women are doing, activities of or- 
ganizations, and particularly serve as 
clearing house for Red Cross info, as 
this outfit has been swamped with 
calls, 

Program also aims to speed sale of 
defense bonds to women. 





Chicago.—Fred Scott, announcer, 


has joined WJJD. Last with WAVE, 
Louisville, 





Muzak’s Subsid for F-M Stations 


William Benton, Waddill Catchings, P. K. Leberman 


Directors of New Corporation 





Albany, Dec. 30. ,Circle’ mag and owner of station 
Muzak Radio Broadcasting Station, | properties in the Pacific northwest. 
Inc., has been chartered to conduct a| Capital stock is $1,000, $1 par value 
1 ras = ‘8 | for each share. 
— ap: 10 roadcasting remnmgnd The foregoing incorporation covers 
with principal offices in Manhattan.! two Frequency-Modulation opera- 
The directors are William Benton, | tions, one a commercial station and 
one-time partner in Benton & ge Ma Borers nd peter feeding 
; : : | § ce. e former i 

Bowles, Waddill Catchings, chairman | air as W47NY grin wap ~ Live tig 
of the board of Muzak, Inc., and P. K.| having a little trouble getting started 
Leberman, head of ‘The Family; because of slow delivery of material, 











A SPECIFIC POLL— 


, 


reveals how successfully 
WBBM builds specific shows 
to sell specific products 


a new account, the first week, 
received traceable returns 
eighteen times his investment — 


No wonder 80% of all accounts renew — a 


May we’progr 
with our ten million listeners? 


cw 
lh > 


yh 


am you to top man position” 


*Clients on WBBM shows more than o yeor, 


——- | 
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On the sales effectiveness 
of WBBM-developed programs — 


Our oldest advertiser now invests 
seven times more than when he started 


, —and has cut selling costs in half — 


@ national spot client had past year's 
Chicago sales zoom 45% up 


and the average established sponsor” 


currently using a WBBM-devised program 
has been with us four and a half years 
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Bs 
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State-Wide Webs Are Organized; 


Fisher Proposal 


Is ‘Victory Network 


— +o oOo FOO 6465696 66466464- 


Seattle, Dec. 30. 

A state wide radio network, using 
all existing facilities plus 
those of independent has 
been set up in Washington and its 
use offered to the state for civilian 
defense instruction, morale building 
programs or other features. 

Idea was first advanced 
Fisher, KOMO-KJR, NBC, and the 
committee handling the arrange- 


ments includes Fisher; H. J. Quil- 
liam, KIRO, CBS and Rogan Jones, 


network 
stations, 


by Birt 





KVOS, Mutual Bellingham. Pete 
Lyman, public relations head at; 
KOMO-KJR, is acting as liaison man | 
between the stations and Walter | 
Williams, head of the state Civilian 
Defense Council. 

Titled the ‘Victory Network’ the | 
web will reach every city and town} 
in the state and programs already | 
set and offered to the stations in- 
clude a fifteen minute program six 
days a week, 2:15-2:30 p.m., and a 
Sunday spot 12:45-1 p.m. 

War Unites Scrappers 
Milwaukee, Dec. 30. 

Although there is not always ideal 
harmony between Wisconsin radio 
stations, all 19 of them have united 
solidly for the duration of the war 
and placed their combined facili- 
ties at the disposal of the Wiscon- 
sin State Defense commission for all 
matters pertaining to detense, sub- 
ject to the call of Gov. Julius P. Heil 
at any moment so _ instantaneous 
communication may be had with the 
entire state. 

First program demonstrating the 
efficiency of the hookup went on 
Monday night (29) with an appeal 
by the governor for a united and 
relentless war effort, this particular 
broadcast originating in the WTMJ 
studios. 


' 





Payroll Traffic 


So an tn tn tn ah dt din dint tn tan Andi tn ial 


Philadelphia—William Smith, for- 
merly with WKNW, Kingston, N.Y., 
has been added to the announcing 
staff of WHAT. He'll also handle 
publicity. 

Florence Smith, once with KYW, 
has joined the sales department of 
WFIL. 

Doris Turner has been named as- 
sistant program director of K53PH, 
WFIL’s F-M adjunct. 

Boston—Sherman Feller, formerly 
with WMUR, Manchester, N.H., and 
WLLH, Lowell, has joined WEEI an; 
nouncing staff. 





West Yarmouth, Mass.—Harvey 
Sennett, WOCB control engineer, has 
resigned to join Army Signal Corps 
at Monmouth, N.J. 

Frank L. Miller, WOCB continuity 
writer, resigned to become a flying 
cadet with Army Air Corps, 





Milwaukee—George Comte, news- 
caster of WTMJ, now second lieu- 
tenant in the United States Army. 





Wichita, Kas.—Roy Stokely, for- 
merly of sales department of KFBI, 
now city traffic and sales manager 
for Continental Air Lines here, 





Rochester, N. Y¥.—Paul Lorentz, 
announcer at WSAY, local Mutual 
outlet, left last week to join the 
Polish army in Canada. Bill Rega, 
continuity head, has joined the U. 8. 
Army Signal Corps. 





Buffalo—War caused Announcer 
Doug Mitchell to resign from 
WBNY and enlist in Navy, and sent 
Larry Bailey from WBEN technical 
staff to Washington for training in 








Naval Reserve. Replaced at WBEN 


by Paul Leitner. 

Jim Wells, WBEN sports an- 
nouncer, got captain’s commission 
on staff of Brig. Gen. Edwin Zieg- 
ler, Fourth Brigade. 





Lynchburg, Va.—Grover Cobb, an- 
nouncer at WLVA here since August, 
returns to Salina, Kas., his home 
town, to become program director 
fo. KSAL. 





Philadelphia — Carl Will, former 
labor editor of the Philadelphia Rec- 
ord, has been named news editor of 
WIP. He succeeds Edward Mayer, 
resigned. 

Youngstown, O.— Georgia David- 
son, publicity and musical director of 
WKBN, Youngstown, has been named 
co-chairman of the Youngstown Of- 
fice of Civilian Defense. 





Cincinnati.— David E. Partridge 
has joined the Crosley staff as as- 
sistant to Milton F. ‘Chick’ Alli- 


‘son, WLW promotion manager. They 


were together on KMBC, Kansas 
City. 

Kit Fox has been appointed co- 
ordinator of public affairs and de- 
fense broadcasts for the Crosley 
stations. 





New Yerk City—Herman Florez 
has joined the WOR engineering de- 
partment to work at the transmitter 
at Carteret, N. J., replacing George 
W. Klingman, who resigned to ac- 
cept a job in the development labo- 
ratory at RCA. Florez was formerly 
chief engineer at WVFW, Brooklyn. 


Bill Pennell, formerly with WIOD, 
Miami, has joined the announcing 
staff of WHN, New York. 





Ralph Gleason at CBS 


Ralph J. Gleason, from Prinier’s 
Ink, has succeeded Bob Gerdy as 
trade press contact of the CBS pub- 
licity department in N. Y. 

Gerdy goes with Donovan com- 
mittee. 





} 















ATTENTION 


Novelty Singing Acts 
Singles (own accompaniment) 
Song and Dialogue Acts 


Here’s an OPPORTUNITY for you to make a desirable 


connection with the country’s most important Midwestern 


radio station. 


IF you are interested... IF you have had at least three 
years of experience on a major radio station 


APPLY. the studios of Transamerican Broadcasting 


& Television Corporation, One East 54th St., New York, on 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday, January 5, 6, and 7, 
between the hours of 9:30 A.M. and 12:30 P.M., or 2 and 


5 P.M. 


Bring with you recordings of your work, publicity pictures, 
publicity clip books, reviews, or other evidence of your com- 
mercial radio success. 
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From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 35 


but may go back to Hollywood this week ,. .. 
is due for granting. 

WNEW employees received two weeks pay as an Xmas bonus , . 
Spencer Bentley on Lincoln Highway show last Saturday (27) as the 
prosecuting attorney pitted against Jean Hersholt . . . Kermit Moss 
on WNEW sales staff, named air raid supervisor of 14 men in the Madison 
Avenue area. . « » e 


IN CHICAGO ... 


THe Ravio TRApE 1s Discussing: Indications of large-scale shifting of 
personnel in Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency here, especially among 
account execs—How Schwimmer & Scott agency got the Chicago Sun 
radio account by simply walking in and asking for it. 























meanwhile his divorce 





Glenn Snyder, WLS general manager, back from Tucson, Ariz., where 
he confabbed with prexy Burridge Butler on new equipment installations 
for KTUC, Tucson, and KOY, Phoenix....Jack Brinkley has quit free 
lance acting to join WLS as staff announcer....WLS supplied a free show 
at the Service Men’s Center last week, with Lulu Belle and Scotty, Prairie 
Ramblers, Texas Tommy, Grace Wilson, Jack Holden, Cumberland Ridge 
Runners, Mac & Bob, Arkie, Raggie Cross, Jimmy James and the Dinning 
Sisters contributing time and talent. 

Chuck Logan now handling special events for Columbia-WBBM , . . Bob 
Rodos, sportswriter for Transradio here during the past few years, trans- 
fers to the Tramsradio office in Washington due to the heavy influx of news 
in that sector because of the war ... Ben Kanter, WJJD musical director 
for many years, now freelancing with his own music-and chatter air show, 
. .» Bob Elson readying to go before the cameras shortly for the first pro- 
duction of the ‘Bob Elson Sports Forecast’ film. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


THe Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: Standard Brands’ switch back to 
J. Walter Thompson after turning over the Chase & Sanborn account to 
Kenyon & Eckhardt—those ‘toned down’ commentators—The Frisco 
division of NBC winning one of the ‘Variety’s’ showmanagement 
plaques. 





Two of the east’s big productions take up brief origination kere next 
month. ‘Cavalcade of America’ pitches at NBC for a pair of broadcasts 
Jan. 5 and 12, and ‘Voice of Firestone’ wafts its music over NBC from here 
Jan, 19 and 26....Renewals came through for Lux Radio Theatre and 
Silver Theatre....Coast repeat for ‘The Great Gildersleeve’ has been ar- 
ranged starting Sunday....John Swallow, NBC western division program 
director, parleying in New York before heading for Durham, N. C., to 
|supervise broadcast of the Rose Bowl game there New Year's Day.... 
| Screen Guild Theatre initials its fourth year for Gulf oil with ‘High Sierra’ 
| broadcast Jan. 4....J. Walter Thompson took up options on Victor Borge 
|'and Music Maids on Kraft, and Bert Wheeler and Hank Ladd on Old Gold 
|....Paramount moppet, Carolyn Lee, will be written into the Jack Benny 

scripts at regular intervals....NBC gang gifted Don Gilman with a port- 
|folio and ticker....Max Hutto moved up to NBC production staff from 
|assistant night manager and takes rein on ‘Whodunit’ as his first assign- 
| ment. ...Harry Maizlish lining up talent for a Red Cross show in mid- 
| January....Norman Corwin resting on the desert before leaving for 
| Washington to join W. B. Lewis, CBS program chief, now with Facts and 
| Figures....Al Pearce moved up the block to NBC with his Camel gang 
|after long stand at KNX....Rudy Vallee’s Sealtesters renewed for another 
year....Mary Marin bows in this week as a regular on Kraft Music Hall, 
replacing Connie Boswell. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


CBS, now very Frisco conscious because of war, has doubled its press 
department....Post of full-time assistant to Press Chief Marie Houlahan 
has been assigned to Jessie Stearns, formerly of KYA....KPO feeds the 
Coast Red a new series of air corps recruiting shows starting this week 
....they’ll be piped from the Bachelor Officers’ Quarters at Moffett Field, 
south of Frisco....KSFO finally broke its silence to announce its first 
programs as a non-CBS§ station starting (1)....Biggest deal under the 
new kalved rate card is a two-hour nightly record spin for General 
Brewing, to be called Lucky Lager Dance Time....McCann-Erickson 
agencied....Lanz, ski outfitter, has bought five minutes a week.... 
KYA lost two staffers this week....J. Clarence Myers, press rep, has gone 
into confidential work’ for the govt....Carl A. Nielsen, salesman, goes 
across the alley to KSFO....Lincoln Dellar, KSFO manager, sez the out- 
fit’s shortwaver, KWID, may finally get going about March....KYA has 
picked up its third annual renewal on the PG&E seven-a-week two-hour 





evening concert, town’s top long-hair show....Sponsor now issues 16,000 
printed advance programs per month, which must be called for in person 
at company offices....O’Connor Moffatt has renewed Phil Stearns news 


shot on KFRC through April. 
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Red Cross Gets All The 
Plugs on Texaco Tonight | 


The Red Cross gets all the an- 
nouncements on tonight’s New Year 
Eve broadcast of the Fred Allen 
show. Texaco entirely omits com- 
mercials for itself. 

Mrs. Roosevelt, Jane Cowl and 
Buddy Baer will be voices for the 
Red Cross interpolated into regular 
program format. 


HI 
HEW 
WBNA ork 
= MosT INTI- 
ha aaa EFFECTIVE 
SALES APPROACH TO 
AMERICA’S LARGEST 
MARKET. 
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JANE WEST 
NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER TEARS 2x0 [EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99 '/:00°/s-pure 








B LISTEN TWICE Daicy | | 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 
IN snag WABC—5:30-5:45 EST—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 








bers. 











i 
: 
3 
: 
4 
: 
5 
5 
a4 





{; 
oa 





el 





te ln ia netic Ae al webct Pa I 


Wednesday, December 31, 1941 ; 


VARIETY 





Smash Rigoletto’ in Sellout at Met: 
Weede, Peerce, Antoine, Kaskas Wow 





By EDWARD SMITH 


The Metropolitan Opera Co.’s first 
‘Rigoletto’ of the season, presented 
Monday evening (29), vied in vocal 
and dramatic splendor with the 
Met’s golden age of opera a quarter 
century and more ago. With the 
first all-American cast in decades, a 
house jammed to standing - room 
heard a performance the likes of 
which have not been presented at the 
Golden Horseshoe in years. 

Robert Weede, in me title role, 
delivered a superb Rigoletto. With 
the start of ‘Pari Siamo, through the 
second act, the baritone's vivid char- 
acterization and fine vocalling had 
their transitory effect on the balance 
of the cast. All were excellent. 
Weede’s acting was standout, the 
agony and pathos of the part being 
sea forth in forthnight manner. 

Jan Peerce, doing his first Duke 
at the Met, took ‘Questa O Quella in 
stride, but really warmed to his task 
with the ‘E il sol dell anima,’ cli- 
maxed neatly with the top B flat, 
‘Ella mi fu rapida’ and Parmi veder 
le lagrime’ were phrased to perfec- 
tion, showing a long, smooth legato 
and much color. Tenor stopped the 
show with the top ‘B’ in ‘La donna 
mobile’ and wound up the evening's 
triumph with the ‘Bella Figlia dell 
amore. His acting was subdued and 
always in character. — ; 

As Gilda, Josephine Antoine 
proved a surprise. The young col- 
oratura has developed rapidly and 
today is close to the top of her class. 
She displayed a lyric quality of bril- 
liance and power. Best of her sing- 
ing came in the ‘Tutte le Feste al 
tempio. The exquisite mezza-voce, 
limpid quality and perfect musician- 
ship of the singer were exemplified 
in the poignant concluding duet, 
‘Lasso in Cielo.’ 
aes Kaskas lent a rich, full con- 
tralto and excellent stage presence 
to Maddalina. 
best parts. Norman Cordon was a 
towering, baleful Sparafucile, whose 
low ‘FE’ in the second act drew him 
considerable applause. 

Lansing Hatfield, making his Met 
debut in the insignificant role 
Monterone, presented a tall, immpos- 
ing figure with an abundance of feel- 
ing and dramatic acting. Vocally he 
showed up exceptionally well, dis- 
closing a rich bass-baritone of ample 

nge and expressiveness. 

" ieer carts walle all handled well, 
and Ettore Panizza led a brilliant, 
full-toned orchestra in the pit. 


BARBER OF SEVILLE 


Metropolitan. Opera Co.'s first 
‘Barber of Seville’ this season fur- 
ther declined in presentation. But 
the Wednesday night (14) audience 
went for it big. Casting was rather 
faulty. 

As Figaro, John Brownlee turned 
in a generally workmanlike job, 
marred by his lack of sufficient-voice 
for the role. His clean-cut diction 
and tomfoolery went far, but not 
enough to cover up a lack of volume, 
dryness of tone and transpositions 
Figaro should be a standout vocally 
and dramatically. In this case he 
was not. Nino Martini made his sea- 
son’s Met debut, as Almaviva. The 
tenor is adequate; his luscious qual- 
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Met Opera Follow-Up ] 


‘Lakme,’ repeated Saturday after- 
noon (27), was meant as a starring 
vehicle for Lily Pons, but the tower- 
ing, dominant figure of Ezio Pinza 
practically stole the show from the 
diminutive coloratura. The soprano’s 
‘Bell Song’ was the highlight in Act 
II, but Pinza’s tremendous voice, 
majestic acting and vibrant person- 
ality took the play away from her. 
Raoul Jobin again proved he is the 
best French tenor at the Met, with 
his brilliant top notes emitted freely. 
His acting, too, was good. Wilfred 
Pelletier led a dull orchestra. 








‘L’Elixir D’Amore,’ repeated by 
the Met Saturday evening (27), was 
a familiar presentation. Salvatore 
Baccaloni again starred vocally and 
dramatically, stopping the show with 
his ‘Udite Udite,’ while Bruno Landi 
continued to improve as an actor as 
Nemorino. Tenor’s singing of ‘Adina 
Credevimi’ and ‘Una furtiva lagrime’ 
was a model of excellent phrasing 
and tone. Francesco Valentino was 
a swashbuckling soldier, and Bidu 
Sayao a coquettish Adina. Ettore 
Panizza again did a fine job in the 
pit. 





‘Magic Flute,’ repeated by the Met 
Monday evening (22), saw the debut 
of Nadine Conner, 28-year-old 
Amerjgan lyric soprano, as Pamina. 
She disclosed’ a fresh young voice of 
beautiful quality and used it with 
intelligence. Miss Conner possesses 
abundant power for any number of 
roles and her acting was excellent 


|considering her limited experience. 


| again 
| register, 
The role is one of her } 
| cannot be 


|not forcing as much, and 


of | 





Rosa Bok, as Queen of the Night, 
was uncertain in the upper 
while Alexander Kipnis 
improvement vocally over 
performance. His acting 
improved upon. - Fried- 
rich Schorr was also better vocally, 
was im- 
pressive dramaticallv. Charles Kull- 
man and John Brownlee were okay, 
while Bruno Walter directed a fine- 
sounding orchestra. 


‘Orfeo ed Euridice’ Thursday (25) 


showed 
his last 


{night had more sparkle and life in 
| both singing and acting than either 


of the two previous performances 
this season. Kerstin Thorborg, as 
Orfeo, was in superb voice. Jar- 
mila Novotna again made an appeal- 
Euricide 
fine Amore. Bruno Walter had the 
Met orchestra showing power and 
brilliance. 

‘Don Giovanni,’ Met-presented for 
the second time this season on Fri- 
day evening (26), featured the sea- 
son’s debut with the company of 


| Richard Crooks, who sang the Don 
| Ottavio role. Tenor was excellent in 


| falsetto 
|was again standout 
| vino,’ 
|applause of the evening. 


ity and good musicianship served him | 


well, but neither ‘Ecco ridente’ nor 
‘Se il mio nome’ was outstanding 
The duet with Brownlee on ‘All’ idea’ 
lacked punch. Bidu Sayao made a 
coquettish Rosina, also limited some- 
what on the topflight passages. The 
soprano’s bravura was not the sort 
to startle an audience, and while she 
Was musicianly and accurate as to 
pitch, she did not, through nature’s 
handicaps, stop the show, which a 
good Rosina should. 

Salvatore Baccaloni was excellent 
vocally as Dr. Bartolo, and some- 
times dramatically also. Ezio Pinza 
was the only one in the cast who 
possessed a really legitimate voice 
and he likewise excelled dramatical- 
Py at times. Irra Petina’s Berta was 
Nn a class by itself vocally and dra- 
matically. She drew the biggest 
hand for her last-act aria. It was a 
pity her part was not bigger. 

Frank St. Leger, directing his first 
‘Barber,’ made the house resound 
with Rossini’s power, but generally 


gave way to the idiosyncrasies of the 
singers, , 


BALLET MONTE CARLO IN 
CHANGE TO COLUMBIA 


The Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 

S Switched its management from 
Sol Hurok to Columbia Concerts 
Corp. 

The Metropolitan Musical Bureau, 
Ccc subsidiary, will have charge of 
the tour of the ballet, which grossed 
*pproximately $500,000 last season, 
or close to half of the total gross of 
all ballet in America. 














acting, making a usually static figure 
live. His ‘Dalla sua Pace’ was 
credibly sung, but ‘Il Mio Tesoro 


resulted in broken melodic line, poor 
phrasing and an overemphasis of 
on top tones. Ezio Pinza 
with ‘Finch’dal 
securing the most spontaneous 
Salvatore 
RBaccaloni sang an excellent ‘Mada- 
mina il catalage’ and his buffoonery 
was tops. Rose Bampton and Jarmila 


Novotna again clicked while Bidu 
Sayao continued to improve her 
Zerlina with an _ exceliently-acted 


performance and a finely-sung “Batti 
Batti’ and ‘Vedrai Carino.’ Norman 
Cordon and Arthur Kent were nifty 
dramaticaHy and_ vocally, 
Bruno Walter continued to conduct 
in topnotch fashion. 


Met Opera Sidelights 


Bidu Sayao and Josephine Tuminia 
will split the role of The Queen In 











the Met’s February revival of ‘Coq | 


D’Or’...Ezio Pinza and Gerhard 
Pechner will divide the other prin- 
cipal part...‘The Island God’, new 
American Opera, will have its world 


premiere at the Met in mid-Febru- | 


ary, with either Jan Peerce or 
Charles Kullman having the tenor 
lead...the former has the inside 
track... 

Met’s decision not to give either 
‘Trovatore’ ‘Pagliacci’ or ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana’ this year will probably 
be rescinded...house has not been 
faring well at the b.o. and needs 
the shot in the arm these operas 
can give it...Kurt Baum is men- 
tioned as the tenor for ‘Trovatore, 
while Giovanni Martinelli will prob- 
ably take over the ‘Pagliacci’. 





Paul Posz, business manager of the 
San Francisco Opera Assn., returned 
to the Coast today (Wednesday) 
after a fortnight in N. Y. watching 
Metropolitan Opera presentations 


and Marita Farrell was a| 


while | 


CONCERT—OPERA 





Mozart Festival Set 
For Carnegie Jan. 17 


J 


tion of the 150th year of the com- 
poser’s death, will be presented at 
Carnegie Hall Jan. 17. 

The WN. Y. Philharmonic will be 
featured in orchestral works in the 
first half of the program and Mo- 
zart’s seldom-heard one-act opera, 
‘The Impresario,’ will be presented 
in the second half in an English 
translation. 








ADLER - DRAPER 


WHAM IN NY. 
CONCERT 


A new meteoric team, tops from 
|every angle, mopped up at Carnegie 
Hall Sunday evening (28) as Larry 
Adler, harmonica virtuoso, and Paul 
Draper, ballet-tapster, made their 
| N. Y. debut as a team. A unique 
|b.o. attraction, the combine present- 
ed a classical program, leading off 
with Adler, who played the Vivaldi 
concerto in A Minor. He displayed 
phenomenal shading and excellent 
breath control. He was followed by 
Draper, who tapped to music by 
Scarlatti, Handel, Bach and Thomas, 
with Thomas’ Gavotte from ‘Mignon’ 
stealing the show. Great rhythms, 
grace and nimble feet were the 
dancer’s contributions. 


Adler returned with a more di- 
versified group, including works of 
Granados, De Falla and Gershwin, 
and was followed by Draper, who 
danced to Brahms, Lecuona and, as 
an encore, “The Blue Danube.’ Both 
joined in a melody by Gershwin to 
close the first half of the concert. 
Sharing honors with the performers 
was Calvin Jackson, colored pianist, 
whose -work was standout. 

Carnegie was jammed at $4.40 top. 
|Columbiag Concerts, handling the 
|tour, should clean up, not on novelty 
j}alone, but on performance value 


| also. 
| 











Robert Weede 


| Robert Weede, one of the fine 
|baritones of the day, recitaled ex- 
| cellently at Town Hall Sunday after- 
j}noon (28). He displayed tremendous 
| power, luscious quality, fine control 
|and a ran;,e extending from ‘E’ be- 
|low the staff to a ringing tenor’s 
|‘B’ flat above. 

The best of his singing came in 
ithe operatic excerpts, with ‘Nemico 
della Patria’ from ‘Andrea Chenier,’ 
‘Largo al Factotum’ from ‘Barber 
of Seville’ and the Prologue from 
‘Pagliacci’ going over on the bril- 
liant high notes. 





Rose Pauly 


Rose Pauly, soprano, was not in 





her best voice for her Town Hall 
recital Sunday evening (28). Her 
voice was edgy and often under 
pitch 

Miss Pauly’s intense dramatic 
ability helped lift her over rough 
spots, but despite the vocal failings 
the concert was interesting. Her 


superb diction in al] languages was | 


notable. 


Martha Graham 


Martha Graham and her company 
|gave the first of two dance recitals 
| Sunday evening (28) at the Concert 
\theatre. Dancer took a little while 
to get going, and ‘El Penitente,’ 
based on Mexican folk!ore, was a bit 


slow, but in the second half of her | 


|program both she and her partner, 
Eric Hawkins, gave a fine perform- 


ance of ‘Punch and Judy’ and ‘Letter 
to the World.’ 

Dancer was generally in top form 
with her grace and brilliant por- 
travals to win over a capacity house. 

° 
Carmen Reggio 

At Town Hall Saturday evening 

(27) Carmen Reggio, contralto, re- | 


Singer has 
notes and 


citaled to poor response. 
a range of a half-dozen 
| was barely audible. 





Beniamino Riccio 


| Beniamino Riccio, baritone, 
| chowed the remnants of a once-ex- 
icellent voice, plenty of tempera- 


iment, style and weird ideas on | 
rhythms at his Carnegie Hall recital | 
|Sunday afternoon (28). Baritone | 


| still sings from ‘E’ to a top ‘A,’ but 
the sounds are not too pleasant. 





Charles L. Wagner will book the 
Farbman String Symphony, with 
Edith Schiller a piano soloist, next 
season in concert. Wagner will! also 
present a recital quintet next season 
consisting of Eileen Farrell, Irish 
| dramatic soprano; 
ing, contralto; John Gurney, bass; 
Victor Laderoute, tenor, and Car- 


los Ramirez, baritone 





Lucielle Brown- ; 





'Popular-Priced Opera 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 23. 





Clicks in Buenos Aires 


Opera with all the trimmings at 


|25c per person is currently being 


America. Al fresco season, held in 


best in years. 

Donizetti's ‘Lucia di Lammermoor’, 
which teed off the four-nxnth sea- 
son, served to introduce several new 
Colon aspirants who custemarily get 
a chance to prove their stuff fo1 the 
strawhat audience. Stadium drew a 
full house of 10,000. 


Duluth Symph Skeds 
Jazz Rhapsody By 
KDAL Music Head 


Duluth, Dee. 30. 

When the Duluth Symphony or- 
chestra gives its Red Cross benefit 
concert Jan. 11, the featured work 
will be ‘Boardwalk,’ a jazz rhapsody 
for piano and orchestra by Hugh D. 
Brown, music director at KDAL. The 
composition was winner in annual 
competition for native composers 
held by Minnesota Federation of Mu- 
sic Clubs. 

Conductor Paul Lemay and musi- 
cians are giving services gratis. Mar- 
garet Culkin Banning, Duluth au- 
thor, is chairman of concert commit- 
tee. 

It will be all-American program 
with orchestra doing pop tunes for 
first time. Lemay has programmed 
‘Sophisticated Lady’, ‘Intermezzo’ and 
‘Stardust.’ 


AFM DENIES PRAGER 

















Milwaukee, Dec. 30. 





dished out by the open-air Colon the- 
atre, leading operatic group of South 


the stadium of the Sociedad Rural in 
Palermo, where, during the winter. 
blueblood bulls take the place of the 
lorgnette set, already looks like the 


After several months consideration, 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians has notified Oliver L. O’Boyle, | ‘L’Elixir 
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Frisco Refuses to Give Flat Fees, 


A Mozart Festival, in commemora- | 


Turns to % as Blackout Precaution 


e ome 


San Francisco, Dec. 30. 
The San Francisco Opera Assn., in 
| View of blackouts on the Coast, has 
decided to start all opera perform- 
ance next season at 4 p.m. 
All Coast concerts have been 
| switched to Sunday afternoons, ex- 


| 


| cepting those of the Don Cossacks 
}and Dusolina Giannin:. San Fran- 
| cisco is now refusing to pay flat fees 
for any artists, insisting they per- 
form on percentage. Reason for this 
is that the War Memorial Opera 
House was recently (Dec. 9) sold out 
for Jan Pe@rce’s concert but a black- 
out resuited in a necessary refund 
of $1,400, killing an otherwise $3,000 
gross. Tenor received $1,000 for the 
concert, The opera company is in a 
bad spot and Gaetano Merola, its 
impresario, may be forced to make 
a touring company of it. Last sea- 
son, from Oct. 2 to Nov. 9, in 31 
performances company had its best 
year, with a gross exceeding $500,- 
000. If San Francisco is closed to 
opera, the company may make longer 
tours of the Northwest and the Rocky 
Mountain area. 


MET DROPS 56, 
GROSSES 74146 
INOTH WK. 








|} of $5,000, 


Plunging into the red to the tune 
the Metropolitan Opera 


|Co., of N. Y., closed its fifth week 


SUPPORT IN FIGHT) 


Monday (29) with a take of $74,500 
out of a possible $108,500. 

Monday (22), ‘Magic Flute,’ $14,- 
000, profit of $2,000; Tuesday (23), 
Met was out of town; Wednesday 
(24), ‘Orfeo ed Euridice,’ $5,500, loss 
of $6,500; Thursday (25), ‘Barber of 
Seville,’ $9,500, loss of $2,500; Friday 
(26), ‘Don Giovanni,’ $12,500, profit 
of $500; Saturday afternoon (27), 





| 


‘Lakme’ (with Lily Pons), $11,000, 
loss of $1,000; Saturday evening (27), 
D’Amore’ at $4.40 top, 


county corporation counsel, that it! $6,500, loss of $1,000: Monday (29), 
had refused the petition of Dr. Sig- | ‘Rigoletto’ sold out, $15,500, profit of 


frid Prager for assistance in pressing 
a breach of contract claim against 
the county. 

He seeks to recover $5,885 from 
Milwaukee county as damages for 
removing him, without notice, as 
director of the Wisconsin Symphony 
orchestra for the ‘Music Under the 
Stars’ concert series in Washington 
park, and replacing him with Jerzy 
Bojanowski. , 











Bjoerling Sues Wagner 
For $6,700 on Contract 


Norman Crawford, assignee of 





filed suit in N.Y. federal court Mon- 
| day (29) against Charles L. Wagner, 
Inc., concert-opera management, 
| seeking $6,700 allegedly due on a 
managerial contract signed 
1940. Bjoerling is now in Stockholm. 
having to get to the 


been unable 
U.S. this season. 

Tenor claims 
tor 


his contract called 
18 concerts in the U.S., Canada 
and Cuba, at $1,000 per engagement 
with a 50% split on any date yield- 
ing $1,500 or over. He was to re- 
ceive six opera appearances at $800 
and two concerts with Toscannj at 
|$500. He claims he performed all 
but two engagements, which should 
have yielded him $23,550. It is al- 
leged $6,700 of this amount has not 
been paid. 


| 


| 


Jussi Bjoerling, former Met tenor. | 


Feb. 2, | 


$3,500. 


BOSTON STRING ORCH 
DEDICATES AUD JAN. 11 


Boston, Dec. 30. 

The newly organized Boston String 
orchestra will dedicate-the concert 
auditorium of the recently-erected 
New England Mutual Life Insurance 
Co. building here Jan. 11. The home 
of the orch will be New England 
Mutual Hall. 

It will be the first of three concerts 
by the orchestra under™the leader- 
ship of Jules Wolffers, founder and 
conductor. Henry Cowell, composer- 
pianist, has written a suite for piano 
and strings for the occasion, which 
will be heard with the composer as 
soloist. 

Bernard Robbins, formerly assist- 
ant concertmaster of the National 
Symphony, Washington, has been en- 
gaged concertmaster. Harriette 
Elkind-Wolffers, violin virtuosa and 
one of four women to play with the 
orchestra, will assist him. Frank 
MacDonald is associate conductor 
and will play first violin. Cyrus W. 
Durgin, Boston music critic, will be 


aD 


| program annotator. 


The orch will be sponsored by a 
committee of 100 prominent musi- 
cians and patrons of music. Mrs. 
William Arms Fisher is president and 
chairman of the board of trustees. 
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Best Wishes and Success to: 


DAN TUTHILL and SAM ROSS 


and their fellow officers and personnel of the 


NATIONAL CONCERT and ARTISTS 
CORPORATION 


From: Gene Austin, Joan Brooks, The 4 Belles, Jean Cavalli, The 
Deep River Boys, Bob Douglas, The Eton Boys; Hi, Lo, Jack and 
the Dame; Patti Pickens and Bob Simmons, The 4 Polka Dots, 
The Singing Powers Models, Whispering Jack Smith; Vi and Vilma 
||| Wernor, the Victory Twins; Jimmy Wallington, Bob Kerr and the 


POPULAR CONCERT GUILD RADIO CITY NEW YORK 
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UCLA Would Like a 10-Year Lease on Freddy Francis 


RHYTHM 


Martin—The Duke Comes Back—Thornhill, 


Dunham, Stan k 


enton’s Progress 











= 


gards dance music and dance bands. 
The writers, staff members of pub 


Another in the series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- 


lications at their respective schools, 


have been asked by ‘Variety’ to give the opinion of the student body as 


a whole, rather than pass personal judgment. 


Neither has ‘Variety’ 


given further instructions as to what is to be said nor how. These 
articles appear as the undergraduates have written them, with the 


expressed opinions being their own. 


‘Variety’ publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a 
cross-section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and 
bands, with the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. 








By Bob J. Thomas, ’43 


(‘The Claw,’ UC 


Los Angeles, Dec. 30. | 


Not a Government project, the 
University of California of Los An- 
geles has been described by Budd | 
Schulberg in ‘What Makes Sammy 
Run’ as the pattern for Hollywood 
college pictures. Named the ‘coun- 
try club college’ by Look magazine 
and elsewhere as the poor man’s 
Princeton, its students have been 
pictured in Life as studying their 
lessons on the sands of State Beach. 


All of which amazes the at- 
tendants of this school which works 
under the hard and fast academic 
rule of survival of the fittest. And 
with a large percentage working in | 
aircraft factories or elsewhere, the 
usual college entertainments are less 
than somewhat. However, most still 
find some time to cock an ear to a 
jukebox or stomp at the local hops 
or taverns. 

UCLA music taste runs to that 
which is pleasing to the ear. That’s 
all. This means that sweet can’t be 
beat, novelties are short-lived, and 
swing no longer accelerates the 
blood in the student body. 

Even the most casual reader of 
this ‘Variety’ survey must agree that 
this Miller lad must have some- 
thing. The bandleader endeared him- 
self at the Junior Prom, and with 








his broadcasts and records such 
as ‘Chattanooga Choo-choo’ and 
*Adios’ has held dictatorial com- 


mand over the Bruins (so-called be- 
cause of their position of second- 
fiddling for the Bears of the older, | 
richer state school, California at 
Berkeley). There are those who 
think Miller nauseous sweet, over- 
arranged and lacking in change of 
style, but they are obviously ec- 
centrics and to be shunned on 
campus. 





Easily the most revered of the 
dance maestroes is Tommy Dorsey. | 
Probably the most consistent leader | 
of all time, the Sentimental Gent 
has been in the No. 2 spot since 


present seniors were changing 
voices, first to Goodman, then to 
Shaw and now to Miller. Reason 


might be because people have never 
stopped to ponder why he shouldn't 
be first. 


Jimmy Dorsey’s Reed Work 


But the younger Dorsey fares not 
80 well. Jimmy has ridden to fame 
primarily on the strength of his own 
reed work, Bob Eberly’s lusty bal- 
ladeering, and Helen O’Connell’s 
vocal gymnastics. His recent local 
appearance drove kome the point 
that he needs more instrumental 
successes and more showmanship to 
become a real campus sweetheart. 

A. D. 1941 marks the year of the 
Duke Ellington Rennaissance. For- 
merly patronized only by those in | 
the know, the Duke now sells in 
vast commercial quantities, due to 
‘Flamingo’ and ‘Jump for Joy,’ his 
musical production here. Locals are 
catching on to the Claude Thornhill 
and Sonny Dunham orchs, both of 


which started on the Coast and are | 





finding fame in the colder part of | 
the continent. But both need more | 
stature to add before capturing 
many nickels. 


The new Artie Shaw and Benny 
Goodman aggregatiorz have been 
received with magnificent apathy. 
Therein may lie some testimony as 
to the perpetuity of once-great he- 
roes. For swing, as they once played 
it and as evidenced by ‘Sing, Sing, 
Sing,’ the greatest swing record ever 


'Bandleaders Disposed To 


LA Humor Monthly) 


Cocoanut Grove is the favorite for 
a fairly expensive evening. Attrac- 
tion for most of this year has been 
Freddy Martin, who is as popular as 
money from home. Freddy gives 
them what they want and they come 
back for more. Ray Noble filled in 
a decided lull there, but the Piano 
Concertomaster is reported return- 
ing. Bruins suggest a 10-year lease. 
Larger and cheaper is the Holly- 
wood Palladium, which supplies the 
best and some of tke n.s.g. bands 
in the land. Miller and the Dor- 
seys created great sensations, and 
Woody Herman was very favorably 
received. Gene Krupa’s reception 
Was divided and Alvino Rey and 
Abe Lyman failed to register. This 
fall’s attraction has been Stan Ken- 
ton, a new band with a big buildup. 
Every one has been saying ‘Watch 
this boy.’ The gandy-dancers stand 
in large quantities and murmur, 
‘Get brilliant.’ And Kenton does. 
Another big-name band spot is 
the Casa Manana in Culver City 
which runs from very hot to very 
sweet. Jimmy Lunceford, Duke 
Ellington and Charlie Barnet have 
clicked with the minor jitterbug 


|and listening group, and Jan Garber, 


Ted Weems and Ozzie Nelson at- 
tract some of tke less energetic. 
Biltmore Does Not Bowl ’Em Over 
UCLA students stay away from 
the Biltmore Bowl in rather large 
crowds. They formerly considered 
it a favorite but lately have not 
been attracted by such bands as 
Chuck Foster and Carl Ravazza. 
The Copa de Oro has been given 
much play lately but does not em- 
ploy name bands. Not much in- 
terest in Earl Carroll’s or Florentine 
Gardens. Several small places such 
as the Capri, Swannee Inn, Rhum- 
boogie and Radio Room attract with 











some good colored swing. 

Proximity of Los Angeles makes 
it difficult to get name bands for 
campus dances. They either are not 
available for a one-nighter in Los 
Angeles or have played locally and 
are no novelty. Biggest venture is 
the Junior Prom, a white tie and 
tails event, which last year paid 
Glenn Miller a huge sum to play. 
The usual run of hop bands is from 
mediocre to bad. There is even the 
use of local studio orchestras, which 
is enough to make both a ‘Variety’ 
and a UCLA mugg wince. These 
outfits have no conception of stu- 
dents’ taste and usually fail mis- 
erably. 

The way they like ’em is sweet 
arid lovely, and hot only if it’s 
clever, 

(Next week: Georgia) 








Take It Easy; Intermittent | 
Voluntary Layoffs Grow 


a ' 

There seems to be a growing prac- | 
tice among bandleaders of taking | 
vacations as frequently as possible. 
Prior to the past summer few leaders 
except the better heeled took time 
out to relax, being too busy pyramid- 
ing their net to allow even a few 
consecutive off days to creep into 
schedules. Get it while the getting’s 
good seemed the aim of the ma- 
jority. 

Last summer, however, many lead- 
ers took voluntary layoffs, and many 





cut, is but a memory in wax. 

A few still hang on, mulling over 
gax rides and analyzing Chicago and 
Dixieland styles. Particular faves 
are Muggsy Spanier, Coleman Haw- 
kins and Lionel Hampton, and there 


is wide general acceptance of 
boogie-woogie. But as far as the 
general record-buying student is 


concerned, swing is as obsolete in 
bands as the banio. 
Local Hot Spots 
Of the local dance emporiums, the 


are repeating next month. Raymond 
Scott begins a two-week siesta after 
| Sunnybrook Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa.. 
| Jan. 3; Charlie Barnet rests up al- 
| most that long between dropping his 
bec band and rebuilding; Ben Bernie 
| takes entire month of January; 
Sammy Kaye hits a four-day lull; 
Artie Shaw takes two weeks: Abe 
| Lyman grabs disjointed quickies pre- 
| paratory to a long Miami location be- 
ginning Jan. 20. And there are many 
others. 
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‘MUGGSY’ SPANIER 

ORCH., (15) 

With Dick Stone, Jean Ryan 
Arcadia Ballroom, New York 

Former cornetist with several lead- 
ing bands of the past few years (last 
with Bob Crosby), Muggsy Spanier 
(billed Francis ‘Muggsy,’ in an effort 
to lessen the widely known nick- 
name, which will eventually be 
dropped) is at the head of a solid 
and exciting band. Formed about 
six months ago and kept on the 
road until it rounded into form, 
group of five sax, four rhythm, two 
trombones, three trumpets, led by 
Spanier’s horn, is welding itself into 
a unit that will be heard from in the 
future. 

Riding on satisfying arrangements 
the band clicks off appealing sets in 
all styles at this public hoofery, 
where the management demands a 
band flexible enough to satisfy all 
tempo _ tastes. And, musically, 
they’re well done. In all of its 
work the combo displays a full, ear- 
able tone quality which skips en- 
thusiastically from sections manned 
by solid, and in several cases, out- 
standing musicians. Vernon Brown 
and Bud Smith handle trombones, 
Ralph Muzzilo’s among the trumpets, 
which gives an idea. And all of it is 
built upon a rhythm qurgtet that sets 
up easy, yet strong beat. 

Spanier’s tastes seem to lean to- 
ward jump stuff (they would, he’s a 
widely known ‘hot’ man) and the 
inclination shows in the ballads he 
kicks off. There’s a lift beneath them 
that suggests soft stuff is a concession 
to modern dance work, that the band 
would rather be smoking down a 
screamer groove. An example, too, is 
a jump arrangement of ‘Bells of San 
Raquel’; it’s probably the only 
hopped-up interpretation of the pop 
ballad. Don’t get the idea the combo 
treats baliads roughly; it doesn’t, but 
they start toe-tapping, which needs 
comment, 

Soloing in the group is held to a 
minimum, as far as brass is con- 
cerned, because of leader’s cornet up 
front; sax-clarinet breaks are plenti- 
ful, however. Spanier sells mightily 
on his breaks and plays a whale of a 
lot of stuff. And he’s at ease and 
smiling just waving the beat, too. 
Singers Dick Stone and Jean Ryan 
seem Okay (fair p.a. system and 
acoustics at spot make it hard to get 
a line on them). Wood. 
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BOB ALLEN ORCHESTRA (15) 
With Dotty Reed 
Roseland Ballroom, N. Y. 

All clean-cut youngsters (average 
is 19 years, including two patriarchs 
of 28), the Bob Allen band has good 
chance of pushing itself up the 
ladder to a fairly lofty spot if the 
draft doesn’t wipe it out first. Former 
vocalist with Hal Kemp, Allen began 
rehearsing his group only about four 
or five months ago and it has come 
along fast. Harold Mooney, pianist | 
and arranger, also a Kemp alumnus, | 
is with Allen. 


Based on a good rhythm section of 
four, which sets up smooth and easy 
dance tempi, Allen’s group of three 
trumpets, two trombones and five 
sax is provided with neat arrange- 
ments, the outstanding one at this 
point a lightly rhythmic version of 
‘Lonesome and Sorry’ that should be 
among the first cut when he begins 
recording. Seme of the others seem 
slightly over-written, but not enough 
to matter. They’re played well, too, 
by full brass and reed sections that 
blend neatly and offer good tone 
quality. Playing isn’t bitingly clean 
as yet, but the work of the men 
seems full of the spark and enthusi- 
astic will to overcome such slight— 
at this stage—deficiency. 

Allen’s deportment up front is re- 
freshing and has personality. He 
sings a neat tune, ballad or rhythm. 
He’s got a bet, too, in the youthful 
Dotty Reed, who exhibits a style and 
voice comparable to many vocalists 
with bigger bands. Billy Oblack, 17- 
year-old trumpeter, stands out of 


trumpet section. Wood. 





Freddy Martin Follows 
Duchin Into Waldorf, N.Y. 


Freddy Martin’s band comes into 
the Wedgwood Room of the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. “Y.,..Jan. 15, succeeding 
Eddy Duchin, who goes into the 
picture houses. Also opening that 
evening will be the Hartmans, sup- 
per hour only; and Laura Deane 
Dutton, new singer, who will ap- 
pear at dinner and supper. 

Duchin, after his theatre tour, 
follows Xavier Cugat into the Palmer 
House, Chicago, latter going to the 
Coast for a Columbia filmusical. 





Clint Noble orchestra being set 
into Statler’s Cuban Terrace Room 
in Cleveland Jan. 6 by W. L. Hen- 
nessy, in charge of entertainment for 
hotel chain. First time a local out- 
fit has been booked into the room in 
middle of season. Follows Eddie Le 
Baron, who is going back to New 





| York, 


| 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebozes 


throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 


Names 


of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (10) Feist...... i 
2. Elmer’s Tune (9) PI. os aeeénesseks 
3. This Love of Mine (11) Embassy....... 1 


4. Shepherd Serenade (7) Mayfair......... 
5. You Made Me Love You (12) Broadway.. 


~ 


Glenn Mille. ....... Bluebird 
Andrews Sisters......Decca 


Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
Andrews Sisters......Decca 


Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
Tommy Tucker ,,....Okeh 
§ Bing Crosby .........Decca 
{Johnny Long ........Decca 
Harry James ,....Columbia 


6. Do You Care? (5) Campbell. ....ccecees i Crosby..+++0.+...Decca 


7. Shrine St. Cecelia (2) Braun......ss..- } 
8. Tis Autumn (2) WIRE. occ0obnddiees 


9. White Cliffs Dover (1) Shapiro...essse. ! 


10, 


Moonlight Masquerade (2) T. B. Harms.. 


Les Brown............Okeh 
Vaughn Monroe.,,.Bluebird 
Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
{Les Brown.............Okeh 
. Woody Herman..,....Decca 
Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
Jimmy Dorsey.,......Decca 


{ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
{ Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


in demand on the coin machines.) 


This Is No Laughing Matter (Block)... teres 


This Time Dream’s On Me (Remick)....... } 
Ev’rything I Love (Chappell), eeeeeeeretere 


Sinner Kissed Angel (Famous). .cecscsdeces 
Madelaine (Banthy) coccccseleccercevcecces 


Bells of San Raquel (PORE). sessreerseeeeeee | 
Blues in Night CROMICK )soss dines sveccecces 
I Said No (Famous). .ssessseesseesseerseees | 


I Got It Bad ECRODDING) soa o.00006006000000060 


Anniversary Waltz (Mayfair) .cccscevsecces 


{ Charlie Spivak.........Okeh 
) Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
Woody Herman..,.....Decca 
Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
{Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
? Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
{ Bob Chester........Bluebird 
) Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
Dick Jurgens.......... Okeh 
Claude Thornhill...Columbia 
Woody Herman.......Decca 
Alvino Rey........Bluebird 
Jimm) Dorsey..,.....Decca 
{ Duke Ellington.......Victor 
YJimmy Dorsey.....Bluebird 


[Bins COROT sone cences Decca 
\ Freddy Martin, .... .Bluebird 





Disc Reviews 





and melody. Bob Eberly vocalg 
Helen O’Connell’s more confident 
it rates, 





BEST RELEASE OF THE WEEK 


Jimmy Dorsey: ‘White Cliffs of Dover’—‘I Got It Bad’ (Decca 4103. 
Dorsey did a crack job on ‘Cliffs,’ beautifully interpreting an ar- 
rangement that makes outstanding use of the ideas in the strong lyric 
with feeling. 
lyricing should help tune to notch 


Reverse also rates; 








Benny Goodman: ‘Somebody Else 
Taking My Place’—‘That Did It 
Marie’ (Okeh 6497), Goodman has 
a machine potential in first, a light 
jump interpretation of good tune. 
Peggy Lee’s constantly improving 
voice turns a well-phrased vocal and 
the band ensemble is solid. Breaks; 
clarinet, piano, tenor sax ride rock- 
like rhythm. Reverse is another 
that can catch on; tune with very 
likable quality done at similar jump 
speed. Miss Lee vocals again. 





Alvino Rey: ‘I Said No’—‘Deep in 
Heart Texas’ (Blue 11391). Excep- 
tionally commercial novelty from 
‘Sweater Girl’ film, ‘I Said No’ 
figures to get wide box and counter 
attention. With Yvonne King en- 
hancing provocative lyric, Rey does 
a crack job that’s a cinch for box 
circulation, along with Jimmy 
Dorsey’s8 version. Band and Rey’s 
guitar fill background in fine style. 
Coupling, vocalled by Skeets Her- 
furt and Bill Schallen, is one of 
those things usually lost by being 
slapped on back of a hit, 





Tommy Dorsey: ‘It Isn’t a Dream 
Any More’—‘How Do You Do With- 
out Me?’ (Victor 27710). First ballad 
recently impressed as exceptional 
under Alvino Rey; Dorsey’s release 
solidifies thought here’s another 
hit melody. It gets fine showcasing 
by leader’s muted trombone and Jo 
Stafford’s vocalling. Lightly rhyth- 
mic, reverse is uninspiring material 
that lacks stuff to go far, Frank 
Sinatra vocals, 





Claude Thornhill: ‘Rose O’Day’— 
‘Somebody Nobody Loves’ (Col. 
36458). Is Thornhill kidding? First 
he and Columbia collaborated on 
unbroken string of ballads. Now 
comes two rhythm tunes backed up, 
neither worth the band’s time. ‘Rose’ 
didn’t do half what was expected of 
it, and Thornhill’s work on it isn’t 
outstanding enough to warrant wast- 
ing a release; arrangement ig aver- 
age and vocal by quartet is dull. 
Leader’s piano and clarinet break 
are best and only points, Reverse 





rates similar comment, tune that 
showed little promise even under 
Dinah Shore. Lillian Lane vocals 
dully, 





Artie Shaw: ‘I Ask Stars’—‘Take 
Your Shoes Off Baby’ (Victor 27719). 
Shaw’s longhair studies must be get- 
ting the best of him. First, written 
by him, is draggy, free from any sort 
of melodic appeal and a swell in- 
ducer of blank locks of bewilder- 
ment. Thinly arranged, it’s as dull 
as a golf match in the rain. Even 
Shaw’s clarinet doesn’t save it. Re- 
verse, an oldie by Gene Austin, is 
rhythmic and a good box and 
counter bet. It totes a neat wallop. 
‘Lips’ Page vocals. 





Eddy Duchin: ‘This Is No Laugh- 
ing Matter’—‘Shrine St. Cecelia’ (Col. 
36457). Duchin’s work on ‘Matter’ 
is fair, mostly for counters; there 
are too many stronger release for 
boxes. Reverse, however, is a tasty, 
muted try at good ballad, also cur- 
rent. Leader’s piano and Johnny 
Drake’s vocal hit listenable stride. 





Cab Calloway: ‘Mermaid Song’— 
“Who Calls?’ (Okeh 6501). Calloway 
trots up his styled novelty groove on 
first, a neat tune solidly arranged 
and well played. lLeader’s vocal is 
clear and lively; side has machine 
and counter possibilities, Coupling 


is fair work on salable western 
ballad. It’s hurt, however, by weak 
vocal backing of Calloway by 


Palmer Bros., who have done much 
better in past. 





Nancy Walker: ‘Who Do You 
Think I Am?’—‘Just Little Joint 
with Juke Box’ (Bluebird 11385). 
Nancy Walker’s first sides show 
little. She uses tunes fror: musical 
‘Best Foot Forward,’ in which she 
is cast, and her vocalling of them is 
hardly worth recording, though it 
should be said the tunes are far 
from capable material, 





Lou Breese: ‘Humpty Dumpty 
Heart’—‘How Long Did I Dream?’ 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Refusal to Be Like 


Costs Joey Sims His WJAS Job 


Shs ok Sie + 


Because he refused to copy his 
predecessor's style, Joe Sims and his 
band are out as the staff orchestra 
at WJAS, the local CBS outlet. Sta- 
tion management asked Sims to toss 
out his own arrangements and get | 
new ones patterned after those of | 

| 
| 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 
| 
| 


Baron Elliott, who held the berth 
for a long time, and when he re- 
fused, his notice was just around the | 
corner. Now WJAS has signed up| 
Mickey Ross, a former member of 
Elliott's outfit, with understanding | 
that he'll follow his old boss’ pat- | 
tern. 

Elliott could have had the WJAS 
job again but preferred to stick with 
WMA and dance work. He's current- 
ly filling an engagement fhiere at 
William Penn hotel, with a commer- 
cial air show on the side. Sims was 
taken on by station following settle- 
ment of WJAS dispute with mu- 
sicians union, a dispute that took 
remote pick-ups off the air for sev- 
eral days. Agreement was incréase 
of one man as well as a seven-piece 
band for WJAS sister station, WQV, 
following latter’s switch from an | 
indie status to NBC’s Blue outlet. | 
Nelson Maples, veteran dance band | 
leader here, has grabbed the I.QV | 
berth. } 





Only One Paralysis Hop 
Cancelled; Warm Springs 


Org Pushing as Usual 223.2 5000 esis 


Effect the war will have on the 
annual Jan. 30 Birthday Balls in 
honor of President Roosevelt's birth- 


day, which benefit the Warm 
Springs, Ga., Infantile Paralysis 
Foundation, seems to be in doubt 


although organization is carrying on 
So far only one big event has been 
cancelled, the Philadelphia hop at 
Convention Hall. Harry James’ band 
had been booked but has been re- 
leased from the date. Variety Club 
was sponsoring. 

No band has been named yet to 
play the main affair at Washington. 


IMPERIAL CO. MERGES 
WITH CLASSIC RECORD 


Eli Oberstein’s new Imperial Rec- 
ord Co. has merged with the Classic 
Record Co., manufacturers of a line} 
of serious music platters under Con- 
certone label Under the merger 
Oberstein’s company drops its Im 
perial title and 
name of its new partner 


i itl 


goes under the trade 
put retain 
the Elite label tag 

Reason for the new affiliation, ac- 
cording to Oberstein, is that Classic 
Was in need of a line of pop stuff 
and he had not work 
his announced classieal line 
the merger was a natural, giving 
both parties what was needed to 
round out their catalogs. 

Classic’s Concertone sides carry 
such conductors as Jack Shil‘ret. 
Irving Riskin and Elliot Everett at 
head of different groups. A. E. Mid- 
dleman is head of Classic, with head- 


yet begun on 


65c 


sO 


quarters in Pittsburgh, from where 
he serves some 80 distributors 
Oberstein will remain New York 

Scranton Record Co. had _ been 
pressing the output of both com,- 


panies, so there’s no change in that 
end. Oberstein recently added Ina 
Ray Hutton and Clyde Lucas bands 
to his 


pop line 


BONNIE BAKER LEAVING 


Out of Orrin Tucker 


Early February 


Set-Up in 


Bonnie Baker takes her repeatedly 
denied leave of Orrin Tucker’s band 
following a Feb. 4-7 stand at the 
Strand theatre, Brooklyn. That date 
is the last of a string 
Stands for which the band is booked 
and it goes into the Blackhawk Cafe, 
Chicago, Feb. 11, without her. She 
will be with it until then, however, 
playing Adams theatre, 


ford, Plymouth, Worcester, Mass.: | 
Metropolitan, Providence, then the | 
Strand. 

Her bow-out confirms ‘Variety’ 


story of some time ago, which was 
denied emphatically by Columbia 
Records, for whom Tucker records. 


of theatre | 


Newark; | 
RKO, Boston, Jan. 9: State, Hart- | 


Somebody Else 


| 
} 
} 
} 





| Morris 


Omaha, Dec. 30. | 

Rangeval Oleson, veteran former 
president of Omaha Musicians Union 
70, suffered his second slight stroke 
of the past couple of months. First! 
landed him in the hospital and he 
made quick recovery. Second due to 
early activity forbidden by medics. | 
He’s rallying fairly well. 
Oleson lost last election for presi- | 
dent of the union to Pete Christman. 





SHAW’S $5,000 


TOPS FOR CHI 
SHERMAN 


Chicago, Dec. 39. 
Long negotiations for Artie Shaw’s | 





band by the Sherman hotel here 
have been completed, and Shaw's, 


large (32 people) combination begins 
a two-week stay at the spot Feb. 26.' 
With such an oversized outfit and a 
scale of $105 a man at the Sherman, | 
plus the probable over-scale guar- 
antees some of Shaw’s men draw, the 
salary he’s getting is perhaps the 
highest the Sherman or any other 
It’s reported to 


Booking marks the initial location | 
date for Shaw’s newest group, in 
contrast to his repeated assertions 
that he would never take a long sit- 
down. 


Gotta Put It Up With 802 
On Gutta Percha Dates: 
Leaders Confuse Scales 


Various recording companies were 
officially notified last week by New 
York Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians that hence- 
forth all musicians’ salaries for 
cording dates must be paid through 
802. Local will collect cash and turn 
it over to involved 


certain that 


re- 


instrumentalists 


as a means of being 


| Dases of operation for its 
' partment in 


| Corp. of America couldn't get a 


Morris Agency in Band 
Expansion Despite War 


Opening next month of a new of- 


fice in Cleveland by 


agency is the beginning of 
an expansion policy which will place 
band de- 
various cities where 


there are branches 


agencies. 


of opposition 
Phil Brown, who recently 


| resigned from General Amusement’s 


Chicago office, effective Thursday 


(1), is to move over to Morris’ Cleve- 
land branch Dallas, 


and offices at 


| Denver, etc., will follow. 


In starting a Cleveland office, de- 
spite the war, Morris agency ex- 
plains that the move was prompted 


| here, 


by the realization that the midwest- | 


ern territory that will be served 
cannot be adequately covered from 
either New York or Chicago. Since 
it’s such a fertile area for one-night- 
ers an office headed by someone 
thoroughly familiar with the terri- 
tory was imperative. Brown will 
concern himself with bookings in 
parts of Michigan, east as far as 
Buffalo and Pittsburgh, into West 
Virginia and, of course, all of the 
Ohio Valley. 
Cleveland addition 
fourth Morris office; 


will be 
beside 


the 
New 


| York and Chicago there is one in 


Hollywood. 





MCA Unable to Arrange 


Out on Society Hop So 
T. Dorsey Forced East 


When Tommy Dorsey’s_ second 
Saturday broadcast (27) on Coca- 
Cola’s ‘Spotlight Bands’ program un- 
expectedly came through from Flint, 
Michigan, it was disclosed that Music 
re- 
26 private party .it 

him for before he was 
a Metro film. Outfit has 


lease from a Dec 
had booked 
signed for 





been in Hollywood since early De- 
cember and is due to open Palla- 
dium Ballroom, Hollywood, tonight 
(Wed.), but was forced to flv east 
to play at Netherland-Plaza hotel, 
Cincinnati, for society hop. Previ- 


ously MCA had tried frantically to 
find a replacement band of equal 
name value, even offering more 
money than Dorsey was to be paid. 


Since band had finished its film 
work and had to come east anyway, 
MCA booked him at Rainbow Gard- 
ens, Fremont, O., Xmas Day and 


scheduled the Coca-Cola 





Pauley’s Softdrink Idea 


Dec. 30. 


leaders 


Lincoln, 
While other orchestras 
have taken up music publishing as a 
sideline, R. H. Pauley, whose stand 
is the Turnpike Casino ballroom 
is making his softdrink ped- 
dling, if he can get the franchise of 
one (Life) that’s on the market. It’s 
his idea te get the waitresses in the 
spots he plays to function as pop- 
pluggers for his brand at a commis- 
sion of 2c. out of every 10c. bottle 
they sell. 
Pauley figures it a good invest- 
ment because in this bailiwick hard 
liquor and drink-spiking around ball- 


‘rooms are taboo, 


| 


j 


‘AWARD’ SHOW 


IS COCA-COLA 
DIFFI 


| 

Music publishers are watching the 
bookings on the Coca-Cola 
(Mutual) with quizzical interest. It 
has already become evident that the 
naming of the ‘hit’ the 
week is circumscribed, since leaders 
with other commercial obligations 
may find themselves barred from ap- 
pearing on the beverage show. One 
such incident has already occurred. 
Chesterfield won't permit Glenn 
Miller to accept any Coca-Cola dates, 
and, as it happens, Miller’s versions 





series 


platter of 


of ‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo’ and 
‘Elmer’s Tune’ rate as No. 1 and 2 
best disc sellers. 

The program’s producers have 


for the past two weeks awarded the 
Saturday night spot to Tommy 
Dorsey for his record of ‘This Love 
of Mine.’ 


Coca-Cola begins running lines | 
into college proms next month to 
pick up bands for its ‘Spotlight 


Bands’ nightly series on Mutual net 
Heretofore sponsor has originated 
most of its broadcasts from broaa- 
casting studios, with some done from ,; 
location dates. First from a 
school will be done by Bob Chester 


shot 






































proper scale is paid at all times. ‘ pickup for | fram the University of Pittsburgh 
t I atmraes ; ishter 
Union recently had a number of Saturday one-nighter at IMA Aud. | Jan. 16, 
bandleaders on the carpet for con- Flint. Due to its plane being forced Charlie Barnet is also scheduled 
fusing ordinary rehearsal time pa} dawn in a field near Chicago by foul for a shot from Colgate University, 
with the scale laid down for @re- | “&2'"e Xmas afternoon the band pamilton, N.Y., Jan. 80. 
hearsal for recording dates and Never made the Fremont date, leav- sinniinnigdaita 
, of : = “i = i ‘ y ome 5 { AAMISsior hiot ’ : + #£ 2 
forced several of them to cough up | (28 S9me 5,100 admissions high and Lionel Hampton cut first four sides 
- > r Sh —_ » ainhonur ‘ 5 
extra cash it was found they owed dry. Perry Shad operates Rainbow oy new Decea contract. Hampton get 
. Yan 1c Su *‘onnere Wn hata " ’ ‘ 8 , 

their men. Artie Shaw, Larry Clin- Gardens, Sy Conners the IMA date. rst location date in east Friday (2) 
ton, Ben Bernie and several others Vocalist Connie Haines was shaken when he moves into the Brunswick 
were before the local on such’ up and several instruments damaged hotel, Boston, for four weeks, re» 
charges in-the forced landing. placing Raymond Scott. 

——_—————— SS ee meenr ee rn $e 
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|agency can do much more for it 
| far as bookings are concerned. than 


. Consolidated Raido 


Glaser Shifts Brown, Other Orchs To 
MCA for Bocking, But Keeps Control 


the William | 
> PE fis ee 


Joe Glaser and the Music Corp. of 
America have virtually completed a 
that takes all of Glas band 
properties, particularly Les Brown, 
over to MCA on a booking privilege 
with Glaser retaining personal 


deal 


Dasls, 


management and all the duties that 
titles implies; ie. right to reject 
dates, power of attorney, etc Ace 


cording to Glaser the arrangement is 
‘set but unsigned,’ and on its terms 
he may assume supervision of MCA’s 
colored talent. He emphatically de- 
nies that amy money will be paid 
him, no matter how things are even- 
tually worked out. His main reason 
for turning over Brown to MCA is, 
of course, the realization that the 
ao 


he can alone. 

Glaser manages Andy Kirk. Louis 
Armstrong, Lionel Hampton ‘(which 
MCA already books), Don Bestor, 
Glenn Garr, Stuff Smith, and had 
been booking them all himself. But 


| the band around which the entire 
| deal revolves is Les Brown's, which 


in the last few months has become 
one of the hottest of the new outfits 
via able recordings and extensive air 
time. It’s unique, too, in that it is 
virtually free of debt, which usually 
piles up to topheavy proportions on 
a combo getting started. 

Every booking agency in the busi- 
ness, with the possible exception of 
Artists. with 
which Glaser was involved but broke 
away from after an argument over a 
booking on Brown, had offered 
Glaser inducements to gain the priv- 
ilege of booking the band. 

Currently at the Blackhawk Cafe, 
Chicago, until Jan. 13. when he’s re- 
placed by Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis, Brown 
his first one-night and 

His first few dates. al- 
set by Glaser, are at salaries 
comparable to those of some already 
established names. 


Union Cancels Its ‘No’ On 
Free Music for Camps 


But Burns Up at U.S.0. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 
The Musicians Union last week put 


+ 


then be 
theatre 


ins 
*nueyr 
our, 


ready 





its foot down—but briefly—against 
allowing cuffo music at an Army 
camp, but changed its mind after a 


huddle with an Army morale officer. 
Fuhrman, leader of the 
KYW house band, and Joe Frasetto, 
maestro of the WIP 
sought permission to 


gregations to Camp Dix 


Clarence 


wWuUuse crew, 
take their ag- 
for a Christe 


las entertainment. At first Furhman 
and Frasetto reported they vere 
turned down, but after the discus- 
sion with the Army official, Local 
77 officers announced that permis- 
sion had been granted. 

It was reported that the union is 
burned at the United Service Organ- 
izations’ failure to spend any of its 
funds for music and entertainment, 
one of the announced purposes of 
the USO’s money-raising campaign. 


Also upset is the American Guild 
of Variety Artists which had also 
expected that members would 
benefit by the USO’'s recreation and 


entertainme: program Thu far, 
very little money has been spent on 
! rta ) e 1 USO set- 
» I ace rec t« 
€ i] to 
‘ 

VI | s W , e of the at- 
i I AW iine 3 oO ¢ p- 
pe e id of the entertai ent 
( ) r Philace D Y 

‘or el (Me ) 


Chico Marx Maps Tour 
Of Theatres With Band 


Eiko, Nev., Dec. 30. 

Chico Marx has been signed fir @ 
week's ‘stand at the Flatbush theatre, 
Brooklyn, Jan. 15, at the head of a 
band not yet set. Marx is currently 
working here at the 'Commercial 
hotel, leading Ben Pollack’s orchesira, 
After closing New Year's night, 
Pollack is going east to secure and 


| rehearse a band for Marx's use at the 


Flatbush. 

Out on the road some time now, 
working without his brothers, Marx 
intends sticking it out as single with 
the band, he says, and will do only 
theatre work from now on: night 


| clubs are out 
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Hawkins-Ink Spots 


In Chi, Ditto Ted Lewis, $30,000; 


Smash $60,000 





0. Tucker, 486, Osborne, Gin NY. 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Cab Calloway, Providence—(Met- 
ropolitan; 3,200; 44-55-65). ‘Spooks 
Run Wild’ (Mono) not affording 
strong screen support. Nifty $9,000 
on four-day run. 


Erskine Hawkins, Chicago—(Chi- 
cago; 4,000; 35-55-75). ‘Shadow of 
Thin Man’ (M-G) on screen, but the 
Ink Spots are the major draw. Mighty 
$60,000, easily best business in town. 


Woody Herman, Philadelphia— 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75-$1.14- 
$1.71)—Teamed with Billy DeWolfe, 
Shryettos and Tony Martin for spe- 
cial New Year’s Eve show, plus 
‘Swing It, Soldier’ (U) on screen. 
Combo racking up terrific $30,000, 
with Herman’s band credited with 
the lion’s share of draft. Scant help 
coming from the film attraction. 


Ted Lewis, Chicago—(Oriental; 3,- 
200; 28-44-55). Plus ‘Three Girls’ 
(Col). Dynamic $30,000, with band 
credited with bulk of draw. Lewis 
is a big fave in Chicago. 


Will Osborne, New York—(Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-65-99). With ‘You’re in 
the Army Now’ (WB) on screen. On 
the week over Christmas and includ- 
ing New Year’s eve tonight (Wed.) 
looks about $42,000, not big but good. 
Does not hold over. 


Dick Rogers, Newark—(Adams; 
2,000; 25-35-50-60). Presence of Desi 
Arnaz «end Lucille Ball heading stage 
show lending considerable assistance. 
‘Tuxedo Junction’ (Rep) on screen. 
Strong $16,900. 


Orrin Tucker, New York—(Par- 
amount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
Bonnie Baker on stage, ather acts; 
‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par) on screen. 
Wound up third week last night 
(Tues.) at $48,000, good, while prior 
(2d) round was $37,500. Gene Krupa 
and Dinah Shoré, with ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ (Par) as the picture, open 
today (Wed.). 

Ted Weems, Pittsburgh—(Stanley; 
8,800; 30-44-60-66). With ‘In Army 
Now’ (WB). With some draft from 
holiday, including special New Year’s 
Eve midnight show at $1 top, should 
account for $18,000 anyway. Not too 
hot for holiday week, but in face of 
present conditions very acceptable. 


On the Upbeat 


Tone Marlowe orchestra, from 
Keating’s, Clarence, N. Y., opened at 
Cafe Aloha, Buffalo. 














Jack Coffey band opens 
run tomorrow (1) at 
hotel in Akron, O. 


limited | 
Mayflower | 





Jimmy Peyton band, long at old | 
Plaza Cafe, Pittsburgh, has had 
option picked up again at Century 
Club in Steubenville, O. 





Orrin Tucker, not Eddy Duchin, 
recorded ‘You’re a Sap, Mr. Jap’ for 
Columbia last week. 

Perry Scott new vocalist with Irv 
Carroll band at Dempsey’s Restaur- 
ant, N.Y. 








. 


NOT GETTING ALONG 


Separate Ways Probable for Will 
Bradley, Ray McKinley 








co-leaders of the Bradley band, may 
split up during the next two months. 
There has been a lot of bickering 
between the two lately, Bradley’s 
gripes assertedly being based on an) 
aversion to road work, preferring to 
remain in New York with his fam- 
ily. There has been no definite 
plans laid out as to what will hap- 
pen with the outfit when the break 
does come. McKinley may step out 
to form a unit of his own if Bradley 
decides to continue. 


As it stands now the contract be- 
tween the two and the William Mor- 
ris agency prohibits either one from 
leaving. Meetings later this week 
will decide the solution of the prob- 
lem. No matter what is worked 
out, however, changes won't be 
made until latter two weeks in Feb- 
ruary because of commitments al- 
ready made on the band. 


Band Bookings 


Les Brown, Jan. 14-15, Orpheum 
theatre, Madison, Wis.; 23, week, 
Chicago theatre, Chicago; Feb. 6. U. 
of Wisconsin, Madison; 13-14, U. of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. 

Artie Shaw, Feb. 26, two weeks, 








Will Bradley and Ray McKinley, | combo. 


Charlie Barnet Revamps 
For Jan. 30 Debut; Will Be 





Charlie Barnet’s new band, which 
goes into rehearsal Jan. 15, will 
debut at Colgate University, Hamil- 
ton, N.Y., Jan. 30, getting its first 
air showing the same night on Coca- 
Cola’s ‘Spotlight Bands’ program on 
Mutual net. Barnet quits work with 


On Coca-Cola Same Night - 





his present jive combo Jan. 1, at the 
Bradford theatre, Bradford, Pa., 
taking a vacation before consolidat- | 
ing plans for the rebuilding of the | 


New combo will be made up of 
five sax (including Barnet’s), three 
trumpets, one trombone, four rhy- 
thm and four strings, viola, cello, 
two violins. Within that setup will 
be a eight-piece jive combo called 
the ‘Cherokees.’ It’s understood both 
combos will record for Bluebird, 
which label carries the current bard. 





Herman's Record 


At Ritz; Hallet, 
S. Donahue Fair 


(Estimates) 


Ella Fitzgerald (Paradisé Hall, 
Dayton, O., Dec. 28). Miss Fitzgerald 
hit a good pace, $1,150 at 88c-$1.10. 

Mal Hallet (Arena, New Haven, | 
Conn., Dec. 28). Hallet drew fair 
3,800 admissions in four shows, backed | 
by vaude. 

Woody Herman (Ritz B., Bridge- 











Sherman hotel, Chicago. 


port, Conn., Dec. 25) Herman piled 


Bob Chester, Jan. 16, U. of Pitts- | up heaviest gross this spot has seen 


burgh. 

Charlie Barnet, Jan. 31, Colgate 
U., Hamilton, N. Y. 

Orrin Tucker, Jan. 9, four days, 
Strand theatre, Brooklyn. 

Harry James, Jan. 23, week, RKO 
theatre, Boston; 31, Sunnybrook B., 
Pottstown, Pa. 

Frankie Masters, 
Meade, Baltimore. 

Bobby Byrne, Feb. 1, Skylon B., 
Sioux City, Iowa; 3, Arkato B., Sioux 
Falls, S. D.; 4, Ghermot B., Omaha; 6, 
Palais Royal, South Bend, Ind.; 8, 
Tromar B., Des Moines. 

Al Donahue, Jan. 21, Memphis 
State C., Memphis; 23-Feb. 1, Blue 
Moon C., Wichita. 


Jan. 11, Fort 





Chuck Foster, Jan. 16-Feb 5, 
Netherland-Plaza hotel, Cincinnati; 
Feb. 14-March 13, Stevens hotel, 
Chicago. 


Lani McIntire, Jan. 12, Club Gloria, 
Columbus, O. 


B., Pottstown, Pa.; 11, Kreuger Aud., 
Newark, N. J.; 16, indef., New Ken- 
more hotel, Albany. 

Count Basie, Jan. 9, week, Apollo 
theatre, New York; 22, Victory Inn, 
New York; 27, week, Oriental thea- 
tre, Chicago. 

Will Bradley, Jan. 16, Town Hall, 


this year with 2,462 at $1.10. 

Charlie Spivak (Ritz B., Bridge- 
port, Conn., Dec. 28). Spivak also 
did well here, pulling hefty 1,686 at 
99c. 

Artie Shaw (Lakeside Park, Day- 
ton, O., Dec. 27). Shaw drew hefty 
3,000 dancers at. $1.25 to pile up 


$3,759. 
Dick Stabile (Totem Pole B,, 
Auburndale, Mass., Dec. 25-27). 


Stabile has large following here and 
with Gracie Barrie proved solid 
draw 2,600 Thursday, 3,300 Friday 
and 3,700 Saturday at $1.45 pair for 
great $6,960. 

Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., 
Boston, Dec. 27). Donahue is fre- 
quent visitor here; good 900 at 65c- 
55c for $540. 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)...........+- 12 2,150 22,750 
Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....... oan 2,200 20,950 
Harry James..... Lincoln (200; 75c-$1).......ccessece 15 1,300 13,250 
/ Val Olman*...... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)........... oe. UE 625 1,600 
Ray Kinney*.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......... - 37 1,600 50,325 
Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1)......... - 12 3,450 27,050 
Vaughn Monroe*.Commodore (400; 75c-$1)........... 12 1,550 14,925 


*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 





Chicago 

Les Brown (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.).. Entering final two weeks in 
this loop nitery after having established himself as top midwest favorite; 
good to 2,800 customers last week. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House, 600; §3-$3.50 min.). Snapped 
through again to a bright mark and handled 4,000 over the Christmas week, 

Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree, 500; $3-$3.50 min.). With Tony Martin and 
Willie Shore in floor show Raeburn indicated brilliant return run here 
with 4,100 during initial week. 

Jack Teagarden (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman, 700; $1-$2.50 min.)., 
Finishing up here this week, and will be replaced by Bobby Bryne, new 
to Chicago. Teagarden had good stay of better than a month and is now 
welcome back here any time. Managed 3,300 patrons last week. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel, 300; $1-$2 min.). 
doing well enough, with 1,900 customers last week. 


Kassel is 





Los Angeles 


Ray Noble (Ambassador, 900; $1-$1.50). Biz perked and week’s 1,600 in- 
flux not too badly off normal. 

Jimmy Walsh (Biltmore, 1,500; minimum $1-$1.50). Finished off his brief 
stand with 3,000 payees. Phil Harris bowed in Monday (29). 

Stan Kenton (Palladium, 6,000; 65c-$1). Came out of the blackout with 
a week’s pull of 8,500 hoofers. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate, 800; 55c-75c). Got in on the upbeat 
with rest of the town and climbed to slightly over 4,500 payees. 

Harry Owens (Roosevelt, 300; 75c-$1). Pretty much of a secret that the 
room is open again and not more than 600 found out about it some way. 

Horace Heidt (Casa Manana, Culver City, 2,500; 55c). Town's biggest 
surprise and in his first week will better the 10,000 mark. That towers 
over any previous band record in this estab. 

Paul Whiteman (Florentine Gardens, 1,100; $1-$1.25). 
ers and average per head tab on the 7,500 approximated $3.50. 
heavy coin for this grotto. 


Pulling the spend- 
That’s 





San Francisco 


Henry Busse (Rose Room, Palace hotel, 500; 50-$1.50). Fourth week still 
okay at 1,781 covers. Busse has gone over the 500 mark on some nights, 
which is excellent. 








Dance Biz Recovers from War 


Chill: Bookings Nearly Normal 





| Band business has almost com- 
pletely recovered from the effects of 
the beginning of the war. Lull in 
bookings caused by fear of promoters 


Dahlstrand Reelected 


Miiwaukee, Dec. 30. 





Will Osborne, Jan. 10, Sunnybrook | 














Disc Reviews 


_ttm=  ontinued from page 38 


(Decca 4107). Breese’s initial sides, 
for Decca, show band up in neat 
|light. With better arrangements he 
| has good chance to become a record 
| seller. There’s life and spark in the 
| outfit, but it’s haltered on these film 
| tunes by uninspiring, run of mill ar- 




















Philadelphia; 18, Arena, Trenton, | rangements. Skip Morr and Jean 
N. J. | Williams vocal respectively, both 
Henry Busse, Feb. 12-March 11,, | okay. 


Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans. 
Earl Hines, Jan. 8, Strand B., 
23, 


tre, Baltimore: week, Apollo 





Duke Ellington’s orchestra opens 
Jan. 1 at the Main Street theatre, 
Kansas City, to be followed by one- | 
week stands at the Oriental, Chicago, 
and the Paradise, Detroit. 


theatre, New 


21, 
Pa.: 


Enoch Light, Jan. 
hotel, Williamsport, 
B., Keene, N. H. 


23, 


Elks 























NUMBER ONE!!! 





VAUGHN 


LISTENERS ON W.A.A.T., JER 


WEEKS—DECEMBER 14, 





“THE SHRINE OF ST. CECILIA” 


BLUEBIRD RECORD 
B-11344 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


(THANKS TO PAUL BRENNER'’S “REQUESTFULLY YOURS” 


THE MOST POPULAR RECORD FOR THREE CONSECUTIVE 
DECEMBER 21, 


MONROE 


SEY CITY, FOR VOTING THIS 


DECEMBER 28) 


Philadelphia; 16, week, Royal thea- | 


York; Feb. 2, Rose- | 
| land B., Taunton, Mass. 
Lycoming | 











Sammy Kaye: ‘White Cliffs Dover’- 
‘Madelaine’ (Vic. 27704). 
|*‘Dover’ cutting is most commercial 
released. He did a tasty ar- 
|rangement of sock melody and fine 


| yet 


tenor vocal with neat glee club touch 

lthat leaves a strong impression. Re- 
| verse is equally strong, a very sal- 
able impression of Phil Spitalny’s 
melody. Alan Foster, who has im- 
proved quickly, hit a solid groove 
|on the words. 





Harry James: ‘He’s 1-A in Army’- 
|“Day-Dreaming’ (Col. 36455). Start 
|of hostilities and James’ increasing 
| potency in machines makes this an 
outstanding possibility, beside ex- 


ing slowly, then hitting easy jump 
|tempo band and singer Helen For- 


/rest do a crack job. James’ horn is | 
by Jerome Kern- | 


‘solid. Reverse, 





After the bitterest campaign in the 
history of the Milwaukee Musicians’ 


| association, Local No. 8, AFM, with 





| 
| 


Kaye’s | 


cellence with which it’s done. Start- | 


political and racial issues injected 
into the fight, Vollmer Dahlstrand 
was returned to office as president 
by a substantial majority, defeating 
Louis De Santis, whose loss of his 
card in the Bartenders’ union, Local 
No. 64, resulted in closing the club 


| bar. 


Other officers: Walter L. Homann, 
v.p.; Roland Kohler, sec.; J. W. Fol- 
lansbee, sergt.; Otto Boettcher, 
trustee; George Bach, John Borger, 
Ervin Davlin, Osear Dunker, Ernest 
Strudell and Ordan Heiderich, exec- 
utve board members. 





Frank Dailey Reelected 


Frank Dailey, owner of Meadow- | 


brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., was re- 
elected to the Executive Board of 
local 16 of the American Federation 


of Musicians, Newark, N. J. Votes 
were cast Saturday (20). 

It’s Dailey’s second year on the 
| Board. 





|Gus Kahn, is prettier, more effective | 


;}under James’ 
| but still isn’t strong enough for ma- 
chines. Dick Haymes vocals well. 





Tommy Flynn postponed return 
to Chez Ami in Buffalo, in order to 


burgh, through the holidays. 


time the Chez was badly damaged by 
fire during the past week. 





remain at Merry-Go-Round, Pitts- | 
Mean- | 


string arrangement, | 





! 





Emersen Gill’s band will spend the 
winter at the George Washington 
Hotel, Jacksonville, Fla. 


and various buyers of being caught 
out on a limb with dates set weeks 
in advance, seems to have disap- 
peared. In fact, agency bookers are 
of the opinion, substantiated by dates 
already signed, that January and 
February traffic will be bigger than 
last year. And those two: months 
normally are the slowest. 

School dates, which were rapped 
sharply because many are military 
training centers, or tied in with such 
activity throygh R.O.T.C. units, 
haven't gotten back in stride €n- 
.tirely, but bookings for non-milite” 
campuses are again going ahead 
without interference. In a good many 





instances, both schools and. promo- 
tions, hostilities has had the effect 
of reducing budgets for talent, but 
even that will come back to normal 
when the bigger names come off loca- 
tion stands and are available for one- 
nighters. 

Many of the ‘smarter’ personal 


managers are pointing their proper- 
ties at theatre tours. Basing their 
predictions on what happened here 
during 1918 and recently in England, 
they anticipate theatre walls to 
bulge with admissions beginning in 
February or March. 











Tommy Tucker (OKEH) 
Guy Lombarde (DECCA) 


HOLLYWOOD 


5834 La Mirada Ave. 1585 





SEASON’S GREETINGS 


CANCEL THE FLOWERS 


By Eddie Seiler, Sol Marcus and Bennie Benjemen—Writers of 


| DON’T WANT TO SET THE WORLD ON FIRE 


RECORDED BY 


Charioteers (QKEH) 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Tony Martin (DECCA 
Mitchell Ayres (BLUEBIRD) 


CHICAGO 


Broadway Woods Theatre Bldg. 
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NEBRASKA NOT SMILING 





we 


Pinky Herman's ‘Seniority’ Plan 


Pinky Herman, who has been a writer member of ASCAP for nine 
j years, last week submitted to the special committee delegated to de- 
j vise an improved system for royalty allocation his own plan for de- 
termining the relative seniority value of each writer member. Her- 
man describes his proposal as a miniature social security plan which . 
: would insure every active member a chance financially to devote all 
4 his time to songwriting. ; ve . : 
‘ According to Herman’s plan of seniority-of-works classification a 
member upon admission would be entitled to a flat payment of $50 a 


World Library License Deal With Fox 
Breaks Disc Deadlock; Radio Told 
Two Copyright Fees Unmergeable 


ASCAP DEFEATED, 
NOT PUBLISHERS 


Ballrooms, Hotels and Thea- 
tres All Face Prospect of 





7 PE IAAL! 
intial’ 








: year, and this compensation would increase by $50 for every year that Multiplied Individual Ac- History In Easy Doses econ aS = hoor — gers 
, an ° , . : i = vailed between the manufacturers o 

| The Society controlled this member's works, ‘The maximum senforttt | tions State Law Whipped _— recorded liuraries and ASCAP pubs 
a: tag revail so long as the member continued as an active songwriter. ASCAP asa ‘Combination’ “ American history off the Race lishers since the ASCAP-radio peace 
; =. ediate effect of the plan would be to decrease the ASCAP S It’ E is a new painless educational | will likely be broken this week. The 
The imm of members currently in Classes AA, A and B, and raise ° t's verybody for! record series that RCA Victor is World Broadcasting System has 

a aawes of the members in the lower classifications. Himself planning for educational pur- agreed to renew its contract with 


Herman included in his plan a couple tables, one showing what“the 
seniority guarantees would be for the various classes and what the 
total amount of this guarantee, and the other, showing what the net 
differences will be for each class after his proposed method has been 
put into effect. For instance a Double A writer had received $18,000 
in 1940 would under Herman’s plan have been paid $15,040, while a 

; Class D writer, who at the time got $1,500, would have been com- 
Z pensated with $2,270. In either instance, it is assumed that the writers FD, ge Hu release - - tage 

i i ity. y may individually dea 
i had obtained their full seniority we ge eg cc Monette 3 Bec 
the amusement fraternity anything 


poses. 

Name radio announcers will 
spiel the U. S. history highlights, 
the idea being for most palatable 
presentation and digestion. 


Harry Fox, agent and trustee, effec- 
tive Jan. 1, while Associated Musie 
Publishers, Inc., bas indicated its in- 
tent to accept the same agreement, 
The terms are practically the same 
that existed before the ASCAP-radio 
break. The per master price (for- 


merly $15) has been shaved slightly, 
| but the commercial fees of 25c. per 
broadcast remains as is. 

CF 0 T0 The signaturing of contracts by 
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A HEADACHE 











Lincoln, Dec. 30. 








World and Associated will, it is ex- 
pected, terminate the agitation that 


BML sa 
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roe e : R di Pl Tout the prospect of a happy new 
Starr Proposes Audit of Radio Plugs iiss. A,ce ate 








In ‘Commercial,’ ‘Sustaining’ Classes 


By BEN BODEC 
Considerable debate has been 


Jack Robbins Deplores 





happens now in Nebraska between 
members of ASCAP and music con- 
sumers is strictly up to them, be- 
cause, unless they band together and 
violate the Nebraska statute as a 
monopoly action, it’s outside the 
bounds of his office—and court ac- 
tions will be strictly civil. 

There has been much speculation 


LOU LEVY 


Lou Levy, owner of Leeds Music 
Co. and Kaycee Music Co., has ac- 








has come from the transcription divi- 
sion of NBC for a radical change in 
the base of recorded library licensing 
agreements. It’s been NBC’s cone 
tention that transcription licensing 
should be treated strictly the same as 
phonograph record licensing, and 
that the fee ought to be 2c. per dise, 
or the same as provided for under 
the compulsory licensing provision of 


reused within the music publsning ac »bbi rO- this week, except in radio. Most of |quired the Olman Music catalog | the copyright law. 

: Jack Robbins, of the Metro cept i 

business by a plan for ASCAP TOY-| Robbins publishing group, has the radio stations in Nebraska have | from hs Lenheele. Semin See Sag 

Ses ot ee a ere eating adopted a hands-off policy on |*emained on BMI basis, and kept) price paid Olman was $10,000] Another form of pressure effecting 
head of the Warner Bros. publishin 


group, recently submitted to the 
special ASCAP committee assigned 
to the task of revamping the Society’s 
system of member classification. 
Under Starr’s plan the performance 


of a number on a commercial pro-' 


gram would rate substantially above 
a tune broadcast on a sustaining pro- 
gram. The plan also provides for the 
separation of licensee fees collected 
from film theatres from the rest of 
the Society’s income, with picture 
cue sheets serving as the long yard- 
stick for determining each member’s 
share of such money. 

As suggested by Starr’s plan, the 
revenue from radio would be split 
into two parts, one representing com- 
mercial fees and the other, sustaining 
fees. When it came to paying off on 
actual performances- the Society’s 
bookkeeping staff would partition 
each of these two funds individually. 
A publisher or writer would be paid 
off so much for commercial uses, and 
50 much for sustaining uses, with a 


higher value given to commercial! back with no little increment into ry LK ~ ry 
performances, | another one of its pockets. Julian T. K A I : M I I H 
Favors His Firms? Abeles, counsel for Metro’s publish- 4 


Publishers and writers alike have 
attacked Starr’s proposals as unfair 
and as strongly stacked in his firm’s 
favor, They point out that since the 
WB music holdings contain such 
Powerful catalogs of standard and 
Production works as Harms, Inc., and 
Witmark, Warners would attend to 
benefit tremendously on such an al- 
location on commercial uses, while 
other publishers who make large in- 
vestments in exploiting and develop- 














sidered them final or crystallized is ol 
A aS —— The plan, he added, was to be re- She started something last Friday when she sang 
garded as a source of ideas that 
might fit in with those of others on ; ~ ; 
A) * the committee and serve as part of TH STARTED SOM THIN’ 
a basis for the general revision of | t on h H 
| ASCAP’s system for royalty distri- 


and His Orchestra 


The Biggest Little Band 
in Radio 


4th Year Hotel Astor 


_—— 


DECCA RECORDS 


_—_— 


MUTUAL NETWORK 
Dir.: M.C.A, 








a 


‘pseudo - patriotic songs’ and 
wants his organization disasso- 
ciated from the following titles 
that were registered with the 
Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation on the outbreak of the 
U. S.-Jap war: ‘Wake Island 
Woke Up Our Land,’ ‘Slap the 
Jap Right Off the Map,’ ‘We Are 
the Sons of the Rising Guns’ and 
‘To Be Specific, It’s Our Pacific.’ 

The MPPA registrations were 
put through by members of the 
Robbins organization but appar- 
ently without the knowledge of 
the head man. 











| 


ing new works would wind up with 
the sweepings. These critics 
| that Starr also has everything to gain 
| from 


major user of music in films but, as 
an exhibitor, an important licensee of 
performing rights, so that what is 
paid out of one pocket would come 


ing group, has been advocating the 
| adoption of this segregated fund idea 
for years. 

Starr explained last week that he 
had conceived his plan over a 
year ago. At the initial meeting of 
the special ASCAP committee he out- 
| lined it and members of the com- 
| mittee asked him to submit the plan 
in writing. Starr said that in ad- 
vancing his proposals he didn’t want 
the committee to think that he con- 


bution 


Fort Wayne, Dec. 30. 
The Magnavox Co, has distributed 
$50,000 in bonuses to employees. 
| Based on length of service and re- 
| sponsibility of positions, the bonus 


| Magnavox Gives Bonus 
| 


except for officers and directors. 











state | ao 


separate earmarking of film) 
house money, since WB is not only a 


| 
| payments went to regular employees | 
{ 
| 


This is the first year the company | 


‘ has distributed a cash bonus. 
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EXNCHANTIAG::: HAUNTING 


OUTSTANDING RECORDS BY OUTSTANDING ARTISTS 
COLONIAL MUSIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 


Paul Case, Professional Manager—(All professional material available) 


CHICAGO 
_—— 


168 WEST 23RD ST., NEW YORK 





| 


LOS ANGELES 


scrupulously clear of entanglements | 


with other copyrights. But not so 
with ballrooms, hotels, and theatres. 
Ballrooms have been using what- 


ever the musicians have been carry- 


ing in their libraries, and few of 
them have made any arrangements 
financially with ASCAP in any way 
since the law was declared constitu- 
tional by the U. S. Supreme court. 
Most of them haven’t even called on 


the ASCAP representative for the | 


state to get themselves on record as 
wanting to do whatever is proper, 
but have proceeded as if given a 
clean bill by the law. 

This same thing is true of many 
hotels, although this is not particu- 


(Continued on page 42) 


cash, with no debts outstanding in- 


100-odd copyrights in the Olman 
catalog with his Leeds Co. The Kay- 
cee catalog represents his purchase 
|from the Jenkins Music Co., of Kan- 
sas City. Guy and Carmen Lom- 
bardo owned the firm, 

The sale of Olman takes the Lom- 
bardos out of the music publishing 
|business completely. The London 
Music Co., which they started late 
|in 1940, died with the advent of 
peace between radio and ASCAP in 
October, 


| 


J. C. Stein of MCA is due east 
shortly after the first of the year on 
business. 





volved. Levy proposes to merger the | 


trariscriptions has been exerted on 
ASCAP. Numerous stations, figure 
ing on taking out ASCAP licenses, 
have spoken to the Society about be- 
ing able to clear the performing and 
the mechanical rights of musical 
numbers through a single channel, 
ASCAP has pointed out to these stae 
tions that the copyright law makes a 
sharp distinction between the two 
rights and that the Society by its 
charter is confined to the administra- 
tion of performing rights only. 
Fox, who administers mechanical 
rights, represents many publishers 
who are not affiliated with ASCAP 
|and who likewise insist on the main- 
ltenance of the $15 plus 25c. fee are 
(Continued on page 42) 
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Beloved Songstress of the Americas 


OUR THANKS 


But we’re gonna end it 
Right in their own back yard! 


Nick Kenny commented in Sunday's Mirror: 


“Kate Smith introduced it and it was thrilling. They Started 
Somethin’ should be one of the big patriotic songs of the nation.” 


BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


‘ifth Avenue, New York 
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A nation’s music is proof of its morale. Now is the 
time to critically select America's own music by 
outstanding composers, for your programs. Robbins, 
Feist and Miller proudly present this carefully 
compiled list of songs, proven popular on musical 
programs, at civic events, in schools! All materia! 
available upon request. 


aie fOr fimercen 


From ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 





BALLAD FOR AMERICANS 
Text by John Latouche Music by Eerl Robinson 


UNCLE SAM GETS AROUND 
Lyric by Leo Robin Music by Ralph Rainger 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture “Cadet Girl“ 
MARCHING ALONG TOGETHER 


New lyric by Mort Dixon 
Words and Music by Edward Pola and Franz Steininger 


| HEAR AMERICA SINGING 


Lyric by Mitchell Parish Music by Peter De Rose 


THE AMERICAN’S CREED 





Words by William Tyler Page Music by Hugo Frey 


MY OWN AMERICA 
Words and Music by Allie Wrubel 


PRIZE-WINNING SONG — NATIONAL SONG CONTEST, 
COMMITTEE TO DEFEND AMERICA BY AIDING THE ALLIES 


ME AND MY UNCLE SAM 
Words and Music by William A. Dillon 


PRIZE-WINNING SONG — NATIONAL SONG CONTEST, 
COMMITTEE TO DEFEND AMERICA BY AIDING THE ALLIES 


ANCHORS AWEIGH 


By Chas. A. Zimmermann 


MARCH FOR AMERICANS 
By Ferde Grofe 









From LEO FEIST, Ine. 





IT’S A MIGHTY FINE COUNTRY 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week Ending Dec. 27) 





White Cliffs of Dover...Shapiro 


Elmer’s Tune........e«- Robbins 
Shepherd Serenade..... Mayfair 
Meee GI... apes eseecdss Tobias 
Chattanooga Choo Choo....Feist 
Tonight We Love........ Maestro 
This Love of Mine......Embassy 
Shrine of St. Cecelia...... Braun 
By-U-By-O .......ceee- Majestic 
Madelaine ........e¢ .. Santly 
Everything I Love..... Chappell 
Bells of San Raquel........ Peer 
No Laughing Matter......Block 
T ROW “WAR. 6s csséanecats Feist 


Why Don't We Often...Triangle 


ASCAP May Start 
1942 With 525 
Licensed Stations 


ASCAP now has 484 = that 
are licensed to broadcast its music 
on both sustaining and commercial 
basis. It has received word from 
another 25 stations that they propose 
to sign up Jan. 1 and should the 19 
outlets that compose the Yankee and 
Colonial Networks come through by 
that time the Society will start the 
year with better than 525 subscrib- 
ers. Before the break with radio 
ASCAP’s licensee roster ranged be- 
twen 650 and 675 stations. 

What has held up the consumma- 
tion of the deal with John Shepard, 
III, on his his two New England 
webs is the failure of one of the 
transcontinental networks to send 
in its signatured permission for the 
terms granted to Shepard by 
ASCAP. The latter is  hestitant 
about according any different terms 
to Shepard until it has been assured 
by NBC, CBS and Mutual in writing 
that the Yankee-Colonial contract 
is okay with them. 

















Nebraska 




















h—— continued from page 41 


larly important. Hotels using music 
in Nebraska are few, and mostly 
limited to Omaha. 
Films in a Spot 

The filmers are in a dither. They 
haven’t been paying to ASCAP in 
most cases, either. Exhibs are be- 
ginning to wonder if this means a 
double-feature deal when the film 
peddlers come around to sell them 
musicals, a film salesman and a 
songwriters’ agent to deal with be- 
fore the picture can be run—per- 
centage going from the gross to the 
music maker, as well as to the pro- 
ducer. 

Comment is being passed around 
now ruefully that the Nebraska law 
wasn’t stiff enough, that it should 





have made it not only impossible 
for the ‘monopoly action’ of ASCAP 
to continue, but that music be 
bought at the source in all cases 





(We've Got Here) 
Lyric by Jack Yellen Music by Sam E. Fain 
From Olsen & Johnson's “Sons O’ Fun” 


K-K-K-KATY 
By Geoffrey O'Hara 


IF HE CAN FIGHT LIKE HE CAN LOVE 


New lyric by George W. Meyer 
Words by Grant Clarke and Howard E. Rogers 
Music by George W. Meyer 


OVER THERE 
By George M. Cohan 


From MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 





GREAT DAY 
Lyrics by William Rose and Edward Eliscu 
Music by Vincent Youmans 
From the musical play “Great Day“ 


DRUMS IN MY HEART. 
Words by Edward Heyman & Music by Vincent Youmans 
From the musical production, “Through The Years” 


HAWAIIAN WAR CHANT 
English lyric by Ralph Freed 
Music by Johnny Noble and Leleiohaku 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT MARCH 
Words by Irving Caesar Music by William H. Woodin 








jn order to facilitate clearances. 
There is a good deal of indication 
from many quarters that it would 
have been far cheaper and far less 
annoying to have done biz with 
ASCAP on the old basis than now 
with this new found supreme court 
approved ‘freedom’ to regulate . 





=: | rangement. 


| through Broadcast Music, Inc. 

















World Proposes 
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Cer mt 
These principals include 
| several publishers . who license 

An insight of the progress made 
by ASCAP music in resuming its 
Status in the commercial transcrip- 


° i y 7 . 
= |tion field may be derived from the 


fact that every number of the 20 
Coca-Cola programs which go into 
production at the World studios this 
week is controlled by some ASCAP 
affiliated publisher. The serial num- 
ber of this new transcription group 
runs from 1356 to 1375. Coca-Cola 
is licensing the performing rights on 
these records direct with ASCAP, 
paying the commercial fees of 8% 
and deducting it from the time rates 
due the stations. The beverage ac- 
count at the same time does its me- 
chanical licensing through the 
MPPA, paying a fee of 25c per num- 
ber but absorbing it as part of the 
production costs. 


Starr to Florida 


Herman Starr, v.p. in charge of 
the Warner Bros. publishing group, 
leaves tomorrow (Thursday) for a 
Florida vacation. 











He will be gone three weeks, 


Inside Stuf—Music: 


‘There Ain’t Any Chorus,’ which took four writers to turn out, has been 
published by three different sources within the space of a few weeks. The 
latest to make copies of the tunes is the Lincoln Music Co. Mercer g 
Morris was the original publisher of the number, and after M & mM had 
produced professional copies the writers decided that they weren't getting 
quick enough action and they asked that the song be returned to them, 
M & M complied with the request and the four writers put out their own 
copies, 

In the meantime the number was recorded by the Bluebird division of 
Victor Records and Lincoln Music made a deal with the fourséme for the 
publishing rights. The writers involved are Irv Carroll, Jerry Livingston, 
Nelson Cogan and Jerry Franklin. 








Standard department of the Warner Bros. publishing group has culled 
from its Harms, Witmark and Remick catalogs all patriotic songs that 
might appeal to the producers of radio programs. The stress in the selec. 
tion and submission is on numbers of the stirring type and not of the 
sentimental classification. The theory here is that the first reaction to 
war is one of fighting sentiment and that after the hostilities get to the 
second stage there comes a yearning for the sentimental lyric, such as of 
the ‘My Buddy’ school. 





The music trade points to the standing of ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ on last 
Saturday night’s (27) Lucky Strike Hit Parade (CBS) as furnishing more 
food for questioning the validity of the system used by Lucky for arriving 
at its weekly song ratings. ‘White Cliffs’ was given third place on last 
Saturday’s program, coming up from nowhere as far as Lucky Strike was 
concerned. On the previous week’s program (20) the same tune was con- 
spicuous by its absence, even though it was No. 1 in sheet sales by a wide 
margin and was among the top most-plugged numbers. 

- 





Sammy Kaye not only intends to remain in the music publishing busi- 
ness but he has started to scout the field for the acquisition of other 
catalogs. The band leader now has the Republic Music Co. Associated 
with him in the enterprise is his lawyer, Lee Eastman, and it is the latter 
who has let it be known that Kaye is interested in buying up catalogs, 
prefering those holding membership in ASCAP. 


NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, WABC 
and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday- 
through Sunday (Dec. 22-28), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 
music publishing industry. 








TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Everything I Love—t‘Let’s Face It’......... See: a 
ee Re Oe akin 6005.0 bh wok een deesvearee na EEO 00600000: . 29 
Chattanooga Choo Choo—?7‘Sun Valley Serenade’.....Feist ........e0. . 24 
EE. SID. bigness seeded eteetestsnveesstecuss susan CN ee . 2 
Madelaine ........ Din Ge ah ae eee eee Looe oes dan bennen EEE: csce geee ks. ae 
From One Love to Another.........secesees cebacenst, Gs BOOBS. ccc ‘a 
ee Be ee RI DUET 6 bv'ik so cccccencecetabeuss Block so an 
Magic of Magnolias—j}‘Glamour Boy’........... ones VEEMIOUES sceves 16 
Ee S's Ces 5 6 Poco as kaa e815) 0.6.8 66.540 teen bee WSUMTE ot fecccs «a 
This Time the Dream’s on Me—?7‘Blues in Night’.... Remick .......... 15 
SE 5 39:42 < cae padi aces as bau Os hs Seeen ee ees ae |” a er 14 
Why Don’t We Do This More Often?......... sboavees EMER Gabsece< . 14 
Blues in the Night—7‘Blues in Night’...........6..: WOGUEK 406 8 shee 13 
Sinner Kissed an Angel.............cce0e SWaeseaeeden OUIGUR . nk encveces 12 
CEE 5 ts bat besd Fok cv bs <b bNGRDEORS ORE EOF eS 11 
Humpty Dumpty Heart—f‘Playmates’.........seee0: Southern ........ ll 
Be I in as dis Sikh RGR OS CEs 4 5a US s beeeebece sages MODOINS icowsceces 11 
OPES SONNE: ENG cides ees e dees dsceceseesetéees DEI cxcevisedes ‘0 
PEE Ie OE MEMEO cas bo eeedescodesaedencesnceseass MOE ccccccéses 10 
EIEY RMNEEET | Gthul tic 6-45'64644606460 60 6.0 04 BO 2004 nssaeuaes DEM cach cece es 10 





* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. 
t Filmusical, 
t Legitimate. 





South American Best Sellers. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 16. 
Following list of best-selling November discs made up of data ob- 
tained from dealers and producing companies headquartered in Ar- 
gentina and represents choice not only for this country but for ad- 
joining South American republics. Name of more than one band or 
vocalist after title indicates in popularity order whose records are 
being played. 





Anibal Troilo ..... Victor 
1. El Cuarteador (Arg.) Tango-Milonga. { Francisco Canaro. .Odeon 


| Hector Palacios .... Victor 
[Don Pepe.......... Odeon 
2. ; | Felisiano Brunelli .. Victor 
Juancito el Vendedor (U.S.) F.T...... Devaide Geesede ... Victor 
Abe Lyman ....... Victor 
3. Olvidao (Arg) Tango .............00. Juan D’Arrienzo ...Victor 
4. Chica, Chica Boom Chie (U.S.) F.T, [ Juan C. Barbara... Odeon 
Rhumba .............. ee Orquesta Victor .. Vic or 
| Leo Reisman ...... Victor 
5. Cuando Hora la Milonga (Arg.) Tango. Francisco Lomuto .. Victor 
] isters Jdeon 

eT ets SS) oe § Andrews Sisters ...Oc 
e “seee* | Sammy Kaye ...... Victor 
7. Negra Maria (Arg.) Milonga..... «e+e Lucio Demare ..... Odeon 
8. Mi Ranchito (Mex.) Ranchera ....... Hawaiian Seren ... Victor 
- Desesperadamente+ (Cuban) Bolero..., Lecuona Cuban Boys Victor 
10. Ahora no me Conoces (Arg.) Tango.. j Angel D'Agostino .. Victor 


| Libertad Lamarque Victer 


—_—-~ 


Max Lutz Succeeds Perrin 








ASCAP-ABCA ACCORD 
Assn, of Brazilian Composers and 
Authors has signed a two-year agree- 








ment with the American Society of 
Authors, Composers and Publishers, 


the first time the two copyright 
licensing groups have had a treaty. 
ABCA organization includes pop 
writers in that country, as distin- 
guished from another organization 
of stage composers and authors 

Deal was arranged by Wallace 





Chicago, Dec. 30. 


Max Lutz becomes manager 
Chicago for Radiotunes. 

Taking over spot formerly occu- 
pied by Jack Perrin who is going out 
to the Coast as representative for the 
Irving Berlin music firm. 


in 


—_ 





Downey, former Rio de Janeiro pub- 
lisher, now a talent rep in New York. 
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(S] Experiments with Advance Ticket 
Sales to Up Turnout for Camp Shows 





Solutions to the various causes 


which have held attendance to about 
50% at Army camp shows are gradu- 
ally being worked out by USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., and soldier trade at the 
presentations is on the upbeat. Shows 
met unforeseen and unfortunate con- 
ditions, with war starting just 10 days 
after the first of them went out on 
een price of 20c has been 
thought by some USO-CSI execs and 
outsiders as at least partially respon- 
sible for holding down crowds. Re- 
ports from advance men and man- 
agers with the shows, however, re- 
peatedly state that that is not the 
case. At any rate, the question is 
being left open, coming up for fre- 
quent discussion and examination. 
Brig. General Frederick Osborn, 
Army morale chief, favors leaving 
the rate at 20c until further experi- 
ence shows whether or not a change 
should be made. 

Number of CSI execs are in favor 
of a 10c admish for the 12 to 15 new 
shows going out in January to the 
165 €amps with small theatres. These 
shows are costing only -$1,000 a week 
to operate, as compared to around 
$2,500 for the 11 now out on the ‘65 
Circuit,’ which has bigger and bet- 
t2r-equipped theatres. 

Major step to upping attendance 
was achieved with experiments in 
putting tickets on sale in advance of 
the day the show arrives and at 
various places throughout the camps. 
Usual method has been to sell tickets 
at the boxoffice only and only on the 
day of the show. At Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Mo. where the advance 
scheme was first tried, more than 
1,700 tickets were sold before the 
show hit the camp. 


Better Publicity 

Lack of sufficient advance pub- 
licity has also been a cause for at- 
tendance lag that is now being over- 
come. With the Hal Horne Organi- 
zation having taken over super- 
vision of the advance men and prep- 
aration of material for them, imme- 
diate results are expected. 

One of the things the publicity has 
to do is overcome apathy of soldiers 
to all shows as the result of the 
times they have been stung in the 
past by poor shows (not CSI) which 
have played in the camps or near 
them. 

Still another problem which is be- 
ing overcome is the fact that camps 
are very large and it is often miles 





from barracks to theatre for many 
soldiers. It’s much easier for Joe} 
Private, tired from a day’s drilling, | 
to lie on his cot and listen to the| 
radio than to trudge a couple miles 
in the dark to be entertained. | 
This is being overcome by making | 
arrangements where possible to have 
the shows, instead of playing one| 
theatre in each camp, move around 
to various theatres so that they will| 
play near each barracks. In addi-| 
tion, it has been arranged with some 
camp commanders to provide trucks 
to bring the boys to the theatres. 
Another cause, probably more im- | 
portant during the past three weeks 
than any other, for the 50% attend- 
ance—is ‘military reasons.’ This in- | 
volves troop movements and special | 
duties for soldiers brought about by | 
the war. ; 


‘Eileen’ vice ‘Parade’ Unit 
‘Laugh Parade’ unit is being dis- 
banded Jan. 10 and being replaced | 
two days later by a legiter, ‘Junior 


Miss.’ Cast of ‘Parade’ includes Lew 
Parker, Three Smart Girls, Del Rio 
& Della, George Prentice, Ginger 
Manners, Gale Sextet and Lou 
Duthers. 

Shows for the ‘165’ circuit — the 
165 camps with small and _ ill- 


€quipped theatres—are now pretty 
well Set by the talent advisory com- | 
mittee. They tentatively will in- 
Clude one variety show out of Chi-| 
cago, WLS Barn Dance out of Chi- 
cago, two Hollywood units, one con- 
cert unit, one Negro unit, two Major 
Bowes units and six variety units 
out of" New York, including three | 
with small bands, ‘ 

Cost of these units is being figured 
at $925 per week, plus $75 for an 
accompanist-conductor. It is intended 
not to send out advance men or 
managers with these small shows, 
Proposition which the Theatrical 
Managers & Agents union squawked 
about but is now said to have okayed. 

Concert unit is an innovation and 
more or less experimental. It will 
be in addition to concert people pro- 
vided out of the concert pool, who 
will perform only occasionally, for | 


(Continued on page 44) 





Frisco Burley Raided 


San Francisco, Dec. 30. 
Charles Michaels’ Kearney theatre, 
burley house, was raided for the 
second time this year last week. 
Cops’ major beef against the spot was 
presence of minors in audience, seven 
high school students being turned 


over to authorities. 

As before, charges include ‘lewd 
and indecent show’ and ‘contributing 
to delinquency of minors.’ Eleven in 
the company were nabbed. 

House is operating as usual. 


506 DAMAGE IN 
2 NITERY FIRES 


—_— 








Boston, Dec. 30. 


A cigaret carelessly left by a per- 
former on a dressing room table 
was blamed as the cause of a $30,- 
000 fire that burned the Casa Manana, 
local litery, to the ground, Sunday 
night (28). A barking dog in the 
room gave the alarm. 


Manager Jack Brown kept the 300 
patrons in order and had them file 
out without any confusion while the 
Aulger Bros. melodrama, ‘Adrift in 
New York, Or Her First False Step,’ 
was being performed on stage. 

Earlier that day he figured that 
he had received deposits on over 400 
New Year’s Eve reservations. He 
plans to take over a vacant down- 
town spot. 





Buffalo. Nitery Damaged 
Buffalo, Dec. 30. 
Fire wrecked the interior of 
swank Chez Ami nitery on Christ- 
mas night, causing damage estimated 
to be at least $20,000. and resulting 
(Continued on pege 44) 





Benes Producing One Of 


Most Expensive Units 


Dave Benes is producing one of 
the most expensive units of the year 
in ‘Folies Interndtionale,’ scheduled 
to open Jan, 16 at RKO’s Boston, 
Boston, with the Palace, Cleveland, 
to follow Jan. 30. 

Besides a ballet line of 16, unit 
will include Professor Lamberti, 
Franklyn D’Amore, Shyrettos, Frank 
and Jean Hubert, Novello Brothers, 
Karen Zoska, Charles and Celester, 
Judith and Jacque, The Chadwicks, 
Six Diplomats and Helen May. 





BUYS L’VILLE NITERY 


Irequois Gardens Sold by Snyder to 
Bill Goose; Policy Same 








Louisville, Dec. 30. 

Bill Goose, restaurant owner, last 
week bought Iroquois Gardens, for 
past 10 years owned and operated by 
William Snyder. 

Spot has played name bands and 
floor shows consistently, and does a 
big summer business, with a summer 
garden accommodating 2,000. New 
management will continue the same 
policy. 


Belle Baker Defers Dates, 
Awaits Son’s Enlistment, 
Causing Contract Break 


Belle Baker is deferring all thea- 
tre and nitery engagements until 
after next week, when her 20-year- 
old son, Herbert, enlists in the U. S. 
Army. Miss Baker wants to remain 
in N. Y. with him until he goes to 
camp. 

One engagement Miss Baker post- 
poned was at the HiHat Club, Chi- 
cago, skedded for a Xmas night 
opening. Louis Falkenstein, op- 
erator of that spot, is said to be 
filing charges against Miss Baker 
with the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, but no complaint has been 
registered in N. Y. Miss Baker, 
however, has agreed to play spot in 
January at a cut that will compen- 
sate Falkenstein for any expense in- 
curred in advertising prior to the 
cancellation. 

Herbert, her only vhild, has been 
writing special material for his 
mother since graduating from Yale 
University last June. His father was 
Maurice Abrahams, the music pub- 
lisher, who died many years ago. 


Albany Nitery Settles 
Dispute With Unions 


Albany, Dec. 30. 

An agreement to employ a resident 
engineer, a local orchestra and two 
stagehands settled a dispute be- 
tween three Albany unions and the 
company operating Capitol Music 
Hall, popular-priced cabaret-dance 
spot in the remodeled Capitol thea- 
tre. Wrangling threatened to de- 
lay opening of the new venture on 
Christmas. Max Wilmer, managing 
agent for Cue Music Co., operator of 
the nitery, and representatives of the 
musicians, stagehands and engineers 
unions, signed the contract. It rep- 
resented a concession on both sides. 

At first, the Music Hall balked at 
employing personnel the manage- 
ment considered unnecessary. The 
unions signed the contract. It rep- 
inclusion of a two-week notice 
clause. The latter, however, appears 
in the contract. 

















The engineers and_ stagehands 
went on the payroll before the open- 
ing. Local band will fill in between 
appearances of name bands. 


N.Y. Nitery Biz Still Questionable 





The Snake! 


Youngstown, D., Dec. 30. 


Gloria Grant, a snake dancer at a 
Mahoning Valley night club, is nurs- 
ing injuries inflicted by her snake— 
a seven-foot non-poisonous blue in- 
digo. 

Reptile bit her four times on the 
nose and seven times on the arm be- 
fore a patron pulled the reptile from 
her at a performance Dec. 18. 


KALCHEIM QUITS 
PAR AS BOOKER 


Harry Xalcheim, one of the best- 
known stage show theatre bookers, 
has resigned from Paramount and 
has been on the Coast setting details 
on a new connection. Kalcheim’s 
leave-taking from Paramount after 10 
years was sudden and said to have 
been precipitated by dissatisfaction 
with that company’s ‘downbeat’ treat- 
ment of his services. Kalcheim re- 
turned to N. Y. yesterday (Tuesday) 
and. his resignation is effective im- 
mediately. 


Joining Paramount is Milton Ber- 
ger, up to now an associate of Jack 
Davies, agent. Harry Levine, Kal- 
cheim’s assistant, succeeds the re- 
signed booker. It’s said Levine and 
Berger will co-book the Par houses. 
Latter is the brother of the late 
Willie Berger, RKO booker who was 
killed in an auto accident several 
years ago. 

Kalcheim, a shrewd judge and 
buyer of bands, figured prominently 
in the success of the name orch pol- 
icy at the N. Y. Paramount, in- 
augurated by managing director Bob 
Weitman. The success of the Par 
circuit’s flagship eventually forced 
Warner Bros. to go in for the same 
type of policy at the Strand theatre. 


Frequently, when giving an up- 
and-coming band its first date on 
Broadway at the Par, Kalcheim 
signed them to options for subse- 
quent dates. Thus he was able to sew 
up several aggregations and cash in 
on their growing popularity, usually 
resulting from the important Par 
date. 


He was also noted in the trade for 
his willingness to travel anywhere, 
any time, to see a new band or act. 


With Kalcheim leaving Paramount 
and probably settling on the Coast, 
|he will resign from the USO-Camp 
| Shows, Inc., advisory booking board, 
lof which he has been chairman. 
|Sidney Piermont, of Loew’s, is now 
'chairman of that CSI phase. 
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For ‘Eve: Outlook Elsewhere OK 


A 


Just as New York niteries started 
to look up a bit from the post-Dec, 
7 Nipponese nipups, the bad news in 
the Philippines again took toll, so it’s 
still a question mark for New Year’s 
eve. Some spots insist it will be a 
bull market, a last-minute rush, and 
there is good evidence already to 
support that in the manner in which 
reservations have started to come in. 

Generally, indications in other key 
cities are that nitery biz on the holi- 
day eve will approximate normalcy. 

The N. Y. class joints have the edge, 
unquestionably, but the mass cabarets 
have always been a last-minute pro- 
position. A spot like Fefe’s Monte 
Carlo, with its top price for New 
Year’s whoopee in America—a 
straight $20-per-head tariff—is 50% 
booked up. This is in contrast to the 
Monte Carlo Beach, annex nitery, 
which lost what was easily a $5,000 
New Year’s eve party. One group of 
socialites had taken over the entire 
room, including private band and en- 
tertainment, but the Jap war jitters 
biltzed that into a quick cancella- 
tion, 

A tipoff on New Year’s are the 
SOS-type of display ads now gener- 
ously dotting the Gotham dailies, 
featuring free favors, ‘gifts to the 
ladies’, champagne cocktails, etc., to 
go with the evening’s happenings. 

Traditionally, of course, New 
York’s New Year’s Eves are huge 
successes and generally keynote the 
state of the nation’s mood. When 
Gotham glimmers, every other key 
city likewise reflects economic boom- 
times and generally jollity. 


ORPH, OMAHA, LISTS 
AMBITIOUS SCHEDULE 


Omaha, Dec. 30. 

Biggest list of future bookings ever 
issued for Orpheum stage was made 
known this week. It will start with 
Lou Breese band topping week’s 
show New Year’s eve. Following will 
be Ted Weems, Erskine Hawkins and 
the Inkspots, Ted Lewis band, Sam- 
my Kaye and others. Manager Bill 
Miskell admitted as many more at- 
tractions have been booked but is 
not releasing names yet. 

Town theatre, going into resident 
musical comedy stock and variety 
policy Jan. 3, announced amplifica- 
tion of its plans. Idea is to have line 
of girls, full set of musical comedy 
characters and, in addition, added 
variety acts. Policy once went great 
at this house. 


Soldiers Put on a Show 
For Red Bank, N.J., Church 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., Dec. 30. 
In most camps civilians come in 

















|and stage benefit shows for the sol- 


diers. Not at Fort Monmouth, how- 


ever. Here the soldiers go out and 
give benefits for civilians. 
Last week, men at the post put on 


St. Jame 
church, Red Bank, for benefit of th 
Riverview hospital. Couple day 
later they entertained underprivi 
leged children at a party in East 
Orange. 

Pvt. Harry Nackes was m.c. for the 
Red Bank affair. Program included 
pantomimes by Pvt. Barney Weacock 
and monologs by Pvt. Don Latour, 
formerly of the ‘Dead End Kids’ 
troupe, and a six-piece band and 
vocalist. Six members of the same 
unit made up the East Orange con- 
tingent, 


Set Rainbow Room 


New floor show at the Rainbow 
Room, N. Y., opening Jan. 7, will 








dane Charles Weidman, the concert 


dancer, who makes his first appear- 
ance in a cafe. Change in show 
also brings in Carmen Cavallaro’s 


| band, another R. R. debut, to re- 


place Matty Malneck, while the 
Clemente rhumba band, with Da- 
cita, featured singer, will take the 
spot now held by Velero Sisters’ 
Pan-American band. 

Weidman will be teamed with 
Katharine Litz and Peter Hamilton 
in a satirical dance repertoire. He 
formerly partnered with Doris Hume 
phrey, who will not appear with 
him at the Rainbow Room. 
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Night Club Reviews 








Earl Carroll’s, H’ wood 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Cynda Glenn, Dave Apollon, Willie 
West & McGinty, Johnny Puleo, The 





Debonairs, Gali Gali, Ginger Har-| 


mon, St. Clair & Day, Dick & Dottie 
Remy, Bill Brady, Marc Ballero, Line 
(30), Manny Strand (15) and Michel 
Ortiz (5) orchestra; $3.30 includes 
dinner. 





The wear and tear of six revues, 

atterned from the same cloth, is 

eginning to tell on Earl Carroll. 
This last edition, ‘Star Spangled 
Glamour,’ is more a conglomerate 
blending of what has gone before 
than any new tangent in the realm 
of entertainment. It is sadly lack- 
ing in quality performers, gets pretty 
boring in stretches and never quite 
achieves the level of past perform- 
ances. There is an overplay of pa- 
triotism and good neighborliness 
with the Latin republics, which 
helps give the production its multi- 
colored and shimmering mounting, 
but the main fault lies in what pa- 
rades before these gay trappings. 

List of principals reads more like 
a page from a vaude program. Dave 
Apollon essays the emceeing and 1s 
on stage most of the two hours. His 
dialect is refreshing for a time but 
it’s asking too much to make him 
carry the show. Toward the close 
he is made to do a sMappy wine- 
testing bit that just about closed 
him out with the sitters. He still 
twangs the Russ mandolin expertly 
and partakes of most of the hoss- 
play but it’s his intros and chatter 
that become wearing on the cus- 
tomers. 4 

Best received of the specialty 
turns were Willie West and Mc- 
Ginty in their rough-house con- 
struction bit, all too familiar to 
vaude-goers of other days, and 
Johnny Puleo, late of Borrah Min- 
evitch’s harmonica rascals. Slap- 
stick antics of West and McGinty 

roved the standout, which is none 
oo complimentary to the others. 
Puleo, the little guy who always got 
shoved around and elbowed by the 
Minevitch mouth organists, is used 

enerously through all the skits and 
fis pantomimicry was hilariously re- 
ceived. He is most effective with his 
mugging and kicking around and 
should play dumb through it all. 

Cynda Glenn seems lost in this big 
room with her zany antics around 
the piano and grotesque movements 
of her loose-jointed arms. She is 
also inducted into comedy routines 
that place her at a disadvantage. 
She’s an artist in her metier but too 
free use of her talents detracts from 
her specialized repertoire. It’s an 
old trick of Carro’’s to use his prin- 
cipals wherever possible, putting 
them into routines ill-fitted to their 
talents. This is especially true of 
Apollon and Miss Glenn. [Since the 
groem. Miss Glenn walked out, pre- 
erring not to be spotted so hap- 
hazardly.] 

Gali Gali is still around with his 
disappearing chicks and triple tongue 
chatter, but again the room is much 
too spacious for switched pea illu- 
sions. St. Clair and Day, ballroom- 
ologists, are a smooth working com- 


bination, as are the Debonairs, male | 


precision steppers, held over from 
the last extravaganza. Marc Bal- 
lero, impersonator, was also on too 
often and made to do things not to 
his particular desicn. He shares the 
vocals with Bill Brady, who’s been 
around for the last two or three 
Carroll frolics. Ginger Harmon is a 


|non, Sonia Cortis, Gloria Belmonte, 


gingery miss with a pair of lusty 

pipes that the p.a. system or ac- 

coustics don’t do right by. Dick 
and Dottie Remy have a bouncing 
| bit, the femme member being top 
| weight with pounds to spare. 

| Manny Strand still batons the 
| show from the pit and Michel Ortiz 
plays the dance a la rhumba. In 
the score by Syd Kuller, Hal Borne 
and Carroll is only one promising 
number, ‘Wishful Thinking.’ 
Prinz staged the dance ensembles, 
following the stencil of previous 
shows, with costumes and scenery 
the handiwork of Jean LeSeyeux, 
who has officiated since the opening 
four years ago. Line of 30 girls 
makes a good flash behind waving 
plumes and prodigal use of phos- 
phoroscence. 

Carroll will undoubtedly have to 
make several changes if he expects 
this opus to prosper through the 
uncertain weeks ahead. Helm, 


LA CONGA, N.Y. 


Lee Dixon, Harris, Claire & Shan- 








La Congettes (6), Noro Morales and 
Jack Harris bands; $2 minimum. 





Lee Dixon, who was under Warner 
Bros, contract, is emcee at La Conga 
and impresses with his carefree, 
boyish personality both as a show- 
pacer and as one of those non- 
chalant, Buddy Ebsenesque dancers. 
The new show here has two re- 
turners in Harris, Claire & Shannon, 
with their novel terping, wherein 
Harris handles the two girls much 
as the ordinary male vis-a-vis would 
handle a single femme opposite. 
This standard act has been around 
and makes good impress right along. 

Gloria Belmonte, a petite flamenco 
dancer with a nifty pair of under- 
pinnings, likewise has been here be- 
fore, and again registers. In be- 
tween, a comely sextet of girls 
labeled La Congettes breaks the 
waits. Sonia Cortis, new vocal im- 
port, waseout through illness on the 
night caught, and a good tenor in the 
person of Bill Raines, WHWN chirper, 
substituted, registering with surefires 
like ‘Beguine,’ ‘Stardust,’ etc. 

Boniface Jack Harris also maestros 
the major band, akin to the days 
when he owned Ciro’s in London, 
although he’s chiefly a host now. 
Noro Morales’ tiptop Latin combina- 
tion, long here, continues as the 
other combo. Abel, 


Commercial Lounge 
(ELKO, NEV.) 


Eiko, Nev. Dec. 28. 
..Dick, Don and Dinah, Harger & 
Maye, Royal Whirlwinds, Eddie 
Cochran, Charles Fredericks, Chico 
Marx Orchestra; No cover or mini- 
mum, 








Management of Commercial Hotel 
here offers this show as ‘a share in 
America’s greatest entertainment, 
featuring Chico Marx with the show 
of the year.’ Marx comes on last 





in his sereen getup, easily getting | 
over. 
He does little gagging, depending 
| on his eccentric digit meanderings 
|over the ivories for laughs—which 
were plenty from this audience. The 
| comedian should do more gagging, 





ae | idee he’s funny by heckl 


i 
| house help. Rhodes. 





| especially away from the piano, but, 
as he tells the crowd, ‘he feels lost 
| without Groucho and Harpo.’ 

| Harger and Maye are above-aver- 
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BUILDING ANNEX 


age dancers. They both have class 
and Miss Maye’s oallet experience 
gives her added poise and technique. 
Their routines show originality in 
ideas, execution. 

Dick, Don and Dinah, two boys 
and a lovely blonde looker, are in 
return engagement. Their acrobatic 
work along comedy lines was well 
received. The Royal Whirlwinds, 
man and a femme, open show to 
good applause with their fast roller- 
skating. 

Eddie Cochran, with femme as- 
sistant, puts over magic but seems 
they’d do better without the smutty 
gags. Charles Fredericks sings 
popular and musical comedy tunes 
pleasingly in a lyrical baritone. He 
emceed the show and has mistaken 
ng the 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI. 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 
Willie Shore, Tony Martin, Calla- 
han Sisters (2), Raul and Eva Reyes, 
Fred Evans’ Adorables (16), Boyd 
Raeburn Orch. (16), Bobby Ramos 
Orch (8). 








Chez Paree on Christmas eve had 
the biggest opening in its history. 
Hundreds were turned away, tables 
were set up in the lobby, and dance- 
floor space was cut in half by tables 
which had to be put on the floor to 
make room for people who could not 
be turned away. 

The strong turnout was undoubt- 
edly inspired -by return of Chicago’s 
leading nitery favorite, Willie Shore. 
Shore has played practically every 
top nitery in Chicago and has built 
up the largest single following in 
local cafedom. 

Shore worked brilliantly opening 
night and appeared all through the 
show, even with the line numbers, 

He’s back after six months? with 
new material, which is probably the 
best he’s ever had. Topping his 
clowning was Shore’s dancing. 

Tony Martin is here for only a 

(Continued on page 47) 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 30. 

As usual Mrs. William Morris paid 
her Yuletide visit to this actors’ 
colony. 

Mid-Winter Ice Carnival will have 
Lowell Thomas crown the Car- 
nival King and Queen. Frank Fay 
will be King with Vivien, songstress 
with Phil Spitalny’s orchestra, as 
Queen. The Olympic Arena at Lake 
Placid is sold out. 

Leah Effenback rates a nod for 
her recitals at the Will Rogers. Her 
pianoing is looked forward to every 
time she visits her home town. 

The colony thanks Freedom 
Council Daughters of America for 
its gifts; ditto Leonard Grotte, Toot- 
sie and Arthur Holmes, Charlie and 
Grace Mack and the Stanley Perrys. 





Frankie Cater, musician formerly 
with Ken Brown’s orch, got a real | 
Yuletide gift. He recently lost his | 
appendix and his medico okayed 
him for a downtown visit for the 
holidays. 

Greetings and thanks to Frank and 
June Weaver for their timely gift 
to this mugg and the colony. 

Tommy Vicks (Vicks & Lawrence), 
who made the grade here a few 
years ago, is on the mend after an 
appendix operaticn. He is at 1 
Fluton place, Boston. 

Hazel Coleman, an ex-Will Rogers- 
ite, who saw too much bed, is now 
working at Tophassse Grange hos- 
pital, Stamford, Conn., teaching 
crafts to the patients. 

Chris Hagedorn, who ozoned here 
for over a decade and left here about 
two years ago, met Margo Corrigan 
since then; now it’s mister and 
missus. Hagedorn, ex-NVA-ite, 
wouid like to hear from friends. His 
address is 1409 Crosby avenue, 
Bronx. 

Of the many who ozoned here over | 
a decade ago, Ben Schaffer is the | 
only patient left ozoning at the NVA- 
Will Rogers hospital. The rest are| 
either working or airing elsewhere. 

Richard ‘Dickie’ Moore, formerly 
of the oldtime vaudeville team of 
Killian and Moore, left the Rogers 
to continue the ozoning routine 
downtown, at 33 Bloomingdale av- 
enue. 

John Louden, after a 10-year rou- 
tine at the NVA and Rogers hospital, 
left for downtown ozoring. A pri- 
vate cottage with Mrs. Louden is the 
change. 

Ford Raymond, who saw years of 
bedding here, is now doing a new in- 
bed routine in Los Angeles. Friends 
can reach him there at 3411 Warwick 
Ave. 

Every member of the colony was 
greeted via a nifty Yuletide card 
from Sophie Tucker, a yearly event. 

This mugg wants to thank the 
many who have flooded our depart- 








ment with holiday greetings. 
Write to those who are ill. 





| after a tour. 
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Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative wee}; of 1921 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





(Reprinted from ‘Variety,’ Jan. 6, 1922) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





The Palace for the holiday matinee had a jammed house and a long 
show. The first part intermission arrived at 4:25, with three turns in the 
second part, starting with Houdini (New Acts) after the Topics; Joe Cook, 
next to closing, and Alexander Bros. & Evelyn closing the performance 
As Houdini did 21 minutes, it was after 5 when Cook appeared. : 

The first part held several long turns, a couple of new ones there not 
yet having trimmed down their acts. They were Lew Dockstader, No, 4 
and Sophie Tucker, closing the first half. Preceding both was the Harry 
Carroll revue, another long-winded turn that, before it was half over 
looked as though it would have next week to finish. Still, Miss Tucker 
did the extraordinary: she was forced to an encore and a speech after 
that, though closing the first part, and seemed to hold the house so thor. 
oughly it didn’t notice it was intermission until the asbestos started to 
roll. That closing the first part is usually a precipice, for any turn look. 
ing for a big applause ending with encores ready for it. 

Another over-long act was the Mme. Bradna circus act with bareback 
horses, dogs and birds. It’s a mixture of a circus ring turn and an animal 
sight act, the latter made through released pigeons flying to a table and 
later to a sinall cart labeled ‘Pigeon Hotel.’ Mme. Bradna does some 
bareback riding of a conventional sort at the opening, leading a dog by a 
long leash throughout. Her best horse work is the putting through one 
of the horses in high school work from the center of the ring, merely 
using the long-lashed whip and its snaps as the guider. She does not ride 
this animal in that bit. The ring itself is old, a one-piece mat made in 
the circular style and without the wooden railing. The edge is white and 
slightly elevated from the body of the mat. For the finish there is a 
group of all the animals around a carriage containing the birds, with one 
of the two clowns astride a horse bringing up the rear. The act opens with 
a pose of Mme. Bradna, a clown and the horse. One of the noticeable 
items was Mme. Bradna while riding, riding the horses the right and the 
reverse way of the ring. A little better bunched together for the best 
of the turn, with more speed interjected into the running and the Bradna 
act, which as it stands is a nice turn and especially attractive to children, 
will be more fitted for the closing than the opening position. 

Peggie Carhart, a straight violinist, was No. 2, with more space on the 
program than any other act on the bill and receiving less response on the 
stage than any other act. In fact, Miss Carhart passed away No. 2 without 
taking or being asked to take a bow. The programmed matter that con- 
sumed the space was the listed repertoire of numbers she played on the 
violin, Perhaps she played them. No one seemed concerned. At the 
best a small timer in work and action, it is doubtful if Miss Carkart could 
hold a spot on small time. The arm waving with the other incidentals 
employed for ‘showmanship’ may have failed here because Nonette used 
them all up many years ago. 

After these two slow and ‘dumb’ turns following each other, it was easy 
for the Carroll Revue, that has Harry Carroll and the Bennett Twins as 
principal support. Mr. Carroll does about 65 % and the Twins about 25, 
leaving the six chorus girls, Harry Miller and Ann Sands to divide up the 
other 10. If the proportion is to continue, the whole time might be re- 
duced to some of Carroll’s best songs and the Twins’ best work, which is, 
as per the Duncans for models, harmony in blues. Carroll has a couple of 
corking songs of the breezy type that may or may not be new to this act. 
The turn, even on this steenth return date, went over and was pushed 
over by Carroll-Twins for a regular hit, Sime. 


| 


free, and without admish being! in injuries to 20 of 250 patrons who 
charged. It’s proposed that instru- | stampeded the exits amid flames. 
mentalists in concert unit get $125 @| The fire started in the kitchen and 
week and vocalists $150. flared to balcony, where decorations 
Among other units being con-/ignited and dropped burning on 
sidered is an abbreviated version of| guests below. The blaze spread 
the ‘Meet the People’ revue, which|swiftly. Less than half the patrons 
recently closed in San Francisco,|left by fire exits, the rest jamming 
Rimacs band unit and/the main entrance in an effort to 
a Benny Davis show also appear| get coats and get outside. Jam was 
likely. so intense many crawled out on 
No contracts are being signed until| ands and knees. Most of the in- 
exact number of shows and starting|Jured were burned on hands and 
dates are certain. Both these ques-| faces. 
tions are, in the final instance, up to Club owner, Philip Amigone, 
the War Department. Plan now is! stepped to bandstand when informed 
to send out on Jan. 12 from 12 to 15/of blaze and asked patrons to keep 
units. calm. A moment later, flames burst 
New clause in contracts provides |0Ut over balcony and set ceiling 
for two weeks for each performer, |@fire. Firemen said grease ignited 

















‘CSI Experiments 
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Two Nitery Fires 


Continued from page 43 


























with automatic renewal unless/im a kitchen grease chute and set 
written notice is given before the decorations ablaze through the heat. 
end of the second week. Another | Blaze damaged all furniture and 
new clause causes talent to agree |©&4U!pment, including spot’s ‘revolv- 
not to pay their agents more than |i™8 bar,’ which cost $10,000. 
5% for booking camp show engage- Fire caused cancellation of scores 
ments, of New Year’s Eve reservations, 
Talent pools are now operating in | Damage was partially covered by 


insurance, Amigone said. Johnny 
Martone band, which opened that 
night, escaped and checked out of 
town next day. 


PHIL 
REGAN 


Week Dec. 31 


STRAND 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Personal Representative: 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 


all branches of the biz. Radio is 
being headed by George Heller and 
William Murray; concert and lec- 
tures by Herb Rosenthal and Mrs. 
Blanche Witherspoon, and film 
talent by Charles Feldman and 
Frederick W. Beetson. 

Possibility of a radio show, ema- 
nating from a different camp each 


week, and thus providing entertain- 
ment and good public relations for 
USO, is being discussed. Murray is 
exploring chances of one of the 
broadcasting networks paying ex- 
penses, or getting a commercial 
sponsor. There would be some kind 
of contest tieup to locate the best: 
home talent in the camps. 

Jack Rosenberg, prez of Local 
806, New York Musicians Union, has 
been elected to CSI board of di- 
rectors. 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK JANUARY 2 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 








Paramount 











YORK CITY 
FEW nouns (31) 
Gene Krupa Ba 
Dinah Shore 


Chicago Vee 
ier Cuga 
xen “Christy Choir 
Hal Sherman 
Raul & Eva Reyes 





MIAMI 
Olympia (31-4) 
Whitey & Ed Ford 

Lalage 

Sara Ann McCabe 

Melissa Mason 

Gene Sheldon 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (1) 

Inkspots 

E Hawkins Bd 








Warner 








EW YORK CITY 
# iene O, 
mm orsey Orc 
ge Pan & Skillet 
Joe & J McKenna 
(25) 
Will Osborne Ore 
Maysy & Brac 
lan Carney 
Samuels 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (31-5) 
Dick Rogers Orc 
Phil Regan 
Frank & J Hubert 
itzi Green 
he Jansleys 
H’wood Sweater Gls 
arbara Pepper 
eter Lynd Hayes 
Mary Healy 
Anne Nagel 
Kim Loo Sis 
tuart & Taylor 
Reynolds Ore 
Condos Bros 
(PHILADELPHIA 
Eerle (2) 





Count Basie Orc 

Hattie McDaniel 

Gordon & Rogers 

Whitey L Hoppers 
26) 


( 
Woody Herman Orc 
Billy DeWolfe 
Shyrettos (6 days) 
Tony Martin (31) 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (2) 
Harry James Orc 
(26) 


Ted Weems Orc 

Ruth & B Ambrose 

The Nonchalants 

Chris Cross 
WASHINGTON 

Earle (1-9) 
Roxyettes 
Roy Davis 


Lime 
3 Swifts 
(25) 


Roxyettes 
Tommy Trent 
Shea & Raymond 
Jerry Cooper 
Helene Faye 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (1) 


Antaleks 
Paul 

‘algary Bros 
all & D Ainaz 

olumbus 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (31) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Cardini 
Martez & De Lita 
Mitzi Mayfair 


& Carroll| Johnny Woods 








RKO 








BOSTON 
Boston (2) 
ontinental Varieties 

he Cristianis 
Buck & Bubbles 
Simone Simon 

il Lamb 

arman Amaya Co 
Ifredo Seville 
eiser Sis 

(25) 

Earl Carroll Vanities 
ALBANY 
Palace (31-1) 
H’wood Sweater Gls 
(25-30) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Pot, Pan & Skillet 
Joe & J McKenna 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (2) 
lyde McCoy Ore 

ob Evans 
Al Trahan 
Smith, Rogers & 5 


) 
Rollo & V Pickert 
il Maison 
uart Morgan Danc 
W Brown & Ames 
Martha Raye 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (2) 





Alvino Rey Ore 
King Sis 
Paul Remos 
Wonder Boys 
Sunny Rice 
(26) 
Hubert Castle 
Milt Herth 3 
N Rae & Waterfall 
Raye & Naldi 
Ray Bolger 
Great Lester 
DAYTON 
Colonial (2) 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Condos Bros 
W Brown & Ames 
26) 


( 
Juggling 
Smith, 
Bob Evans 
The Kidoodlers 
Al Trahan 
Harper & Danc Gls 

ROCHESTER 
Palace (381-4) 
Cab Calloway Bd 
SCHENECTADY 
Proctor’s (31-2) 
Fats Waller Ore 
Myra Johnson 
H Burnham & Scott 
Carl & Harriet 


Jewels 
Rogers & EB 








Independent 








NEW YORK OITY 
Music Hall (. 
Robert Williams 
merald Bis 
parte Grimaldi 
obt Landrum 
ockettes 
orps de Baliet 
lee Club 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Rox 1) 
Berry Bros 
Paul Gerrits 
Adrian Rollini § 
Carlton Emmy 
Apollo (i) 
Claude Hopkins Ore 
Willie Bryant 
Une Toppers 
Onzales 8 
Riviera (4) 
en Yost Mimic Men 
ee Cappi Ore 
Windsor (1-4 
ouis Prima Or 
ee Frisco 
ois Andrew 
ay & Lou Seller 
rays 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 
ill Bradley Ore 
illie Howard Co 
anks & Fay 
Many, Drayeon 
ne (31 onl 
a we " 
r Kin 
Bobby Carr & 
pag Semons, 8 
Tosby Sis 
érlos Circus 
Three to fill) ° 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (2-4) 
Ro Jenkins 
eCrge Freems 
Elisse Cooper 
ythmites 
Ordon & Sawyer 
onard, Semon, 8 





BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (1) 
Jackie Miles 
Lewis & Van 


Sue Ryan 
Mary Small 
6 Willys 


State (4-7) 
Danc Around 
(1-3) 
W Jennier & Buddy 
Roberts & Trebor 
The Diplomats 
(One to fill) 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (1-4) 
Tommy Tucker 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (1-4) 
8 Glamourettes 
Jim Penman 
Bobby Carr Co 
(Two to fill) 
CAMDEN 
Towers (31-4) 
§ & L Crazy Show 
HARTFORD 
State (31-3) 
Marcus Rev 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (31-2) 
Gloria Parker 
Crosby Sis 
Elsie, the Cow 
Carlos Circus 
(One to fill) 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (31-3) 
Dolly Dawn Orc 
Bric Rhodes 
Joe May Co 
F Ross & La Pierre 
3 Madcaps 
GLEN COVE 
Cove (31 only) 
Jim Penman 
Elisse Cooper Co 
Elizabeth Canines 
(Two to fill) 
HERSHEY 
Community (31-3) 
Rimac Orc 


Rev 


Orc 





Carroll & Howe 
John Gallus 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (31) 
Hyde & Burril 
Spencer & Foreman 
5 Marshalls 
Sammy White 
Skating Macks 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (3-4) 
Crosby Sis 
Carlos Circus 
(Three to fill) 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (31) 
Gus Van 
Sandor Glancz Co 
Carroll & Howe 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Mildred Jocelyn 
B Joyce & Ginger 
NEWARK 
Adams (31) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Ambassadorettes 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Bennie Baker 
PASSAIC 
Central (1) 
Milt Britton Ore 
Gertrude Neisen 
Jack Leonard 
Robbins Bros & M 
PATERSON 
Majestic (6-8) 
Dude Ranch Follies 
Jed Docket. Co 


Sweater Gl Follies 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (2) 
Winton & Diane 
Martin Bros 
Gaudsmith Bros 
8 Peters Sis 
Fay’s (1) 
Scarlet Kelly 
Rex Weber 
Tommy Trent 
Harry Savoy 
Hoffman Gis 


PITMAN 
B'way (1 only) 
Max & Gang 
Jed Dooley Co 
Marty Bohn 
(One to fill) 
(3 only) 
Roy Smeck 
Singing Texans 
(Two to fill) 
PORTCHESTER 
Capitol (31 only) 
George Freems 
3 Byrnes Sis 
Cordon & Sawyer 
Elton Britt 
Robbins Bros & M 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (31-4) 





G Gray &C Loma O 
Maxine Sullivan 
3 Sailors 
Morgan Gls 
PORTLAND 
Strand (31) 
Hawaiian Nights 
WORWALK 
mpress (31 
Hoffman Gls ) 
Jack Carter 
Katherine Byrnes 3 
Hal Sherman 
3 Glamourettes 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (31-3) 
Fred Lightner 
12 Amer Rockets 
Bob Easton 
Cass, Owen & Topsy 
Ben Yost Mimic Men 
Reed & Mack 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capito! (2-3) 
Chuckles of 1942 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (1) 
Sunset Royal Ore 
Thompson Bros 
3 Brown Sis 
5 Crackerjacks 





James Kopp Co 
Nick 7 Gaon Ore 
Oneska 

Cue Club 
Key Men 
Dorothy Ross 
Bobbie Engels 
Nirma Cordova 
Louise Carlysle 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell} 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Noble Sissle Ore 

El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 


El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Ore 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwald 

Famous Door 
Billie Holiday 
Three Riffs 
Babe Hussin Ore 

51 Club 
Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Karyl 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 
Wilma Novak 





Irene Kaye 


Leilani Iaea 

Nani Todd 

Lehua Paulson 
Hotel McAlpin 

Johnny Messner Orc 

Hotel New Yorker 


Benny Goodman O 
Peggy Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 
B & B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 
Juan Donrigues Orc 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Glen Miller Ore 
Hotel Piccadilly 
(Georgian Room) 
Kerry Ens 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Adelaide Moffett 
Rosario & Antonio 
Chandra-Kaly Co 
Bert Allerton 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Pliner @ Earle 
Charlie Murray 





Cornel Tanassy Orc 

Kelly's Stabie 
Kea Loke 
Betty Behr 
Ann Hallow 
Art Tantum 
Glenda Hope 
Ramon & Jo Ann 
Linda Keene 
Billy Daniels 
King Cole 3 

La Conga 


Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 
I.ee Dixon 
Harris Co 
Sonia Cortes 
Gloria Belmonte 
La Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 
Dorothy Tanner 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 


La Martinique 


Imogene Coca 

Carlos Ramirez 

Di Gatanos 

Merrie Vee Johnson 

Cy Walter Orc 

Herbert Curbello O 
Le Petit Palais 

Mme C Alphand 

Oscar Kariweis 

Duci de Kerekjarto 

Julian Fuhs 

Sula Lester 


Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 
Bobby Sanford Co 
Eddie Davis 
Margo Good 
Gilli Filli 
Byrnes & Swanson 
Chinita 
Gene Stockwell! 











NEW YORK 





BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


HILLS, CAL. 














WORCESTER 
Plymouth (31-3) 
Al Donohue Orc 
Cass Daley 
Frank Conville Ore 
or aye & H 


Bob Howard 
Ben Yost Mimic Men 
12 Amer Rockets 
Bob Easton Co 
Cass, Owen & Topsy 
Reed & Mack 
WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (31-4) 
L Manning & Mitzi 
Marjorie Olman 
Rich’d-Adrian Danc 





(Two to fill) 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Arthur’s Moulin 
Rouge 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
Dolores Baron Co 
Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Orc 
Bette Hinman 
Dorothy Allen 
Julie Colt 
Aurelia Colomo 
Bagatelle 
Nordstrom Sis 
Marcelia Clair 
Aurelia Coloma 
Royal Lukawella 8 
Dick Wilson Orc 
Beachcomber 
Harry Rose 
Honeychile Wilder 
Freddy Jemimo 
Maxine Coleman 
Bob Parrish 
Machito Ore 
Lee Kuhn Ore 


Ben Marden’s 

Winter Room 
Owen & Parker 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Marie Atkinson 
Cynthia Sheridan 
Freshmen 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lynn & Marianne 
Pat Frederica 
Ginger Lane 
June Carroll 
Ermine Randolph 
Virginia Gibson 
Jean Mona 
Moya Gifford 
Lois Palmer 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Kay Parsons 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
Don Richards 
Charles Rosoff 
Brevoort 
Nora Sheridan 
Charles & Ray 
Ruth Landi 
Butler’s New Room 


Steve Murray Rev 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Cafe Madison 
Allan Cole Ore 
Marlynn Michael Co 
Les Parker 
Cafe Montparnasse 
Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
John Kirby Oro 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ens 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Connie Berry 
Helen Humes 
Cafe Vienna 
Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 


Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 
Casa Marta 
Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 
Juan Dimitri Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Matvienko | 
Olga Vadina 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 
Bricktop 
Billy Hayward 
Cliff Allen 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
Ira Spector Ore 
Clichy 
Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Oro 
Roberta Welch 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Kay Blaire 
Gaye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Betty Jordan 
Susan Lang 
Club Gaucho 
& Lolita Vega 
Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosal 
Nedra Madera 
Lupita Orla 
Maria del Carmen 
Camancho & F 
Don Carlos Orc 
Club Maxim 


Margo Graham 
Gloria Bowman 
Don Miguel 
Marion Shaw 
Rosita Carmen 
Vince & Anita 
Johnny Morgan 
Marion Powers 

Club Midnight 
Ramona 
Vi Bradley 

Club Samoa 
Ching 
Elmer Snowden Ore 
Los Chamacos Orc 

Copacabana 
Joe E Lewis 
Peggy Fears 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Estelita 
Los Segovias 
Charles Baum Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 

Cora & Irene’s 

Winnie Duncan 
Nora Williams 
Terrace Boys 

Coq Rouge 


Jose 





Sylvia Marlowe 


Grooverneers 
Bobby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 
52d St. Swing Club 
Gypsy Lopez 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Carol Chapelle 
Dianita Rivera 
Vera Nova 
Gertrude Bond 
Judy Rudy 
Geraldine Gale 
Gene Monet Ore 
Harlem Rendezvous 
Edna Mae Harris 
Princess Valda 
Columbos Ore 
Bobbe Caston 
Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah Churchill 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De 
Havana-Madrid 
Julio Richards 
Kiki 
Felipe de Flores 
Magali del Valle 
Hector del Villar 
Eleanor Grecco 
Movita 
Maya Ore 
Don Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Norma Shepard 
Hoot Howley 
Larry Bennett 8 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Ambassador 
(Trianon Room) 
Jules Lande Orc 


Imogene Carpenter 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 

Kitty Carlisle 
Jack Cole 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruthlowe 
Sair Lee 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Columbus & Carroll 
Harold Looke 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Bob Grant Orc 


Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Cerney 2 


MacPerrin 
Bob King 
Ford Harrison Ore 
: 3 

Hotel 8t. Regia 

(Iridium Room) 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Harriet Haddon 
Lucille LaMarr 
Norah Gale 
Berniece Stewart 
Bob Duffy 
Bob Tobin 

(La Malsonette) 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Rosalie Grant 
Madame C Alphand 
Maximilian 

Hotel Taft 

Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 














New 





GAUDSMITH BROS. 


Christmas 
ADAMS, NEWARK 
Year’s Week 

CARMAN, PHILA. 
Placed by EDDIE SMITH 


Week 











oes 





Claire & Arena 
bee Victor 
ichard Lane 
Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Dick Kuhn Ore 


Hotel Belmont 


Plaza 
George Shelley 
Vivian Blaine 
Carole & Sherod 


Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Room) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
Jean Blair 
4 Little De-Icers 
Val Olman Orc 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Koom) 
Vaughn Monroe Og 
Peter Rotunda Orc 
Billingtons 
Marylin Duke 
Paul Duke 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
Beverly Berkley 
Marion Lee 
Diaz & Diane 
Raymond & Lucinda 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 








Napua 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Tito Guizar 
Raphael 
Georges & Jalna 
Mischa Borr Orc 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 


Sande Williams Orc 
Hurricane 

Sylvia Froos 

Gus Van 

Ray Parker 

Ethel Shutta 


Floria Vestofft 
Alex Rotov 

Dave Dennis Ore 
Don DeVode Orc 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Diana Lure 
Norine Robinson 
Beuval & Tova 
Clem Belling Tr 
Joan Wood 
Ginger Layne 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 


Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Irv Carroll 
Adrian Rollini 8 

Jimmy Kelly’s 
Marlowes 
Montmarte Boys 
Joe & George 
Raymond & Joan 
Helen Holmes 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Glenda Hope 
Menya Del Ray 
Isabel Brown 
Rose Withum 
Peggy La Plant 
Joe Capello Orc 

Kern’s 


Jean Claire 


M & L Rudolff 
Noel Toy 


Maison Louis 
Bill Drye 
Carrie M Beville 

Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Gaston’s Monte Carlo 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
5 Madcaps 
Chung Ye Wha 
6 Can-Can Gls 
Gaston 

19th Hole Club 
Rita Renaud 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Johnny Howard 
Ann Triola 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Music 
Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 
Nita Claire 
Dick Winslow Ore 

Biltmore Bowl 


Ames & Arno 
Ruth Craven 
Grey & Dian 
Phil Harris Ore 
Cafe Society 
Billie Holiday 
Clayton 3 
Bob Laine’s Ore 
Casa Manana 


Frankie Carle 

Fred Lowery 

Larry Cotten 

Mimi Cobannil 

Johnny Richards O 

Cocoanut Grove 

The White Guards 

F D'Amore & Anita 

Snooky Lansgon 

Ray Noble re 
Earl Carroll 

Dave Apollon 

The Debonairs 

Cynda Glenn 

W West & McGinty 

Dick & Dotty Remy 

Gali Gali 

Ginger Harmon 

Beryl Wallace 

St Clair & Day 

Mare Ballero 

Bill Brady 

Michel Ortiz Bd 

Manny Strand Ore 

Florentine Garden 

NTG 

Dolly Michell 

Buddy Weed 

Mike Pingatore 

Chiquita 

Corinne & T Valdez 

Paul Whiteman Orc 

Frank Howard 

Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 

Charlie Foy’s Club 


Charley Foy 


Les Burnett 

R ‘Cookie’ Cook 
Marguerita Padula 
George Beatty 


Lorraine Elliott 
Red Stanley Ore 
Bob Evans 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Orc 
Club Nomad 
Helene Francis 
Al Cummings 
Tiny Kaye 
Ana Pastora 
Manny Davis Ore 
Cosmopolitan Hotel 
Al Miller 
Paddock Int’l 
Bob Bell 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 





Ray Benson Ore 


Tommy Lazardo 
Bobby Blair 
Greta Lewis 
Bill Hall Ore 
Nut Club 
Belle Sloane 
Lamour 2 
Jack Reynolds 
Little Joe Little 


Old Roumanian 
Dagmar 


Place Elegante 
Cliff Conrad 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Rainbow Gzill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clair 


Rainbow Room 


Allen De Witt 
Velero Sis 
Russell Swan 
Stone & Page 
Belen Ortega 
Ruban Bleu 


Paula Laurence 
Peters Sis 

Mabel Mercer 
Carrie Finnel 
Herman Chittison 
R Dyer-Bennet 


Norma Lucero 
Lyda Swan 


Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 


Stork Club 


Helen Horton 
Ernie Holst Ore 


Ubangi Club 
Stuff Smith 
Savannah Churchi 
onles Smiles 

ardin Bros Co 
Babe Wallace 
Rosetta Le Noire 
Helena Smith 
Pauline Bryant 


Wivel 


Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 


Versailles 


Max Bergere Oro 
Panchito Ore 
Jane Pickens 
Dorothy Keller 
Frances Mercer 
Edward Trevor 
The Barrys 
Six-Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
Nol & Nolan 
Diane Fontaine 
Larr eeks 
Chuck Palmer Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Leadbelly Nero 
yom yhite 
ebby Begt 





Ann Robinson 


LOS ANGELES 


George Lloyd 
Brel Marshall 


necito 
Richard Biliott O 


Hollywood Tropic 
Maxine Lewis 
Ernesto & Italia 
Dic homas 
Paul Neighbors O 


Bob Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie gaasher 
Gordon Bishop 


Macambo Cafe 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 


Roosevelt Hotel 
Harry Owens Orc 


Yascha Borowski 
Russian Gypsy Ore 


Seven Seas 


Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Princegs Luana * 
Chief Saytini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 

Charlie Openul 
Hddie Bush Orc 
Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 

Cully Richards 
Jerry Kruger 
Marian Manners 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 

Joe Polsky 

Joe Oakie 
Bettye Marti 
Joe Plumer Orc 
Swannee Inn 
Fred Skinner 
Joe Turner 
Trian 





Bob Crosby “Bre 


ATLANTIC CITY 


addockeers Orc 


(Palm 


Carlton Hote 


Room) 
Eddy Morgan Orc 
Traymore Hotel 
Wm Madden Ore 
Lois Miller 


Walter Walters 
Marley 
Nan DeMer 





Pete Miller Ore 


CHICAGO 


ne 
J&jJ alton 
Rae Merah 
Jane Jordan 
Ray Conlon 


Matty Malneck Orc 


Russian Kretchma 


Arcadi Stoyanovsky 


Cornelia Cedolban O 


Frank Curbello Ore 


Grace Hayes Lodge 


Reilly & Cherito 


House of Murphy 


Scheherazade Cafe 


enn Atlantic Hotel 
Room) 
Elliott Russell Orc 


Gables Inn 
Black Horse Pike) 
onchita & Antonio 


Don Orlando Ore 
Skeets Minton 3 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Art Kassel Ore 
Marion Holmes 
Martin Barnett 
Maurice & Maryea 
Hadley Gls 

(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Orc 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 


Blackhawk 


Les Brown Oro 
Betty Bonny 
Pops & Louie 
Butch Stone 
Abe Most 

Ralph Young 
Jose Rosado Ore 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 


Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & Georgs 
Verna Ray 

Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Broadmont 


Ralph Fielder 
Bonnie & Ryan 
Jeannine 
Rhymettes 

Pat Lewis 
Evelyn Raye 
Art Testa Ore 


Brown Derby 
Thelma White 
Three Ryans 
Margo Wade 
Renne jSillon 
Marlene 

Beth Farrell 
Milton & Ann 

Ted Smith 

Duke Yellman Oro 


Capitol Lounge 
ll] Maurice Rocco 
Louis Jordan Oro 
Chez Paree 
Tony Martin 
Willie Shore 

Paul & Eva Reyes 
Callahan Sis 
Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gis 


Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Alan Rogers 
Harriet Norris 
Charlotte van Dae 
Del Estes 
Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colony Club 
Gomez & Minor 
April Ames 
Nina Orla. 
Tito Coral 
Debutantes 
Jose Morando Ore 
Colosimos 
Dave Malcolm 
Chick Schloss 
Tiny Gorman 
Larry Ross 
Pete Sperner 
Jayne Alberts 


Don Lang Orc 
rc|Prognaph Gls 
s | Henry Lishon Ore 


Congress Hotel 

(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale O 
re Drake Hotel 

(Camillia House) 
Ramon Ramos Oro 
Adrienne 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Richard Himber Orc 

Margery Lea 


Suzanne & Christine 
Phyllis Myles 
Dixie Roberts 
Delle Norella 
Frankie Masters 
Benny the Bum’s 
Gwen Lord 
Vivian Leighlet 
Dolly Shaw 
Lucille Bolton 
Corinne Maze 
Carroll's 
Gaines Ore 

Pat Bernard 
Roberta Carney 
Grace O'Hara 
Joan Williams 
Stephanie & Craig 
Jimmie Lewis 
Shelly & Neff 
Carrolloviies (12) 
Club 15 


Jane Lynn 

Babs Stone 
Marlene Turner 
Frankie Richardson 
H Hale Rhymettes 
College Inn 
Spic & Span 
Betty Keenan 
Nadine Walz 
Peggy Woods 
Scarey Gavin 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Embassy 


Fernandez Ore 
Sonya Yar 


Hilts 1} ia Ve Upto 
(Merry Go Round Ia Verne Upton 


Lorretta Lane 
Suzan Day 
Eduardo 

Evergreen Casino 
Vivian Vance 
Mildred Perlee 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
Frankie Belasco 
Dot Garcy 


(H Walton Roof) 
Happy Felton 
Eleanor French 
Ruth Faber 
Steve Olsen 
Shirley Wayne 
Barbara Perry 
Roy Benson 
Glamour Gls 


(Continued 





Chrystine Tremayne 


Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 


885 Club 
Hal Monte 
Duanos 
John Tio 
Mary Ruth Milam 
Julio Garcia Orc 
Johnny Honnert 


Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 


Rathskellar 
Hans Muenzer Ens 


5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
June Carson 
Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Lew Story Orc 
Sinclair Mills 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 
Betty Grey 

Grand Terrace 
F Henderson Ore 
Harlem Rev 


Hi Hat 
Billy Carr 
Carol Crane 
Judith Starr 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gle 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 


L’ Aiglon 


Spiros Stamos Oro 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Devé@ron 
Isobel de Marco 


La Salle Hotel 
(Pan-Am. Reom) 
Cénchita 

Ambassadors Ore 


New Yorker 


Ruth Petty 

Jackie Green 

Ted & Mary Taft 

Tony Marks 

Polly Day 

Claire Mangen 

Starlets 

Arne Barnett Oro 

Al Milton Ore 
(Piccadilly Circle) 

Billy Meyers 

Jim Marvin 

Rocky Elsworth 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


Griff Williams Ore 
The Hartmans 
Virginia Auctin 
Keith Hall 
John Sabastian 
Beverly Allen 
Pedro DeLeon Ore 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Bobby Nyrne Ore 
Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casine 
Sheila Barrett 
Alice Dawn 
Pan-Am Dano 
Carol King 
Don Pedro Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Ferd Canay Ore 
606 Club 
Guy Cherney 
Ann Howard 
Trudy Fanchon 
Patsy Ann 
Fanchon & Fanchom 
Marion Miller 
Evelyn Taylor 
Maxine DeShon 
Alyce Cerf 
Betty MacDonald 
Millie Wayne 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Oro 





Palladium Carlton Emmy Tripoli 8 
Tommy Dorsey Orc | Saxons Stevens Hotel 
Paris Inn Stalac Bros & Pearl| (Continental Room) 
Peggy Moro Avis Kent 
prayed Hgpryeon Pickwickians Del Courtney Ore 
McQue 8 
June organ 
Polly Horgan. PHILADELPHIA 
} ’ri *rti 
Bee eet rs Club Bali Helen Heath 
Helen Miller Los Caballeros ape le Ba 
Chuck Henry Ore Chuck & Chuckles * : 
Pirates Den De Marloa Neil Fontaine Bho 
Margie Green Rose Gallo 
yohnny zee Baliloolies “ Jam Session 
om marty Alan Fieldin re 
John rden Val Irving s mow House 
Nick Cochran Ore n se 
Ben Franklin Billy Kretchmer 


George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Betty LaRue 
Agnes Barry 
Audrey Joyce 
Lillian Chaplin 
Delsie Dee 
Florenz 

5 Suzettes 

Jack Spangler 
David Gold Ore 
Lexington Casine 
Richard Bach 
Brandon & Barton 
Hilde Simmons 
Johnny Karnes 
Olga Anton 
Garvin Buschell O 
Ralph Lewis 
Octaves (4) 

Lido Venice 
Carmen Torrente 
Alan Gale 

Adele Duvere 
Chang Lee 

Sonny Glazer 
Eddie Bium Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Mack Pepper 
Mitchell & Reybura 
Music Hall Boys 
DeLloyd McKay 
Iris Wayne 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 


Lou’s Chancellor BaF 

Pearl Williams 

Don Renolda (4) 
Minstrel Tavern 

Ed McGoldrick, Jr, 

Joe Lonegan 

Emma Stouch 

Lucille Finley 

Sally Foy 

Stella Engle 

Margie March 

Stssy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick, 8r 


Moravian Bar 
Kenny Shafer (3) 
Dick Wade 
Curt Weiler (4) 

Neil Dieghan’s 
Jack & B Knapp 
Tip Top Gls 





Evonaires 


on page 55) 


~— » 
esa ny i eign ai We pi 














a s 





—_ a a oa 








re 
et a a SN 








SIRE OST A PON LEIA IIE 








Wednesday, December 31, 194] 














46 HOUSE’ REVIEWS VARIETY 
—_ ’ vocally nor in stage presence. 
ROXY. N. Y \Got It Bad and That Ain't Good, STRAND, N. Y. peat Sey eS sae haed ae STATE, N. Y. 
’ ° ’ | which comes after a slick arrange- me oice, put at this catching he 
ment of ‘Comin’ Through the Rye.’ " pee = ee aver an Fria 
Adrian Rollini Trio, Berry Bros arg se Gm tga memes ithe Will Osborne Orch (1@ op mingo.’ Prima then stepped in and PR dn gy “old od me 
. a : . ” Blair, 300-poun ass player wi 8! marianne: Alan Carney, Maysy ° “ i. 4), uta, ave 
eh Dongs S vgn pty Paul comedy flair, clicks with his half- | Brach, 4 Samuels; ‘You're in_ the reap grower lg 4 a dar a es ne, Cross & Dunn, 
Ss, 7 anit P - — 9 4 “Ty b+ - cj f ° . yr 3 *. - >] T . . 
Ash house orch: ‘Remember the Day’ whispered, half-silent warbling o ‘Army Now’ (WB), revieu ed in army Jan, 15. He gave Powers the uby Zu ing House Orch: Play- 


(20th), reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec 


24. 





Stage presentation this week is 
moided along generous and propor- 
tionately effective lines. It’s a line- 
up shrewdly calculated to please 
Yuletide trade. Paul Remos and his 
two midget performers are big win- 


ners especially with predominantly | 
Gerrits, ! 


juve audiences. In Paul 
house has another strong attraction. 
Billed as a skating comic, Gerrits 
displays unusual versatility as well 
as marked ability in reaching his 
audience, no mean trick in a large 
house such as this. : 

Gerrits emcees, clicks with nifty 
comedy dialog on eating complexes, 
juggles and rollerskates simultane- 
ously further along in the proceed- 
ings, comes through with a dandy 
ballroom rollerskating routine and 
literally skates on his ear for a ter- 
rific climax. Tablemanner patter 
went over but would go even bigger 
in smaller capacity house because of 
the intime nature of the parody. 

The Remos lowercasers are smart- 


ly pointed up on stage here. Quickly | 


proving they’re not merely circus 
attractions for size purposes alone, 
the boys go into their acrobatic 


splits, balancing, terping and wind | 


up with a conga. Turn in which 


Remos balances one of the lads on | 


a cigaret holder is one of the best. 

Rollini Trio, consisting of guitar, 
bullfiddle, and xylophone, 
also doubling on brass pipes for 
added effects, is okay. Girls from 
the house line are on with the Trio 
for a mild terping routine, smartly 
costumed in white with black gloves 
as contrast. 

Berry Brothers, three colored 
hoofers, are standouts, per usual. 
Boys contribute one climax after an- 
other in rapid series of socko twirls, 
splits, taps and acro hoofing. 

Gae Foster girls are in for two 
nifty numbers. First is a ‘March of 
the Wooden Soldier’ routine, Remos 
then bringing the two midgets on 
Stage in baskets. Second, for the 
finale, is a ‘Walking Ball’ number, 
girls balancing and dancing on 
‘snowballs,’ an old routine for them. 
The midgets are in this one also.as 
miniature Santa Clauses. 


Capacity biz. Mori. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 
Ted Weems Orch (12), 3 Noncha- 
lants, Chris Cross, Ruth & Billy 
Ambrose, Perry Como, Elmo Tan- 
ner, Billy Blair, Jean Browne, Orm 
Downe; ‘You’re in the Army Now’ 
(WB). 








It was more like Labor Day than 
Xmas for Ted Weems’ 
Band’s library failed to arrive and 
boys had to get along without music 
of any kind, except those the acts 
brought along themselves Put 
everybody under a strain but, to 
orch’s credit, it wasn’t noticeable 
from out front. Few may have 
wondered why Perry Como, usually 
poe for five or six songs, particu- 
arly here since he’s ashome-towner, 
bowed off at the end of his second, 
and why a couple of others who 
could have stayed on longer were 
given the old heave-ho, too. 

Weems had his manager on the 
phone explaining to the critics 
around town what had happened and 
was all apologies, but that wasn’t 
necessary, inasmuch as most of them 
thought house had merely ordered 
a shorter show on account of post- 
holiday rush. Weems has been criti- 
cized locally in past for playing 
same stuff year after year. Here 
he was coming back with a lot of | 
new stuff and no chance to show it 
due to difficulties in transit. 
weren’t any complaints, however. | 

Just knowing what they were up | 
against no doubt made the boys a| 
little nervous and their accompani- | 
ment for opening act of Ruth and! 


latter | 


first show. | 


‘Ding Dong Daddy’ and ‘Darktown 
Strutters Ball.’ Next-to-closing are 
the Three Nonchalants, socko acro- 
batic turn with a sense of humor. 


Boys satirize the usual strong-arm 
acts. Teeny-voiced ‘weakling’ of the 
trio who gets talking about Dick 
Tracy right in the middle of the | 


tough ones is a standout personality 
amid such surroundings. 

For the finale Weems brings on his 
jackpot, Perry Como, romantic 


pews feel that he’s crooning to her 


alone. Gives out first with ‘Shepherd | and veered from the brass depart- 


Serenade,’ Tanner whistling the ob- 
|ligato, and mops up with ‘Chatta- 
'nooga Choo-Choo,’ backgrounded by 
| neat quartet of trombone, sax, clar- 
{inet and trumpet. For a curtain it's 
ithe inevtitable ‘St. James Infirmary. 
Biz little off for day after Xmas, 
usually a whopper around here. 
Cohen. 


| COLONIAL, DAYTON 





Dayton, O., Dec. 28. 
Al Trahan, Kidoodlers, Bob Evans; 
| Smith, Rogers & Eddy, 5 Jewels, Lois 
|Harper, Co-Eds (12); ‘Swing It 
| Saldier’ (U). e 





After four weeks of pictures, the 
| Colonial has returned to combo stage 
and screen shows, presenting a five- 
act vaude bill as reopener, plus Lois 
| Harper, local dancer, and a_ local 
{line of 12 billed as the Co-Eds, all 
|high school girls enrolled in the 
| Harper Dance school. Miss Harper, 
who dances professionally in niteries 
and theatres, does some nifty triple- 
taps and with the line opens and 
closes the show. 


Al Trahan wears himself to a 
frazzle, as per usual, with his bom- 
bardment of the ivories, falling off 
the piano stool, and making things 
tough for a tall blonde who acts 
as his stooge. They satisfy on vocals 
and put themselves across with 
| legitimate work also. 

Five Jewels, femme jugglers, clad 
|in glittering costumes, handle tennis 
rackets, hoops and Indian clubs, 
being especially adept with the lat- 





balladeer, who makes every dame in | 


| Hence, doubly effective. 


labout with the other femme coming 


| Variety,’ Dec. 3. 





| Will Osborne has streamlined his 
lorganization and now it’s more 
lsuited to present-day tempo, even 
i'down to the personable new song- 
stress, Marianne. Result is a nicely 
| blended, colorful holiday bill at this 
lhouse. Yuletide season is themed by 
'handsomely mounted stage and 
smart lighting. 

Present Osborne outfit is a far cry 
‘from his last one, which was smaller 


ment. He now has four trombones, 
three trumpets and five sax-clarinets 
plus, of course, drums, piano and 
bass fiddle. Emphasis on music in 
modern idiom is evidenced by the 
presence of ‘Red’ Mack, torrid trum- 
peter, and Dick Shannahan, youthful 
drummer who really pounds the 
skins. Mack, a colored lad, doubles 
in two vocals and trumpet solos. 
With sufficient brass to swing out 
when justified, Osborne retains the 
sweeter swing as shown by the 
skilled muting of ‘You Made Me 
Love You.’ For heavier brass effect 
he uses ‘@hattanooga Choo-Choo’ 
with Dale Jones, bass viol, socking 
over a neat tenor vocal. Osborne 
smartly leaves the vocals pretty 
much to his outfit, doing only one 
ballad himself, ‘Apple Blossom Time.’ 


While Osborne’s crew still retains 
a few of the better band imitations 
for a specialty, the new drummer 1s 
in for a wow solo to wind up the 
show. It’s a resounding version of 
‘The Anvil Chorus’ that appeases the 
swing addicts. 

Marianne, striking, tall blonde, 
sings ‘This Time Dream's On Me’ and 
‘One I Love’ in typical pop fashion. 
She’s a real asset to the band. 

Surrounding bill is not long but 
sturdy from fore to aft, leading off 
with the Four Samuels, mixed terps 
quartet. Foursome mixes’ just 
enough comedy with their trim step- 
ping to click. Two boys and dark- 
haired lass do the opening tap knock- 


on for a semi-acrobatic solo. Sign 
off with their solid military drill and 
unison tap. 





ter. As a final stunt the leader 
catches 13 clubs flung by the other 
girls. 

Billed as ‘International Nit Wits,’ | 


the nit-wit part anyway. Two of the 
trio are dopey-faced males with any 
| number of eccentric dance steps, 
| working entirely in panto, the third 
| member, a comely miss, acting as 
|stooge and adding some pert dance 
steps. 

Bob Evans is an agreeable emcee 
and on his own introduces a little 
| toughie dummy with a line of chat- 
| ter that could stand a little modern- 
izing. Best part of the act is the 
singing, Evans giving his dummy 
| vocal falsetto or high coloratura so- 
} prano 
| The Kidoodlers have the stage 
| looking like the night before Christ- 
mas after they assemble a large ar- 
|ray of kiddie toys on which they 
;proceed to make music. Inter- 
|mingled with a lot of nonsense, it’s 
a bit corny, but okay entertainment. 
Encore presents the four boys as a 
straight quartet in which guise they 





} 





give an excellent rendition of 
| ‘Maybe.’ 
| Opening show biz was big. 


Kany. 


CHICAGO, CHI 








Chicago, Dec. 27. 
Ink Spots (4), Erskine Hawkins 
Orch (15), Ida James, Avery Parrish, 


There | Sime Mitchell, Moke & Poke, Red 


& Curley; 


‘Return of Thin 
(M-G). 


Maw’ 





This is a surefire business and en- 
tertainment unit. With radio and 


Billy Ambrose, dancers, was way off. | phonograph build-up behind them, 


Good-looking youngsters had a tough | 
time swinging into their attractive | 
free-style but music got together 
with them at the finish and per- 
mitted team to make a creditable 
showing. Better lighting would help 
them, too; should work in a bright 
spot against a semi-dark background 
for the orch. Elmo Tanner follows, 
melodiously whistling ‘Stardust’ and 
a couple of others, with Chris Cross, 
ventriloquist, on next. Cross, for- 
mer program director at KQV here, 
has improved greatly. since he first 
played the Stanley, also with Weems, 
couple of years ago and has a turn 
now that shapes up with the best. 
Employs his regular dummy, brash 
Louis, for flock of laughs and then 
comes up with a baby-faced minia- 
ture and later a shiny black-face 
imitating the Ink Spots, both of the 
latter with the stage to themselves 
via a baby spot coming up from the 
footlights. Even Cross can’t be seen. 
It’s highly effective and smartly 
handled. 
Weems’ new femme vocalist, re- 
— Marvel Maxwell, is Jean 
rowne, a bundle of s.a. with okay 
voice. Gal has unusual delivery and | 
can torch up a tune with the best | 
of them, as she demonstrates with ‘T° 





the Ink Spots are powerful at the 
gate. They indicate class at all 
times, have plenty on the vocal and 
showmanship ball, and swing a mean 
tune, 

Erskine Hawkins has a 
prominence as the scribe of ‘Tuxedo 
Junction,’ and this is pounded home 
consistently. It’s a smart move and 
gives the Hawkins band a real peg 
on which to.hang its musical selling. 
Hawkins works hard and comes up 
with a good trumpet specialty be- 
sides. 

Ida James is the blues singer in 
the line-up, while Jimmy Mitchell 
baritones in conventional fashion. 
Both win okay receptions. Avery 
Parrish piano soloed for excellent 
results. 

Outside the headliners best of the 
audience pleasers were Red and 
Curley, who smashed through with 
songs, dancing and clowning. Their 
comedy work is great in the sepia 
ling, and their future is assured 
among colored comedy song and 
dance acts. Moke and Poke tried 
with some comedy songs and dances 
but failed to come up to the stand- 
ard set by others in the show. 

Business was excellent at the last 
performance Friday (26)... Gold, 


claim to 


Smith, Rogers and Eddy fully justify | The one on New York’s mayor is a 


Alan Carney seemingly improves 
his impersonations with each appear- 
ance. He was in fine fettle Christmas 
Day, especially clicko with his soap- 
box Union Square orators’ session, 


clean-up. He’s rearranged his imper- 
sonations of Edward G. Robinson, 
Charles Laughton and Lionel Barry- 
more to fit the nation-at-war spirit, 
spotting them in as they would give 
orders in the military service. Also 
his Al Smith mimicking is close to 
being legit with a virtual plea for 
unity. 

Maysy and Brach continue to 
smash over their unicycle act. Brach 
still wows them with his trick of 
twirling 11 hoops in different direc- 





tions while atop his tallest bike. 
Also he has a flock of balancing 
stunts with his comely partner that 
are surefire. 

Whole show is trimly geared, with | 
Osborne ably emceeing. Wear. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 














Louis Prima’s Orch (15) with Jack 








Powers, Lily Ann Carroll & Leon 
Prima; Lois Andrews, Joe Frisco, Jay 
& Lou Seiler, Grey Family (6); 
shorts and newsreel. - 





The yen for vaudeville evidently 
still beats strong in the breast of the 
savage Flatbushite. Sunday night 
this Brandt stronghold of the va- 
rieties was jammed with a vocifer- 
ous mob of customers who gave 
every act a showstop and just 
couldn’t get enough of what every 
act had to give. They are an audi- 
ence-milker’s delight, and when 
Louis Prima said he’d like to play 
for them all his life, he wasn’t kid- 
ding. 

This show is strong in name value, 
Joe Frisco and the very pretty Lois 
Andrews (Mrs. George Jessel) add- 


cue to start all over again, and prob- 
ably the patriotic touch had much to 
do in the terrific reception the audi- 
ence gave his singing. Powers walks 
on and off the stage with short, 
mincing steps as though his knees 
are hinged too tightly. Army train- 
ing should give him a better stride. 

Prima is plenty in the groove with 
his own trumpeting, with his brother, 
Leon, on the sweeter side in one solo. 
Some of the other musicians are also 
very good, notably the juvenile 
drummer who looks as though he 
has his hair combed in a pet shop. 

Frisco was under the handicap 
here of working in front of an audi- 
ence not entirely hep to his sly type 
of humor. His racetrackroom bit, 
more showy, got better results, and, 
of course, his dancing scored well for 
a bowoff. 

Opening the show is the Grey 
Family, five sisters and their brother, 
a flashy dancing and singing turn. 
Hoofing is mostly ensemble, except 
for the boy’s one acrobatic-tap solo, 
and the turn’s topper is Mazie Grey’s 
singing of ‘Loch Lomond’ in dialect. 
She’s got a neat voice and can give 
the other singers on the bill cards 
and spades in delivery. 

Another of the show’s socks is the 
Seiler brothers’ act. Boys have been 
injecting more and more talk into 
their turn and getting better.in their 
delivery, but their best bit is still the 
comedy routine on the curved skis. 
The cape encore is a weak followup 
in comparison. Scho, 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Dec. 26. 
Dick Rogers Orch (14), with Betty 
Barr; Lucille Ball & Desi Arnaz, 
Gaudsmith Bros. (2), Joey Rardin; 
‘Tuxedo Junction’ (Rep). 








Adams closes 1941 with a fresh 
and entertaining stage lineup. It 
starts off strongly and runs solidly 
through a series of neatly balanced 
acts. 

The Rogers band gives out loudly, 
but it’s smoothly coordinated and 
listens well. Orchestra plays nifty 
arrangements of “That Gotcha’ ‘I’ve 
Got It Bad’ and ‘Chattanooga Choo 
Choo.’ 

Desi Arnaz, assisted by his wife, 
Lucille Ball, vocals Latin songs in 
topnotch style. Arnaz’s voice is 
solid, strong and stimulating and he 
cleans up with ‘All Dressed Up’ and 
‘South American Way.’ 

Miss Ball, blonde cinema looker 
who had the audience whistling, 
dialogues with Arnaz as he sings and 
accompanies him in a few dance 
steps. 

Joey Rardin, in size and otherwise 
resembling James Cagney, vocals 
‘Casey Jones’ neatly. His imper- 
sonation of Cagney in ‘Angels with 
Dirty Faces’ brought strong audience 
response. 


Animal comedy act on bill is the} 


Gaudsmith Bros. which includes 
two precocious dogs. The brothers 
are amusingly costumed and their 
pets are equally funny to look at. 
Latter do tricks, refuse to cooperate 
when necessary and _ frequently 
knock one or both of their masters 
down. ; 

Betty Barr, singer, uncorks pleas- 
ant voice and turns on charm that 
the audience readily appreciated. 
Miss Barr warbles ‘I’ve Got It Bad’ 
and ‘He’s I-A in the Army. 

Capacity house Friday eve (26). 
Jaff. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 
Woody Herman Orch with Carolyn 
Grey, Billie Rogers, Frankie Carlson, 
Billy DeWolfe, Shyrettos (3); ‘Swing 
It, Soldier’ (U). 








This is a gay, swingy lineup headed 
by Woody Herman’s ensemble. 

Herman, as usual, has sélected his 
numbers with an eye to the hepcat 





ing marquee strength to Prima’s 
brassy, brash crew. Miss Andrews is 
reviewed more 
New Acts. Prima himself is 
natural entertainer and works like 
an Ofay Stepin Fetchit, though in 
quicker tempo. He sings and he gets 
funny, but at one point he stepped 
out of line by clowning behind Miss 
Andrews’ singing. That’s more life- 
of-the-party than good showmanship. 

On the musical ead Prima’s band: 
fs as forte an outfit as any normal 
being can take for very iong. Fifteen 
musicians, plus Prima’s own hot 
trumpet, jam, blare, blast and boff 
their arrangements until all musical 
resemblance is gone, and all that re- 
mains is a pretty good imitation of 
an air raid. One classic example is 
‘Chinatown,’ which sounds more like 
‘Bedlam.’ 

The band lays heavy stress on 
comedy, and a lot of it is silly, 
though the guitarist has one funny 
bit in his interruption of ‘Daddy’ as 
sung by the orch’s vocalist, Lily Ann 
Carroll. She’s a_ pretty. brunet, 





dressed too sombrely, but is not 


xtensively der |,. : . : . 
ext ely un i lreally give out on his solid clarinet 


trade. High up on the list is the 
band number, ‘Golden Wedding,’ 
which gives maestro a chance to 


jas well as providing an excellent spot 
for drummer Frankie Carlson. 

The leader also sings ‘Blues in 
Night’ and ‘Dream's on Me’ in ade- 
quate fashion. Carolyn Grey easily 
cops vocal honors with ‘I Said No’ 
and ‘Cookin’ With Gas.’ Also netting 
plenty of applause is Billie Rogers, 
who plays a torrid trumpet as well 
as warbling on her own. Among the 
band numbers that register are 
‘Woodchoppers’ Ball,’ ‘Concerto’ and 
the rhythmic Mexican ditty, 
‘Chapanecas.’ 

Plenty amusing is Billy DeWolfe, 
newcomer to these parts. He has a 
fresh approach to mimicry, best 
laugh-getter being his impression of 
an entire show at a_ smell-time 
nitery. 

The Shyrettos, two men and a girl, 
perform amazing stunts on a series 
of different size bikes. 

House was .filled to standing room 
when caught Saturday night (27). 





Shal. 


mates’ (RKO), reviewed in ‘Variety, 
Nov. 26. ’ 





State has gathered a holiday en. 
semble that rates with the best jn 
months. It’s a topnotch assortment 
of talent neatly blended into 
hour's entertainment. 

Cross and Dunn, long-time faves, 
are superb in the blow-off spot. Boys, 
when caught, snagged a flock of en- 


cores with their clever (and clean) 
parodies on pop tunes. They give 
their harmonic vocalizing a nice 
melodic quality, too. 


Dave Vine is next in the line that 
forms to the right for kudos. Hebe 
dialectician achieves a perfect style 
of presentation for his turn by being 
set in a box and coming into the 
show as a heckler straighted by the 
m.c. A few of the gags are ancient, 
but as a whole they stack up well 
and earn a goodly load of chuckles, 

Benay Venuta, carrying a bit of 
avoirdupois that apparently comes 
with continued success, is sock with 
her throaty vocal work. She com- 
bines pipes that are full of timbre 
and vibrancy with a nice selling 
technique for maximum results. 

Ice-breakers—and equal to any 
turn that can be found for that pur- 
pose—are the Del Rios. Two boys 
and a gal, working in evening 
clothes, are suave balancers. Ap- 
pearance and the smoothness with 
which they work to sweet music 
make them more reminiscent of a 
ballroom team than an acro trio, 
What socks them over is the eye- 
filling blonde who’s always in the 
middle of the three-high balancing. 

On Broadway last season in the Al 
Jolson musical, blonde Eunice Healey 
helps to round out the show with 
pledsant tap work. In the deuce and 
slowing up proceedings with an 
overlong turn are the Tune Toppers, 
quartet consisting of bass, trumpet 


an 


accordion and electric guitar. They 
dish up super-jive that’s hard to 
follow. Transcendency of the ac- 


cordion, plus the constantly muted 
trumpet, gives the music an un- 
pleasant, squeaky quality. 
Ed Sullivan, as m.c., is impossible 
of criticism professionally. He’s one 
of the columnists the State employs 
perennially, not as a_ professional 
but for whatever name value lies in 
his by-line. Herb, 


APOLLO, N. Y. 








Jimmie Lunceford Orch (15) with 
Dan Grissom; Charles Bristol, Moore 
& Byrd, Velma Middleton, Miller 


= & Lois (3); ‘Burma Convoy 
(U). 


_Holiday show here is almost iden- 
tical with that which played with 
Jimmie Lunceford at the Strand the- 
atre, Brooklyn, recently. It's the 
same, with the exception of Moore 
and Byrd, comedians, and Charlie 
Bristol, tapster, both short items, and 
it works the same though it earns 
heftier response because it’s now 
playing home territory. 

Lunceford’s crack combination of 
five sax, three trumpets, two trom- 
bones and four rhythm clipped the 
dusky audience hard when caught 
(Friday, supper show) with recent 
recorded items of ‘Hi Spook’ and 
‘Yard Dog-Mazurka.’ ‘Margie’ and 
‘Song of Islands’ were interpreted 
solidly in kicking, rhythmic tempo, 
and a fine arrangement of ‘Blues in 
the Night’ with Willie Smith's click 
sax soloing and choral work by 
the bandmen also standing out 
sharply. Dan Grissom, sax-vocalist, 
works at the mike once on ‘Tis 
|Autumn,”’ Tommy Young, trombone, 
isteps out on the vocal of “Margie, 
finishing smartly with an instrumental 
solo. 


Moore and Byrd, colored comics in 
iScot kilt getup, provide a session 0 
|belly laughs with material weak by 
lany other other standards except the 
| Apollo’s. It’s absorbed avidly here, 
|\however. Charlie Bristol is a stand- 
lout tap artist who cues exceptionally 
|educated feet into routines that avoid 
the stereotyped. His one negative 
point is that both stints used are 
fast, first moderately so and second 
wide open. Contrasting rhythm tap 
would help. 


Miller Bros. and Lois, standard 
trick tap trio, work near finale there- 
by avoiding confliction with Bristol. 
They sink their carefully rehearsed 
and executed stuff home easily. 
Routines are unchanged, first Js 4 
clean unison job by all three, girl 
and boy atop platform spelling Miller 
name, then challenge work aboard 
pair of catwalks’ for flash finish. 
Velma Middleton, weighty singer 
(roughly 300 pounds) makes slight 
impression with vocals of ‘Summer- 
time’ and ‘Give Baby Give’ but sends 
the house into roars of appreciation 
fer the way she handles her bulk 1" 
terp routines. 


Finale puts various soloists in the 
band in limelight during an untitled 
musical riff that works up to a fiery 
climax, Wood. 
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KEITH'S, BOSTON 





Boston, mee. =< 

rroll’s ‘Vanities’ wit ate 
eg (3), Wiere Brothers (2), 
Buster Shaver with Olive & George, 
Zerby & Wiere, Al Norman, Charlene 
Kimberlin, Jeanne Devereaux, Fay 
Carroll, Anna Lee, Danny Scholl, 
Line (16); ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). 





It’s a feast of entertainment at 
famine prices on the RKO stage this 
week. This smartly produced revue 
will run through New Year’s and 
will likely jam the house on holiday 
eve even at $1.65 per cushion. At 
65c top during the week it’s the bar- 
gain of the season. 

With such acts as the Slates, the 
Wieres and Buster Shaver with 
Olive & George, the unit has more 
stuff than some of the $3.30 musicals 
that opened in Boston this season. 
But where the big-time shows sock 
with elaborate routines for the line 
numbers, this one falls short. The 
gals are lookers, but their routines 
are not much more than rhythmic 
walk-ons. In this case they're inci- 
dental glamour, and the punch is in 
the comedy and danging routines. 

The Slate boys, who can always 
be counted on for punchy session of 
horseplay and comedy, pack a few 
new punches. One of the new bits is 
ga ‘Buy American’ number with one 
of the boys stripping to show USS. 
labels on his attire. Another snappy 
pit is pointed up by Charlene Kim- 
berlin singing ‘St. James’ with 
bumps. f 

Buster Shaver’s act is rearranged 
so that he and his tiny partners do 
only a part of their regular routine 
in one spot. However, George works 
in and out of the Wiere turn and 
Olive is featured in a swell Miranda 
impersonation, backed up by the 
Wieres and Shaver. Olive and 
George also have a solo part for 
their fast-stepping ballroom _ spe- 
cialty. 

The Wieres get over with their 
perfectly timed comedy, although 
much of it is too subtle for the vaude 
mob. Al Norman solos with swift 
banter, impressions of the conga 
done by a coal miner, a deb and a 


drunk and by a farmer in a cow | 


pasture. He closes with a nifty soft- 
shoe eccentric dance and had to beg 
off. 

A dance by Zerby and Wiere 
would be a wow on the burlesque 
circuit. The man in full dress does 
a ballroom number with his partner, 
who is quite decolette. It’s subtle 
like a French postcard. 

Fay Carroll sells a couple of vo- 
cals. She's so stunning visually that 
she steals scenes from the chorus 
and Jeanne Devereaux, toe dancer, 


when she’s singing her second 
chorus off-side on the stage. Miss 


Carroll also appears in 
stuff with the Slates. 
Standee biz at show 


some burley 


caught. 
Fox, 


TOWER, K. C. 


— Kansas City, Dec. 26. 

Time of Your Life’ (unit) 
Carl Freed and his Harmonica Lads 
(3), Phyllis Colt, Betty Atkinson, 
Peck & Peck, Whitey Roberts, Tune- 
toppers band (10) Glamour Debu- 
tantes (10); ‘Swing It Soldier’ (U). 

Tower stage fare is a 57-minute 
package edition of ‘Time of Your 
Life,’ and it’s more than satisfactory. 
Turns are well paced, numbers and 
costumes nicely designed and pro- 
duction retains the spirit even if not 
the elaborate 


Be presentation of the 
roadway show which won _ the 
Pulitzer Prize a couple of seasons 
ago. 


Peck & Peck, sepia eccentric 
dancers, score early with their slow- 
motion fight routine and Harlem- 
style dancing. The material is ordi- 
nary but delivery first rate. The 
Glamour Deb line (10) has several 
effective bits with and without Betty 
Atkinson, tapper. 

_Carl Freed carries the comedy as- 
Signment with the able assistance of 
Whitey Roberts. Freed’s harmonica 
lads provide solid entertainment and 
Freed’s solo bit with a soprano sax 
is a high spot in the show. Whitey 
Roberts sticks to eccentric juggling 
and dancing for laughs. 

Phyllis Colt is a bell-ringer with 
most all of her several vocal offer- 
ings and nearly tied up the show 
with ‘Hillbilly Bride.’ 

Unit band, the Tune-Toppers prove 
the wisdom of carrying more than 
Just a conductor with a show. The 


way this outfit times the entire pro- | 
duction makes a big difference in re- | 


sults. 
Business good at catching. Quin 


MAINSTREET, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 26. 
Polack Brothers’ Indoor Circus 
with Olive Bas Trio, Lillian St. 
Leon, Black Horse Troupe, White’s 





Dogs, Tiny Kline, Block’s Elephants, | 


a Terrestisa, Eugene Randow, Pina 





Troupe (5), Gene Moore, Eddie 
chultz’s House orch; ‘Timberline’ 
(Mono). 

Polack Brothers’ indoor circus 


are d climaxes the Mainstreet’s cur- 
— season. Offering combines spec- 
with’ comedy and a thrill or two 

] novelty of clowns, , aerialists, 


with | 


herses and elephants on a vaude 
stage. This, plus the house policy 
of ‘always a seat for a quarter,’ 
makes it a bargain, 

_ It was difficult to pick favorites 
in the solid lineup, but La Terres- 
tisa, femme aerialist, and Olive Bas 
Trio, head balancing turn, seemed to 
merit top honors at catching (26). 
Votes of patrons under 13, however. 
would result in landslide for Block’s 
elephants and/or White’s dogs. 

Show opens in customary 
fashion with Gene Moore, organist, 
leading a community sing. White’s 
dogs open the circus proper and the 
offering proceeds in customary saw- 
dust ring style, complete with slap- 
stick clown imitations of most of the 
acts. 

Lillian St. Leon’s bareback turn 
has a novel twist, with several kids 
from the. house getting a chance to 
try riding bareback with help of a 
safety device. 





ist, slides from the balcony to the 
stage hanging by her teeth. and the 
Pina troupe (5) presents the usual 
repertory of acrobatic routines. 
Business appeared better than 
usual, Quin, 


HIPP, BALTO 








Baltimore, Dec. 25. 


Iula House 
(RKO). 


Orch (13); 





but including sufficient adult enter- 
tainment also. Extra shows 


show. , 
Ideal for opening is Gautier’s 
Bricklayers, standby canine act 


which employs fullstage building set 
plus cued tricks by large variety of 
well-trained pooches. Gautier comes 
on himself midway to point up the 
funny business. 

LeAhn Sisters, harmony quartet, 
|deliver some intricate arrangements 
| next which include ‘I've Got 
Rhythm,’ ‘Jim’ and ‘Chattanooga 
{Choo Choo.’ Encore with ‘Ida’ and 
|introduce the Martins, who follow 
| with some marionet manipulation. 
| Two lads, attired in black, work dolls 
‘in full view. They have an easy- 
| working turn with loads of ap~eal. 
Rex Weber is doing his standard 
ijventro turn. On in grotesque cos- 
i|tume, he works straight to sell good 
vocals of ‘If I Love Again,’ ‘Cheek to 
|Cheek’ and his inevitable ‘Brother, 
|Can You Spare a Dime.’ Earns an 
lencore bit employing Weber’s wife to 
|mouth the words of ‘For All We 
|Know,’ produced in false 
smart patter interpolated. Made for 
a very solid spot when caught. 

Helene Gardner and Co. close with 
socko adagio featuring some fast, 
flashy throws and catches by a trio of 
males. Makes a highly potent 
clincher and earns a series of well- 
earned curtains. 

Biz okay for early Christmas Day 
Burm. 








| when caught. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 


Two specially produced clips, one 
|Paramount, the other Pathe, and 
both excellently presented, feature 
the Christmas show here which is 
|also supplemented by a March of 
| Time release, for added war flavor, 
entitled ‘Our America at War.’ 
| Program leads with a Pathe special 
|in which Raymond Gram Swing, un- 
|seen. does the commentary in re- 
viewing outstanding events of 1941 
bearing on war, winding up with the 
attack on Hawaii. The other Par 
clip highlighting the current layout 





Tiny Kline, another female aerial- | 


} 
| 
| 
} 


| 





| 


Nicely built holiday layout, with | boys playing miniature drums, sells | 
considerable appeal to the juve trade | to_the hilt. 


squeezed in to accommodate school- | tines. ! ‘ 
freed stubholders, should prove wis- |S°lidly with their standard trampo- 
dom of booking ‘Dumbo’ with stage line act. 





|Each year he returns stronger. 


STATE, HARTFORD | 


—— 
Hartford, Dec. 26. | 
Gene Krupa Orch with Anita’ 

O’Day, Johnny Desmond, Roy 

Eldridge, Monroe & Grant, Amelia| 

Gilmore, 3 Stooges, Sam Kaplan | 

House Band; ‘Road to Happiness’ | 

(Mono). ; 
Welcome sign is again out for) 

Gene Krupa and crew. Maestro! 

played his second date of a break in| 


|tour in this area in the spring of °38. | #5 audience with ease. 
Martin has all the pop sock that’s | 


Na- 
tives consider him a local boy. On 
paper and on the boards this bill 
spells sock entertainment. 

Krupa aggregation comes out! 
theming from behind closed curtains, 
Anita O‘Day, chirper, starting with 
the theme, ‘Drummer Man.’ Gal has 
vibrant personality and needs little 
time to sell herself. Band's boy 
singer, Johnny Desmond. also okay 
with two romantic balladas. 

Orch is on hand with a book of 


pops in the swing idiom and also 
fronts three outside acts. Jivers 
showed their enthusiasm. Krupa 


band, consisting of four rhythm, four 
trumpet, three trombone, and five 
sax is stirringly strong in the brass 
section. Leader devotes most of his} 
time to cannonading the skins and | 
brings out a score of specialists. Roy | 





Gautier’s Bricklayers, LeAhn Sis- | Eldridge, former colored bandleader, | 
ters (4), Rex Weber, Helene Gardner | is_ spotted 


& Co. (4), Martin Bros. (2), Felice |solos. He draws terrific returns, with! [FE RUBAN BLEU, N.Y. 


‘Dumbo’ | ‘Rocking Chair’ about the best. Band | 


frequently for trumpet} 


number, ‘Blue Rhythm Fantasy,’ fea- 
turing Krupa on the traps and the} 


First outside act, Amelia Gilmore, 
goes over easily with two tap rou- 
Monroe and Grant score} 


One of the lads 
comedy by appearing in oversize, 
striped bathing suits. Three Stooges 
are a triple laugh threat with hoke, 
patter and general nonsense. 
Xmas day biz healthy. 


injects 


Eck. 








Unit Review 











Revue Follies d’Amour 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 20. 
Sully & Thomas, Banfields 
Young Sisters (2), Professor Cheer, 





| Mary Vader, Pagano Girls (8), Pete 


| d’Amour’ 
tto with! frothy entertainment to get by. John 


| terial 


| finish 


Brown's band (5); ‘Mexican 
fire’s Baby’ (RKO). 


Spit- 


Although a trifle 
Paul Pagano’s 


shy on talent, 
) ‘Revue Follies 
carries enough light and 


Sully and Muriel Thomas headline 
show, with Sully doubling as em- 
cee. Miss Thomas plays dummy 


stooge to Sully’s gags, and his stuff, 
loaded with gadgets, goes over nice- 
ly. He has pleasing delivery and 
manages to stay on sunny side of au- 
dience, unlike many of comics to 
play here this season. Some of ma- 
lal is a little musty, but on the 
whole act was well received. They 
with a zany dance, which 
could have been dropped. 

The Banfields, jugglers, confine 
themselves to a tennis ball routine 
Both are pleasing, with 3anfield 
flashier than his wife but less ac- 
curate in keeping the bounding balls 
in line. Pair run through a nicely 
balanced routine, handle themselves 
nicely, and add a nice touch of com- 
edy. 

Young Sisters, contortionists, open, 
and please with backbends. Al- 
though girls, both lookers, appear a 


| trifle amateurish, both display talent 


| and with more seasoning should ce- 


| light 


is entitled ‘What Can I Do for My | 


Country in 1942?’ It is com- 

| prehensive and well done. 

{ The two Embassy specials in the 
quasi-news column include theories 
of H. V. Kaltenborn in answer to 
several questions and Tex McCrary’s 


very 


angles on Turkey’s role in the first 
World War, its reconstruction after- 
wards and the country’s positior 
present. Kaltenborn’s issues bear 
on the advisability of a separate all 
command, whether the African cam- 
paign is a decisive factor in the 
World War. value of Alaska as a base 
and whether there may be a sep- 
arate peace between Germany and 
Russia. 

Straight news items include the 
sudden arrival in Washington of 
{Prime Minister Churchill. He is 


photographed with President Roose- 
velt but the film was shot silently, 
with commentary added. A review 
of Pacific defenses in Manila, Singa- 
pore, Malaya, etc., furnished by Fox- 
Movietone, are appended, while 
farther down on the bill are s 
+ Universal clips of shelling in Libya, 
prisoners, etc. 

|” Miscellaneous clips are devoted to 
‘the family of the late Colin Kelly, 
launching of a destroyer and cruiser, 
|Christmas activities for soldiers, 
| warning about gossip and spies; the 
recently appointed censor, Byron 
Price, who doesn’t talk; English 
women manning a plane-detecting 
battery and a funny piece dealing 
with a kid army at Hyde Park. N. Y. 

Char. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
' 


some | 





| 
| 


| 
| 


velop favorably. Best bit comes 
when one sister, mounted on foot 
stands atop table, does a backbend to 
cigarette in her mouth from 
weed in sister’s mouth. It went big. 

Professor Cheer, zany musician, is 


yn Only briefly but pleases with 
screwball antics and music from odd 
props. Opens with musical saw, } 
follows by clapping hands on mouth 
to produce musical sound drums a 
tune out of his noggin with drum 
ticks, and winds up with some nifty 
work on a trick accordion 7 
Mary Vader, three times national 
drum majorette champ s pulled 
from line for a majorette specialt 
which 1S peppy n Di¢ M 
Vader is the spark plug of line, one 
of most vivacious to appear here t} 
season. Girls all are fair lookers and 
they manage to inject enthusiasm 


into their numbers. They open with 
a so-so song and dance tap number, 
their poorest. They later come back 
with a zestful Conga, the snappiest 
Latin line routine caught here this 
season. The girls finish with a pa- 
triotic salute, outstanding for its pre- 
cision. They also go out into audi- 
ence to get boys to dance with them 
on stage. Gag winds up with boys 
standing on stage holding their hands 


over eyes until they get wise and 
slink off. 
Fair house. Just. 


‘Underground’ Mex Sock j 
Mexico City, Dec. 30. | 

Current pic socko ‘here is ‘Under- | 
ground’ (WB), titled in Mexico ‘Dos 
Hermanis’ (‘Twc Brothers’), in its 
second week at the Cine Magerit, 
frontline cinema that seats 1,600. 


Top is $2 (Mex). (50c U:S.). i 


| Specialists come on at 


(2), | 


| parodies and shady ditties. 




















CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


week before heading for U. S. mili- | 


tary service. Martin has a fine style 
for this type of nite spot, handling 
Vocally, 


necessary and his choice of 
tunes is safe. 

Only two other acts on the show. 
both dancing. Callahan Sisters made 
good with excellent tap 
while Raul and Eva Reyes 
an eye-filling tropical terp team with 
solid routines. 

Production by Fred Evans contin- 
ues on a high level. with some of the 


pop 


numbers particularly imoressive, 
such as ‘Toy Shop’ and ‘Tropical 
Magic.’ 


Poyd Raeburn orchestra is back 
for its second stey here. efter click- 
ing earlier this year. Raeburn han- 
dled both precuction numbers and 
Aansapation in e~cellent style. Bobby 


Ramos remains with his rhumba 
band. It’s one of the top outfits of 
the kind. Gold. 


Herbert Jacoby, Paula Laurence, 
Richard Dyer-Bennet, Mabel Mercer; 
$2 minimum. 


Long before there was any sensi- 
tivity over Free French or just 
French, Herbert Jacoby’s New York 
counterpart of Paris’ Le Ruban Bleu 
brought an intime nitery divertisse- 
ment to Manhattan which has sur- 
vived politico schisms, and will so 


continue. Answer is simple: it’s 
forthright, polite, intelligent cafe 
talent, in an intimate atmosphere, 


akin to an oversized drawing room, 
With but two pianologists plugging 


the waits at twin Steinways, boniface | 
| Jacoby 
|Boeuf sur le Toit 
|Ruban Bleu abroad) has maintained | 
75-capacity | 


operate Le 
the original 


used to 
and 


(who 


ja high for his 


} room. 


parity 


15-minute 
| intervals, permitting for comfortable 
lordering and chatting in between 
turns—and also a good turnover for 
the house. 
|suecession of people, of 
jand nationalities. The 
headliner is frequently supported by 
a Viennese or Gallic excerpt, with 
both set off in contrast to a 52d 
street jive turn or, perhaps, a dusky 
soprano, or something altogether 
i|novel. It’s a constant headache to 
discover such type turns which, per- 
| force, must be in modest brackets, 
|considering the limitations of the 
|room, and yet have distinetion. 


ail races 


| Current setup is not particularly | 
| outstanding in its socko proportions, 


| but gives a good idea. In former 
|times a Mildred Bailey, a Maxine 


| Sullivan, the Delta Rhythm Boys or 


some Continental chanteuse or a dar- 


ling worker like Carrie Finnell, she 
of the educated bodice, held forth. 

Paula Laurence is the current 
|topliner, and better than ever with | 
her satirical song styles. She swings 
‘Old Man Rivey’ in French; makes 


with jive Spanish wordage to ‘Per- 


fidia’; gives out with sexy inuendoes 
on almost any given occasion; dis- 
closes a wealth of nonsense props 


irom her massive hatbox, and withal 
whams. Miss Laurence is currently 
doubling from ‘Junior Miss.’ Her 
author rates a bow for the clever 
wordage 

Richard 


Dyer-Bennet, a _ sensitive 


|}youth with a Swedish lute upon 
which he strums, to self-accomp his 
early Elizabethan airs, is a returner; 
and so is Mabel Mercer, colored 
English songstress, of fine voice and 
badly paced nitery routine (New 
Acts) Herbert Jacoby officiates a 
personal greeter and conferencie! 
Abel. 

LEON & EDDIE’S, N.Y. 

Eddie D Margo Good, Gilii 
Gill Burne & Ss on, Gene 
Stockwell, Noel Toy, Rudolf, Morgar 
& Lunard, ! (10) MVinimum $3 
weekday $3.50 Sat de 

War i d inevitably to bring 
with it a lowering of moral sensibili- 
ties. Leon and Eddie, always at 
the head of a trend, are showing 
great quantities of leadership cur- 
rently. Not that the shows of the 


Messrs. Enken and Davis have ever 
been noted for soul-cleansing quali- 


| ties, but this one is particularly far 


on the blue side. It’s inoffensive, 
however, and the yokels love it, 
whieh adds up to a tuneful score at 


the cash register. 
Eddie Davis, as usual, is the high- 
light of the proceedings with his 


He also 


| maestros the ‘Boomps-a-Daisy,’ man- 


aging to achieve a high record of 


| participation by the audience, which 


makes that ancient bit of finale biz 
a joy tickier which the customers 
probably remember and talk about 
more than anything else. 

In addition to Noel Toy, Chinese 
fan maneuverer, who is giving pa- 
trons a tempting brand of nudity for 


routines, | 
remain | 


Jacoby has had a notable | 


American | 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 








{the fifth consecutive show at this 
ispct, lovers of the aesthetic are 
getting an eyeful in a neat combina- 
ition comedy-sirip turn, Rudolf, 
Morgan & Lunard, It’s one of those 
phoney ballroom trios of two guys 
and a-gal who start out seriously 
enough and wind up breaking each 
other’s necks. This has peeling too, 

Gilli Gilli adds a pleasant season- 
ing of comedy to his Egyptian magi 
business. He makes cieverly with 
the hands on producing eggs and 
flags and live chicks, but would be 
more or less routine were it not for 
those roly-poly eyes and a line of 
dizzy chatter. In the ballroom dance 
|team department are Byrnes and 
Swanson.- Gal's attractive in very 
Or-‘ental getup, which is backed with 
|Oriental music. Pair is not excep- 
tional otherwise, being somewhat on 
the ungraceful side, although a 
| couple terrific lifts at ihe finale help 
| to sell them. 


Torrid vocalizing is handled by 
Margo Good, a youngster with a nice 
/sense of rhythm and phrasing— 
| which is not matched by her voice. 
It’s too sharp. Gene Stockwell is 
|the m.c. Pleasant looking, he takes 
| care of the introes in approved “*fash- 
'ion and puts in a satisfactory stanza 
,of tan-terp on his own. 
| _Bobby Sanford produced the rou- 
tines for the line of 10 gals.. Femmes 
_ are lookers and provide dances up to 
the usual Broadway nitery standard, 

Herb. 


-  Romo-Vincent Set 





Romo Vincent, who withdrew 
from Eddie Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes,’ 
goes into La Martinique, New York, 
opening Jan, 23. 

William Morris office set the deal. 








Frisco’s Moderne Reopens 


San Francisco, Dec. 30. 


Club Moderne, which folded a 
couple of months back, reopened 
Friday (26). Using Delores Gray, 


Ben McAtee, Ramsdell Dancers and 
Margaret Orsini’s five-girl orch. 
Joe Meréllo managing. 


Mildred Law, formerly 
with Vaughn Monroe, Will Johnssn 
‘and more recently with Howard 
|Jones at Hotel Statler, Boston, is 
;}now in New York rehearsing with 
| Mme. Kamarova, who is producing 


vocalist 











the shows for Lou Walters’ Miami 
Beach Latin Quarter. 
T 
New Acts 

MABEL MERCER 
| Sengs 
8 Mins. 
Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 

Mabel Mercer is a colored song- 


stress of fine, well-trained vcice who 
debuted at Le Ruban Bleu when this 
New York counterpart of the famed 
Paris boite of the same name first 
opened some five years ago. She then 
returned to Paris, and finally came 
back to America, via the Bahamas. 
She’s of British nationality, but her 
vocalizing has been most prominent 
in France and America. 


Miss Mercer for a certain hour of 
the a.m. must accelerate her tempos. 
She’s not a scat singer, but neithe! 
need she be so conscrvative and 
lethargic. It’s chiefly a matter of 
song material. Easily the spright- 
liest of her repertoire, none the less 


‘Every Time’ (from ‘Best Foot For- 


ward’) isn’t a happy selection either 
Being definitely a ‘cute’ song, ‘cute’ 
ngs are only good for matching 
personalities. Not that Mi Mercer 
personable and effective. She 
makes an excellent appearance. 
She might, however re ivrse to 
ore olid ballads When caught, 
her three in a row were all bad 
picks, of the ‘Love and I’ type; too 
prim and prima, and certainly not 
for cafe divertissement, no maite! 
he intimateness of the room Abel. 
LOIS ANDREWS 
Singing 
6 Mins. 
Flatbush, Bklyn. 

Lois Andrews (Mrs. George Jes- 
sel), recently a mother, is making 
her first personal appeerance since 
the natal event; also her first ap- 


pearance as a solo act. Previously 
she has been a showgirl in musicals 
and filled in with a slight vocal bit 
during personalssmade by Jessel. 

On her own, Miss Andrews is a 
jnifty looking personality and a pretty 
|fair singer in throaty style. She's 
| likewise enhanced by plenty of pub- 
ilicity value. 

Did three songs at this catching, 
\including ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’ 
jand ‘Gay Ranchero,’ and got over. 
|Her impression might have been 
even better had not Louis Prima 
clowned behind her while she was 
singing ‘Ranchero.’ Scho. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Brock Pemberton advocates putting a clamp on the critics for the dura- 
tion of the war, according to an interview carried in the N. Y. Post Fri- 
day (26). He proposes that shows be placed in two classifications; one of 
a ‘commercial’ nature which the critics would be asked to review, and 
others which he feels they wouldn't like and for which no notices would 
be carried. Showman feels that the iatter — of play could be publicized 

better purpose by radio and word-of-mouth. 
py ong who was drama editor and reviewer for the N. Y. Times 
before he became a producer, said he suggested the same idea several 
years ago, but it didn’t get to first base. He says: ‘It’s different now. 
We're in an emergency. We are going to need all the help we can get to 
survive. The critics must help to save the incubator of the American 


drama.’ hs 
Manager added that he doesn’t hate critics and never barred one, but 


often wished he had. 








Management of a touring duplicate of a Broadway hit has been hoping 
against hope that show’s temperamental star would make good one of his 
frequent threats to walk out on the play. Producers signed him to a run- 
of-play contract and realized their mistake shortly after show opened, 
offering then to buy him off. Actor refused to let them out of the deal, 
however, but since then has popped off time and again about exiting un- 
less things were more to his liking. No efforts, of course, have been 
made to pacify him to any extent, inasmuch as everybody agrees he isn’t 
right for the role and could be replaced advantageously. His bursts of 
temperament, for which he hes been famous for years, frequently make 
life miserable for other members of the company, but he always manages 
to stop them just at the verge of actually quitting. Management still has 


hopes, though. 





Desire of Ethel Merman, who withdrew from ‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th 
street, N. Y., Saturday (27) on the eve of the show going on tour, to take 
a rest, is well understood around the show. She appeared in ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady’ for 50 consecutive weeks at the same theatre and laid off 
but one week before starting rehearsals for ‘Hattie,’ in which she played 
for more than a year, being out of the show three days because of grippe. 
Recently Miss Merman dropped several dancing bits ». the performance 
on the advice of her docter. : 

Management is expectant that ‘Hattie’ will play road dates until May. 
Replacement of Miss Merman by Frances Williams is not figured to ma- 
terially affect its draw out of town, it being pointed out that ‘DuBarry 
fared excellently on the road without her, 





There are squawks in Minneapolis because of the manner in which that 
eity is being treated by the N. Y. booking offices in the matter of legiti- 
mate roadshows. It’s not only because enough aren’t being sent there, but 
also the way they’re being booked. ch 

Case being cited is ‘My Sister Eileen.’ It was booked into Madison, 
Wis., town of 60,000, for the same length of time (two days) as in Minne- 
apolis, city of 600,000. It got $4,500 in Mpls. in two days, but by the time 
the public became aware of its merits it already had left town. Esti- 
mates are that another day, with a matinee, would have brought in an ad- 
ditional $4,500 at the very least. ‘Eileen’ split a week with two days each 
in Madison and Minneapolis, and a single day each in St. Paul and Des 
Moines. = 





Obviously, touring ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ which reopened in Philly Xmas 
night with Lois Hall replacing Anita Louise opposite Owen Davis, Jr., 
will not go through with long tour of key cities as originally planned. At 
any rate, Pittsburgh Playhouse, community theatre there, recently was 
notified that mystery comedy was available again. Playhouse had play 
scheduled for current holiday season, but was notified few weeks ago 
that amateur rights in Pittsburgh were being held up, with result that 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ was hastily penciled in as a substitute. As a result, 
‘North’ will follow ‘Charley’ for three-week run on Jan. 27, replacing 
‘George Washington Slept Here’ on the regular list. ‘G.W.S.H.’ is also 
being held up, with producers apparently still hoping to cast it for a tour. 





Lyceum, N. Y., has installed pilot board in the office of Allen Schnebbe, 
house manager, whereby it can be instantly discerned what exterior lights 
pre on. It is an emergency device contrived for air raid protection, and 
gimilar systems will probably be installed in all theatres. System at the 
Lyceum will be made more complete whereby it will be evident when 
every switch within the house is thrown or pulled. 

Pilot board is also equipped with push buttons which signal each de- 
partment head to be on the alert. 

Cheryl Crawford will present Mare Connelly’s new drama, “Phe Flowers 
of Virtue,’ now in rehearsal, but Connelly will be co-manager, having in- 
vested considerably in the production. Others mentioned being interested 
in the attraction are Howard S. Cullman and Mrs. Marshall Field. ; 

Piay has a Mexican background, with Frank Craven playing an Ameri- 
ean business man visiting there, that idea being suggested by Cornelia 
Otis Skinner. Miss Crawford is also concerned in the revival of ‘Porgy 
and Bess,’ along with John Wildberg. 








"The Admiral Had a Wife,’ a farce about the navy scratched from open- 
ing on Broadway recently, was permanently shelved because play was 
set in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, attacked by the Japs. 

Estimated loss was $20,000. In addition to Jose Ferrer and Ruth Wilk, 
who were to present the show, there were 10 or 12 others who had pieces. 
@ast received a week’s salary, then dismissed. It had been shown out of 
town, so Equity’s two-week minimum rule was complied with. 





Nat Karson is going alchemist in reverse. Stage designer for the Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y., will show how to dye gold cloth to get the effect 
f khaki when he lectures on Friday (2) on ‘Priority Materials and How 

ey Affect Broadway Productions.’ He'll speak at the Fashion Academy, 
. ¥., showing how synthetics and plastics can be used for materials on 
the priorities list. 
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Production Personnel || ™2"2¢¢"» ‘Blithe Spirit’, Chicago 


| company. 
Harry Davies agent, Joseph Goldin 
manager, ‘Lady Comes Across’, 











Jean Dalrymple agent, Mel Ham- 
mett back, ‘The Flowers of Virtue’. 
S. Jay Kaufman ahead, Sam Ho- 
worth back, ‘Hellzapoppin’, N.Y. 


ZOLOTOW, THE TIPSTER 





@ompany on tour, 


Wallace Munro ahead, Victor Kir- | 


| American Theatre Wing Powwow 
Pariays in a Winnah 


D.C. PROVES OK 
AS 2-WK. STAND 


Plays on Broadway 





BANJO EYES 








Washington, Dec. 30. | 


| 

Producers this season seem to be | 
listening at last to critics’ assurance | 
—backed up by boxoffice reassur- | 
ance—that Washington is a two-week 
stand. Drama columnists in the 
dailies have long contended that 
there is sufficient audience here to 
support the proper legitimate attrac- 
tion for a fortnight, instead of cus- 
tomary single stanza. 

Last season ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ was sole show to attempt a} 
fortnight, after becoming an estab- 
lished New York success, and it 
proved a profitable venture. Previ- 
ously, several years ago, Noei Cow-'! 
ard's “Tonight at 8:30’ was tried out} 
here in two-week run, also success- 
fully. 

But managers haven't taken the 
hint until this season, when they ex- 
pected, and found, a boom because of 
rush of defense activity in the Capital. | 
Three productions already have tried 
the two-week stand this year, and a 
fourth is to follow shortly. 

Shows playing the extended en- 
gagement are varied. First was 
Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Candle in the 
Wind,’ with Helen Hayes, whose 
name on marquee accounted for ap- 
proximately $50,000 in the two weeks, 
which is sockeroo business at the 
National. 

Later came ‘Student Prince’ re- 
vival, which didn’t hit anything near 
that figure, but still got profitable 
biz. Current is ‘Pal Joey,’ with 
Georgie Tapps, Vivienne Segal, et al., 
now in its second week and appar- 
ently no worry to George Abbott’s 
bookkeepers. Touring ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
troupe is due for two-week stand 
starting Jan. 5. 

All above productions have played 
the National, sole available legit 
house in the Capital since the Be- 
lasco became a Government office 
building, with little hope of its ever 
being reclaimed by the drama. } 








Scenic Union Defers 
Rule on Extra Painter 


| 





New rule of the scenic artists | 
union, which would place a painter | 
back stage with every show, has 
been deferred for the time being, 
but the argument with the managers 
over the claimed unnecessary em- 
ployment is liable to crop up late 
in January. In the meantime any 
contracts for productions will be en- 
tered into without the union’s stip- | 
ulation. 

That was the outcome of a con-| 
ference between the managers and | 
union leaders last week. Showmen | 
said they would not countenance the | 
plan to put painters on the payroll, | 
whether the rule is modified or not. | 
Unionists said they would put the | 
matter up for further consideration | 
at a meeting to be held in about | 
three weeks. They stated that the | 
painter maintenance was adopted be- 
cause of unemployment, but the/| 
managers replied that they could not | 
be expected to shoulder that burden, 
any more than employers in other | 
industries coulda be forced to employ | 
people for jobs which did not exist. | 

Scenic people objected to the man- 
agers calling attention of the N.Y. | 
attorney general to the rule. Prose- | 
cutor will await developments after 
suggesting that the two factions try 
to reach an agreement. State’s coun- | 
sel could take action if he decided 
the rule violated the general busi- | 
ness code. 

State’s attorney cannot interfere 
with purely union disputes, but in 
this situation the managers have no | 
a contact with scene painters, 
deals being made with scenic de- 
signers or studio operators. 





| 
| 





all amiable guys. So much that they 
decided before breaking up that 
Zolotow should pick a nag for them 
and they’d all put $1 on it. The 
plug, ‘Cuckoo Man,’ came in and 
paid $6.80. 


starred. 


Musical comedy in two acts, 12 scenes, 
presented Dec. 25, ‘41, at the Hollywood, 
N. Y., by Albert Lewis. Eddie Cantor 
Book by Joe Quillan and Izzy 
Ellinson, from the play, ‘Three Men on a 
Horse," by John Cecil Holm and George 
Abbott; music, Vernon Duke, lyrics, John 
Latouche; additional lyrics, Harold Adam- 
son; staged and lighted by Hassard Short; 
book directed by Albert Lewis; dances, 
Charles Walters; settings, Harry Horner; 
costumed by Irene Sharaff; orchestra under 
direction of Ray Sinatra; $7.70 opening; 
$4.40 top thereafter. 


Bins Chere. cc ccccencesse Jacqueline Susann 
DEP, COpvetsciescesetcovceees E. J. Blunkall 
Erwin Trowbridge.........-- Eddie Cantor 
Bally Trowhridge....cccccsecees June Clyde 
Harry, the Bartender....... Richard Rober 
CATT ww iceceneccdcaredecoeeass Bill Johnson 
[AO ner oocniseenssisegeset Virginia Mayo 


The De Marcos..Sally and Tony De Marco 
BP cccocecewsveorbeeness Lionel Stander 
Frankie .....0¢ ere errre tery Ray Mayer 





Mabel Audrey Christie 
Tommy Tommy Wonder 
The Gemeral, ..ccccccvcccscecess John Ervin 
The Captain....cccccccscees: James Farrell 
BRO DI sis éewocerdece Ronnie Cunningham 
i ET ) x09 cet uedds @ Mayo and Morton 


The Quartet — George Richmond, Phil 
Shafer, Doug Hawkins. Geo. Lovesee. 
Singing show girls—Ann Graham, Linda 


Griffeth, Adele Jergens, Doris Kent, 
Florence Foster, Miriam Gwinn, Helene 
Hudson, Sherry Shadburne,: Shirl Thomas. 


Dancing girls — Betty Boyce, Norma 
Brown, Kay Coulter, Doris Dowling, Kate 
Friedlich, Grace Gilren, Beggy Holmes, 
Mitzi Haynes, Leona Olsen, Tina Rigat, 
Puddy Smith, Margie Young, Marie Vanne- 
man, Mimi Walthers, Evelyn Weiss, 
Audrey Westphal, Virginia Howe. 

Boys—Ray Arnett, Jimmy Corke, Clark 
Eggleston, Arthur Grahi, Chick Gagnon, 
Ray Harrison, Ray Johnson, Rayford 
Malone, Jack Nagle, Remi Martell, John 
McCord, Bill Skipper, Ray Weamer, Carl 
Erbele, Lynn Malone, Joseph Malvin. 





‘Banjo Eyes’ is as opulent a musi- 
cal as has reached Broadway since 
the Ziegfeld era. Its production is 
magnificently lavish; the Irene 
Sharaff costuming is gorgeous and 
worn by virls who appear hand- 
picked for the ultra in physical at- 
tractiveness; Hassard Short’s lighting 
job is ee eye-arresting. All 
this, and Eddie Cantor too should 
be sufficient to fashion a hit, but 
militating against it is a book so 
familiar that many of the comedy 
punches are telegraphed and a 
musical score that’s mediocre at best. 

Cantor’s smash artistry may be the 
deciding factor, however. Thus this 
$140,000 production has an even 
chance of making a run of it on 
Broadway, though it’s possible the 
high pre-opening cost will not be 
jateed back, even with the Holly- 
wood’s 1,500-seating capacity. 

The star pulls up by the boot- 
straps a tired adaptation of the 
original ‘Three Men on a _ Horse’ 
stage play. When Cantor is on the 
stage the entertainment springs to 
life. He uses every trick in his great 
bag of talent: the roll of his eyes, 
the shrug of his shoulders and the 
motions of his hands, to give anima- 
tion to his role of Erwin Trow- 
bridge, the meek greetingcard poet 
with a penchant for picking horse- 
race winners. 

Aside from Cantor, ‘Banjo’ can 
only boast of Tony and Sally De- 
Marco, Lynn, Royce and Vanya and 
Gloria Gilbert as talent standouts. 
The DeMarcos won ovations opening 
night with three fast routines that 
are more Astaire than ballroom— 
fast, zippy dancing that’s a definite 
hypo for a’show so short on good 
hoofology. The Lynn, Royce and 
Vanya trio are doing their tried and 
true vaudeville knockabout adagio, 
and this evidently was wholly new 
and delightful comedy to the $7.70- 
top opening night audience. Miss 
Gilbert, per usual, is a brief wham 
with her whirling-top on toes rou- 
tine. 

Show has still another fine hoofer, 
colored Bill Bailey, but he’s com- 
pletely wasted. On for only a few 
bars of dancing in the quiet opening 
scene, Bailey disappears thereafter, 
though he’s probably among the first 
10 tap dancers. 

In adapting ‘Horse’ into a musical, 
Joe Quillan and Izzy Ellinson left 
much to be desired. Much of the 


|meat has been emasculated in the 


unimaginative transition. The cli- 


| maxes are weak, if not altogether 


faint. _A secondary love interest is 
left high and dry, and, were it not 
for Cantor’s nostalgic blackface rou- 


| tine, the finale would be merely the 


lowering of the curtain. As is, how- 
ever, Cantor whams at the finish 
with his medley of tunes from his 
former show hits. Opening night he 
was forced into a curtain speech, and 
this may well be a nightly occur- 
ence. 

_ Harry Horner’s settings, brought 
into view smoothly on two turn- 
tables, are the last word, and they’re 
highlighted by Hassard Short’s light- 
ing. The dream sequence, in which 
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aly back, ‘Claudia’, 3rd company. —_—— 
Theron Bamberger agent, Paul Broadway drama _ reperters on 
Groll manager, ‘The First Crocus’. | dailies and tradepapers, a clan that 
James Proctor agent, Milton Baron | has been known to come near slitting 
manager, ‘Crown Cafe’. leach other’s throats for a minor 
John Peter Toohey agent, Sam scoop, met together for the first 
Mandlesman manager, ‘All In Favor’. | time at lunch last week in interests 
Vincent McKnight ahead, Charles |of the American Theatre Wing War 
Williams back, ‘White Cargo’. Service—and wound up with a neat 
Jean Dalrymple agent, Clarence | profit on a hosse race. 
Zacobson manager, ‘Porgy and Bess’.| Meeting was called by Sam Zolo- 
Howard Herrick ahead, George | tow, vet N. Y. Times legit reporter. 
Leffler back, ‘Theatre’. Ten newsmen showed up, ate lunch 
Carlton Miles ahead, James Troupe |and discovered that their rivals were 


esse 7 Pw? euenverrer eve neeews 





Cantor communes with his equine 
pal, Banjo Eyes,’ horsed around by 
vaude’s Pansy the Horse (Mayo and 


Unexpected earnings were chalked 
up against the $225 that the men 


present pledged to the American | Morton), is one of the production's 
Theatre Wing. Another $15 was | notable scenic interludes. Ditto the 
pledged later by several reporters | opening greetingcard company’s of- 
who could not attend. fice setting, the cocktail bar and the 
The newsmen—who are to be dis- | closing racetrack grandstand number 
tinguished from the critics, who Other settings, such as Erwin’s home 
have their own organizations—de- 2nd a hotel bedroom, are less lavish, 
cided that they had enjoyed the get- | Ut equally effective. Also In the 
together to the extent that similar | aa ~— Che 7 — 
; : : y arles Walte 
gatherings will be held in the future | 4). costuming being naturally os 


whenever the spirit moves. No offi-| added value here. 








cers or other formal organization! Where the show falls down ‘tard: 


Duke score—and the hardest bounce 
is in the first half, which hasn’t a 
single likeable or saleable song. In 
the second half are two tunes by 
Duke and Harold Adamson that get 
by, especially ‘We’re Having a Baby,’ 
as sung by Cantor and June Clyde, 
the pert little blonde who plays Mrs, 
Trowbridge and dresses like Gloria 
Vanderbilt on her husband’s $25. 
weekly salary. ‘Make With the 
Feet,’ sung by Audrey Christie and 
giving Tommy Wonder and the De- 
Marcos dancing opportunities, ig 
‘Banjo’s’ second best tune. ‘We Did 
It Before,’ by Cliff Fried and Charlie 
Tobias in a number injected into the 
production after Japan’s aggression 
and gets by on the patriotic fervor. 

Lionel Stander, as the tough horse. 
race bettor, and Ray Mayer, his side- 
kick, are burdened with holding to- 
gether the story thread with Can- 
tor’ They are adequate with what 
they have, their chief drawbacks be- 
ing the lack of sock laughs in their 
material. Miss Christie has the best 
comedy role, aside from Cantor, and 
scores with her burlesque bumping 
in the hotel bedroom scene with 
Cantor. Latter, in this same setting, 
also steps outside the original prem- 
ise of ‘Three Men’ for a racey imi- 
tation of Clark Gable. 

Albert Lewis is named as presenter 
and book director of ‘Banjo,’ with 
Warner Bros. reputedly the chief fi- 
nancial backer. However, it’s known 
that at least one outsider has a siz- 
able chunk of the show, reputedly 
having put up $50,000. Cantor is a 
co-angel WB, which owns the film 
rights, plans starring Cantor in the 
filmusical remake next season. It’s 
certainly evident that there was no 
stinting on cost, though it’s also re- 
grettable that the $140,000 nut didn't 
include tunes more commensurate 
with the great production job. Scho. 


_— 


CLASH BY NIGHT 


Melodrama in two acts presented at the 
Belasco, N. Y¥., Dec. 27, ‘41, by Billy Rose; 


written by Clifford Odets; Tallulah Banke 
head starred; Joseph Schildkraut, Lee J. 
Cobb, Katherine Locke featured; staged by 


Lee Strasberg; settings by Boris Aronson; 
$3.30 top. 


ay RS”. Lee J. Cobb 
Joe W. Doyle................-Robert Ryan 
Mae Wilenski......ccce: Tallulah Bankhead 
i: es Katherine Locke 
Ra errr Joseph Schildkraut 
Jerry’s Father.....cecec. John F. Hamilton 
Vincent Kress........-........Seth Arnold 
ee NG OO ve cadawe ese Ralph Chambers 
es on wn sich edamcue ii Art Smith 
Me PMR MAS 5 60s i cnckeadews William Nunn 
See as > habs 06-00.05.00 daidnaies Harold Grau 
Abe Horowits. ....6.ssccse Joseph Shattuck 
BI Ws cv vcddicosse Stephan Eugene Cole 


A drab play about drab people, 
there is little chance to capture pop- 
ularity in an era that is on the down- 
side in so many ways. 

Clifford Odets never did go in for 
the drawing room. His characters 
are of the tenements, or just one 
step above. In changing the locale to 
a shabby house in Staten Island there 
is little difference from the seg- 
ment of persons he prefers to write 
about. He takes the title from a 
Matthew Arnold verse that has the 
line: ‘Where ignorant armies clash 
by night.’ 

_ The people of the new drama are 
illiterates for the most part. There 
is a marked difference between this 
play and some of those which Odets 
wrote with more vigor for the Group 
theatre, of which he a part. Those 
scripts were leavened with humor, or 
at least had one amusing scene. Just 
two lines which followed each other 
were noticed as of the lighter vein in 
‘Clash.’ 

Play might have been called ‘Mur- 
der in a Projection Booth,’ which is 
the action at the finale. Jerry 
Wilenski, of Polish parentage, throt- 
tles Earl Pfeiffer, who has stolen the 
affections of his wife, Mae. Jerry and 
Earl were working on a WPA project 
and it was the torpid Jerry who sug- 
gested that his buddy take the spare 
room in the house. 

_ Fact that Mae is the mother of an 
infant of several months does not 
prevent her from falling for the 
boarder. They make no secret of 
their affair and plan to leave Jerry. 
That and some cheap boeze seem to 
key the lunkhead to homicide. The 
killing takes place in the projection 
booth, where Earl is working after 
getting back into the good graces .of 
the union. 

Occasionally a bell-buoy in the 
harbor is heard and there are fre- 
quent mentions of youngsters drown- 
ing when venturing into the water 
off the beach. There is a senile 
father of the husband, and an evil- 
minded uncle who adds nothing, but 
more grubbiness and certainly not 
much on the dramatic side. One 
scene is outside a cheap saloon on 
the island, where Mae and Jerry 
start stewing it up. 

Tallulah Bankhead, whose last 
Broadway appearance was a stellar 
performance in ‘The Little Foxes,’ 
plays Mae, but it is questionable 
whether she was the right choice. 
There are other name players. 
Joseph Schildkraut is Earl who falls 
in love with Mae. As he tells it, he 


had a wife who was a rotten egg and, 
although he takes 


another man’s 
mate, Schildkraut somehow towards 





was set up. est is in the John Latouche-Vernon 
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(Continued on page 50) 
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Shakespeare—Why Is He Wonderful? 





Columbia’s ‘Invitation to Learning’ Sunday (28) morning half-hour 
proadcast at 11:30 was devoted to an attempt to figure out ‘Hamlet.’ 
Including four, five and six-syllable words. 

Tossed around by Mark Van Doren, Margaret Webster, producer of 
‘Macbeth’ on Broadway this season, and Professor Longfellow Barr, 
But after all was said and done it 

didn't leave listeners much the wiser and possibly raised a doubt that 
the analysts themselves were gure of the answer to the question why 
‘Hamlet’ is pre-eminent as a play. First someone said it was strange 
that ‘Hamlet’ was esteemed so highly because he has so little action. 
This was countered with thought that for a man of weak and inde- 
cisive action he gets through more murders... «Suggestion was voiced 
that ‘Hamlet’ was crown of any English actor’s career because it was 
an easier part to play than many others, because it has more ‘modu- 
lation’ than the hard, driving, grinding role of ‘Macbeth’ for instance. 
This brought up question whether actors are lazy people and some 
talk that actors, like many members of the audience, read themselves 
into ‘Hamlet.’ Why do people and actors so readily identify them- 
selves with ‘Hamlet’? Well, maybe it’s the variety and range of the 
character’s emotions, his mobility, his stance on the stage, acutely 
aware of every other actor on the stage, his reaction to painful dis- 
covery of mankind’s corruptness. Maybe. And then, maybe not. ‘In- 
vitation to Learning’ didn’t give the answer and it is doubtful that it 
succeeded in stimulating much thought along those lines at 11:30 on 
In the excitement one of the conversationalists 
suddenly began talking in broad A’s, like Miss Webster. 
cidentally, has a book coming out soon called ‘Shakespeare Without 


Much learned talk, 


of St. John’s College, Annapolis. 


Sunday morning. 


Tears.’ 


Niles Welch announced in cultured tones that were in harmony. 


Latter, in- 








Equity Tables Agents Plan for Basic 
Agreements; Tantamount to Brushoff 








Proposal of legit casting agents for 
a basic agreement with Equity has 
been given the pitch by the latter. 
Being an association of actors, Equity 
is wary of contentions by agents and 
appears not to have changed its mind 
about declining to be tied down to 
any restrictions so far as casters are 
concerned. Some years ago, when 
the agents had a similar pian, the 
request for a working agreement was 
turned down. 

Recently the agents submitted a 
bulky document which was to have 
been the basic pact. Council listened 
to a report of its committee, which 
considered the proposal, and without 
much comment, or any recommenda- 
tions, the plan was ordered tabled. 
That-means an indefinite period will 
elapse before the subject is brought 
up again, if ever. 

Probably the provision in the pro- 
posed agreement that stymied the 
whole idea called for the agent to 
have the exclusive right to handle 
the actors on his list. That would 
mean that if a manager chose and 
engaged an actor direct the agent 
would collect commission without 
doing as much in behalf of the actor 
as a telephone call. Such a rule 
would stop the actor from getting cn 
engagement from another office, un- 
less a split or double commissions, 
which are not allowed. 

Casters have been asking Equity to 
make 19% commish ‘legal,’ but 
Equity says that if that were granted 
it might open up the way for the 
agent to get 15%. The agents say 
they can’t make a living if confined 
to 5% and Equity counters by say- 
ing that a considerable portion of its 


membership is hard put to get by the | 


year around, too. It also points out 
that the agents collect 10% right 
along for placing people in radio, 
night clubs and picture jobs which 
&re outside Equity’s ken, so business 
cannot be as bad as the casters claim. 
tter are required to file quarterly 
statements as to the earnings from 
stage placements, and while it is true 
that only a few show sizeable profits, 
it is assumed that commissions from 
engagements in the allied fields are 
considerable better. 
rauity had a 10% rule, but it ap- 
ogy only if the agent guaranteed 
€ actor 20 weeks per year. Few 
— made good in paying off when 
hey failed to supply the jobs and 
quity discontinued issuance of such 
os years ago. Only two agents 
ill possess the 10% permits, all 


Others having been revoked and no 
new ones issued. 








Harker Spy Meller NG 


In London Opening 


London, Dec. 30. 


ao That Man,” spy melodrama 


°€s not loom as likely boxoffice. 


Fe 4 has a comedy cockney role 
ton Cially written for Gordon Har- 
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opened at the Garrick Dec. 24, | 


LUNTS IN NEW PLAY 
DUE IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 380. 
Nixon theatre has a play booked 
for the week of Feb. 2, but all the 
management knows is that the Lunts 
are in it, and nothing else. Title’s a 
secret and so is the author; UBO 
merely informed Sam Nixon, man- 


ager of local legit spot, to hold that 
date open for the Lunts. Inquiries 
since have produced no additional 
information. 


Theatre has been informed that it 
will be told of other pertinent facts 
in plenty of time, other than that it 
must be content just with the simple 
statement that the Lunts will be 
here. Apparently a brand new play, 
one that probably came to their at- 
tention only recently, since Lunts 
had planned to tour most of the sea- 
son in ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
which closed suddenly couple of 
weeks ago when war dated subject 
material. 

Whatever it is, play will be sand- 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Lily of the Valley’ — Gilbert 





Miller. 
‘Solitaire’ — Dwight Deere 
Wiman. 
‘The Flowers of Virtue’ — 


Chery Crawford, Mare Connelly. 

‘Blithe Spirit’ (Chicago Co.)— 
John C. Wilson. 

‘The Smiling Visitor’ (San 
Francisco) — Katharine Cornell, 
Guthrie McClintic. 

‘Crown Cafe’ — Carly Wharton, 
Martin Gabel. 

‘Jason’—George Abbott. 

‘All in Favor’—Nugent, Mont- 
gomery, Duncan, 











wiched between Helen Hayes in 
‘Candle in the Wind’ and two-week | 
engagement of ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ | 





CANTOR IS NEW 


$4.40 SUNDAY 
CLICK 


Further proof that audiences for 
$4.40 shows can be attracted on Sun- 
day nights on Broadway was shown 
by the draw of ‘Banjo Eyes,’ which 


on its first sabbath performance (28) 
played to standee attendance at 
Warners Hollywood. ‘Sons O’ Fun,’ 
the first of the high-scaled musicals 
to play Sundays, has been selling 
out at the Winter Garden on those 
evenings and also playing matinees 
on the same day. 

Last season, when Sundays started 
in New York, the $4.40 musicals 
side-stepped such performances, it 
then being believed that sabbath 
performances indicated weakness. 
‘Sons’ promptly disproved that idea 
and ‘Banjo’ is backing it up. 

A number of well known profes- 
sionals were in the audience at 
‘Banjo’ Sunday evening and towards 
the end of the performance Eddie 
Cantor held a sort of soiree. He 
asked them to come to the stage and 





those complying were Gertrude 
Lawrence, Sophie Tucker, Dinah 
Shore and Danny Kaye. That type 


of audience participation has not 
been seen on Broadway for years. 


Another W.K.’s Daughter 
In Wiman’s ‘Solitaire’ 


—_—— 





Dwight Deere Wiman is going all- 
out this season for daughters of 
well-known fathers in his Broadway 
productions. Latest is Patricia Hitch- 
cock, daughter of film director Al- 
fred Hitchcock. She'll appear in 
John Van Druten’s ‘Solitaire,’ which 
Wiman is producing. 

Wiman has five daughters of w. 
k.s including his own, in his cur- 
rent ‘Letters to Lucerne.’ 


Than Expected: 





BROWN PAYS OFF BUT 
EQUITY NIXES LICENSE 


Chamberlain Brown has paid off 
his obligations to two summer stock 
theatre managers with whom he be- 
came involved, but the former ‘boy 
agent’ is still in the bad graces of 
Equity. The permit to conduct his 
legit castingggency was revoked and 
it is intimaied that the cancellation 
will stand indefinitely. If the agency 
again gets an okay from Eauity, the 
permit will probably be in the name 
of Brown’s brother, Lyman. Equity 
insists that the Brown office be con- 
ducted according to the rules and 
that a responsible management be 
installed. 

On Oct. 21, when charges against 
Brown were considered, the permit 
was revoked. Actual cancellation 





days during which he promised to 
pay the stock managers to whom he 
admitted he was under obligation. He 
was unable to raise the money, total- 
ing $382.50, within the time limit, 
however, and Nov. 26 he was ruled 
off. Fact that he finally did pay did 
not mitigate the tardiness. Conceded 
by Equity that there is considerable 
money owed Brown by actors, but 
the agent never pressed collection. 

When the permit system was 
started by Equity in 1928, a num- 
ber of agents protested, Brown not 
included, and he was given the num- 
ber one permit or license. 
ever, since 1932 he has been fre- 
quently in hot water with Equity 
and the council considered revoking 
his permit on several occasions, but 
it was stated that Equity officers 
‘remembering his past services to the 
theatre, exercised an extraordinary 
patience with him.’ 





Defer ‘Wittiest’ 


‘Bow To the Wittiest’ was aban- 
doned for the time being after being 
in rehearsal for more than a week. 
Play, which is supposed to have been 
inspired by Dorothy Parker, was 
written by Dorothy Day Wendell, 
and Helen G. Bonfils & George 
Somnes_ started production. Re- 
ported that the script was in need 
of considerable revision. Managers 
had counted on the author being on 
hand for that work, but she ap- 
parently was not in N. Y. 

Among those mentioned for the 
| cast were Ruth Chatterton and Elsa 


Maxwell. 
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was withheld for a period of 30. 


How-. 


Holiday Wk. Biz for N.Y. Legits Better 


31 Shows on List, 





But In-Betweeners Still Suffering 


+ 


| Outlook for the biggest week on 
highlighted by New 
Year’s, is much. better than expected 


in face of the war. However, unless 
business jumps for the legit in-be- 
tweeners there will be a flock of 
closings at the end of this week. 
Only three shows are definitely an- 
nounced to exit, but double that 
number may fold, while another trio 
will wind up within the next two 
weeks. 

Checkup of hotels Monday (29) in- 
dicated that the overdue influx of 
visitors was on. Previously the per- 
centage of room occupancy was away 
under normal, but the scare over 
possible bombing of New York is 
passing. 

With the arrival of five new shows 
last week and three this week, 
Broadway hits a peak of 31 legiters, 
heaviest list in years. With the an- 
ticipated closings the total will be 
certain to drop, even though the 
four-week period starting next Mon- 
day (5) will see at least 10 additional 
entrants. Managers are watching the 
boxoffice closely after a number of 
shows were forced into operating 
red, brought about by the attack on 
Hawaii rather than the pre-holiday 
decline. 


‘Banjo’, Contender 


Business during Christmas week 
witnessed some increases, mostly by 
virtue of extra matinees, but shows 
which had been sliding got no bene- 
fit from the holiday trade, such 
grosses dropping further in some in- 
stances. Producers of new shows 
which did not click blamed it upon 
general conditions, yet the leaders 
continued to grab big money. 

Christmas week arrivals were gen- 
erally under average, the one stand- 
out being ‘Banjo Eyes,’ Warners’ 
Hollywood, which is rated a con- 
tender for top gross honors. ‘Banjo’ 
can gross $38,000 and may do so, 
judged from the takings for the first 
four performances (opened Christ- 
mas, 25). ‘Pie in the Sky’ was the 
first casualty on the holiday card, 
stopping Saturday (27) at the Play- 
house after being thumbed-down alt 
around, 

‘Lucerne,’ ‘Brooklyn’ N.G. B.O. 

‘Letters to Lucerne’ drew a fair 
press, but businéss at the Cort was 
light, estimated around $5,000 in 
seven performances. Fact that it is 
a war play may hurt its chances. 
‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.,’ at the Forrest, 
got a fairly good press too, but busi- 
ness was about the same level. ‘Clash 
by Night,’ at the Belasco, drew mixed 


Broadway, 





| notices after Saturday’s (27) pre- 
| miere, while ‘In Time to Come,’ 
which bowed in the following night 
| at the Mansfield, won critical respect 
| but staying chances not indicated. 
| Definite closings this week are “The 
| Wookey,’ Plymouth, particularly 
affected by the war; ‘The Land Is 
| Bright,’ which never got real money 
| at the Musix Box, and ‘Panama 


Hattie’ which terminates a fine run 
lat the 46th Street. Among others 
| slated to slide at the end of the week 
| is ‘Sunny River,’ which dived away 
| down at the St. James. 
| The other two shows opening this 
| week are ‘Lady Comes Across,’ 44th 
Street, and ‘The First Crocus,’ Long- 
acre, both due Friday (2). 


‘NEW TRY TO UNIONIZE 


CHAUFFEURS OF STARS 


| New attempts are being made to 
make the chauffeurs of Broadway 
|stars join the Private Chauffeurs 
;}union by means of high-pressuring. 
|David Blond, secretary-treasurer of 
| the union which has an office on 
| East 83rd street, is reported having 
approached name players and to 
jhave stated that, unless the drivers 
| joined, theatres in which they are 
|appearing will be picketed. 

| First attempt to force such drivers 
to join the union was noticed last 
spring, when the Shubert theaure was 
| picketed. That followed the refusal 
|of Katharine Cornell’s driver to join 
the outfit. Star, who was appear- 
{ing in “The Woctor’s Dilemma,’ paid 
|no attention to the union agent and 
after several days the picket dis- 
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Plays Out of Town 





JOHNNY ON A SPOT 


Bosion, Dec. 25. 





Comedy itn three acts by Charles Mac- 
Arthur, from the story by David Peltz and 
George A. Hendon, Jr adapted by Parke 
Levy and Alan Lipscott; directed by Mac- 
Arthur; setting by Frederick Fox; pre- 
sented by John Shubert at Plymouth, 
Boston, Dec. 25, ’41; $2.75 top. 
CaAMeraMaN eeceeserccceoes Jack Brainard 
McC )ure ....-Arthur Marlowe 
Danny .. ode Gate Cena William Foran 
Ben Kusick... Paul Huber 
Creemet ...cccceesssccscsecnaton’ Bickert 
Julie Glynn.........-+.+---- maith Atwater 
Heeler ...0--0e imereinet ones Tom Morrison | 
Doc BIOsS0M ...c02ss cccccccvcecss Will Geer 
Nicky ABER. .cccccccccccsess Keenan Wynn 
Belem oc crccecivirrscecse Jack McCauiey 
Barbars Webster...... Florence Sundstrom 
EMO oon iebc bs ceeve Cee veves Olverter Polk 
Colonel Wigmore........... Mitchell Harris 
Mayor Lovett......cccccsecss Charles Olcott 
Pepi PREARA...ccesccescccuvcecss Tito Vuolo 
Pearl Lamonte.........00.+.- Pennie Moore 
Judge Webster.....0.++eess Toseph Sweeney 
Chronicle Reporter......... Richard Karlan 
Chronicle Cameraman...... Burton Mallory 
Chief ef Police. .....0<. G. Swayne Cordon 
Ser: cant State Troopers..... John O'Malley 
TR, wick cerns Venswened Harry Meehan 
SPUN 4cndigaes cade naeens>s Ben Roberts 
BOD 4:64 665495 eieeaes wens Garnay Wilsen | 

Phil Sheridan 


Captain State Troopers....... 


‘Johnny’ is a frisky, funny comedy 
and it’s a good specimen of Charles 
MacArthur’s rewriting. It should en- 
joy a nice little run on Broadway, 
but the inherent detriment that it 
deals with, outrageous political shen- 
anigans in the south, will probably 
limit the ticket sale. Last season 
‘Off the Record’ tried out and fizzled 
in Baltimore. MacArthur has since 
doctored the piece originally written 
by George A. Hendon, Jr. and David 
Peltz and adapted bv Parke Levy 
and Alan Lips:ott. 

In his remarkable surgery, Mac- 
Arthur has used the old, trustworthy 
tools of his famous ‘Front Page’ job. 
So ‘Johnny’ has plenty of zip and a 
bright cloak of chuckle and belly- 
laugh material, threaded with rugged 
dialog, snappy banter and swift gags. 
At the tail-end of the Prohibition 
era smart and crooked politicians 
were laughed at. Today they’re not 
sO amusing to the public, and there- 


fore the story of ‘Johnny’ is no 
socko premise for a play. 
The climactic situation of the 


comedy is a wow. The loyal secre- 
tary and right arm of a drunken 
governor of an undisclosed southern 
state covers up the sudden death of 
his boss on election eve and bam- 
boozles the public and his political 
enemies until the votes are counted 
and the dead man is elected to the 
United States Senate. Keenan Wynn, 
as the guy who engineers this fraud, 
delivers the best performance of his 
brief, but promising career. 

Even the playwrights must have 
been stumped for days by the situa- 
tion, for the governor (who never 
appears) dies from acute alcoholism 
in the bordello of the town’s leading 
madam. And he dies aj few minutes 
before he’s due to make his final and 
most important radio address of the 
campaign, Nicky Allen (Wynn) 
dusts off a transcription of a sure- 
fire speech by the governor, re- 
served for an emergency of less 
startling proportions, and the dead 
man comes through, by remote pick- 
up from the state house, and saves 
the election. That’s a mere detail. 
though, because a crusading news- 
parer publisher has dug up a $5,000,- 
000 scandak meanwhile, and the 
loyal gubernatorial cohorts have to 
figure out a way to transplant the 
corpse from sporting house to state 
house. 

With many exciting complications 


and despite assorted threats to 
Nicky’s daring follow-through, the 
deed is done finally, and Nicky 


squares himself and evades jail by 
taking the publisher into his confi- 
dence. The commissioner of public 
health, who has just been elected 
governor against his wishes, appoints 
the mayor (a political enemy) as 
substitute senator; and Nicky leaves 
town with his sweetie (Edith At- 
waiter), 


The large and energetic cast, who | 


mv:t have passed extensive road 
tests to withstand the whizzbang 
direction of MacArthur, delivers the 
goods in all directionc. k-enan 
Wynn is onstage practically all the 
time and sustains commendable speed 
and vigor without missing a beat. Will 
Geer rounds out a swell character 
role as the dusty, bird-loving com- 
missioner of public health who keeps 
his head above water in the whirl- 
pool of politics. Miss Atwater is a 
secretary again, and a good one— 
mixing business with pleasure and 
winning her man from the clutcnes 
of a warm-blooded, impetuous south- 
ern gal who also knows the ropes. 
In the latter role Florence Sund- 
strom comes through with a pleasing 
performance. Paul Huber.as the com- 
missicner of public works and Joseph 
Sweeney as a palm-itching judge are 
both convincing as conniving crooks. 
Tito Vuolo, cast as a go-through 
henchman and errand-boy with an 
Italian accent, has two opportunities 
to make an impression, and his score 
is perfect. Dennie Moore, as the 
madam, and Mitchell Harris, enact- 
ing the publisher, also rate special 
nods. A trained cockatoo, stealing 
scenes in the first act, keeps the ac- 
tors guessing with its ad-lib antics. 
Frederick Fox’s single sei of a 
governor’s office should be pre- 


|ters involved don’t lend themselves 


; served, for it is authentic enough to 
| replace any Governor’s office that 
|might be bombed out on the east or 


west coast. Fox. 


THE FIRST CROCUS 


Baltimore, Dec. 23. 
Comedy drama in three acts by Arnold 
Sundgaard: presented by T. Edward Ham- 
bleton; directed by Halsted Welles; settings 
by Johannes Larsen; at the Maryland The- 


Jack Parsons 
Clarence Nordstrom | 
Joan Croydon | 


Jehn Henson 
Trygve Knutsen 
Miss Encebretsen 


|atre, Baltimore, Dec. 28, °41; $2.20 top. 
Henartk Joriatund....cepececs Edwin Philips | 
Inga Jorislund......... .+.»-Martha Hedman | 
| Avis Jorislund...........Barbara Engelhart 
| Milford Jorislund.....seeees: Eugene Schiel | 
i Lars Hilieboe....... ceubemtaene Lewis Martin | 
|} Ansgar Jorislvnd......ccsees Herbert Nelson | 
mov Oe Hugo Haas 
Violet Melby... ..ccccceeses Jocelyn Brando | 





Mrs. Jens Oppedal......... Elizabeth Moore | 
| Alfred Oppedal.......-+++++++- Harry Mauli | 
Sievald Pickett Nordahl.... Robert Pastene 
|} Paul Johnson........+60. Charles Furcolowe 
| Richard Johnson...... eveseede Milton Karol 
| Bedghild Jensen....ceecerees !Connie Maull 

Muriel Fevold......se+0.- Josephine McKim 

| 
Talky play wrapped around, a | 
Scandinavian settlement near St. | 


Paul shows some intelligent writing 
and characterization, but lacks move- 
ment and dramatic action. Charac- 


to theatric development, with the re- 

| sultant three acts by Arnold Sund- 
| gaard giving the impression of a leis- 
urely novel. As proj here, ‘The 
First Crocus’ has very little to rec- 
ommend it for its pending Broad- 
way entry. ; 

Story deals with a Norwegian fam- 
ily dominated by a rather unpleasant 
matriarch with a martyr complex 
and a consuming yen to shape the 
destinities of her brood. The father 
has been browbeaten into a figure of 
abject submission and fear compul- 
sions; the daughter’s educational and 
romantic experiences have been 
meddled with to the breaking point; 
one son is proceeding with his plans 
for the future because of a self-cen- 
tered drive which excludes the fam- 
‘ily resistence, and another son, 
| caught in the midst of adolescent un- 


| sees 
] 
| 


| take her intense interest in them for 


|T'rsr a Parrott, et al. 





| certainty, manages to rise above the 


crisis presented by the predominat- 
ine story thread. ; 

This basic theme has to do with 
an old-country tradition of finding 
the first crocus which heralds the 
coming of spring. This honor has 
been accomplished by the two older 
children, and much store is put into 
the successful carrying-on of this 
| family honor by the youngest mem- 
|ber. Overawed by the stress laid 

upen this victory by the mother, the 

| lad resorts to trickery which is pub- 
| licly laid bare during the celebration 
| staged in his honor. This, and some 
off-shooting angles which include a 
broken romance, the appropriation 
of some petty funds and a psychia- 
tric sequence wrapped round an old 
coat, makes for the play. 

Direction hasn’t helped a bit. Con- 
siderable pruning and swifter cli- 
| maxes might have been injected by 
'a knowing hand, but even then 
there’s not enough on tap to get any- 
where. 

Martha Hedman makes a comeback 
in the role of the domineering | 
| mother. 
| part to reveal any of the greatness 
that may have previously been hers. 
Herbert Nelson handles the father 
for what’s worth, and Edwin Phillips, 
as the self-centered son, and Barbara 
| Encelhart, as the daughter, rise above 
|the script. Good characterizations 

are turned in by Hugo Haas, as a 
{ neishborins Swede thrown in witha 
raft of Norwegians, and Eugene 











who brings the family circle to the 
climax which is responsible for the 
play. 


Settings are okay. Burm. 











| 
j 
| 


j 


time in her pose as an authority on 
many, varied subjects. 

She is so busy with these transient 
interests that her 
her 
write her letters or see one of her 
secretaries for an appointment. She 
likes to meddle a bit and make 
matches for younger people, and is 
not hesitant about letting men mis- | 
flirtation. Her husband is a writer, 
too, and a pretty good egg, and he 
flies the coop for a trip to Trinidad | 
where Sheila has diverced her other | 
two mates. But he returns to the | 
old routine after she vamps him with | 
some fluffy, feminine acting and a 
phoney story of her childhood, which 
she lifts from one of her new inter- 
esits—a writer for a poultry journal. 

It's understood that the authors 
were aiming at a composite carica- 
ture of such successful ladies as 

lare Booth, Dorothy Thompson, 
While it’s dif- 
ficult for a casual observer to say 
were one leaves off and the other 
takes over, it might be recorded that 
Alexander King, who did most of the 
writing, was formerly employed as 
an editor of Life. There are some 
bright lines, but the whole effort 
adds 1» to a jerky, muddled mixture 
of riffle. 

Miss Gordon and the supporting 
company rate praise for working 
bard on the material presented them. 
Among them are Frederic Worlock, 
as the husband; Kay Strozzi, in a 
minor role of a jealous wife; Nicholas 
Joy, as an understanding friend of 
the family; Lloyd Gough, as a bitter 
young man, and Marjorie Pell, as a 
sweet, rather bewildered gal. Harold 
Weldrige and Lyle Bettger get atten- 
tion in minor roles. 

Donald Oenslager, one of the old 
relipble scenic designers, has the last 
leuch, though. He has turned out a 
women’s bed-sitting room sect that 
coms the tawdry plement woe Yo 
associtted with the covering for a 
box of 29c chocolates. Fox. 


TO LIVE AGAIN 


Los Anveles, Dec. 30. 
Drama in three acts by Myron C. Fagan. 





Sters Ian Keith; directe*, produced and 
presented by Fagan at Belasco, L. A | 
Dec, 20, ‘41. 

Crest: Ian Keith, Kulie Bishop, Charles ,; 
Waldron, Ernest Wyatt, Richard Hern, | 
Josephine Gilbert, Irving Mitchell. Tom | 
Seidel, Don Porter, Lynn Swann, Michael | 
Jeffrey, Don Kirke, Richard Ahern, Forbes | 
Murray, Michael Vallon, Alfred Hall, Irene 
Shirley, Grandon Rhodes, John Vosper. | 


Leslie Thomas, Lyle Clement, 


| een 
| | 
| 


i the 
| labor boss faces his maker and finds | 


Unfortunately it is not the | 





Schiel, a standout as the youngster | 


Myron Fagan makes his bow as a 
Coast legit author-producer-pre- 
senter with a three-act drama ‘To | 
Live Again,’ which relighted the | 
long-shuttered Belasco theatre last | 
night (Monday). The play is 
crammed with surefire theatric de- 
vices and takes off lustily in the first 
act with all manner of mayhem. | 





The piece goes out of this world in | 
epilog, when a racketeering 


scorn for him. 


Subject matter is topical in| 
severely arraigning labor hoodlums, | 
with Willie Bioff, George Browne | 
and ‘their ilk dragged in for un- 
complimentary mention. The play 
savors of melodrama and is briskly 
paced. Ian Keith, in the starring 
role, gives a full-bodied performance 
and was a good choice for the part 
of the labor czar with his scowl an 
bushy eyebrows not unmindful of 
John L. Lewis. The parallel was 
made so patent it was easily dis- 
cernible tc the audience. 

Julie Bishop, borrowed from pic- 
tures, has looks and talent and 
makes the femme lead a standout 
character. Charles Waldron is capital 
as the preacher who tries to lead 
| Keith out of his Godless path. 

Solid support is given the leads by 


his earthly friends held nothing but | 





| 





Ernest Wyatt, Richard Hern, 
Josephine Gilbert, Irving Mitchell, 
Tom Seidel, Don Porter, Lynn 


| Swann, Michael Jeffrey, Don Kirke, 
|Richard Ahern, Forbes Murray, 


husband-writer | 
infrequently and has to} 





Huston, Settings by Harry Horner, cos- 
tumes by John Koenig. Staged and pre- 
— ~. > an ee at Mansfield 
| theatre, N,. - Dec. 28, °'41; $38. 

($4.40 opening). a 
Woodrow Wilson........... Richard Gai 
Edith Bolling Wilson...... Nedda heastine 
Capt. Stanley.........4. Randolph. Preston 
| SE aap > William Harrigan 
SE. MENON nok e-nehe'e. 64:00 oc Russell Collins 
Judge Brandeis..... --»..-Barnard Randal! 
ee Fee Ove sehna s James Gregory 
Terry 00000068 06 v0 --.-.Hareld J, Kennedy 
Smith csendenesecscédeadtme Philip Coolidge 
Price pebdetewéeéoee eoeeeeees+KEdgar Mason 
Gordon bibte eee seeded $6006 ome Robert Gray 
Dr. Cary Grayson,..........Alexander Clark 
Henry White.......... eceeex John M. Kline 
Prof. Seymour.........00. -.Maurice Burke 
eNO ORIBMEG. 66 ccisccecce Vincenzo Rocco 
Signor Martino....... +++-Joseph Quaranto 
SE, On oh'svkbcescecset Arnold Korff 


| to Come,’ which Otto Preminger has 


| ficult to dramatize, the authors had 


|to express in theatrical terms. 


| in April, 








Plays on Broadway | 





CLASH BY NIGHT 





the end makes his affection for her 
seem genuine. Lee J. Cobb gets 
something out of Jerry, but not much 
in audience sympathy. Katherine 
Locke is a friend who can’t make up 
her mind to marry her young man, 
one of the play’s clean characters. 
In the past several seasons Odets 
hasn't been racy in his plays. The 
latest can hardly be rated with his 
earlier, more flinty works. Several 
managers had the script and seem to 
have been lucky in stepping aside, 
for, despite promising business 
drawn by ‘Clash’ in one or two spots 
out of town, its chances on Broad- 
way seem doubtful. Ibee, 


IN TIME TO COME 


Drama in prolog and seven scenes (one 
intermission), by Howard Koch and John 













NER 


. -.-Rene Roberti 
Clemenceau 


bEdSOe» sae Guy Sorel 
+++eeess.Harold Young 
poeenbsetaee te House Jameson 





President Wilson's inspired, tragic 
fight for a League of Nations gets 
respectful, dignified, but stubbornly 
untheatrical treatment in Howard 
Koch’s and John Huston’s ‘In Time | 


Staged and produced. 
undeniable timeliness of the subject 
matter, the play remains somehow 
negative and unsatisfying. It’s a sin- 
cere, worthy effort, but appears to 
have only an outside chance of box- 
office success. 

‘In Time to Come’ is essentially a 
drama about a political concept, an 
ideal only now, more than 20 years 
later, becoming acceptable. Since 
ideas and ideals are notoriously dif- 


Despite the 


a brutal assignment. And because 
the play to a slightly lesser degree is 
the story of Woodrow Wilson, it is a 
Story of failure, and thus also tough 
authors Koch and Huston have a 
pled the stage with seemingly 
authentic characters and included a 
number of vital incidents, yet their 
play runs downhill. It is admirable 
and at times even interesting, but 
rarely inspiring and never emotion- 
ally gripping. 

Opening provocatively, in a prolog 
of Wilson’s war message to Congress 
D 1917, the drama takes the 
President from confident idealism 
through seven rather talky scenes to 
pitiful disillusionment and fatally | 
Shattered health. It is a pathetic | 
story of how Wilson’s petty personal 
weaknesses, combined with the 
cynicism and greed of the Old World 
statesmen and the political ambition 
and lack of vision of members of 
Congress, prevented realization of a 
vision intended to prevent the very 
kind of war now engulfing the world 
Unfortunately, all this remains re. 
ge niece and unexciting on 

Preminger’s staging seem e 
on the stiffness of eihe whey ans 
sroupings appear rigid and picture- 
ish, and the performance in general 





|} Michael Vallon, Alfred Hall, Irene 

Shirley, Grandon Rhoces, John 
‘PORTRAIT OF A LADY $hi¥e. Grandon” Rhoces, John 
i _ 

Comedy in three acts by Alexander King | Clement. 

j}and Chester Erskin, presented by Aldrich | Play has a chance for pictures, 
|and Myers in association with Hughes and pe r likely » lhle tena Yaak 

Swing, directed by Mr. Erskin, with Ruth but hardly likely for bi , time legit. 

Gorden starred; setting by Donald Oen- Possibly with addition of more 

slager, at Majestic, Boston, Dec. 27, 41; | comedy to leaven the sombre pas- 
| $2.75 top | sages it would be more palatable to 
| Sheila Wyatt Munson..,,...... Ruth Gordon | showgoers. be 

Py ere ...--Eloise Sheldon Taganta « s *. staiaiial 
L Rares BROWS... .< 4 s0000 2 Ruth Thane McDevitt | _ Fagan’s staging is expert and the 
SC CORPO, 6:0.00644046004,008 Jean Mann | Sets are well mounted. If this one 
| James Munson....... @...Frederic Worlock | makes any kind of a run downtown 
PID OGRE. nox is ccbauenns taser Rose Quong | jt is Fagan’s plan to keep the 
| Stanle 3orden, .LJoy Gouge . 

Saattons a cimat haces Mevtorie Bell Belasco tenanted with other plays of 
| Cory Berger.... .Nicholas Joy his authorship. But if he can make 
oO Re A. J. Herbert |a go of it at this downtown site he 
| Phyilis Jewell..... ....-Kay Strozzi | wij] ave succeez , 
| Jane Bitch... scvecesseccsces Mary Sargent eeded where a 
Martin Furbank.,........Harold Waldrige 
Caradoc Lowell...... e+eeee-Morgan Farley 
Frederick Jewell...........Austin Fairman 
George Willoughby............Lyle Bettger 
PEPOGHIIAN.. . cncneocecesosed Edwin Gordon 





Thumbnail sketch of ‘Portrait’: 
that was no lady——. Its commercial 
| value: about the same as Japanese 
merchandise in San Francisco. 

Ruth Gordon is cast as Sheila 
Wyatt Munson, a prolific writer and 
radio gabber, who picks up and 
drops interests like a poker player 
examining each new hand. Sheila 
also finds people interesting for brief 
periods and drops them after she has 
gleaned some smattering of their 
knewledge or experience which she 
can lift and blend into a book or 
radio speech; and through it all she 
| fools most of the people most of the 





others have failed. Helm. 





La Antorclfa De Cantinflas 


Mexico City, Dec. 14. 

Revue in two acts by Francisco Benitez; 
music, Federico Ruiz; presented by Ramon 
Reachi and ‘Cantinflas’ (Mario Moreno): 
stased by Daniel Herrera; settings, Gal- 
van, costumes, Paquita; features ‘Can- 
tinflas,’ Daniel Herrera, Merriel Abbott 
| Dancers with Valerie Thon, Margarita 
Mora, Paquita de Ronda, Chelo Gomez, 
Tanner Sisters and the Hernandez Bres. 
At Follies Bergere, Mexico City. 





The historic Follies Bergeres has 
come back after some rough going 
and has been definitely raised to 
front-line status from its old neigh- 
borhood ranking by ‘Cantinflas’ 
(Mario Moreno) Mexico's ace tramp 


(Continued on page 52) 





\lacks pacing. 
| tings look cluttered and theatri 

2 -atrical, 
|Tather than dramatic, and they - 


; Space. 
|} authentic 
| lighting 
bs ae mae for various sound ef- 
jtects is an excellent ide 

idea, but bad] 
| executed. wine 
ining to be 
|use of sound. 
to hire 


| performances in 


Harry Horner’s set- 


parently offer insufficient playing 





John Koenig’s costumes seem 
_and are decorative, but the | 
Is unevenly effective. Use 


Apparently legit is begin- 

aware of radio’s expert | 
but hasn’t yet learned 
5 radio-trained sound tech- 
nicians, 

With few exceptions, the individual 
= ‘Time’ are haltered 
y the inertia of the script. Richard 
Gaines, who drew Broadway atten- 
tion when he replaced Raymond 
Massey in ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 
looks reasonably plausible as Wilson. 
But his playing is merely capable 
not stirring. As Mrs. Wilson, Nedda 
Harrigan has warmth and sympathy 
that doesn’t seem inherent in the 
part, but it adds appeal to the play. 
And William Harrigan, as Wilson's 
doggedly devoted Secretary, Joe 
Tumulty, impresses in the show’s 
Only infectious scenes, two or three 
—— r = final scene. 

usse Ollins is a rather sta 
Col. House; Bernard Pandall aged 
lifelike Brandeis, and Arnold Korff 
brings notable distinction to the 
small part of a French diplomat. 
Among the other historical figures, 
Alexander Clark is a convincing Dr. 
Cary Grayson; Vincenzo Rocco is 








somewhat musical comedy as Signor 
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Orlando; Guy Sorel is rather ob- 


viously mumming as Clemenceau; 


Harold Young is a palpably white_ 
washed (for present-day alliances) 
Lloyd George, and House Jameson js 
a properly aggressive Senator Lodge, 


Hobe. 
LETTERS TO LUCERNE 
Drama in three acts (five scenes). by 


Frits Rotter and Allen Vincent; staged by 
John Baird; settings by Raymond Sovey 
Presented by Dwight Deere Wiman, at Cort 
theatre, N. Y., Dec. 23, ‘41; $3.30 top 


Olga Kirinski.............Somya Stokowski 


GORI Ds 2 6c 00 c0eees tees ine Alfred A. Hesse 
Erna Schmidt............... Grete Mosheim 
Gretchen Linder.....Beatrice de Neergsard 
Bees BoteaMtat ..<ooc0sccsccccvccess Carl Gose 
I cop 0 oc cco s sececcctsens Lilie Skala 
Mrs. Hunter.......... Katherine Alexander 
Bingo Hill..............-.....Nancy Wiman 
Petice Remolr. ..ccccecess Mary Barthelmess 
Sally Jatkson...... ee ecocvees Phyllis Avery 
Marten Curwooed........00..... Faith Brook 
PRION n a ca8400400000060"86% Kenneth Bates 
TEODIEE . co Feccccssscccces Harold Dyrenforth 


Although the idea of their play 
seems promising, co-authors Fritz 
Rotter and Allen Vincent have failed 
to dramatize it. “Letters to Lucerne’ 
is therefore an exasperatingly obtuse 
show, with a theme that suggests 


imminent action and excitement, but 
almost invariably remains undevel- 
oped and static. Except for an im- 
pressive individual performance that 
should establish Grete Mosheim, for- 
merly of the Berlin stage, among the 
Broadway actresses of distinction, the 
play offers little. 

‘Letters to Lucerne’ aroused con- 
siderable advance interest, chiefly 
because publicity-wise producer 
Dwight Deere Wiman cast the daugh- 
ters of five noted men in ingenue 
parts. They are Sonya Stokowski, 
daughter of Leopold Stokowski; 
Nancy Wiman, the producer's own 
daughter; Mary Barthelmess, daugh- 
ter of film actor Richard Barthel- 
mess; Phyllis Avery, daughter of 
screen writer Stephen Morehouse 
Avery, and Faith Brook, daughter of 
film actor Clive Brook. Miss Wiman 
and Miss Avery appeared in last sea- 
son’s revival of ‘Charley's Aunt,’ but 
for the others it is their Broadway 
debut. 

Despite producer Wiman’s protes- 
tations, the publicity value of the 
young actresses’ names appears to 
be the reason for their being cast. 
Certainly it was no drawback. And 
while the publicity will undoubtedly 
help the play at the boxoffice, its ef- 
fect is likely to be brief and, in the 
last analysis, to be outweighed by 
the quintet’s lack of experience and 
ability. Though a strong play might 
survive inadequate performances in 
five principal parts, in the case of 
such a dubious effort as ‘Letters to 
Lucerne’ the result is fatal. 

Locale of the play is a Swiss board- 
ing school at the outbreak of the 
present war. Alihough the head- 
mistress is determined to keep the 
girls free of the hostilities, the 
school’s traditional practice of the 
students reading their letters aloud 
in the dormitory before retiring at 
night presently embroils them in the 
hatreds of their native countries. 
These under-written early scenes 
might have been animated by skill- 
ful, authoritative playing, but in the 
inept hands of the five inexnerienced 
ingenues, they remain stilted and un- 
resolved. 

Only in the final moments of the 
last act, in a vigorously written scerie 
toward which Miss Mosheim’s per- 
formance steadily builds through the 
entire play, does the drama come to 
life. As she reads the letter from 
her mother in Germany—a letter 
smuggled past the Nazi censors and 
telling of the death of the girl’s idol- 
ized brother and the horror and 
despair gripping her beloved home- 
land— the blonde, plain - looking 
young actress projects an overpow- 
ering picture of constricted personal 
tragedy. With only a suggestion of 
outward emotion to indicate her in- 
Gisaster, Miss Mosheim’s voice 
seems always on the point of break- 
ing, but never breaks. It is a mag- 
nifftently played, irresistibly moving 


scene, which for once during the 
opening night performance stilled 


the coughing of the fashionable, dis- 
courteous audience. ; 

Although all five of the name in- 
genues obviously lack the profes- 
sional skill that comes only from 
seasoning, one or two reveal occa- 
sional glimmers of promise. Miss 
Avery is a pert young lady lacking 
only variation and a sense of pacing 
to become a deft comedienne. Miss 
Bartnelmess is also a looker, with 
attractive animation and forthright 
attack. Miss Brook, though English, 
somehow doesn’t suggest the British 
character she is supposed to be play- 
ing. She and Miss Stokowski are 
also manifestly ill-at-ease and stiff. 
Miss Wiman, with some of the play's 
more effective lines. likewise seems 
rigid and expressionless. 

Katherine Alexander, returning to 
Broadway after some years in pic- 
tures, is direct and believable as the 
harried headmistress of the school, 
while Beatrice de Neergaard is con- 
vincingly self-possessed as an in- 
structress. and Alfred A. Hesse, Carl 
Gose, Lilia Skala and Kenneth Bates 
are plausible in smaller supporting 
parts, Hobe. 
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STILL THE TOP!! 


“Greetings, Eddie! Eddie Cantor, 
that is. Mr. Cantor has decided to 
return to the stage in ‘Banjo-Eyes,’ 
which opened at the Hollywood last 
evening. This is one of the best de- 
cisions he has decided for some time 
for Mr. Cantor is a very funny fel- 
low, indeed, and ‘Banjo-Eyes’ is just 
the sort of Broadway show to stretch 
around him. <Any changes there 
may he in his personality are also 
for the better. 
roarious. 


Mr. Cantor is up- 
‘Banjo-Eyes’ believes in 
humor quite far down in the dia- 
phram. Cantor is an excellent man 
for ad laugh, song and good time in 
It is good to make Mr. 
Cantor's acquaintance again over 
the footlights. 
vidualized song-man and buffoon.” 


..- BROOKS ATKINSON, 
N.Y. Times. 


general. 


He is a highly indi- 


“Lavish musical. Christmas gift 
for Mr. Cantor's admirers, a select 
group numbering hundreds of thou- 
sands and including this reviewer. 
Mr. Cantor ought to be enough to 
satisfy anybody and, come to think 
of it, I guess he is.” 


. »» RICHARD LOCKRIDGE, 
N.Y. Sun. 


2 ie 


Banjo-Eyes’ brings Eddie Can- 
tor back to grateful friends. In 
blackface Mr. Cantor revives the old 
songs. These are happy reminders 
for the Cantor crowd, -and Eddie is 
as lively doing them as he was a 
dozen years ago.” 

... BURNS MANTLE, 

N.Y. Daily News. 


“Eddie Cantor -has come back 
after all these years, his eyes a-pop- 
pin’ and his bounce as bright as 
ever to preside over an opulent 
musical. There was all the affec- 
tionate and, warming applause that 
has a special sound when Broad- 
way puts its heart in its hands. As 
one of the great personalities that 
surrounded Ziegfeld, Mr. Cantor was 
a national institution long before he 
went into the movies or on the air. 
No one else could touch the happy 
impishness of the littke man whose 
wild eyes roamed around their 
sockets like a pair of lost marbles 
and became the trademark of an 
authentic comedian and a perennial 
favorite. To say that Mr. Cantor is 


as good as ever is to say that he is 
still the top. ‘Banjo-Eyes’ is a lovely 
and spectacular show. The fact that 
he has returned is all to the good.” 


. »» JOHN ANDERSON, 
N.Y. Journal-American. 





“Eddie Cantor is back again in 
musical comedy where he belongs. 
‘Banjo-Eyes’ brings back to us one 
of the distinguished performers of 
the 
serves to.remind us of something 
which ‘his activities on screen and 
wireless may have tended to ob- 
scure — that Eddie Cantor is in the 


great tradition.” 
..» RICHARD WATTS, JR., 
Herald Tribune. 


musical comedy stage amd 


“The eyes still pop and the feet 
still work their way with remarkable 


speed and nimbleness. The crowd 
loved it.” 
..« LOUIS KRONENBERGER, 
P.M. 


} 





JOHN ANDERSON 
N.Y. Journal-American 


“Eddie Cantor remains a remark- 
able™performer. He still claps his 
hands with the old alacrity and 
stalks innuendoes with his accus- 
tomed frankness. His body is lithe, 
agile and frenetic; his spirii is gay; 
and it is good to have him back.” 

... JOHN MASON BROWN, 
N.Y. World-Telegram. 


“It is Cantor’s show, and very 
amusing he is from start to finish. 
His drunk scene in the hotel bar is 
particularly hilarious. When he be- 
gins the familiar Cantor routine, 
sprinting along close to the foot- 
lights, vibrating with energy and 
good spirits, the audience is re- 
minded of the old Ziegfeld days.” 

... WILELLA WALDORF, 


ey 


WARNER BROS. 






HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


New York City 
NOW 


“The first nighters cheered Eddie 
when he brought his amazingly 
vital, electric style to the fresh ma- 
terial and blistered their palms 
when he slapped on the well-known 
blackface makeup and trotted out 
his hits of the past. A gay, tuneful 
and opulent musical comedy. It's 
a handsome gift to Manhattan's 
playgoers and they should embrace 


ii gratefully. Cantor is terrific. The : 


show girls and dancers are lovely 
and accomplished, in the best ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies’ tradition. You won't 
find a more effective eye tonic the 
length of Manhattan’s Main Street. 
‘Banjo-Eyes’ is a best bet for the 
Broadway entertainment sweep- 
stake. Weather clear, track fast 
and Cantor up. Could you ask for 
anything more?” 
. » » ROBERT COLEMAN, 
Mirror. 
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‘Banjo, $20,000 in 4 Shows, Looks 


New Bway Click: 


‘Junior’ New Drama Topper, 19G x2: S808 s 


Christmas week card of openings 
was none too promising. ‘Banjo 
Eves’ was the standout and should be 
with the musical leaders. ‘Junior 
Miss’ went into leadership of the 
straight plays, nine performances 
counting. Biggest money Jump was 
registered by ‘It Happens on Ice. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musiftal), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (3d week) 
(D-789: $3.30). With an extra mat- 
inee the count went to $12,000; while 
that is under capacity, it’s strong 


business for one-setter in small 
house. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(50th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Until 


the war came this run show, nearing 
year’s stay, was virtual capacity; 
picked up to $14,000, which is plenty 
okay; no added matinee. 

‘Banjo fEyes,’ Hollywood (lst 
week) (M-1,563; $4.40). Drew good 
press with exuberant plaudits on re- 
turn of Eddie Cantor; opened Christ- 
mas night with indications that it 
will be with musical leaders; topped 
$20,000 in first four performances; 
can get $38,000 on week, 


‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(13th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Gross 
topped $23,000 with help of an added 
— gross was affected previous 
weeks. 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (8th week) 
(CD-938; $3.30). Still big, but dipped 
at middle of week; had been getting 
capacity trade; rated around $17,- 
000 again; eight times. 

‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.,’ Forrest (1st 
week) (D-1,195; $3.30). Despite 
rather good press business disap- 
pointing: first full week estimated 
around $5,000; much more expected; 
must improve to stay. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (46th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Picked up with aid of 
an extra performance, finished week 


strongly; rated around $8,500; in- 
definite. 
‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert 


(10th week) (D-1,402; $3.30). Only 
played last two days last week with 
business fairly good; had been off 
like most others; goes on tour after 
another week and should fare well, 
as indicated by previous out-of-town 
date 

‘Clash by Night,’ Belasco (D-1,000; 
$3.30). Opened Saturday (27) night: 
drew mixed notices; chances should 
be indicated this week. 

‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Ambas- 
sador (15th week) (C-1,172: $3.30). 
One show which may stop at week’s 
end unless material spurt comes; 
around $4,000. 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (8th 
week) (M-1,142: $4.40). Some im- 
provement for musical which started 
promisingly; rated around $17,000, 
which is claimed to have provided 
a little profit; should do much better 
this week. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (3d re- 
peat engagement) (24th week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Biggest jump last week 
recorded here, gross going to $26,000, 
which topped previous week by 
$11,000; large house capacity able to 
handle holiday crowds and even big- 
ger intake due this week. 

‘In Time to Come,’ Mansfield (D- 
1,050; $3.30). Presented by Otto L. 
Preminger; written by Howard Koch 
and John Huston; opened Sunday 
night (28). 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (6th week) 
(C-1,004; $3.30). Went into lead of 
Straight plays last week, grossing 
close to $19,000; played an extra 
matinee. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (38th week) (M-1,387: $4.40). 
Laid off first half last week, then 
resumed to strong business; had 
































“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 
“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
WARNER BROS, 


Met. LOU CLAYTON 























FOR SALE OR LEASE 


Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, Conn. 
Never in the red! 

Seats 450. New England's out- 
standing suecessful summer theatre 
for ten seasons! One million people 
within 30 miles! Fool proof and 
profits positive! 


HARRY DURANT, Owner 
GUILFORD, CONN. 





Tce’ Jumps, 266: 


been affected but should draw big 


gross again this week. 


44th Street | ‘Panama 
Presented by | next week. 


‘Lady Comes Across,’ 
(M-1,463; $4.40). 
Charles R. Rogers, George Hale and 
Nelson Seabra; mild out of town; |} 
opens Friday. 

‘Land Is Bright,’ Music Box (D- 
1,012; $3.85). Final and 10th week; 
started fairly well, but started slip- 
ping and particularly affected since 
war started; around $8,000; no im- 
provement. 

‘Letters to Lucerne,’ Cort (1st 
week) (CD-1,064; $3.30). Drew fair 
notices; classed with war plays and 
chances affected by war situation; 
maybe $5,000 in first seven times. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (9th week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). One of the biggest 
prossers of season, with capacity 
right through week for count of 
around $34,000. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (111th 
week) (CD-1,082; $3.303. As always 
around holidays attendance perked 
and last week takings went to $13,000 
without an added performance. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (53d 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Also got fair 
share of Christmas trade, as shown 
by gross going to $9,000 in eight 
times. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (M-1,347; 
$4.40). Final and 62d week; fine run 
made to big profits and consistently 
high grosses until recently; better 
last week; around $18,000. 

‘Pie in the Sky,’ Playhouse (C-865; 
$3.30). Yanked Saturday after play- 
ing one week; got nothing after 
opening. 

‘Spring Again,’ Miller (7th week) 
(CD-940; $3.36). Wiil move to Play- 
house, ‘All in Favor’ following here; 
business held up fairly well, aided by 
strong Saturday; $8,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (4th 
week) (R-1,519; $4.40). Smash mu- 
sical of list; playing Sunday after- 
noon and night with gross approach- 
ing $39,500; highest level for any 
weekly takings in years. 

‘Sunny River,’ St. James (M-1,520; 
$3.30). Final and fifth week; started 
lightly ‘with conditions against it; 
dropped down to_$5,500 last week. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (56th 
week) (C-1,047; $3.30). Resumed 
after week’s layoff; quoted around 
$8,500 and should do better this 
week; going on tour after another 
two weeks. 

‘The First Crocus,’ Longacre (D- 
1,106; $3.30). Presented by T. Ed- 
ward Hambleton: written by Arnold 
Sungaard:; first called ‘Jorislund’; 
opens Friday (2). 

‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (D-1,075; 
$3.30). Final and 17th week; one of 
the earliest openings this season 
started very well and averaged 
around $17,000 for time; particularly 
affected by war; down to around 
$6,000; ‘Johnny On The Spot,’ next 
week. 

‘Theatre,’ Hudson (7th week) (CD- 
1,094; $3.30). Goes to road after an- 
other week and should do better out 
of town; around $6,000 last week. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(39th week) (D-1,120; $3.30). Held 
to eight performances and improved 
smartly; $13,000. 

Revival 
‘Macbeth,’ National (6th week) (D- 


‘Crocus’ ‘Pre-B’way’ Try 
Wilts in Balto, $3,000 


Baltimore, Dec. 30. 
‘The First Crocus,’ presented by T. 
Edward Hambleton, made a pre- 
Broadway attempt to weather the 








| erix and the b.o. as well. Struggled 
hard to reach a cold estimate of 
| $3.000 at a top of $2.22 for the 1,500 
| seats at hand. 
Nothing listed 
Hattie’ 


currently,. with 
slated for Ford’s 





‘LADY COMES’ 
NOWHERE IN 
HUB, 9146 


Boston, Dec. 30. 

It’s boom town in the Hub this 
week. The post-Christmas perk-up 
started the holiday night with the 
preem of ‘Jchnny on a Spot,’ fol- 
lowed by the debut of ‘Portrait of a 
Lady’ on Saturday night (27). Mask 
and Wig Club (U. of Pa.) also pre- 
sented its ‘Out of This World’ for one 
performance Saturday. ; 
Monday (29) brought in three 
entries: ‘My Sister Eileen,’ a revival 
of ‘Porgy and Bess’ and ‘Dansation,’ 
Veloz and Yolanda’s dance concert. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Lady Comes Across, Shubert (2d 
week) (1,600; $3.30). Socked by the 
pre-Christmas slump, the new musi- 
cal starring Jessie Matthews, Joe E; 
Lewis and Mischa Auer sagged to 
pitiful $9,500. 
‘Johnny on a Spot,’ Plymouth (4 
performances) (1,480; $2.75). Got a 
fairly encouraging start, with little 
opposition and garnered $3,500. 


HELLZ, $20,000, 
FINE IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 
No complaints on holiday week’s 
business. : 
‘Hellzapoppin’ bowed in Xmas 
night and bounded right into the top 
bracket, reporting $20,000 in four 
performances at the Forrest. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Forrest (4 _ per- 
formances) (1,800; $3.42). Sensation 
from start Christmas night; $20,000. 
Will stay two extra weeks in ad- 
dition to three listed—maybe longer. 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Walnut (7 
performances) (1,700; $2.50). Went 
along smoothly for okay $8,000. This 
is last week, ‘White Cargo’ with Ann 
Corio following. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Locust (lst 
week) (1,500; $2). Collected $6,200 
after shaky start, but figures better 
this week. Helen Hayes in ‘Candle 
in the Wind’ comes in Jan. 12. 


‘Hellz’ Good $13,000 
In Five Pitt Shows 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 




















1,162; $3.30). Jumped to around 
$18,000 and one of limited number of 
shows that improved; an extra mat- 
inee helped. 


‘HENRY’ $12,000, L.A; 
FAGAN FOSTERS ‘LIVE’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Reopening of ‘They Can’t Get You 














Down’ musical at the Music Box 
|Christmas night after a two-week 
| siesta, and Myron Fagan’s relighting 
|of the long-dark Belasco (29) with 
| ‘To Live Again’ provides three legit 
shows locally for the first time in 
several weeks. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ dipped to 
light $6,500 for pre-Christmas week, 
but bounced back to $12,000 for the 
holiday week. Looks like it will 
continue here for two more stanzas. 


‘Eileen’ $6,200 in N.H. 


New Haven, Dec. 30. 

Break-in of number three com- 
pany of ‘My Sister Eileen’ at Shu- 
bert turned in okay estimated $6,200 
on four weekend performances (25- 
27) at $2.75 top. Show was well 
received, 

House is hopping in and out of 
legit these days, in-between book- 
ings being Earl Carroll ‘Vanities’ 
unit Jan. 2-4 and a week of ‘Citizen 
Kane’ (7-13). 

Next legit skedded is Cornelia Otis 
Skinner in ‘Theatre,’ set for Jan. 








16-17, 


Touring ‘Hellzapoppin’ is squeez- 
ing practically full two weeks into 
its 10-day return engagement at 
Nixon, Opened Xmas night, after 
house had been dark first part of 
week, and will play total of 15 per- 
formances, including five matinees 
and midnight show New Year’s Eve. 
For the abbreviated week, on five 
showings, ‘Hellz’ got estimated good 
$13,000 at $3.30 top, although pace 
wasn’t quite up to that of last 
February, when it did around $65,000 
in two weeks. 

Nixon will have three musicals in 
a row following string of straight 
plays. ‘Pal Joey’ follows ‘Hellz’ on 
Jan. 12, and after that comes 
‘Panama Hattie.’ 


| ‘Blossom’ 514G in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 

Playing two nights and a matinee, 
starting the day after Christmas, 
‘Blossom Time’ did right well at the 
2,200-seat Lyceum where it was 
scaled at $2.75 top. Takings were 
approximately $5,500. 

House has ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
with Laura Hope Crews and Erich 
soe Peer, underlined for Jan. 








‘Road’ 7G in Cincy 
Cincinnati, Dec. 30. 

B.o. chawin’ was kinda tough last 
week for ‘Tobacco Road,’ fetching 
estimated $7,000 in the Cox at $1.70 
top. It was the show’s eighth visit 
and ninth week for Cincy. Last sea- 
son it grossed $12,000, second high to 
the play’s $17,500 local record in its 
initial engagement. 

This week the Cox has ‘Claudia’ at 
$2.75 top. 











Chi B.0. Bounces from Xmas Slump; 
Purchase’ $22,000, ‘Papa’ $9,000 





ao 


~ Current Road Shows 


(Dec, 31-Jan, 10) 





‘All in Favor’—Playhouse, Wil- 


mington, Del. (9-10). 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’—Cass, De- 
trojt (31-10). 

‘Blossom Time’—Municipal Audi- 
torium, Kansas City, Mo. (31-3); 
State Auditorium, Emporia, Kans. 
(5); Arcadia, Wichita, Kans. (6); 
Memorial Hall, Salina, Kans. (7); 
Grand, Topeka, Kans. (8); Memorial 
Hall, Independence, Kans. (9); Con- 
vention Hall, Tulsa, Okla. (10). 


‘Claudia’ (2d Co.) — Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (31-10). 


‘Claudia’ (3d Co.) — Cox, Cincin- 
nati (31-3); Hartman, Columbus, O. 
(5-10). 

Gilbert and Sullivan — Locust, 
Philadelphia (31-3); Erlanger, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. (5-10). 


‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—For- 
rest, Philadelphia (31-10). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.)—Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (31-3); National, Wash- 
ington (5-10). 

‘Johnny on the Spot’—Plymouth, 
Boston (31-3). 

‘Life with Father’ 
English, Indianapolis 
St. Louis (1-10). 

‘Life with Father’ (Boston Co.)—- 
Alabama, Birmingham (31); Er- 
langer, Atlanta (1-3); Bijou, Chat- 


(Chi. 
(31); 


Co. )— 
Grand, 


tanooga (5); Ryman Auditorium, 
Nashville (6); Municipal Audito- 
rium, Memphis (7-9); Robinson 
Auditorium, Little Rock (10). 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ — Erlanger 
Chicago (31-10). 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ — Walnut, 


Philadelphia (31-3); Plymouth, Bos- 
ton (5-10). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (Chi. Co.)— 
Auditorium, Denver (31-1); Capitol, 
Salt Lake City (3); Pinney, Boise, 
Idaho (5); Metropolitan, Seattle 
(7-10). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Wil- 
bur, Boston (31-10). 


‘Native Son’—Studebaker, Chica- 
go (31-10). 
‘Pal Joey’—National, Washington 


(31-3); Nixon, Pittsburgh (5-10). 

‘Panama Hattie’ — Ford’s, Balti- 
more (5-10). 

‘Papa Is 
(31-3). 

‘Porgy and Bess’—Shubert, Boston 
(31-10). 

‘Portrait of a Lady’ (Ruth Gor- 
don)—Majestic, Boston (31-10), 

‘Rivals’ (Mary Bolarid) — Amer- 
ican, St. Louis (31-3); English, In- 
dianapolis (5-7); Pabst, Milwaukee 
(8-10). 

‘Separate Rooms’—Memorial Audi- 
torium, Louisville (31); English, In- 
dianapolis (1-3); Paramount, Toledo, 
O. (5); Temple, Saginaw, Mich. (6); 


All’—Harris, Chicago 


Palace, Flint, Mich. (7); Michigan, 
Lansing, Mich. (8); Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Mich, (9); Keith's, Grand 


Rapids, Mich. (10). 

‘Springtime for Henry’—El] Capi- 
tan, Hollywood (31-10). 

‘Student Prince’—Grand Opera 
House, Chicago (31-10). 

‘They Can’t Get You Down’—Mu- 
sic Box, Hollywood (31-10), 

‘Tobacco Road’—Hartman, Colum- 
bus, O. (31-3); Hanna, Cleveland 
(5-10). 

‘To Live Again’—Belasco, Los An- 
geles (31-10). 

Veloz and Yolanda—Colonial, Bos- 
ton (31-3); Metropolitan, Providence 
(5); Court Square, Springfield, Mass. 
(7); Bushnell Auditorium, Hartford 
(8); Erie, Schenectady, N. Y. (9-10). 

‘White Cargo’—Playhouse, Wil- 
mington (31-1); Walnut, Philadel- 
phia (5-10), 





Cutting ‘Portrait’ 





After ‘Portrait of a Lady’ opened 
in Boston Saturday (27) Aldrich and 
Myers, producers, together with Al- 
exander King and Chester Erskin, 
the authors, agreed to cut half an 
hour out of the running time. Sey- 
eral extraneous characters will also 
be dropped from the cast. 

‘Portrait’ is slated to arrive on 
Broadway week of Jan. 12, house not 
yet definitely selected. 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Alexander Knox, Nicholas Conte, 
Helen Walker, William Niles, Ray- 
mond Greenleaf, Abraham Knox, E. 
G. Marshall, ‘Jason,’ 


Ben Smith, Sally Bates, ‘Solitaire.’ 





Chicago, Dec, 30, 

Legit b.o. last week was a mixed 
affair, with the first days off due to 
pre-Christmas, while the latter part 
bounced back and indicated a bril. 
liant holiday week currently. 

Six theatres are now operating in 
town, -with only the Blackstone dark, 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (15th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). With Christmas came 
back nicely and managed $11,000, 
Will be around for some time yet 
from ail indications. 

‘Louisiana- Purchase,’ Erlanger 
(11th week) (1,400; $3.85). Early 
part of the week was disastrous, but 
shot back strongly after the holiday 
and finished up ahead of the previ- 
ous week at $22,000. 

‘Native Son,’ Studebaker (7th 
week) (1,400; $2.20). Pressure con- 
tinued to be felt here and show igs 
running in low gear at $5,500. 

‘Papa Is All,’ Harris (lst week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Subscription held 
this show up nicely in first week; 
took $9,000. 

‘Student Prince,’ Grand (1st week) 
(1,300; $2.75). Opened on Dec, 25 
and met tough opposition from the 
newspaper raps. On first four per- 
formances $4,000. 

‘Take My Advice,’ Great Northern 
(Ist week) (1,300; $1.65). This is 
third effort by stock company. 
Opened on Friday (26) and in three 
performances took around $1,500, 


‘ARSENIC’ NICE $9,000 
IN DET. HALF-WEEK 


Detroit, Dec. 30. 

Opening on Christmas for a two 
and-a-half week stretch, ‘Arsenie 
and Old Lace’ made an auspicious 
beginning in its first four days at the 
Cass. Comedy got estimated $9,000 
at $2.75 top. 

Laura Hope Crews-Erich von 
Stroheim company will tuck in a 
special midnight New Year’s Eve 
how this week. 


‘Rivals’ OK 96 in Buff 


Buffalo, Dec. 30. 

‘The Rivals,’ showing at $3.30 top, 

iled up neat estimated $9,000 in 
three days at the Erlanger last week. 

Biz, which was sellout in lower 
bracket ducats, was aided by Guild 
subscription list. 

First legiter of the New Year here 
will be the Shuberts’ Gilbert and 
Sullivan Opera Co., booked for week 
of Jan. 5. 

















La Antorcha de Cantinflas 





(Continued from page 50) 


comic, and Ramon Reachi, both of 
whom are producing this show. They 
have formed a combo that has every 
promise of attaining its goal, pres- 
entation of class revues for locals 
and tourists. 

Production, overhauled by Reachi, 
former performer (Ramon and 
Renita, ballroom team) and New 
York nitery operator, is _ swift, 
smooth and soothing. Capacity 
crowds have been the rule since 
opening night. 

‘Cantinflas,’ top Mexican artist in 
wholesome fun making, mimicry and 
pantomime; the sightly, sprightly 
Merriel Abbott Dancers, the pleasing 
Tanner Sisters, and Daniel Herrera, 
doublin as comedy support to 
‘Cantinflas’ and stage manager—do- 
ing a swell job at both assignments 
—carry this show, one of the most 
expensive revues presented in this 
city. 


‘Cantinflas’ is apparently going 
over bigger than ever. His dry 
cracks about Mexican topics and 


politics, a forte of his, are still sure- 
fire, stopping the show frequently. 
The Abbotts had to do one encore 
when caught, clicking despite the 
7,500-foot altitude, hard on all 
athletic newcomers, and the de- 
cidedly slopey stage. They present 
a smooth performance at al] times. 
Valerie Thon, with the troupe, was 
accorded particularly big response. 
The other Americans on the bill, 
the Tanners (3), went over solidly 
with their warbling. 

The Mexican section of the com- 
pany is likewise, okay. The chorus 
is above average, all lookers, fea- 
turing some natural Mexican 
blondes. However, their costuming 
could be improved upon. Four of 
the Mexican femme principals do 8 
sightly number that particularly de- 
lights Americans, belles of 1900 
strutting in a ‘Cantinflas’ version of 
Battery Place, N. Y. Also smash are 
the Hernandez Bros., trio of Co- 
lombian singers. Reachi has a socko 
finale, ‘Brazil,’ which he wrote and 
directed. : 

Show continues here indefinitely. 
There are to be bi-monthly changes 
of performers and material. Under- 
stood that the Abbotts and Tanner 
are booked for four weeks. 

Grahame. 
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Broadway 


Adolph Zukor is on the Coast for 
toe. oe Dembow has brought his 
girth down a little. : 

Owen Murphy infant's mug fun- 

j f Christmas cards. 

Bros. annual banquet-ball 
Waldorf March 14. 

Be curers Club festive to mem- 

pers and friends Tuesday. 

Winer, Universal's assistant 


een story ed, vacationing on the 
Coast. ; 
orne and Dick Condon on the 

meat sentebbing with 20th-Fox 
execs on future campaigns. 

J. J. Fitzgibbons left for Toronto 
Sunday night (28) after spending 
Christmas here with his family. 


All doors and glass partitions in 
the offices of the Times are being 
torn out as an air-raid precaution. 

Quentin Reynolds, who flew from 
Cairo to Ireland, is due back in New 
York, by boat, some time next week 

so. 
* Herbert Wolf, aide to Ed Wolf, his 
father, as radio producer, and now 
at Fort Knox, Ky., is on furlough in 


% e 
Gregor Rabinowitch, French film 
roducer, bankrolled Otto Prem- 


nger’s play production, ‘In Time to |, 


Come.’ 
Jimmy Durante and Jeffrey Lynn 


weekend departures for Hollywood. 
Durante has a new WB contract on 
re. 
se Rose Lee’s novel Xmas 
eeting was a stereopticon set with 
a strip of film showing the stripper 
in action. : 

Bob Winston, assistant manager of 
the 8lst St., goes into the army next 
month, reporting to Camp Upton, 
L. I, Jan. 26. a . 

Danielle Darrieux, striving to get 
out of unoccupied France for months, 
still stymied. She’s making pictures 
for UFA meantime. 

E. Ray Goetz hosting Irvin Marks, 
the Nicky Blairs, the Billy Roses 
(Eleanor Holm) over the holidays 
at his Saratoga retreat. 

Ed Kobak, Jr., son of NBC v.p., and 
Harlow Dean, concert manager, 
readying shows featuring camp tal- 
ent for possible radio pickups. 

Roxy Bowling Alleys advertises 
that ‘in case of air-raid, come below 
to our bomb-shelter.’ It’s on 7th 
avenue, opposite the Roxy theatre. 

A. P. Waxman’s aide, Fanchon 
Klar, and Alwyn Metzger are pen- 
cilled in for that Big Leap. Also 
Lou Mindling’s (Xavier Cugat) sister. 

Blanche Ring is first guester on 
Bill Hardy's Gay ‘90s nitery sustain- 
er, direct from the E. 54th street 
boite, over WJZ-NBC blue, starting 
next Sunday (4). 

Georgie Price’s seven-year-old 
daughter, Georgain, student at the 
Professional Children’s School, 
skedded for the lead in ‘A Guest in 
the House,’ new legiter. 

Jerome Weidman’s new play, ‘All 
These Years,’ for Harry Kaufman 
(Shuberts}, waiting on Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke, the lead, now tied up in 
film production on the Coast. 

Billy Stein, MCA v.p., invalided 
for some time, attended his? first 
Broadway show in a year and had a 
nostalgic reunion backstage with 
Sophie Tucker, Georgie Jessel, et al. 

Grossinger’s has bought out the 
house (1,500 seats) for Eddie Cantor’s 
Banjo Eyes’ the night of Jan. 11 and 
in turn selling it at $12.50 top as a 


benefit for the Sara Delano Roosevelt | 


Home in England. 

Orphans of St. Joseph School for 
Girls were entertained by William J. 
Heineman, assistant general sales- 
manager of Universal, at his Forest 
Hills home last Saturday (27) at a 
post-Christmas party. 

Ben Marden hosting open-house 
tonight (New Year's eve) at his Ri- 
Viera to old friends and customers. 
Incidentally, spot ray remain open 

© year round sirte he’s not oper- 
ating in Florida this year. 

Al Jolson, who took a penthouse 
suite at Miami Beach's Lord Tarleton 
hotel for the season, will commute 
etween Hollywood and Florida for 
this winter. He went to the Coast for 

mas but is now back in Florida. 
ong of first picture theatres to 
9g Warnings about careless war 
= and rumors is the World. West 

th street sureseater. Cartoon 
— with the warning, ‘Careless 
osts Lives,’ P 
ibeatre's Fata are hung in the 
. aay Ingalls, aviatrix accused 
- memben opasanda Jam, danced as 
ote ber of a unit handled by Dor- 

y aerke (Hockenberg), 

* +. Gancer-producer, at the ra- 
mount, Des Moines. Mrs. a 
pk, Fo now the wife of a Des Moines 
entist, Dr. Sol Hockenberg. 


in 


hiladelphia 


a” vo Riccardi, secretary of Locai 


Guard. ’ has enlisted in the Coast 
Children 


of KYW employees were 
8uests at annual Chri : 
the studio. Toa! Christmas party at 


Tony Marti yee 
On artin eadlines special 
midnight show tonight (31) at 


Earle House admish h 
: ‘ as been 
moe $1.14 and $1.71. ; 
urger Heaven, new eatery, 
ee Christmas night. It's oper- 
by Milton Kellem, local band- 


leader. Sam Bushman is p.a. 
a. Palumbo, w.k. Philly and 
ntie City nitery operator, was 


former | 


Hocken- | 


feature interviewed in the Philadel- 
phia Record anent his charitable 
works. 

Vie Guinness, former art director 
of the New York Mirror, has been 
placed in charge of art publicity and 
promotion for the U. S. Marine 
Corps. 





Baltimore 


By Howard A. Burman 

Syd Goldstein off to Miami. 

Norman Clark a grandpappy. 

Helen Leonard studying naviga- 
tion. 

Bill Glick building hotel in uptown 
sector. 

Lou Schecter adding the Roslyn 
to his chain of nabes. 

Mollie Steinberg in 
with plans for a legiter. 

Max Cohen adding two hotels to 
his real estate holdings. 

Phil Lampkin, bandleader, a lieu- 
tenant at nearby Fort Meade. 

Ted Routson inaugurating daily 
back stage broadcast at the Hipp via 
WITH. 

Bill Hicks in charge of New Year’s 
Eve celebrations at Variety Club 
quarters. 


from Coast 
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erties of even mediocre importance 
since the start of the war. 

Best indication of the way the wind 
will blow is only to be obtained from 


that there will be a number of pix 


types of naval and military back- 
grounds, but, temporarily, 


public temper, anyway. 
Shelving $65,000 Maughamer 
Concrete evidence of the way Para- 


was paid last August. Mothballing, 
studio indicated, was because of a 
policy to avoid serious aspects of the 
war in its pictures. 

There was another angle, however, 
and that’s that the story deals with 
life in wartime London. Situation is 


to purchase screen rights to ‘The 
Wookey,’ legiter which it backed on 
Broadway and which ends its run un- 
profitably this week. 

“‘Wookey,’ like the Maugham prop- 
erty, is about wartime England. And 
the one thing studios feel unanimous 
about is that, with the United States 
itself in the war, there's little chance 


at battle. 
in wartime stories at all, it is felt, 
will be in those with domestic locales. 

Histor‘c Value, But 


If there’s to be any profit 














fore Dawn,’ “The Wookey,’ nor 
}any other such intrinsically good 
i story held by studios, is a loss. It 


| means the tieing up of large sums of 
|} money on shelves for a long time, 
, but such yarns have historical value 
| and offer strong possibilities for big 
grogses when the war is over 

One of the effects of the U. S.-Axis 


the pushing up of prices on good, 
escapist material. Whether or not the 
studios decide to make any war sub- 
jects, they all know they’ also need 
a plentiful supply of pure comedy. So 
plays and books that were considered 
solid screen material before the war 
are figured to be even more so now. 

Although nothing on the Broadway 


stage has been purchased for films 
since Pear] Harbor day, studio reps 
are watchfully waiting a1 there 
expected to be a rush shortly f 

those things which have no was 
| strings and are certain to be im- 
portant on any production program, 
war or no war. In that category are 
‘Junior Miss,’ ‘Best Foot Forward 


and ‘Let's Face It.’ 








Training Ushers | 


Continued from page 1 








activities in theatres are for the 
present being closely guarded among 


theatre operators, for obvious rea- 
sons. That subversive interests 
might attempt to foment panic 


wherever large numbers of people 
congregate, as in theatres, is a prob- 
lem which operators feel must be 
anticipated and provided for. 


ushers to 0.0. theatre patrons have 


tre managers in every part of the 
country. Metropolitan centres, where 





ushers as in smaller communities, 
will require most scrupulous atten- 
} tion. 


exactly the same as in Metro’s failure | 


of clicko b.o. with yarns of Britain) 2». involved. 





London 


Naunton Wayne a flu victim. 

Al Burnet tested by Gainsborough 
Films for a starring role. 

‘Hi-Gang,’ the Harry Foster BBC | 
revue, folding after six-week tour. 

Jack Doyle, singing boxer, sus-| 
tained head injuries in a car smash. | 

Greatrex Newman sending out new 
vaudeville unit to Gibraltar to en- | 
tertain the troops. 

Phyllis Dixie quit Phoenix theatre 
after four weeks, due to differences | 
with management. 

De Haven and Page, after being 
practically set for the new Palladi- | 





;um show, ‘Gangway,’ suddenly | 
switched to the Charies Tucker re- 
vue, 


| Staging 





| ment. 


| tive, incapacitated by leg and arm in- 
| ice, is anticipating mail from friends 
, . in the U. S. while recuperating. 
some isolated actions. Summary of; can be reached care Sydney Burns, 
such activity tends to make it appear 26 Naor mine | 


in the ‘B’ classification with various Jack Hylton for the Ethel Merman 


at least, | 
there will be no big-budgeteers—not | 


until the studios feel surer of the | 


| pantomimes. 


mount’s mind is running is seen in! 
the decision last week to shelve W. | 
Somerset Maugham’s new novel, ‘The | 
Hour Before Dawn,’ for which $65,000 | 


|George Black to 





it | 
|entation of ‘Life With Father,’ start- 


Of course, neither ‘The Hour Be-, 


hostilities on story markets has been | 


| Argentino, 


After negotiating lease of Carlton 
theatre to two parties interested in 
musical shows there, Par- | 
amount’s office found its lease with | 
the Crown debars it from subletting. 

Jack Hylton staging his first panto- 
mime in the West End at the Palace 
theatre, starring Arthur Askey, Flor- 
ence Desmond, Eddie Grey, Archie 
Glen and Brian Michie. Panto’s title 
is ‘Jack and Jill.’ 

Flanagan and Allen approached by 
go to Blackpool 
with ‘Black Vanities,’ the current 
Victoria Palace hit, for next summer 
season, but English comics unable to 
do so because of a picture commit- 





Harry Lowe, artists’ representa- 


juries while on duty in military serv- 
He 


Cross Road. 
Evelyn Dall being dickered for by 
part in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ which 
he intends doing early in April. Try- 
ing to get Bud Flanagan for the Bert 
Lahr part or, failing him, may give 
it to Arthur Riscoe. 

Brighton tops all provincial towns | 
with biggest number of Christmas 
Line-up is four, com- | 
prising Hippodrome, headed by | 
Sandy Powell; Theatre Royal, with | 
Nellie Wallace and Randolph Sutton | 
co-starring; Grand, headed by Char- | 
lie Austin, and Imperial, with Syd | 
Walker. 








St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Ollie Watson, stagehand at the 
Maplewood theatre, Maplewood, Mo., 
back after a prolonged sick spell. 

John Quinn, head of M-G’s local 
exchange, wil! represent the _ St. 
Louis film industry in the President's 
golden jubilee ‘March of Dimes’} 
drive. | 

Robert Thomsen, business repre- | 





to the local four-man board set up to 


hear cases in which alien enemies 


| sentative of IATSE, Local 143, named | 


Mrs. Clarence Day, Jr., supervis- 
ing face liffing of the Grand for pres- 


ing Jan. 1. Piece was adapted from 
her late husband's stories and she’s 
technical adviser for the company. 
Bill Hoppe, who gave up job as 
district manager for the St. Louis} 
Amusement Co. to run a hamburger 
eatery in South St. Louis, is back 
as manager of the Rio, North St. 


Louis nabe. 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 


Leopoldo Simar died after long 


) 
liiness, 


Nat Bruski 
publicity, 
Stuart Dunlap, M-G chief 
back from Brazilian jaunt. 
Samuel J. Woolf. N. Y. Times 
sketcher and inferviewer, to Rio. 
June Marlowe, U. S made 
front cover of local Life mag. Desfile 
Sherry M ngir of 4 “ay # fe and 
Fo. é ffice in B. A., to States fo 


¢ 


leftt Columbia Picts 


here 


actress 


Mecha 
vn picts 


and 


Ortiz 
Jorge 
Lui 


Report ) 
plal r) rot n of ¢ 
R ga i ikely to co-stal 
7 hs meg 

back 

Argentine 
for Instituto C 
government - sponsorea 


Bob 


from Tandil 
where he shot ma 


Army 
neuvel inematogratio 
foundation. 
Authors Sixto 
Carlos Olivari signed 
clusive contract 


Pondal Rios 
two-year 
Lumiton 


and 
ex- 
for 


with 


| four pix per year to be directed by 
| Francisco Mugica. 


Comprehensive plans for training | 


been set and are going out to thea- | 


customers are not as well known to | Zero’). 
| Osvaldo Miranda. 


| 


Machinandiarena, Cco- | 
owner of Mar del! Plata Casino and 
of indie studios San Miguel, com-| 
pleted purchase of SIDE studios, in| 
financial difficulties over a year. 


Don Miguel 


Hugo del Carril, Agustin Irusta. | 
Azcucena Maizani, Los Rancheros, 
Bolazo, Nelly Omar, Mercedes Di 
Simone in Luna Park benefit for | 


Hospital Vecinal de Villa Urquiza. 
Director Luis Cesar Amadori, 
credited with developing Pepe Arias 
into top local screen comic, now | 
completing first Arias pic in some} 
time. ‘El Profesor Cero’ (‘Professor | 
Also stars Zully Moreno and | 


| 
de Comedia ended | 
Martin Fierro,'! 


Teatro Naciona! 
sixth season with 


|and many oldtimers. 
| plet skedded to direct, but that’s not 


eries 
; time German employees whose pro- 


| variably 


dramatic play by Jose Gonzalez Cas- 


tillo, based on epic of famed Argen- 
tine poet. Work is one of the most 
successful ever presented at the Cer- 
vantes, where Teatro h.q.s. 
Lumiton opening summer 
in Mar del Plata with ‘Asi es La 
Vida’ (‘Such Is Life’). Film, based 
on play which won municipal prize 
in 39, stars Enrique Muino and feat- 
ures Elias Alippi, Sabino Olmos, Fe- 
lisa Mary and Nina Gambier. 
Libertad Lamarque to star in San 
Miguel’s ‘En el Viejo Buenos Aires 


season 


(‘In Old Buenos Aires’), a_ high- 
budgeter featuring Amelia Bence. | 
Angelina Pagano, Ernesto Vilches 


Antonio Mom- 


definite. 


‘El Primo de las Indias’ 


Cousin of the Indians’), operetta in | 


Spanish directed by actor George 
Urban, clicking solidly at National. 
Work features Carmen Brown, Vio- 
leta Desmond, Isabel Zaldivar, Car- 
men Heldy, Maria de la Fuente and 
Carmen Nogales. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 








Tony Masella boosted to asst. mgr. 
at Poli’s. y 

Marty Mullins plans to start a Va- 
riety Club here. 

Willie Howard heads New Year's 
Eve vaude show at the Shubert. 


Lew Schaefer fully recovered from 
cracked heel bone suffered some time 
ago. 

Walter Pritchard Eaton and his 
Yaie Drama _ school studes again 
doing one-act plays for WICC. 

New Year’s Eve nitery reserva- 
tions, slow to start, piled up on the 
home stretch, with $15 a couple the 
top in this sector. ; 

After being tossed out by the 
Roger Sherman, ‘Citizen Kane’ will 
finally get a local showing at the 
Shubert (legit house) Jan. 7-13. 


S| 
FBI Catches Wise | 








Continued from page | gaa. 


program. Hotel dining rooms and 
even stirnewirts of the big brew- 
have been purged of long- 
the at- 


Hitl sympathies reached 


tentiun of the FBI. 


Controversy continues to rage lo- | 


cally over ‘Heinie and His Grena- 
diers,’ the German band program on 
WTMJ, although it has been Amer- 


icanized to the nth degree, and The | 


Milwaukee Journal, owner of the 
station, continues to receive many 
letters (and publishes some of them) 
either urging the abolition of the 
show or advocating its continuance 


| on the ground that toi%rance should 


be exercised, particularly in this city 
of many racial groups. 


‘Der Tannenbaum’ 


‘Der Tannenbaum,’ generally sung 


in German, has long been a favcrite 
Yuletide melody here and is in- 
included in the 
played by the Milwaukee police de- 
partment band directed by Dr. Rob- 
ert O. Brunkhorst at the 
Community 
tion in the Court of Monor. 
ever, there are a number of mu- 
sicians of Polish descent in the 
lice band, and they are reported to 


| have been on the verge of open re- 
bellion this year against playing 


the German anthem. 


Thev were ap- 


| peased, at least on the surface, when 


it was decided to list the number 
under another name—‘Oh, Faithful 
Pine,’ a free translation 
Musicians at another celebration 
were handed a program in which 
‘Tannenbaum,’ this time desi nated 
as ‘Mv Maryland,’ was sandwiched in 
between ‘Adeste Fidelis’ and ‘Silent 
Nig) but before they got to piay- 
¢ the chairman of the comn 
tee harge instructed the leade! 


to scratch ‘Maryland’ as its renditior 
tht offend someone. 





s 
Chevalier 
an, ontinued from page | [eee 





Looking for a Millionaire’ and ‘J’en 
Ai Marre’ (‘I'm Fed Up’). Droopy 
Lip continues the act he’s been do- 
ing for the past few months. Another 
addition to show is comic Dorville, 
in three short sketches. 

Chevalier missing 


was recently 


; | 
ifrom the show for a few days as he | 
i went to Germany to sing to French 


war prisoners at the Stalag d'Alten 
Grabow Prison Camp, near Magden- 


| bourg, where he was a captive for 


26 months in the last war. He gave 
two performances and then returned 
to Paris via Berlin, where he was 
feted by some of the high Nazi per- 


sonalities, Chevalier, incidentally, has | 
film with Marie Dea. | 


bezun a new 
It’s called ‘Une Nuit Fantastique.’ 
with Marcell ’Herbier megging 


(The | 


program | 


annual | 
Christmas tree celebra- |. 
How- | 


po- | 


Hollywood 


| Robert Stevenson laid up with flu, 
Betie Davis returned to work after 
illness. 
Barry Regan recovering from an 
appendectomy. 
_ Gabriel Dell joined the East Side 
Kids at Monogram. 
Edward Small spending the holi- 
days in Phoenix, Ariz. 
Darry! Zanuck to 
D. C., on military duty. 
John Van Druten writing a 
play for Katharine Cornel. 
Al Lichtman trained east for home 
oflice huddles on Metro product, 








Washington, 


new 


|_ Irene Rich to open the March of 
Dimes program in Chicago Jan. 11. 
Bill Elliott motoring to North 


_Carolina to start a three-month stage 
tour. 

Virginia O’Brien, screen singer, 
and Kirk Alyn, stage actor, wed this 
week. 

Don English, formerly with Para- 
mount, joined the Columbia pub- 
licity staff. 

Al Jolson, back from Miami Beach, 
considering film offers. Pronto off to 
Florida again. 

Louis Frohlich, lawyer for ASCAP 
and United Artists, in town for a 
month on business. 

Constance Moore back to work at 
Paramount for the first time since 
arrival of her baby. 

George White in from the north- 
west ‘to arrange Coast bookings for 
his tabloid ‘Scandals.’ 

Sidney Franklin back at his Metro 
| production desk after a week's physi- 
cal theckup in the hospital. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Nitery singer Lois Hendricks re- 
tiring shortly for marriage. 

Tony Sterns’ Xmas cards were De- 
|fense Bond folders started with one 
| stamp. 

Jan Savitt plans to increase his 
band by four violins within the next 
month, 

Stanley dickering with Phil Spi- 
talny and his ‘Hour of Charm’ show 
| for week of Jan. 16. 

Big gang of locals poing to Cleve- 
{land next Monday (5) for testimonial 
| dinner to Bert Stearn. 

Peter Balma in from the Coast to 
spend Christmas with his wife and 
| stepdaughter, Martha Raye. 

Jack Coffey’s band one-nighting in 
|this territory prior to opening run 
|at Mayflower Hotel in Akron, O. 

Sterner Sisters spending the holi- 

!days at home while they're appear- 





jing at the Nixon in ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 
Mrs. Maurice Spitalny re-elected 
president of Ladies Theatrical Club, 
| distaff version of the Variety Club. 
Martha Raye’s new piano accom- 
panist, Mickey Freeman, is an 
alumnus of the Paul Whiteman orch. 
Metro gang combined its annual 
Xmas shindig with a birthday party 
| for Buck Stoner, exchange manager. 
The Horace McMahors (Louise 
Campbell) here for a day on their 
way back to Hollywood from New 
| York. 
Irving Frankel, RKO salesman, up 
|}and around again after being hospi- 


taled for week as a result of auto 
crash. 

Fred Spooner in town ahead of 
Panama Hattie’ and Herb Pickman 
around drumbeating ‘How Green 
Was My Valley.’ 

Shipstad and Johnson tossed their 
annual ‘Ice Follies’ Xmas party here 
and gifted every member of cast 
with a Defense Bond 

- . 
| Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Dean Lutz, Warner booker, enlist- 
ed in the Army. 

W. A. Steffes to spend rest of 

nter New Orleat 

Harry Dryer, indie exhibitor. open- 
! billiard hall as side enterprise. 
Yale Dramatic Club offering 
Waterbury Tales’ at Lyceum this 
veek 

Erline Larsen, manager of West 
theatre, Northfield, Minn., became a 
qaaqay 

Dave Evidon, son of ‘Kelly’ Evi- 
don, WB ad sales manager, enlisted 


in the Navy. 

‘Helizapoppin’,’ film into Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul Orpheums day 
j}and date New Year’s week. 
| Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo here 
, for three performances with Minne- 
apolis Symphony Orchestra. 
| Frank Anderson, Paramount sales- 
man, escaped with only a slight scalp 

; wound when his auto turned over in 
| North Dakota. 
Eddie Ruben luncheon host to a 
|}dozen Australian and New Zealand 
flying cadets here from Canadian 
| training camp on holiday furlough. 
| Art Anderson, Warner branch 
manager, turned cash Christmas gift 
| om branch staff over to charitable 
|organization to buy Christmas 
baskets for needy families. 

Nineteen members of ‘Ice Follies’ 
cast, including Eddie and Roy Ship- 
stad, arrived in Minneapolis by spe- 
cial plane to spend holidays with 
families in Twin Cities and North- 
' west, 
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OBITUARIES 


BLANCHE BATES 


Blanche Bates, 69, for 30 years one 
of America’s leading stage stars, per- 
haps best remembered for her role 
in ‘The Girl of the Golden West’ 36 
years ago, died in San Francisco,on 
Christmas Day. Wife of George 
Creel, playwright, drama critic and 
former Denver police commissioner, 
she retired from the stage in 1926 to 
settle down in San Francisco with 
her husband. Creel was also U. S. 
Commissioner at the San Francisco 
Fair and U. S. government censor 
during World War I. She emerged 
from retirement only once, in 1933, 
when Jed Harris asked her to play 
a supporting role in ‘The Lake’ with 
Katharine Hepburn. 

Miss Bates played her first bit in 
1894, later starring in ‘Madame But- 
terfly,, ‘Under Two Flags,’ “The 
Darling of the Gods’ and other stage 
successes. Her parents were actors 
and Miss Bates was born in Port- 
land, Ore., while they were on tour. 
At one time she was a school teacher 
in San Francisco. 

Miss Bates made her first appear- 
ance in New York at Daly’s in 1897, 
under the management of Augustin 
Daly, in ‘Taming of the Shrew.’ In 
1899 she scored a personal success 

t the Broadway theatre in ‘The 

hree Musketeers.” She became a 
leading lady for David Belasco in 

900 and a major legit star as Cho- 

ho-San in ‘Butterfly.’ 





RAY L. HALL 


Ray L. Hall, 62, chief of the news- 
reel liaison bureau of the War De- 
partment’s Public Relations and vet- 
eran newsreel and newspaper editor, 
died in Doctor’s Hospital, Washing- 
ton, D. C., Dec. 23, following three 
weeks’ illness from pneumonia. He 
eee the War Department as chief 

iaison for newsreels in the Public 
Relations Bureau last March. 

A graduate of the University of 
Indiana, Hall was widely known as 
a newspaperman with the United 
Press and International News Serv- 
ice before he went into the motion 
picture business. He became asso- 
ciated with the newsreels first as edi- 


‘ tor of Hearst Selig News Pictorial 


in 1914. Later he became editor of 
the Screen Telegram and Newsreel 
for the Mutual Film Co, 

Hall was in charge of motion pic- 
ture production and editor of the 
Official War Reviews for the Com- 
mittee on Public Information in 
3/8. From 1919 to 1925 he served 
as editor and production manager 
for Kinogram Newsreel and for two 
years, beginning in 1925, was a pro- 
duction manager for Fox Variety. 
From 1931 to 1940 he was associated 
with several motion picture enter- 
prises in an executive capacity. 

Survived by widow, three sons 
and a daughter. Burial in Kentland, 
Ind., his birthplace, following serv- 
ices Friday (26) in Washington. 





WILLIAM BUNCH 


tically all of Nesbitt’s family is in 
the film business in Pittsburgh. 
Besides his widow, he leaves five 
sons, William, Jr., shipper for Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp.; Robert, 
shipper for Monogram; Raymond, 
shipper for M-G, and Albert and 
Jack, both connected with the 
Brushton theatre, Pittsburgh. 





LEE MILLAR 

Lee Millar, 53, radio character 
actor, died Dec. 24 following a heart 
attack in Glendale, Cal. After a 
long stage career, he turned to radio 
and had been a stock regular on 
Lux Radio Theatre, ‘Dr. Christian’ 
and other network programs. He 
also did the voice of Pluto in the 
Walt Disney cartoons. 

Leaves widow, Verna Felton, radio 
actress, and a son, Ray, 17, actor in 
little theatre plays on the Coast. 





LEOPOLDINE (‘TINA’) 
BURROUGHS 

Mrs. Leopoldine (‘Tina’) Bur- 
roughs, 64, former circus performer 
with the Leamy Troupe, died Dec. 
26 in Los Angeles. 

She was the aunt of Lillian Leitzel, 
noted aerialist who was killed in a 
plunge from a trapeze some years 
ago. 





JOSEPH WEISS 

Joseph Weiss, 68, newspaperman, 
actor and founder of the Forward 
Association, publishers of the Jew- 
ish Daily Forward, Jewish language 
daily, died in Brooklyn,.Dec. 25. 
Weiss had written for the Forward 
and had acted in a road company of 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose.’ 





JOHN C. HAHN 

Jokn C. Hahn, 77, veteran Toledo 
musician and president of the To- 
ledo Federation of Musicians, died 
Dec. 23 after an illness of several 
months. He was a member of Local 
No. 15 for 45 years and had served 
as president seven years, Widow 
and a son survive. 





ARTHUR LISTER 
Arthur Lister, 77, died in Newton, 
Ia., Dec. 21. He owned and operated 
the former Lister Opera House, 
Newton, for 35 years, but had been 
retired for the last three years, 
Survived by a brother, 





WILLIAM CLIFFORN 
William Clifforn, 64, veteran stage 
and film actor, died in Los Angeles, 
Dec. 23. He had been playing char- 
acter parts in pictures after a long 
stage career. 





WILL HORWITZ 
Will Horwitz, 55, vet Houston film 
exhibitor, died in that city Dec. 25 
after a brief illness. 
Furtker details in Picture section. 





Julius Vogler, 82, retired music 





William Bunch, Negro, 39, who} 
under the tag of ‘Peetie Wheatstraw’ 
wrote and played music that was 
recorded, and two companions were 
in East St. Louis, Ill. last 
week when the auto in which they 
were riding crashed int® the rear of 
a Louisville & Nashville train stand- 
ing on a siding. Witnesses said the 
automobile was traveling at a high 
rate of speed. The accident occurred 
near Bunch’s home and his wife, 
hearing the crash hastened to the 
scene to learn her husband was one 
of the victims. 

Bunch’s picture appears on adver- 
tisements of a record company 
a guitar and piano player. Included 
in the music he wrote and played 
@re ‘Suicide Blues,’ ‘Cutten ’Em 
Slow,’ ‘Gangster Blues’ and ‘The 
Devil’s Son-in-Law.’ 


as 





MAX STERLING 

Max Sterling (George McLachlan), 
72, well-known British illusionist, 
died in Devonshire, England, Nov. 
18. Originally a journalist, he served 
in that capacity in the Matabele and 
Boer Wars and while in South Africa 
became a close friend of Cecil 
Rhodes. 

Sterling joined the staff of the 
London Daily Mail,.then turned to 
vaudeville as a magician and orig- 
inated many tricks. He was one of 
the early members of the Variety 
Artists Federation and on its com- 
mittee. He had lived in retirement 
for some years. 





WILLIAM NESBITT 
William Nesbitt, 51, film shipper 
in Pittsburgh for more than 25 years, 
died at his home in that city last 
week after a long illness. Prac- 





teacher and descendant of Georg 
| Friedrich Handel, the composer, died 
in Ridgewood N.J., Dec. 26. He was 
the author of eight books on music. 
Surviving are two daughters and 
three sons. 


| 





Miguel de Zarraga, 58, former 
member of the foreign publicity de- 
partment at Columbia, died Dec. 26 
in Hollywood. Surviving is his wi- 
|dow, Elena da Zarraga, magazine 
writer. 








Mrs. Emma Hanley, 
James F. Hanley, songwriter, 
at her Dauglaston, L. L., 
25. Surviving are five sons and two 
daughters. 


died 





Mother of Ted Blake, 
night club entertainer 
leader, died at her 
delphia, Dec. 22, after a short illness. 


Pittsburgh 
and band 





Jack Fox, 35, Columbus, Ind., mu- 
sician, died Dec. 20 after having 
been struck by an automobile. Wi- 
dow and child survive. 





Mother, 86, of Hedda Hopper, film 
actress and radio commentator, died 
in Altoona, Pa., Dec. 28. 





Ringling’s Tax Claim 
Austin, Texas, Dec. 30. 

A suit against the state of Texas, 
seeking refund of $24,732 taxes on 
admissions under protest, was filed 
by Ringling Bros. & Barnum & 
Bailey circus in the district court 
here, 

The plaintiff claimed the tax un- 
fair and unconstitutional. 





MARRIAGES 


Maria de la Luz Trevino to Ed- 
wardo Martinez, in San Antonio, 
Dec. 21. He is danceband leader and 
m.c. on Spanish rad’» programs in 
San Antonio. 

Janet Kisteman to Lloyd Franke, 
in San Francisco, Dec. 7. She's 
KYA, Frisco, traffic manager. 


Marjorie Loeb to Morton Gerber 
in New York, Dec. 25. He’s in War- 
ner’s publicity department. 

Evea Brown, ex-Mrs. B. S. Berco- 
vici, publicist and radio announcer, 
and herself aide to ‘Cholly Knicker- 
bocker,’ to Major Alfred I. Schimpf, 
Dec. 25, in Greenwich, Conn. 

Jean Carr to Anthony Parisi, Jan. 
14, in Buffalo. Bride has been ‘Caro- 
lyn Sales,’ shopping guide on WEBR, 
Buffalo. 

Florence Kohn to Irving Fein, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., Dec. 25. Groom is 
on Samuel Goldwyn’s publicity staff. 

Jane Engleburt, to Richard Lisella, 
in Los Angeles, Dec. 24. Groom is 
with Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra. 


Constance Polan to Jerry Wald, in 
Las Vegas, Dec. 25. Bride is sister of 
Baron Polan, of the Leland Hayward 
agency; groom is associate producer 
at Warners. 


Beverly Williams to Robert Metz- 
ler, in Beverly Hills, Cal., Dec, 27. 
Groom is screen writer and son of 
Fred Metzler, 20th-Fox treasurer. 


Betty Browne to John Foster 
Baird, in New York, Dec. 26. Groom 
is legit director. 

Gloria Vanderbilt to Pat DiCicco 
in Santa Barbara, Cal., Dec. 28. The 
bride is the society heiress; he’s a 
Hollywood talent agent, former hus- 
band of the late Thelma Todd, film 
actress, 


Lillian Burns to George Sidney, 
Las Vegas, Nev., Dec. 25. Bride is 
Metro drama ceach; he’s director at 
same studio. 


Rosemary Lane to Buddy West- 
more, Dec. 29, in Flushing, N. Y. 
Bride is film and legit actress; he’s 
the Hollywood makeup specialist. 

Jane Gordon to David Wayne, in 
New York. Both are stage players. 


Agatha Margaret Leifflen to 
Leonard Warren, Dec. 20, in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. He’s the Met opera bari- 
tone, 


Barbara Ward to Corporal Gordon 
Lawhead, Dec. 24, in Hernando, Miss. 
Bride is actress with Memphis Civic 
Theatre; he’s former production 
council chairman and stager for the 
same group. 


Roberta Star Semple to Harry 
Salter, in New York, Dec. 29. She’s 
music researcher; he’s the radio 
maestro, 

Muriel Evans to Thomas Newson 
Doyle, 3d, Dec. 23, in New York. 
Bride is in the news and special 
features department of WOR, New 
York. 

Annabelle Lee Rousseau, 
and screen actress, to Sam Galanty, 
mideastern division sales manager 
for Columbia Pictures; in Washing- 
ton, Dec. 25. 


stage 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith, son, 
Dec. 13, in Buffalo. Father is ‘Smil- 
ing Bob,’ singer and emcee on WGR- 
WKBW, Buffalo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Melnick, daugh- 
ter, Dec. 24, in New York. Father 
is treasurer of the Fulton theatre, 
ae 


Mr. and Mrs. Lige Brien, son, in 





mother of | 


| 
home Dec. | 


home in Phila- | 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. Father is man- 
ager of WB’s Belmar theatre, Pitts- 
burgh, 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe / 

23 in Los Angeles. 
| staff publicist. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Morris R. Jacobs, son, 
| in New York, Dec. 25. Father is gen- 
|eral manager of Sam H. Harris en- 
terprises, 

Mr. and Mrs, Luigi Luraschi, 
daughter, in Hellywood, Dec. 24. Fa- 
| ther is Paramount's censor of films 
| deslaned for South America. 

Mr. and Mrs, William Fifield, son, 
in Hollywood, Dec. 25. Mother is 
Mercedes McCambridge, radio act- 
ress; father is radio and magazine 
writer, 

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Avila, son, 
Dec. 26, in Cincinnati. Father is 
Spanish announcer on WLWO, Cficy. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Carley, son, 
in Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 23. Father 
is publicity-promotion director of 
WBT, Charlotte. 

Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Lollier, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Dec. 28. Father is 
Fox-West Coast official. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Knight, son, 
Dec. 15, in Orlando, Fla. Mother is 
dancer and singer; father is musician. 


lvin, 
Father 


son, 
is NBC 
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directly on radio, newspapers and 
magazines, and films. 

While the azis have set a fast 
pace, the United States also has been 
outstripped by the Italians, Japanese 
as well as the British. We've been 
talking and surveying, but the others 
have been really at work. So, we 
must make up for lost time by more 
intensive and more practical enter- 
prises. 

Constructive suggestions in the re- 
port just filed with the House of 
Representatives include: 

1. Send more radio scripts for local 
presentation with native talent. 

2. Send more transcriptions, being 


careful about ‘absolute purity of 
tongue.’ 

3. Furnish more news for home 
consumption. 


4. Realize Latins don’t want pic- 
tures about themselves but are anx- 
ious to have better ideas of U. S. 
life and customs, 

5. Intensify production of educa- 
tional and informative shorts. 

6. Send more live talent entertain- 
ment. 

7. Encourage cultural societies 
formed by Americans abroad and 
working closely with domestic units. 

8. Curtail and control more care- 
fully the typical ‘good will tours’ and 
business promotion ventures, warn- 
ing tourists to behave more dignifi- 
edly and show greater appreciation 
for the natives. 

Underlying the comments was a 
clear hint the lawmakers felt the 
U. S. has been too much influenced, 
in its attempts to cultivate Latin 
American friendships, with profit 
motives. Ill will has been engen- 
dered more often than friendly feel- 
ing, because of American ineptitude 
and lack of sympathy, the Congres- 
sional jury implied. 


Yalers OK for Sound 


One of the few junkets that is 
unanimously deemed a success, the 
report said, was made by the Yale 
Glee Club through practically all 
South American countries. Giving a 
good program at modest admissions, 
the Boola-Boolas drew capacity audi- 
ences everywhere, Lawmakers com- 
mented ‘choral singing is something 
new in Latin America and with the 
Latin ear for good music it is only 
natural that they received a uni- 
versal ovation. It was pleasing to 
hear that as a result of this trip 
several choral societies either have 
been formed or are in the course of 
formation.’ 

Squawks were heard about high 
tariffs charged by American artists 
on p.a. tours, report said. More per- 
formers should make swings around 
the chili circuit, but ‘as a matter of 
patriotic service’ boxoffice scales 
should be kept at minimum con- 
sistent with good business. 

As many U.S. industry figures have 
warned, there are too few DX re- 
ceivers in Latin-America to warrant 
expectations of valuable results from 
short-waved radio programs, the 
lawmakers commented. Discussing 
radio, they said only a tiny segmént 
of the populace picks up such broad- 
casts. 

Yanks Backward on Radio 

Several nations outstrip the U.S. 
in radio wooing of the Latins, the 
report declared. In one large metro- 
politan city the Free French and 
Japanese have more air time weekly 
than we do, the Germans broadcast 
2% hours daily, but the U.S. has only 
one-half hour each week. ‘ 

‘In the opinion of the committee, a 





most effective idea in the field of 
| radio would be for the preparation 
of scripts in the United States de- 


lineating, by drama, our history, our 
institutions, our culture, and so forth, 
with the purpose of having broad- 
casts in this script material put on 
with local talent on radio stations 
located in the various Latin-Ameri- 
can countries,’ report said. 

‘Record transcriptions are likewise 
valuable and the programs thereon 
can be produced in the United States 
in Spanish and Portuguese and the 
transcriptions then sent to the local 
radio stations in Latin-America for 
rebroadcast. Caution should be ex- 
ercised to insure absolute purity of 
tongue in any such record transcrip- 
tion made in either the Spanish or 
Portuguese language. 

‘The radio is an extremely effective 
media for reaching the people and 
we must avail of it on a much larger 
scale as an approach to better under- 
standing.’ 

Reader’s Digest Breveted 


Foreign-language editions of week- 
ly news magazines were urged, with 
the lawmakers handing Reader’s 
| Digest laurels for their enterprise, Re- 
ception of the pocket-sized mag was 








Need More Pix for Latins 


Continued from page 355 
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‘instantaneous’ everywhere south of 
the border, so other enterprising 
publishers would do well to pick up 
this idea. Special editions in Span. 
ish and Portuguese airmailed down 
under would be extremely helpful in 
promoting good relations. (Report 
was drafted before the hullabaloo in 
Chile over recent article in Time, 
although Time’s Airmail edition is in 
English.) 

Pleasure was registered that Jock 
Whitney circuited South America to 
ascertain the type of screen enter- 
tainment most desired. The law- 
makers remarked ‘some deplorable 
mistakes have been made in the past 
in the type of movies that have been 
produced by our studios and sent 
down for showing in Latin-America.’ 
Patrons don’t care about our at- 
tempts to interpret their national 
life, they said. 


‘The committee was asked on sey. 








eral occasions why it had not been: 


possible to procure films which ex- 
emplified the various phases of our 
national existence, such as industrial 
films, films depicting our national 
parks, our Army, our Navy, and so 
forth,’ House was told. ‘Moving pic- 
ture projectors and equipment were 
purchased last year for all of our 
embassies and iegations in South 
America, but during the course of 
the trip we were unable to find a 
single place where the equipment 
had been used to any extent, simply 
because of the fact that there are no 
films available. 

(Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs last week sent the first batch 
of nine films down for the Embassy 
machines. Many more are being pre- 
pared and sent.) 

‘The American movie is one of the 
chief features of entertainment 
throughout Latin-America. It is 
also one of the most effective means 
of bringing facts about ourselves to 
the attention of our Latin-American 
neighbors. 

‘In the opinion of the committee, 
attention should be given to this sub- 
ject at once, with a view of develop- 
ing short films that can be shown 
throughout Latin-America and that 
will serve to educate the Latin- 
American peoples as to the ways of 
American life. When the program is 
under way, accurate check should be 
kept on the number of people view- 
ing these films in order that we may 
know how far-reaching the coverage 
may be.’ 

Though demands for economy in 
non-defense expenditures will cause 
curtailed appropriations for many 
activities, the committee survey may 
lead to bigger outlays in future years 
for assisting private industry along 
these lines. The group seemed favor- 
ably disposed toward the. broad out- 
lines of the program devised by Nel- 
son Rockefeller, Coordinator of In- 
ter-American Affairs, though feel- 
ing his activities should be more 
closely integrated with routine State 
ademas operations and organiza- 

ion. 














Film Checking 


Continued from page 5 











a comparable film is doing this year) 
such an account gets into the splits 
and sliding scale upward quicker 
than he had expected. The checking 
shows that the starting point on the 
percentage—or in such a case $100— 


was apparently much too low and 
this has been discovered through 
clocking the theatre. 

The account that can be trusted 
only when a checker is at the thea- 
tre counting every admission, re- 
cording every price change, has also 
outsmarted himself in other ways 
this season. Where he has made a 
deal on percentage, with reversion 


up or down, if he had used a $200 
figure instead of $100 as a basis, the 
sliding scale may have been down- 
ward in his favor instead of up- 
ward. On splits, many of which 
have been lowered this season, he 
would similarly have avoided pay- 
ing added percentage, but so far as 
the distrib is concerned it is felt that 
if an account is making much more 
on certain pictures this year than 
he claimed he did on those of 
similar value last season, then he 
should be paying more in rental, too. 

When percentage selling first came 
into vogue prior to depression, dis- 
tribs checked virtually all accounts, 
especially those that were in doubt, 
but of late seasons the practice has 
relaxed considerably, partly due to 
the cost. Some distribs maintain 
their own checking crews through- 
out the country, while ot'@‘s use 
outside agencies organized for the 
purpose, 
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